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TRAVELS 

FROM 

ST     PETERSBURG 


I  N 


RUSSIA. 


T  O 


DIVERSE      PARTS 

O  F 

ASIA 


I   N 


TWO     VOLUMES. 


B  Y 


JOHN       BELL, 

OF     A  N  T  E  R  M  O  N  y. 


VOLUME      L 


CONTAINING 


A  journey  to  Ispahan  in  persia, 
in  the  years  1 7  i  5,  1 7  i  6,  1 7  1 7 ,  and 
1718. 

Part  of  a  journey  to  pekin  in  chi- 


na, through  SIBERIA,  in  the  years 
1 7  I  9,  1720,  and  1721.  With  a  map 
of  the  Author's  two  routes  between 
Mosco  and  pekin. 


GLASGOW: 

Printed  for  the  Author  by  Robert  and  Andrew  Foulis 
Printers  to  the  University 

M.DCC.LXIir. 

Sold  by  R.  &  A  Foulis,  and  A.  Stalker  at  Glasgow;  Kincaid  5c  bell 
at  Edinburgh  ;  A.  Miller,  J.  Nourse,  T.  Becket  &  P.  A  de  Hondt, 
and  C.  Henderson  in  London  j  J.  Leake,  and  J.  Frederick  at  Bath  ; 
and  T.  Cadell  at  Bristol. 


This  treaiifc  of  Travels  is  entcicJ  ia  StAtioner's-h  a  ll,  according  to  a£l  of  Parliament; 
if  any  pcrfon  ftuU  be  found  to  print  tlic  fame,  without  pcrmidlon  of  the  Author,  they  will  be  profccutcd 
iiccordinz  to  Ua-. 


TO     THE  ^'^  ]  "t 

GOVERNOR,  ' 

COURT    OF    ASSISTANTS, 
ANDFREEMEN 

^  O  F     T  II  E 

RUSSIA-COMPANY; 


AND     TO     THE 

BRITISH    FACTORIES 

IN     RUSSIA; 


CO 

§  THE  FOLLOWING 

^  RELATIONS    OF    TRAVEL  S,    ^>^c. 

"^  ARE 

RESPECTFULLY    INSCRIBED, 

AS  A   TESTIMONY   OF   GRATITUDE 

^  FOR  THE   FAVOURS  RECEIVED, 

Tj 

L-Z  FROM   MANY   OF  THEM,   BY 

1^ 

THEIR  MOST  OBEDIENT, 


NTERMONY,  the 7 
ift  of  0<5lober,  1762.  3 


AND  VERY  HUMBLE  SERVANT, 

THE    AUTHOR. 
a  2 
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THE 


SUBSCRIBERS. 


A. 

THE  right  hon.  Earl  of  Aylef- 
ford. 
George  Abercromby  of  Tillibody,  Efq; 
Ifaac  Akcrman,  Efq;  Fenchurch-flreet. 
Ralph  Allen,  Efq;  Prior-park,  2  fets. 
Sir  John  Anflruther  of  Anilruther,Bart. 

2  fets. 
John  Anderfon,  Efq;   London. 
Sir  Charles  Afgill,   Bart.   2  fets. 
Mr.  Hugh  Atkins,  merchant,  London, 

4  fets. 

B. 
The  right  hon.  Lord  Belhaven. 
The  right  hon   Lord  Bruce. 
The  hon.  George  Brown  of  Coalflon, 

fenator  of  the  College  of  Jufticc. 
The  rev.  Thomas  Bagfhaw,  D.  D. 
The  hon.  George  Baillie  of  Jervifwood, 

Efq; 
"William  Baird  of  New-Baith,  Efq; 
Henry  Baker,  Efq;   F.  R.  S. 
James  Barclay,  Efq; 
John  Barclay,   Efq; 
David  Barclay,  junr.  Efq; 
The  rev.  Dr.  Barclay,  Fellow  of  Merton- 

coll   Oxon. 
James  Robin fon  Barclay  of  Kevle,  Efq; 
Richard  Bcchcr,  Efq; 
Thomas  Becket,  bookfeller,  London. 
Peter  Bell,  fenr.  Efq;   Glafgow. 
Peter  Bell,  junr. 

William  Bell,  merchant  at  Leith,  3  fets. 
The  rev.  Mr.  William  Bell,  minifler  at 

Campfey. 
Mr.  William  Bell  of  Guernfey. 
Archibald  Bell  at  Manchefler. 
Capt.  Thomas  Bennet,  London. 


James  Bcnfon,  Efq;   London. 

Thomas  Buft,   Efq; 

Capt.  Leonard  Bazer,  London. 

Dr.  Birch,  fecretary  to  the  Royal  Society. 

Dr.  Blair. 

Blount,  apothecary  to  the  De- 
von-hofpital,  Exon. 
Charles  Bouchier,  Efq;  Edmonton. 
The  rev.  Mr.  Bouchery,  SwaiFham. 
John  Bond  of  Grange,  Efq; 
The  hon.  Alex.  Bofwell  of  Auchinlcck, 
fenator  of  the  College  of  Jufticc. 

Boyd  of  Trochrig,  Efq; 
Sir  Brook  Bridges,  Bart. 
Ifaac  Hawkins  Brown,  Efq; 
The  rev.  Mr.  John  Bradfute. 
Thomas  Berney  Bramfton  of  Skreens, 

Efq; 

Alexander  Brown  of  Ardi-ie. 

Jacob  Bryant,  Efq; 

James  Buchanan  of  Drumpellier,  Efq; 

Arch.  Buchanan  of  Drummikil,  E(q; 

The  rev.  Dr.  Buckler,  Fellow  of  Ail- 
Souls,  Oxon. 

Mrs.  Buchanan  of  Auchinrcoch. 

Merrick  Burrell,   Efq; 

James  Burnet  of  Mountbodo,  Efq; 

The  rev.  Mr.  BuJh  of  London. 

John  Byrom,  M.  D.  Manchefter. 

Edward  Byrom  of  Manchefler. 

Mr.  Bruch. 

James  BtU  of  Kirkton,  Efq; 

Matthew  Bell,  Efq;   of  Newcallle. 

Andrew  Burnet,  merchant  of  St.  Pe- 
tersburg. 

C. 

The  right  hon.  Earl  of  Cardigan. 

The  right  hon.  Earl  of  Chellerfield. 

The 
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The  light  hon.  Earl  Cowpcr. 

The  right  hon.  Countels-dowager  of 
Carhlle. 

The  right  rev.  Bp.  of  Carlifle,  F.R.S. 

David  CaJdcr  of  Inchbruch. 

William  Caddie,  junr.  of  Carron. 

John  Cameron  of  Carntyn. 

Mrs.  Mary  Campbell  of  Balquhane 

The  hon.  John  Campbell,  junr.  of 
Stonefield,  fenator  of  the  College  of 
JuAice. 

Dr.  John  Campbell. 

Alex.  Campbell,  furgeon  at  Pool. 

Daniel  Campbell,  Efq; 

John  Campbell,  Efq; 

Daniel  Campbell  of  Shawfield,  Efq; 

Pryce  Campbell,  Efq; 

Lieut.  Col.  Robert  Campbell. 

John  Cullcndar  of  Craigforth,  Efq; 

John  Carmichael  of  Caftlccraig,  Efq; 

James  Carmichael  of  Hales,  Efq; 

John  Cathcart,  Efq; 

James  Caulet,  Efq; 

John  Cay  ley,  merchant,  St.  Peters- 
burg. 

James  Cheap  of  Sawchy,  Efq; 

The  rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Chandler. 

Alex.  Chancelour  of  Shielhill,  Efq; 

Jofeph  Chippendall  of  Manchefter. 

Cholwell,  Efq;  of  the  Tcm.ple. 

Richard  Champion,  Efq;   of  Briftol. 

William  Champion,  Efq;   of  Briftol. 

Sir  James  Clark  of  Penaycook,  Bart. 

Dr.  Matthew  Clarke. 

The  rev.  Mr.  John  Clayton  of  Man- 
chefler. 

Benjamin  Coole  of  St.  Petersburg,  mer- 
chant. 

Dr.  John  Cook  of  Hamilton. 

Peter  Collinfon,   F.  R.  S. 

William  Colquhoun  of  Garfcadden  Efq; 

Andrew  Cochrane,  Efq;  late  provofl  of 
Glafgow. 

Peter  Colvil,  junr.  of  Ochiluie,  Efq; 


John  Cornwall,  Efq;  of  London. 

James  Corbett  of  Tolcrofs,  Efq; 

James  Corbett,  merchant  in  GlafgoW. 

Jofiah  Cotton,  Efq;  Old  Jewry. 

Hofea  Coates,  Efq;  of  Dublin. 

Oliver  Coult,  Efq; 

Nicholas  Crifp,  Efq; 

Crayle  Crayle,  Efq; 

John  Cruikfhank,  merchant  of  London, 
6  fets. 

William  Gumming,  M.  D.  of  Dorchefter. 

Alex.  Cunningham,  Efq;  of  Edinburgh. 

Mr.  Currie. 

John  Campbell  of  Clathick,  Efq; 

John  Campbell,  Efq; 

James  Campbell  of  Ardkinlas,  Efq; 

Mrs.  Campbell  of  Menzie. 

Alan  Cuthbertfon, merchant  in  Glafgow. 
D. 

Her  Grace  the  Dutchefs  of  Douglas, 
6  fets. 

The  right  hon.  the  Earl  of  Dunmore. 

Baron  De  Witz  minifter  from  Mecklen- 
burg. 

The  right  hon.  Robert  Dundas  of  Ar- 
niflon.  Lord  Prefident  of  the  Court 
of  SelTion. 

Sir  David  Dalrymple,  Bart. 

Theophilus  Daubuz,  Efq; 

Robert  Davenport,  merchant  in  Lond. 

John  Davie,  merchant  in  Edinburgh. 

Andrew  Devifme,  Efq;   London. 

John  Deponthieu  merchant,  London. 

John  H.  Demorin,  merchant,  St.  Pe- 
tersburg. 

Simon  Defnizkoi,  from  the  univerfity  of 
Mofco,  at  prefent  iludent  at  the  U- 
niverfity  of  Glafgow. 

Robert  Dingley,  Efq;  London. 

Henry  Digge,  Efq; 

John  Dickfon  of  Kilbucko,  Efq; 

The  rev.  John  Dickenfon,  A.  M.  Wif- 
bich. 

Dickenfon,  Efq;  Lincohi's  Jnn. 

Sir 
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Sir  Alex.  Dick  of  Preftonfield,  Bart. 

AJcx.  Donaldfon,  bookfeller,  Edinb. 

Mrs.  Duncan  at  Edinburgh. 

The  rev.  Chriftopher  Duffield  of  Fea- 
thcrftone. 

George  Drummond  of  Blahdrummond, 
Efq; 

Alex.  DufF  of  Hatton,   Efq; 

Thomas  Dundas  of  QuarreU,  Efq; 

Henry  Dundas,  Efq;  advocate,  2  fcts. 

The  rev.  Dr.  Dumarefquc. 

Governor  Dinwiddle. 

John   Drummond  of  Logle- Almond, 
Efq; 

E. 

The  right  hon.  Earl  of  Elgin. 

The  right  hon.  Earl  of  Errol. 

The  hon.  Charles  Elphinflone  of  Cum- 
bernauld, Efq; 

The  hon.  James  Erskine  of  Barjarg,  fe- 
nator  of  the  College  of  Juftice, 

John  Erskine  of  Carnock,  Efq; 

Mr.  David  Erskine,  writer  in  Edinb. 

Peter  Eaton,  Efq; 

Godolphin  Edwards,   Elq; 

George  Edwards,  Efq; 

John  Erskine  of  Cardrofs,  Efq; 

James  Erskine,  Efq;   advocate. 

Thomas  Eyre,  Efq; 

Mifs  Nelly  Edmonfton,  of  Newton. 

F. 

The  hon,  Edward  Finch,  Efq; 
The  hon.  Mrs.  Finch. 

Fall,  Efq;  provoH  of  Dunbar. 
Peter  Fearon  of  London. 
William  Fergus  of  Kirkintilloch. 
Sir  Adam  Fergv  Ton  of  Kilkerran,  Bart. 
Robert  Fergufon,  Efq;   Aullin-friars. 
Thomas  Forefler  of  Dcnovan. 
John  Fordyce,  Efq;  merchant  in  Edinb. 
The  rev.  Mr.  Forefter,  rector  of  Paf- 

fenham,  Northamptonfliire. 
Robert  Fordyce,  merch.  in  x'^.bcrdeen. 


Dr.  William  Freer,  Edinburgh. 

Mifs  Freamc. 

Robert  Freeland  of  Kirkintilloch. 

Jofcph  Freamc,  Efq;  of  London. 

Mofcs  Franco,  Efq; 

James  Frampton  of  Mozeton,  Efq; 

George  Frafer  of  Edinburgh, 

George  FuUertun,  Efq;  at  Leith. 

William  Frederick,  bookfeller,  Bath. 


The  right  hon.  John  Earl  of  Granville, 

Knight  of  the  Garter,   Prcfident  of 

the  Privy  Council,  &c.   50  fets. 
The  right  hon.  Earl  of  Granard. 
The  right  hon.  Earl  of  Glencairn. 
The  right  rev.  Bifhop  of  Glocefler. 
The  hon.  William  Grant  of  Prefton- 

Grange,  fenator   of  the  College  of 

Juflice. 
Francis  Garden,  Efq;  one  of  his  Maje- 

fty's  follicitors. 
Dr.    Gardiner  of   Great   MafTmgham, 

Norfolk. 
Robert  Gardiner  of  Edinburgh. 
Alexander  Garden  of  Troup,  Efq; 
John  Gibfon,  broker  in  London. 
Ofgood  Gee,  Efq; 

Phil.  Gell,  Efq;  of  Hopeton,  Derbyfliue. 
John  Garfliore  of  Garfhore,  Efq; 
Alex.  Gibfon,  junr.  of  Durye,  Efq; 
Mr.  John  Glafsford,  merchant  in  Glaf- 

gow. 
James  Glen,  Efq;  late  governor  of  S. 

Cai-olina. 
Thomas  Goldney,  Efq;   of  Clifton. 
Mrs.  Ann  Goldney  of  Clifton. 
Mrs.  Gordon  at  Glafgow. 
Chamberlain  Godfrey,   Efq; 
Jofeph  Godfrey,   Efq; 
Peter  Godfrey,  Efq; 
Edmund  Godfrey,  Efq; 
Thomas  Godfrey,  Efq; 
Ricliard  Gough,  Efq; 

William 


THE      SUBSCRIBERS. 


Wlllhin  Gomm,  junr.   merchant,    St. 

Petersburg. 
John  Gordon,  Efq; 
Charles  Cough,  Efq;   London. 
James  Grieve,  M.  D.  St.  Petersburg. 
Silvanus  Grove,  Efq; 
James  Grofet  of  Breadidiolm,  Efq; 
David  Graham  of  Micklewood,  Efq; 
Sir  Archibald  Grant,  Bart. 
The  rev.  Mr.  Andrew  Gray,  minifler  of 

New  Kilpatrick. 
The  rev.  Dr.  Green,   reflor  of  Bell- 

Broughton,  Worcefterfliire. 
William  Graham  of  Airth,  Efq;  2  fets. 
David  Graeme  of  Orchill,  Efq; 
Henry  Graeme,   Efq;    2  fets. 
John  Galbreath  of  Balgare,  Efq; 
Library  of  the  Univerfityof  Glafgow. 

H. 
The  right  hon.  Earl  of  FTyndford. 

Countefs  oi  Hyndford. 

Earl  of  Haddington. 

Earl  of  HoldernefTe. 

Earl  of  Home. 
The  hon.  James  Hamilton,  Efq; 
Charles  Hamilton  of  Wiflhaw,  Efq; 
Lady  Hamilton  of  Rofchall. 
Henry  Hamilton,  Efq;   Londonderry. 
Robert  Haldane  of  Glenegy,   Efq; 
Patrick  Haldane,  Efq; 
Capel  Hanbury,  Efq; 
Jonas  Hanway,  Efq; 
Alex.  ILiy  of  Drummellicr,  Efq; 
Will.  Hay,  junr.  of  Drummellier,  Efq; 
Rev.  Mr.  Harden. 
John  Hardman  of  Manchefter. 
George  Hay  of  St.  Petersburg. 
George   Gottfried  Harenfeller   of    St. 

Petersburg. 
Rev.  Dr.  Harrifon  of  C.  C.  C.  Oxford. 
William  Havard  of  London. 
The  hon.  Dr.  Hay. 
John  Hay  of  Belton,  Efq; 


William  Heron,  Efq; 
James  Henckell,  Efq;   London. 
Rev.  Mr.  Humphrey  Henchman. 
Sir  Robert  Henderfon  of  Fordell,  Bart. 
Thomas  Hepburn,  merchant  in  Edinb. 
Patrick  Heron  of  Heron,  Efq; 
Richard  Hoare  of  Boreham,  Efq; 
William  Hog  and  fon,  of  Edinburgh. 
William  Hope  Wier,   Efq; 
Edmund  Holme  of  Manchefter. 
Charles  Grave  Hudfon,  F.  R.  S. 
William  Hudfon,  F.  R.  S. 

Haldane,  junr.  of  Lanerk,  Efq; 
Robert  Hudfon,  Efq; 


Archibald  Ingram,  Efq;  prcfent  Lord 
Provoil  of  Glafgow. 

James  Jackfon,  merchant  of  St.  Peters- 
burgh. 

William  Johnfton  of  London. 

K. 

Robert  Kennedy  of  Aughtcfardel,  Efq; 

James  Kennedy  of  Kayly,  Efq; 

Thomas  Kennedy,  junr.  of  Denur€,Efq; 

Kincaid  and  Bell,  bookfellers  in  Edin- 
burgh,  6  fets. 

E.  King,  Efq;   of  Lincoln's  Inn. 

Marfden  Kenj'on  of  Mancheflcr. 

John  Kincaid  of  Kincaid,  Efq; 

JSIr.  Geo.  Kippen,  merchant  in  Glafgow. 

Henry  Klaufing  of  St.  Petersburg,  mer- 
chant. 

Sir  Wyndham  KnatchbuU,  Bart. 

Thomas  Knight,  Efq; 

L. 

The  right  hon.  Earl  of  Leven. 
William  Lenox  of  Woodhead,  Efq; 
T.  Llewellin,  L.  L.  D. 
W.  J.  Licbman,  London. 
Sir  David  Lindfay,  Bart. 
William  Loch,  writer,  of  Edinburgh. 

Library 
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Library  of  Liverpool. 

John  Lockhart  of  Lee,  Efq; 

James  Livingfton,  writer  at  Falkirk. 

Thomas  Lockhart,  Efq; 

Theodore  Luders,  Efq;  counfellor  of 
the  embaffy  from  the  court  of  Ruffia. 

Revd.  Mr.  Jonathan  Lypeatt,  of  Borin- 
ger,  Eflex. 

John  Lenox,  Efq; 

Gilbert  Laing,  merchant  in  St.  Peters- 
burg. 

M. 

His  ferene  highncfs  Prince  Charles  of 
Mecklenburgh-Streli  tz . 

His  ferene  highnefs  Prince  Erneft  of 
Mecklenburgh-Strelitz. 

His  grace  the  Duke  of  Montrofe,  6  fets. 

The  right  hon.  Earl  of  Marchmont. 

The  right  hon.  Earl  of  Macclesfield. 
P.  R.  S. 

The  right  hon.  Earl  Marefchal. 

The  right  hon.  Lady  Mansfield. 

High.  hon.  and  rev.  Biftiop  of  Meath. 

The  Laird  of  M*=Farlane. 

Dr.  M'^Farlane,  of  Edinburgh. 

Dr.  M'^Farlane,  jun.  of  Edinburgh. 

William  M'^Farlane,  Efq;  of  Aymouth. 

Robert  Mackye,  Efq;  of  London,  4  fets. 

Ebenezcr  M'^Culloch  of  Edinburgh, 

Norman  M*=Leod  of  M'^Leod,  Efq; 

Library  of  Manchefter. 

Robert  M'Nair  of  Falkirk. 

Robert  M*^ Queen,  Efq;  advocate. 

Arthur  Maifter,  merchant  of  St.  Peters- 
burg. 

George  M*^Dougal  of  Makerfton,  Efq; 

Sir  William  Maxwell  of  SpringkelljBart. 

Sir  James  M'^Donald,  Bart. 

John  Major,  Efq;  of  London. 

Marks,  Efq;  of  London. 

Lafcells  Mctcalf,  El'q;  of  London. 

Robert  Mcnzies  of  Coulterhall,  Efq; 

Michael  Miller,  Efq;  of  Briftol. 

John  Mifenor,  Efq;  of  London. 
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Richard  Milles,  Efq. 

John  Mills  of  London. 

George  Middleton  of  Seaton,  Efq; 

John  Moor  of  Falkirk. 

Dr.  Mounfey,  late  diretftor  general  oF 
medicine  in  Ruflia. 

Sir  Roger  Moflyn,  Bart. 

John  Moor,  Efq;  rear-admiral. 

Henry  Moor,  Efq;  of  Jamaica. 

David  Moncrief,   Efq;   deputy  remem- 
brancer of  the  exchequer,  Scotland. 

James  Montgomery,   Efq;   one  of  his 
Majefty's  foUicitors  general. 

James  Moor,  L. L.  D.  profeflbr  of  Greek 
in  the  Univerfity  of  Glafgow. 

William  Murray  of  Touchadam,  Efq; 

Ja.  Murray,  Efq; 

John  Muirhead,  Efq;  of  Gorbals. 

The  reverend  Dr.  Mufgrave,  provofl:  of 
Chrift's-coll.  Oxford. 

Henry  Muilman,  Efq;  of  London. 

Monro  of  Auchinbowie,  Efq; 

Mr.  George  Muirhead,  profefFor  of  Hu- 
manity in  the  Univerfity  of  Glafgow. 

James  Mathias,  Efq;  of  London. 

James  Murray  of  Abercairn,  Efq; 

Anthony  Murray  of  Dollerie,  Efq. 

Alexander  Munro,  merchant  in  Glafgow. 
More  of  Leckie,  Efq; 

N. 

The  right  hon.  Lord  Napier. 

The  rev,  Mr.  William  Nairn,  M.  A.  of 
Poole. 

John  Napier  of  Bolikinrene,  Efq; 

Lt.  Colonel  William  Napier,   2  fets. 

Mifs  Jenny  Napier. 

Do<fl:or  Napier  of  London. 

Sir  James  Naifmith  of  Polio,  Bart. 

Robert  Nettleton,  Efq;  governor  of  the 
Ruflia  company. 

Nathaniel  Newberry,  merchant  of  Lon- 
don,  2  fets. 

John  Nourfe,  King's  bookfeller,  Lond. 
b  James 
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^mes  Norman,  Efq;  London. 
Henry  Norris,  Efq;  Loudon. 
Wm.  Norihey,  Efq;  Grovefnor-fquare. 
Lt.  John  Napier  of  Craiganet. 
Hourton  Stewart  Nicoifon  of  Carnock, 

Efq; 

O. 

The  right  hon.  Earl  of  Orford, 

Archibald  Ogilvie  of  Rothcmay,  Efq; 

Charles  O  Hara,  Efq;  of  Dublin. 

Leak  Okeover  of  Okeover,  Efq;  Staf- 
ford-fhire. 

George  Ouchterlony,  Efq.  of  London. 

Library  of  C.  C.  C.  Oxford. 

P. 

The  right  hon.  Lord  Chief  JuAice  Sir 

Charles  Pratt. 
David  Paterfon  of  Bannockburn,  Efqj 
Robert  Patrick,  Efq;  of  Dublin. 
Do(flor  Park  of  Kilmarnock. 
Thomas  Penn,  Efq;  of  London,   6  fets. 
The  right  hon.  Lady  JuluinaPenn. 
Mifs  Penn. 
Richard  Penn,  Efq; 
Rev.  Roger  Pettyward,  D.  D. 
Richard  Pennant,  Efq; 
George  Peters,  Efq;  of  London. 
Mrs.  Pickard  of  Edmonton. 
William  Pickance  of  LiverpooL 
Thomas  Phipps,  Efq; 
Charles  Pinfold,  Efq; 
M.  de  Plefohcoff,  counfellor  to  the  court 

of  Ruflia 
Thomas  Plummer,  Efq; 
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TN  my  youth  I  Had  a  ftrong  defire  of  feeing  foreign 
pares ;  to  fatisfy  which  indination,  after  having  ob- 
tained, from  fome  perfons  of  worth,  recommendatory 
letters  to  Dodor  areskine,  chief  phyfician  and  privy- 
counfellor  to  the  Czar  peter  the  Firft,  I  embarked  at 
LONDON,  in  the  month  of  July  1 7 1 4,  on  board  the  pro- 
sperity of  ramsgate,  Capt.  emerson,  for  st.  Peters- 
burg. On  my  arrival  there,  I  was  received  by  Dodlor 
areskine  in  a  very  friendly  mannerj  to  whom  I  com- 
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municated  my  intentions  of  feeking  an  opportunity  of 
vifiting  fome  parts  of  as i  a,  at  leaft  thofe  parts  which 
border  on  Russia.  Such  an  opportunity  foon  prefenc- 
ed  itfelf,  on  occafion  of  an  embafly,  then  preparing, 
from  his  Czarifh  Majefty  to  the  Sophy  of  persia. 

Artemy  petrovich  valensky,  a  gentleman  of  a 
family  of  diftindlion,  and  a  captain  of  the  guards,  was 
appointed  ambaflador  by  his  Majefty.  Upon  his  no- 
mination, he  applied  to  Do6lor  a  r  e  s  k  i  n  e  to  re- 
commend a  perfon,  who  had  fome  knowledge  in  phy- 
fic  and  furgery,  to  go,  in  his  fuice,  in  the  embafly.  As 
I  had  employed  fome  part  of  my  time  in  thofe  ftu- 
dies,  the  Dodlor  recommended  me;  which  he  did  in  fo 
cordial  a  manner,  as  produced  to  me,  from  the  am- 
baffador,  many  marks  of  friendfhip  and  regard,  which 
fubfifted  not  only  during  the  journey,  but  alfo  conti- 
nued, from  that  time,  to  the  end  of  his  days.  The 
Doctor,  at  the  fame  time,  recommended  me  to  the  col- 
lege of  foreign  affairs  at  st.  Petersburg,  by  whom  I 
was  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  peter  the  Firft. 

Having  acquainted  the  reader  with  the  manner  of 
my  entering  on  the  travels,  which  are  the  principal 
fubject  of  the  following  fheets,  I  fliall  take  the  liberty 
to  fay,   that  1  have,   through  the  whole,  given  the  ob- 

fervations. 
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fervations,  which  then  appeared  to  me  worth  remark- 
ing, without  attempting  to  embelliih  them,  by  taking 
any  of  the  liberties  of  exaggeration,  or  invention,  fre- 
quently imputed  to  travellers. 

I  took  notes  of  the  fubjecft  of  the  following  trea- 
tife,  by  way  of  diary,  from  time  to  time,  during  the 
Gourfe  of  my  travels  ;  intending  nothing  further,  at 
that  time,  than  to  keep  them  as  helps  to  my  memo- 
ry, that  I  might,  as  occafion  offered,  communicate,  in 
converfation  with  my  friends,  what  I  had  obferved 
worth  remarking ;  and  tliat  I  might  be  capable  of  oliv- 
ine information  to  others,  who  mip-ht  be  defirous  of  it, 
on  their  being  to  make  the  fame  journies. 

About  four  years  ago^  fpending  fome  days  at  the 
houfe  of  a  Right  Honourable,  and  moft  honoured,- 
Friend,  the  fubjefl  of  my  travels  took  up  a  great  part 
of  our  converfation^  during  which,  upon  his  enquiring 
occafionally,  whecher  I  had  taken  any  notes  of  the  pla- 
ces, &c.  through  which  I  had  pafTed  in  my  feveral  jour- 
nies, and,  upon  my  anfvvering  in  the  affirmative,  he  was 
pleafed  to  take  fome  pains  to  engage  me  to  promife  that 
I  would  collect  my  notes  and  obfervations,  and  form 
them  into  journals,  as  complete  as  the  time  elapfcd 
would  admit,  and  communicate  them  co  the  world. 

It 
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Ic  was  not  without  reludlance  that  I  fet  about  this 
work;  which,  had  I  thought  it  worth  the  publics  ac- 
ceptance and  perufal,  I  would  have  done  long  ago. 
Such  as  it  is,  I  now  offer  it  to  them;  and  flatter  myfelf, 
(with  hopes  at  leaft,)  that  the  plainnefs  of  flyle,  in 
which  it  is  wrote,  will  be  of  no  prejudice  to  it  with 
candid  readers,  who  may  find  in  it  fome  things  new, 
and  of  which  they  would  chufe  to  be  informed. 

In  reeard  to  the  tranflation  of  Mr.  de  lange's  Jour- 
nal,  I  have  given  it  for  two  reafons ;  firft,  becaufe  it 
continues  the  negociation  begun  by  Mr.  de  i  s  m  a  y- 
L  o  F  F ,  in  the  courfe  of  which  Mr.  de  l  a  n  g  e  fur- 
niflies  the  reader  with  a  diftind  detail  of  the  manner 
of  tranfacling  affairs  with  the  minifters  of  flate,  of 
their  chicaneries,  &c.  at  the  court  of  pekin.  Second- 
ly, becaufe  I  do  not  apprehend  it  hath  ever  appeared 
in  the  English  language;  at  leafl,  I  have  made  what 
enquiries  I  could,  to  find  if  it  had  been  tranflated, 
which  have  been  all  fruidefs. 

As  I  well  knew  the  worthinefs  and  integrity  of  Mr. 
de  LANGE,  and  am  fully  perfuaded  that  his  Journal  was 
genuine,  though  perhaps  obtained  furreptitioufly  by  the 
edicor,   I  have  clofed  the  tranflation  with  the  end  of 
Mr.  de  lange's  Journal,  on  his  arrival  at  selingin- 

SKY 
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SKY  on  the  frontiers  of  Siberia;  having  omitted  an  ad- 
dition to  it,  made  by  the  editor,  of  the  trade  and 
monies  of  china;  concerning  which,  the  editor,  when 
he  enters  upon  it,  acquaints  the  reader  that  he  had  not 
the  means  necefiliry  for  fufficient  information.  For  the 
reft,  the  tranQation  is  juft,  as  may  be  feen  by  compar- 
ing It  with  the  original. 
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NAMES  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  PERSONS  WHO  COMPOSED 
THE  TRAIN  OF  THE  AMBASSADOR, 

ARTEMII  PETROVICH  VALENSKY, 

V  I  z. 

GREGORY  CHRISTOPHER  VENIGERKIND,   Secretary. 
JAQJJES  DE  VILLETTE,  Captain  Engineer. 

MATPHE  PARFILICH  KARTZOFF,       ^ 

ADRIAN  IVANOVICH  LOPUCHIN,         i^'f^^  ""^  '^^ 

\       Embaliy. 

The  AUTHOR  of  this  Journal,  -^ 
HYLARION,   a  Monk,  Priefl. 

VASSILE  KURDEFFSKY,  ^ 

ALEXIE   TULKATZOFF,  (interpreters.. 

DEMETRY  PETRITZ,  ^ 

VASSILE   SHADAYOFF,  "^Clerks,   or 

ALEXIE  BUCHTARYOFF,  S    Writers. 

With  many  others ;  v:z.  A  band  of  mufic,  confifling  of  trumpets,  kettle- 
drums, violins,  hautboys,  Sec.  carpenters,  fmiths,  taylors,  valets  and  footmen,, 
amounting  in  all  to  above  one  hundred  perfons;  befides  a  troop  of  twenty- 
five  dragoons  for  our  efcort,  from  astrachan  to  Ispahan. 


A 

JOURNEY 

FROM 

S^    PETERSBURG 

T   O 

ISPAHAN. 

CHAPTER     I. 

From   ST.  Petersburg   to   casan. 

N  the  fifteenth  of  July,   171 5,  I  fet  out  from 
ST.  PETERSBURG,  in  Company  with  MefTieurs 

VENIGERKIND,     DE    VILLETTE,     and    KURDEFFSKY. 

That  city,  which  has  fince  grown  fo  confiderable, 
was  then  in  its  infancy,  having  been  founded,  ten 
or  eleven  years  before,  by  that  truly  great  man  pe- 
ter the  Firft,  to  whom  no  undertaking  feemed  dif- 
ficult. 

St.  PETERSBURG  is  fituatcd  in  fixty  degrees  north 
latitude,  partly  on  the  continent  of  ingria  and 
CARE  LI  A,  and  partly  on  different  iflands  formed  by 
the  river  neva  which  difcharges  itfelf,  by  four 
channels,  into  the  gulf  of  Finland,  a  little  be- 

A  2  low 
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CHAP.  I  .low  die  city.  It  is  defended  by  a  ftrong  caflle,  built 
^7^5-  with  ftonc  and  brick,  inaccefTible  to  fliips  of  force, 
there  being  but  eight  feet  water  on  the  bar.  As. 
the  Czar  had  determined  to  form  a  city  all  at  once, 
and  not  to  truft  to  time  for  the  growth  of  a  place 
which  he  had  chofen  for  the  feat  of  government, 
he  affembled  inhabitants  from  every  province  of  his 
empire,  and  allured  ftrangers  from  moft  parts  of 
EUROPE;  fo  that  the  place  was  even  well  peopled,, 
and  had  not  the  appearance  of  a  city  fo  lately 
founded. 

The  adjacent  country  Is  generally  covered  with 
woods,  confifting  of  various  kinds  of  pines,  birch, 
alder,  afpine,  and  other  trees  natural  to  the  north- 
ern climates. 

To  the  fouthward,  efpecially  along  the  fliore  to- 
wards PETERKOFF,  the  country  in  fummer  is  very 
plcafant,  with  country-feats,  corn-fields,  and  mea- 
dows interfperfed. 

The  river  neva  fails  out  of  the  Ladoga  Lake 
at  sLussELDURG,  a  ftrong  caftle,  about  fixty  verft 
above  st.  Petersburg.  It  is  a  noble  ftream  of 
clear,  wholefome  water,  v/ith  this  peculiar  quality 

that 
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that  It  is  feldom  muddy.     It  contains  a  great  va-cHAP.  i. 
riety  of  excellent  fifli,  which  fupply  the  market  all   ^  7  ^  5- 
the  year,  and  is  navigable  to  the  Ladoga  by  flat- 
bottomed  veflels. 

The  woods  on  each  fide  are  flored  with  game; 
fuch  as  hares,  which  are  white  as  fnow  in  winter, 
and  turn  brown  in  fummer;  wild-deer,  bears  and 
wolves;  the  laft  are  fo  bold  that  I  have  knov/n  them, 
in  the  night-time,  carry  off  a  dog  from  a  man's  foot, 
in  croffing  the  river  on  the  ice.  There  are  alfo  elks 
about  the  Lake  of  Ladoga.  As  for  wild-fowl,  few 
places  can  boafl:  of  greater  variety.  The  chief  are 
thefe;  the  urhaan,  called  in  French  coqlhnocfc;  this 
bird  is  black,  with  beautiful  red  ilreaks  about  its 
head  and  eyes.  The  cock  is  about  the  fize  of  a 
turkey;  the  hen  is  lefs  and  of  a  brown  colour.  The 
heath-cock,  in  French  coq  de  bruiere,  of  the  fame 
colour  and  marks  as  the  former,  but  not  fo  laro-c. 
The  partridge,  which  the  frencii  call ^/7/;/^/.  Thcfe 
three  kinds  perch  on  trees;  and  in  winner  feed  on 
fir-tops,  and  on  crane-berries,  which  they  fcrape  from 
under  the  fnow.  There  is  alfo  found  here  the  com- 
mon ENGLISH  partridge;   it  is  however  but  rare. 

The 
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CHAP.  I. The  tarmachan,  a  bird  well  known  In  the  northern 
^7^5-  parts  of  England,  and  in  Scotland,  are  here  in 
plenty. 

As  foon  as  the  ice  goes  off  in  the  fprlng,  vaft 
flocks  of  water- fowl  come  hither  from  the  Caspian 
Sea,  and  other  fouthern  regions,  to  hatch.  Thefe 
confifl  of  fwans,  geefe,  a  variety  of  wild -ducks, 
teal,  &c. 

Snipes  and  wood-cocks  breed  here,  many  of  which 
arc  catched  by  the  Russians,  who  are  excellent 
filhcrs  and  fportfmen. 

From  ST.  Petersburg  we  directed  our  courfe 
along  the  weftern  bank  of  the  neva,  till  we  came 
to  the  brick-works.  The  weather  being  very  hot 
we  halted  here  a  few  hours,  and  in  the  evening: 
purfued  our  journey  to  a  fmall  river  which  falls  into 
the  NEVA,  about  thirty  verfl:  above  sr.  Petersburg. 
At  this  place  we  let  our  horfes  go  to  grafs,  and  lay 
in  our  waggons  till  the  morning,  but  were  much  mo- 
lefted  by  the  gnats  and  muskitos. 

Next  morning  we  continued  our  journey  and  paf- 
fed  a  village  called  ishora,  where  the  inhabitants 
fpeak  a  language,  and  wear  a  drefs  different  from 

the 
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the  RUSSIAN,  though  they  profefs  the  fame  greek  chap.  i. 
religion.     It  is  probable  they  arc  the  defcendancs  of  ^J^^J^' 
a  colony,  formerly  brought  hither,  fiom  fome  of  the 
provinces  of  livonia. 

Next  day  we  came  to  the  volchova,  a  great 
river  ifluinir  from  a  lake  called  it  men,  not  far  dif- 
tant  from  the  city  of  novogorod,  vvhich  difchargcs 
itfelf  into  the  Ladoga.  Here  we  left  our  horfcs, 
and,  putting  our  waggons  and  carriages  on  board 
barques,  went  up  the  river,  ufmg  oars  or  fails,  by 
turns,  as  necefficy  obliged  us.  The  banks  of  the 
volchova  are  covered  with  many  villages,  and 
fruitful  corn-fields,  intermixed  wich  natural  woods. 
We  found,  as  we  v/ent  along,  plenty  of  fiih,  and 
country  provifions. 

The  19th,  wc  arrived  at  novogorod  velikoi,. 
or  the  GREAT  NOVOGOROD,  fo  Called  to  diilinguifli 
it  from  many  lefTer  towns  of  the  fame  name.  This 
city  (lands  about  two  hundred  verfl  foueh  call:  from 
PETERSBURG.  The  VOLCHOVA  ruus  through  the 
middle  of  it,  over  which  there  is  a  v/oodcn  bridge 
defended  by  a  forcrefs.  There  are  many  v/ell  built 
churches  in  the  townj  and  a  great  number  of  mona- 

ileiies 
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CHAP,  i.flcrlcs   in   the  neighbourhood,    pleafancly  fituated, 
^7^5-  wliich  form  a  very  agreeable  profpecl.     It  was  for- 
merly a  place  of  great  note,  but  is  now  much  de- 
cayed.     Here  is  an  archbifhop  who  enjoys  a  very 
confiderable  revenue. 

July  2  2d,  having  put  our  carriages  on  board  ano- 
ther barque,  we  failed  up  the  river  to  the  Lake  il- 
men;  and,  leaving  it  on  our  right  hand,  entered  a 
fmall  river  called  msta,  and  at  night  came  to  bru- 
KiTZ,  a  large  village,  thirty  verfl  from  novogorod. 
Here  we  difcharged  our  boats;  and,  having  procured 
horfes,  we  proceeded  next  morning  thirty  verft  to 
the  villaee  of  zaytzoff,  from  thence  to  krasny- 
STANKY,  and  then  to  krestitsky,  where  we  chang- 
ed horfes,  with  which  we  travelled  to  yashilbitza. 
Here  begin  the  val day-hills,  which  run  to  a  great 
diftancc  from  cad  to  weft;  but  are  only  about  twen- 
ty or  thirty  verft  broad.     They  are  moftly  covered 
with  wood.      We  came  next  to  the  town  of  val- 
DAY  ;   this  place  is  pleafantly  fituated  at  the  foot 
of  the  hills,  adjoining  to  a  large  lake  of  the  fame 
name,  in  the  middle  of  which  is  an  ifland,  whereon 
ftands  a  monaftery.    The  country  in  the  neighbour- 
hood 
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hood  is  hilly,   but  not  mountainous,   exhibiting  aciiAP.  i. 
beautiful  variety  of  plain  and  rifing  grounds.  ^7^5* 

The  next  ftage  is  zimogory,  and  after  that  visri- 
NOY-VOLOTZOKE.  Here  is  a  canal  of  confiderablc 
extent,  cut  by  peter  the  firll:,  which  opens  a  com- 
munication, by  water,  from  st.  Petersburg  to  all 
the  places  on  the  volga,  and  many  other  parts  of 
RUSSIA;  and  proves  a  great  encouragement  to  trade, 
and  very  advantageous  to  the  merchant,  in  fuch  ex- 
tenfive  trads  of  land. 

Next  day  we  came  to  tor sh oak,  a  fmall  town. 

The  25)th  we  arrived  at  tweer,  a  populous  and 
trading  town,  defended  by  a  caftle;  it  is  the  capita! 
of  a  province,  and  a  bifhop's  feat.  It  derives  its 
name  from  a  rivulet  in  the  neighbourhood,  called 
tweertza,  and  (lands  on  the  banks  of  the  famous 
iiver  VOLGA. 

The  VOLGA,  known  formerly  by  the  name  of 
RHA,  has  its  fource  not  far  to  the  weftward  of 
tweer.  At  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  fource  of 
the  VOLGA,  two  other  noble  rivers  take  their  rife; 
the  DNIEPER,  or  borysthenes,  which  runs  into  the 

Vol.  I.  B  black 
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CHAP.  1. BLACK  Sea  ac  otzakof;   and  the  duina,  which  falls 
^7^5'  into  the  baltig  at  riga.  •■ 

The  VOLGA,  afcer  viiinng  in  its  courfc  to  the 
fouth  eafl  many  fruitful  countries,  difcharges  itfelf 
into  the  casiman  Sea,  about  fixty  verft  below  a- 
str\chan;  and,  in  all  this  long  courfe,  there  is  not 
a  fingle  cataracft  to  interrupt  the  navigation.  As  to. 
fifh,  no  river  in  the  v;orld  can  afford  greater  variety, 
better  of  their  kind,  nor  in  larger  quantities 

Here  we  tafted  the  frerlett,  a  fi(h  much  and  gene- 
rally edeemed,  it  h  of  the  fturgeon  kind,  but  feldorQ 
grov.s  above  uhircy  inches  iong.  It  is  found  in  other 
rivers  of  russi\;  but  the  volga  produces  the  bcft 
and  in  greatell  plenty.  The  caviare,  or  fpawn,  is. 
very  good  to  cat  raw,  after  being  cleaned  and  dref- 
fcd.  I  never  could  find  a  lilherman  who  had  feen 
their  fry. 

TI:c  fame  day,  having  changed  horfes,  we  pro- 
ceeded on  our  journey  to  gorodna,  a  large  village,, 
on  the  weft  bank  of  the  volga.  From  this  place 
is  feen  a  charming  landskip,  containing  a  full  view 
of  the  windino;s  of  that  river. 

From  hence,  after  pading  many  villages,  we  came 
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to  KLEEN  a  preccy  large  town,  and  the  laft  flagc  to  chap,  k 
MOSGO.      The  country  between  klkkn  and  mosco    ^Z^l' 
is  pleafant,  having  many  tufts  of  wood,  of  unequal 
bignefs,  fcattered  among  the  corn-fields,   that  con- 
tribute to  beautify  the  councry,  which  had  no  great 
appearance  of  fertility. 

About  feven  verfl:  from  mosco  we  paiTed  through 
a  large  village,  called  fse-swatzky,  inhabited  by 
Chriftians  of  the  Eaftcrn  church,  named  Georgi- 
ans; their  ancient  country  was  gurgistax,  now 
one  of  the  northerly  provinces  of  per  si  a;  they  were 
driven  from  their  native  country  by  the  perfecution 
•of  the  PERSIANS;  and  flying  into  Russia,  they  there 
found  an  hofpitable  reception,  many  of  them  beino; 
employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  Emperor. 

From  this  place  there  is  a  viev/  of  the  city  mos- 
co, and,  at  this  dilfance,  few  cities  in  the  world 
make  a  finer  appearance;  for  it  Hands  on  a  ridno- 
ground,  and  contains  many  flately  churches  and  mo- 
nafteries,  whofe  fteeplcs  and  cupolas  are  generally 
covered  either  with  copper  gilt,  or  tin  plates,  which 
(hine  like  gold  and  filver  in  the  fun. 

Augufl  2d  wc  arrived  at  the  ciry  of  .aiosco.     I 

B   2  have 
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CHAP.  I. have  omlcccd  the  names  and  diftances  of  many  in- 
^7^5-  confiderable  places,  through  which  we  paffed,  lee  it 
fuffice,  chat  the  diftance  between  st.  Petersburg 
and  iMOSco  is  about  feven  hundred  and  thirty  verft; 
and  althoui>:h  the  hot  weather  detained  us  lono;  on 
the  road,  in  winter  the  journey  is  eafily  performed 
with  fledges  in  three  days. 

On  the  loth  of  Augufl,  my  friends,  MefTieurs: 
LANGE  and  GiRVAN,  arrived  here  in  then-  way  to- 
CHINA,  on  a  meffiige  from  the  Czar  to  the  Emperor^ 
of  CHINA.  The  firfl  was  a  swede,  and  the  other  a 
phyfician,  from  the  county  of  air  in  Scotland. 

We  (layed  in  mosco  about  three  weeks,  having 
many  thuigs  to  prepare  for  fo  long  a  journey.  This 
city,  ftanding  on  an  eminence,  as  was  already  obfer- 
\cd,  commands  an  extenfive  profpecl  of  a  fine  plain 
country,  adorned  with  woods  and  clumps  of  trees,., 
monaileries  and  gentlemens  feats.  The  river  mos- 
co runs  almoft  through  it,  which,  emptying  itfclf 
JQto  the  VOLGA,  preferves  a  communication  with  all 
the  fouthcrn  parts  of  Russia,  and  even  with  Persia. 
From  thefe  advantages  in  fituation,  this  place  is 

v,ery/ 
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very  convenient  for  trade,  which  flouridies  here  to  c  h  a  p .  i . 
a  confiderable  degree.  ^7^5* 

The  city  is  fortified  wich  a  flrong  brick-wall,  cal- 
led BELiGOROD,  having  cmbrafurcs  and  a  ditch. 
Within  this  is  another  wall,  called  kitaygorod. 
This  lafl:  inclofes  what  is  called  the  grim  l  in,  in 
which  is  the  old  imperial  palace,  compounded  of  a 
number  of  buildings,  added  to  one  another  at  diffe- 
rent times.  Some  of  the  apartments  are  very  fpaci- 
ous;  particularly  that  called  granavitapallata,. 
where  audience  was  2;iven  to  forei2:n  ambalTadors  ; 
adjoining  to  the  palace  are  many  ediiices,  where  were 
held  the  courts  of  juftice.  Here  alfo  (lands  a  lofty 
tower,  wherein  is  hung  the  largeft  bell  in  the  world, 
called  IVAN  veleke,  weighing  about  ten  thouilmd 
poods;  wliich,  reckoning  each  pood  at  near  thirty-fix 
pounds  ENGLISH,  Will  amount  to  about  an  hundred 
and  fixty  tun  weight.  Bcfidcs  thefe,  there  is  a  ca- 
thedral church,  and  an  arfenal,  well  furnidied  with^ 
brafs  cannon,  mortars  and  other  warlike  llores.  Be- 
yond the  brick-walls,  already  mentioned,  there  is 
an.  earthen  one,  of  great  circumference,  round  the- 

whole  5: 
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CHAP.  I. whole;  and  without  this  the  fuburbs  alfo  are  very 
'7^5-  cxtcnfive. 

The  great  plenty  of  provifions  in  this  place  fur- 
prized  me  not  a  little;  I  found  here  fruits  of  diffe- 
rent kinds,  which  I  did  not  expe61,  particularly  ex- 
cellent melons,  and  arboozes,  or  water  melons. 

Auguft  the  2 1  ft  we  fliipped  our  baggage  on  board 
fix  fmall  barques,  adapted  by  their  conftrufiiion,  ei- 
ther for  fails  or  oars,  as  fliould  be  moft  convenient, 
and  fell  down  the  river.  The  ambaiTador  only  re- 
mained at  Mosco  waiting  for  fome  difpatches  from 
court.  In  the  evening  we  pafTed  koluminska,  a 
village  pleafantly  fituated  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
Mosco  river,  near  which  is  a  large  country-houfe, 
with  gardens,  and  orchards,  belonging  to  the  court. 

October  3d  we  came  to  column  a,  a  fortified 
town.  Next  day,  the  wind  being  favourable,  we 
hoifted  fail,  and,  after  going  about  three  verft,  en- 
tered the  river  oka,  into  which  the  mosco  falls  and 
lofes  its  name.  The  oka  rifes  in  the  ukrain,  and 
runs  to  the  foutheaft;  it  contains  a  great  quantity 
of  water,  and  is  navigable  very  far  up  the  country. 

The  c^th  we  arrived  at  pereslave-resansky,  a 

large 
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large  town  to  the  left,  fituatcd  about  a  verll  fromciiAP.  i. 
the  river  oka,  it  is  the  feat  of  an  archbilhop,  and    ^7'5' 
the  country  around  is  very  fruitful  in  corn. 

The  1 6th  we  came  to  kasslmova,  formerly  the 
refidence  of  a  tartar  Prince,  but  the  family  is  now 
converted  to  christian rry,  and  retains  only  the  old 
name  of  kassimofsky  czarf.vitz.  The  place  is  at 
prcfcnt  inconfidcrable.  There  are  ftill  here  a  few 
MAHOMETAN  TART.\Rs  v\^ho  are  allov/cd  the  free 
exercife  of  their  religion,  and  have  a  fmall  oratory, 
I  accompanied  our  interpreter  to  villt  one  of  them, 
an  old  acquaintance  of  his.  He  was  a  very  decent 
man;  we  flw/  a  horfe  newly  killed,  which  they  in- 
tended to  cat.  Tliey  prefer  this  kind  of  food  to 
beef,  and  invited  us  to  ihare  their  rcpall,  which  v;e 
declined,  pretending  we  had  not  time. 

The  17th  Yv^e  left  kassimova,  and  the  2i(l:  ar- 
rived at  iMURUM,  a  pretty  large  town,  and  a  bilhop's 
fee.  The  country  produces  plenty  of  corn.  About 
this  place  there  are  a  fcv/  idolatrous  tartars,  v/ho^ 
live  in  little  dirty  cottages,  thinly  fcattcred.  They^ 
are  a  very  fimplc  and  harmlcfs  people.  Mow  or  v*  hen 
ahey  fettled  here  is.  not  known. 

T6e 
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CHAP.  I.      The  2 2d  we  pafled  a  large  village,  called  paulo 
^7 [5-  vo-PKREVoz,  the  property  of  Prince  tzerhaskoy. 
Its  fituation  is  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river.     Here 
the  banks  are  much  higher  than  above  this  place. 

We  came  the  23d  to  nishna-novogorod,  a 
great  town,  defended  by  a  caftle,  ftanding  on  the 
high  banks  of  the  oka,  oppofite  to  where  it  lofes 
itfelf  in  the  vol  ga,  which  now  forms  a  mighty 
dream. 

The  following  day  we  dined  at  the  governor's, 
where  I  faw  General  creutz,  and  feveral  other 
SWEDISH  officers,  who  had  been  taken  prlfoners  at 
POLTAVA,  and  lived  here  at  large. 

The  25th  we  failed  from  nishna,  and  foon  en- 
tered the  VOLGA.  The  wind  being  northerly  we  run 
along  at  a  great  rate;  but  in  the  night  the  river  wa? 
fuddenly  filled  with  floating  ice,  which  drove  us  on 
a  fand  bank,  where  we  lay  aground  that  night  and 
all  the  next  day;  however,  after  much  labour  and 
fatigue,  we  got  clear,  although  the  floating  ice  ftill 
continued.  At  lafl  the  wind  changed  to  the  fouth, 
and  the  weather  turned  milder,  which  enabled  us  to 
puifac  our  voyage. 

We 
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We  next  pafTed  vasily-gorod,  and  then  kosmo-  chap.  t. 
DEMiNNSKo,  fmall  towns,  both  on  the  right.  ^7^5' 

November  3d  we  came  to  zab.ack-zar,  a  pretty 
large  town,  on  the  fame  hand. 

In  this  country  are  caught  the  bed  and  largcft 
faulcons  in  the  world,  much  efteemed  for  their 
fcrength  and  beauty,  particularly  by  the  turks  and 
PERSIANS,  who  purchafe  them  very  dear.  The  Rus- 
sians take  few  young  hawks  from  the  neft,  prefer- 
ring the  old  ones,  which  they  man  very  dextroufly 
to  fly  at  fwan,  goofe,  crane,  or  heron.  The  tar- 
tars fly  them  at  antelopes  and  hares.  I  have  feen 
them  take  a  wild-duck  out  of  the  water,  when  no- 
thing of  her  could  be  perceived  but  the  bill,  which 
flie  was  obliged  to  put  up  for  air.  Some  of  them  are 
as  white  as  a  dove.  The  manner  of  catching  them 
is  very  fimple.  They  erect  a  tall  pole  upon  a  hill, 
free  from  wood,  on  a  bank  of  the  river,  near  which  is 
placed  a  day-net;  under  the  net  fome  fmall  birds  are 
fafl:ened  by  a  cord,  which  the  hawk-catcher  pulls  to 
make  them  flutter,  on  the  appearance  of  the  hawk, 
who  obfcrving  his  prey  firfl:  perches  on  the  pole,  and 
when  he  ftoops  to  feize  the  birds,  the  pcrfon,  who  is 

Vol.  I.  C  con- 
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cfUP.  I.  concealed  by  the  bullies,  draws  the  net  and  covers^ 
1715-  hhii. 

The  4th,  we  pafTed   kay-gorod,   and  the  5th, 
swiiAssivY,   the  firft  on  the  left  and  the  other  on 
the  rli'ht  hand.     This  evennio;  we  arrived  before  the 
town  of  cAZAN,   and  hauled  our  boats  into   the 
mouth  of  a  fmall  river,  from  which  the  town  has 
its  name,  called  cazanka.     We  intended  to  conti- 
nue our  voyage  directly  to  astrachan;  but,  before 
Ave  had  made  the  neceffiiry  preparations  at  cazan,, 
tlie  winter  fct  in,  and  on  the  6th  of  September  the 
VOLGA  was   filled  v/ith  floating  ice.      This  deter- 
mined us  to  Vv'inter  at  that  place.      We  therefore 
unloaded  the  boats,  and  came  to  the  city,  where  wc 
were  hcfpitally  received  by  the  governor. 

C  H  A  P  T  E  R     II. 

Occurrences  during  our  Jlay  at  c  a  z  a  n  ;  Our  journey  thence  to 

ASTRA  CHAN. 

^^"^AZAN  is  about  fcven  hundred  and  thirty  five 
verft  from  mosco  by  land,  but  much  more  by 
water.     It  is  Ctuated  about  five  verfl  to  the  north  of 

the: 
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the  VOLGA,  on  a  high  bank  of  the  rivulec  cazanka,  chap.  ii. 
which  is  navigable  from  this  place  to  the  river.  Tlic  ^^|^* 
town  is  ftrong  by  fituation,  and  defended  by  a  caftle, 
fortified  with  walls  of  brick.  Within  the  citadel  are 
the  cathedral  church,  the  palaces  of  the  archbilliop 
and  governor,  and  the  apartments  for  the  courts  of 
jufticc.  The  town  is  fenced  with  a  ditch  and  pali- 
fades.  The  fuburbs  are  inhabited  chiefly  by  mecha- 
nics, except  a  ftreet  or  two  poflefled  by  Mahometan 
TARTARS,  the  poflerity  of  the  ancient  natives.  They 
live  very  decently,  have  the  free  exercife  of  their  re- 
ligion, and  many  other  privileges.  Some  of  them 
are  very  rich  by  the  trade  they  carry  on  to  turkey, 
PERSIA,  and  other  places. 

Cazan  was  anciently  the  capital  of  a  part  of  tar- 
TARY,  and  -the  feat  of  government,  where  the  royal 
family  refided.  It  was  taken  from  the  tartars  by 
Czar  IVAN  vAsiLoviz,  in  the  year  fifteen  hundred 
and  fifty  two,  in  confequence  whereof  an  extenfive 
country  to  the  fouchward,  eafily  fell  into  his  hands. 
The  conquered  Princes  were  converted  to  Chrirtiani- 
ty,  and  had  lands  a/Tigned  them  in  their  own  coun- 
try, where  the  family  ftill  fubfifts. 

C   2  The 


2  0  A      J   O   U  R   N   E   Y 

CHAP.  II.  Tlic  country  adjacenc  is  very  pleafant  and  fertile;- 
^^  ^  ^'  producing  wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats,  and  feveral  kinds 
of  pulfc.  The  woods  to  the  fouth  and  weft  confift 
of  llatcly  oaks,  fufficient  to  fupply  all  the  navies  in 
the  Vv'orld;  and  from  hence  st.  Petersburg  is  abun- 
dantly furniihed  with  timber,  for  all  the  purpofes 
of  fliip- building,  by  an  eafy  conveyance,  all  the 
way  by  water.  The  woods  to  the  north  and  eaft, 
which  are  of  prodigious  extent,  confift  of  trees  of 
all  forts. 

In  the  fpring,  when  the  fnow  melts,  the  volga 
overflows  all  the  low  grounds,  fometimes  to  a  great 
diftance;  the  confequence  is  the  fame  with  that  pro- 
duced in  EGYPr,  by  the  inundations  of  the  nile;  for 
the  miui,  carried  down  by  the  ftream,  fertihzes  the 
country  to  a  great  degree;  fo  that  on  the  iilands  in 
the  VOLGA,  fome  whereof  are  very  large,  and  over- 
grown with  tall  trees,  I  have  found  plenty  of  excel- 
lent afparagus. 

Befides  the  fterlett  there  are  plenty  of  fturgeon, 
and  a  fiih  about  the  fize  and  near  the  fliape  of  the 
largeft  falmon,  which  is  very  delicious,  and,  for  the 
whitenefs  of  its  flefti,  is  called  the  white  fiih. 

The 
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The  woods  afford  abundance  of  game.     And  in  chap.  ir. 
the  fpring  great  numbers  of  water-fowl  come  hither    ^1^* 
to  hatch,  from  the  Caspian  fea.      At  c  a  z  a  n  we 
found  good  beef,    mutton  and  tame  poultry,    and 
provifions  of  all  kinds  very  reafonable. 

There  is  here  a  confiderable  manufactory  of  Rus- 
sia leather;  the  hides  here  being  reckoned  the  belt 
in  the  empire.  Great  quantities  of  this  leather  are 
exported  to  leghorn,  and  other  parts  of  europf, 
and  may  be  confidered  among  the  ftaple  commodi- 
ties of  this  country.  The  ftrong  fmell  of  this  leather 
is  acquired  in  the  dreinng;  for  inftead  of  oil,  com- 
mon in  other  places,  they  ufe  a  kind  of  tar,  extract- 
ed by  fire  from  the  bark  of  the  birch-tree;  which  in- 
gredient the  RussES  call  deuggit,  and  which  tree  is 
here  in  greater  abundance  than  in  other  parts  of  the 
world ;  and  then  they  dye  them  with  logwood. 

Befides  the  idolatrous  tartars,  formerly  men- 
tioned, there  are  two  pretty  numerous  tribes  called 
the  TZERiMisH  and  tzoowash,  they  fpeak  a  lan- 
guage quite  different  from  the  maho.metan  tar- 
tars in  thefe  parts,  who  ufe  a  corrupted  dialect  of 
the  ARABIC.     The  Mahometans  likewifc  have  fome 

learn- 
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CHAP.  II.  Icarnino;;  but  the  tzerimish  and  tzoowash  have 
l^l^'  none.  They  have  a  tradition  among  them,  that  in- 
former times  they  had  a  book  of  religion;  but,  as 
no  body  could  read  it,  a  cow  came  and  fwallowed 
it.  They  pay  great  veneration  to  a  bull.  From 
whence  they  came, is  unknown;  but  from  their  com- 
plexion, it  is  probable  they  are  from  asia.  They 
live  by  agriculture,  and  feem  to  be  an  inofFenfive 
kind  of  people.  Their  huntfmen  offer  in  facrifice, 
to  fome  deity,  the  iirft  creature  they  catch.  Hence 
fome  curious  men  have  imagined  thefe  people  part 
of  the  ten  tribes  of  the  jews,  expelled  by  shalma- 
NEZER.  I  advance  this  only  as  a  conjedure,  which 
every  reader  may  follow  or  not  as  he  pleafes. 

By  accident,  I  met  with  an  englishman  at  this 
place.  He  was  by  trade  a  carpenter,  and  had  been 
in  the  Russian  fervice;  but,  being  fufpe6led  of  de- 
fer ting,  he  was  condemned  to  banilhment,  to  this 
country,  for  a  certain  time:  and,  notwithftanding 
that  was  elapfcd,  the  poor  man,  deprived  of  all 
means  of  afferting  his  liberty,  remained  ftill  in  the 
fame  fituation.  He  bought  a  tzerimish  wife,  from 
her  father,  for  fix  rubles,  about  thirty  fliillings  Ster- 
ling, 
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ling.     He  brought  her  to  vifit  mc.      She  was  a  wo-  chap.  ii. 
man  of  a  chearful  and  open  countenance,  and  dref-   ^7^5- 
fed  in  the  manner  of  her  country;  of  which,  for  its 
fmgularity,  I  ihall  give  a  lliort  description. 

Her  hair  was  plaited  round  her  head,  in  many 
locks,  but  that  on  the  back  part  longer  than  the 
reft,  at  the  end  of  which  was  tied  a  talTel  of  red  filk, 
and  in  the  middle  a  fmall  round  brafs  bell;  about 
her  head  was  a  fillet  fct  with  fmall  fhells,  inflead  of 
jewels,  and  hung  all  round  with  filver  pence;  above 
this  was  a  piece  of  linen  fo  artfully  plaited,  and 
done  up,  that  it  looked  like  a  grenadier's  cape;  at 
the  top  was  a  filk  taffcl,  with  another  brafs  bell, 
which  gingled  as  Ih.e  turned  her  head.  The  reft  of 
her  drefs  was  clean  though  homely,  and  the  whjle 
feemed  becoming  enough. 

I  think  the  cold  here  is  more  intenfe  than  at  st. 
PETERSBURG,  tho'  it  is  live  or  fix  degrees  farther 
fouth;  in  going  about  three  miles  from  town,  in  a 
clear  day,  I  had  my  face,  lingers  and  toes  frozen, 
notwithftanding  I  was  not  half  an  hour  on.  the  road. 
I  applied  die  common  cure,   that  is,  rubbing  the 

iiLiiTibed- 
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CHAP.  II.  numbed  pares  with  fnow,  which  I  found  perfedly 
^7^5-  cffeaual. 

December  24th  our  ambafTador  arrived  from 
i\iosco.  Ac  the  fame  time  came  an  cxprefs  from 
court,  with  the  important  news  of  the  crown  Prin- 
cefs  (as  flie  was  commonly  called)  being  fafely  de- 
livered of  a  fon,  chriftened  by  the  name  of  peter. 
She  died  however  foon  after  her  delivery,  univerfally 
lamented  for  her  many  rare  and  excellent  virtues. 
She  was  of  the  wolffenbuttle  family,  and  wife 
to  ALEXY  PETROviTz,  the  Czarcvitz.  Befides  this 
young  Prince,  flie  left  a  Princefs  called  natalia. 

At  GAZAN  we  found  two  Swedish  generals,  Ha- 
milton and  ROSEN,  and  many  other  oflicers  of  di- 
flin^tion,  taken  prifoners  at  poltava,  who  were  no 
farther  confined  than  by  having  a  foldier  of  the  gar- 
rifon  to  attend  them  at  their  lodgings;  and,  by  the 
generofity  of  the  governor,  lived  as  eaiily  as  circum- 
ftances  would  allow.  Thefe  gentlemen  were  invited 
to  all  the  public  diverfions;  and,  by  their  polite  and 
agreeable  behaviour,  contributed  not  a  little  to  our 
pafTing  the  winter  with  a  good  deal  of  pleafure,  in 
fach  a  remote  part  of  the  world. 

Upon 
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Upon  the  banks  of  the  cazanka  (lands  a  mona-  chap.  n. 
ftery,  very  pleafantly  fituated.  I  accompanied  our  /  ^' 
interpreter  to  vifit  the  abbot,  who  received  us  in  a 
very  friendly  manner.  He  would  not  however  give 
the  interpreter  his  bleiTmg,  nor  admit  him  into  the 
church,  during  divine  fervice,  unlefs  he  pulled  off  his 
wio-.  He,  profelhng  the  communion  of  the  greek 
church,  expoftulated  a  little  with  the  prieft,  telling 
him  that  their  learned  billiops  at  i^iosco  made  no 
fuch  fcruples.  The  abbot  replied,  that  it  was  con- 
trary to  the  rules  of  difcipline,  to  allow  any  man  to 
enter  the  church  with  his  head  covered. 

The  time  was  now  come  when  we  cxpecled  to 
leave  c/^zan.  Our  boats  were  ready  in  the  beginning 
of  May,  but  the  volga  was  fdll  fo  high  and  rapid, 
that  it  was  reckoned  dangerous  to  proceed  till  the 
flood  fubfided;  for  the  force  of  the  ftream  frequent- 
ly carries  veflels  from  their  courfe  into  the  wcods^ 
where  the  water  retiring,  leaves  them  on  dry  land. 

At  laft,  on  the  4th  of  June,  we  left  cazax  in   1716s 
eight  barques,  and  rov^ed  down  the  river  with  great 
velocity.     In  the  night  one  of  our  boats  was  driven 
by  the  rapidity  of  the  current,  among  the  woods. 

Vol.  I.  D  and 
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CHAP.  ir.  and  iluck  faft  becwecn  two  trees,  up  which  the  peo- 

^7^^'  pie  climbed,  being  appreheniive  of  danger.      The 

confequence  however  was  not  fo  fatal  as  the  circum- 

fiances  were  alarming;  for  the  vefTel  v/as  got  off  next 

day  vvith  inconiiderable  damage. 

The  yth  w^e  paffed  a  fmall  town  called  tetoosk,, 
and  the  9th  sinbirsky,  pretty  large,  and  the  capital 
of  a  province  of  that  name,  both  to  the  right.  Sin- 
birsky is  defended  by  a  caftle.  Near  this  place  are 
evident  marks  of  camps  and  entrenchments,  which 
I  was  told  were  the  works  of  the  great  tartar  ge- 
neral, called  TIMYRAK-SACK,  Or  LAME  TIMYR,  Or  TA- 
MERLANE, v/ho  came  to  this  place  with  a  great  ar- 
my; but  being  informed  of  an  infurre^lion  in  his 
own  country  samarkant,  now  bucharla^.  returned 
home. 

The  I  oth  w^e  put  off  from  sinbirsky  with  the 
wind  contrary,  which  greatly  retarded  our  progrefs. 
We  paffed  two  hills,  one  of  them  exhibiting  a  very 
beautiful  profpecl,  the  other  containing  mines  of  ful- 
phur  as  clear  as  amber.  We  paffed  alfo  a  mound  of 
iajid;,  of  confiderable  bignefs,  in  the  middle  of  a 

plaia 
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plain,  where  they  fay  was  buried  a  famous  tartar  chap.  ir. 
prince  called  mamay.  / 

The  20th  we  arrived  at  the  town  of  sam  \r  \,  ii- 
tuated  to  the  left,  in  a  fine  plain.  The  place  is  but 
fmall,  and  fortified  only  with  a  ditch  and  pahfades, 
with  wooden  towers  at  proper  didances,  mounted 
with  cannon,  fulTicient  to  defend  it  againO:  the  in- 
curfions  of  the  tartars,  called  kara  kalpacks,  or 
BLACK  CAPS,  who  inhabit  the  defert  to  the  eaftward 
of  this  place. 

This  tribe  of  tartars  is  not  very  confidcrable, 
and  when  their  chiefs  are  united,  which  feldom  hap- 
pens, can  fcarce  raife  above  ten  or  twelve  thoufand 
men,  who  are  all  mounted  on  horfe-back;  becaufe,  in 
their  long  marches  to  rob  and  plunder  their  neigh- 
bours, nothing  but  horfe  could  be  of  any  ufe.  They 
live  always  in  tents,  with  their  flocks,  removing  from 
■place  to  place,  as  led  by  inclination  or  necelTity. 
Their  weapons  are  bows  and  arrows,  and  fabres; 
fome  of  them  ufe  fire-arms.  While  we  were  at  sa- 
mara, the  inhabitants  were  alarmed  with  the  ap- 
proach of  two  or  three  thoufand  of  thefe  people, 

who  encamped  about  three  miles  diilant.     From 

11. 

D   2  one 
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CHAP.  II.  one  of  the  towers  I  could  plainly  fee  their  camp, 
^1^^^'  and  them  riding  about  it.  As  they  had  not  artil- 
lery the  garrifon  was  in  no  danger,  though  fo  weak 
however,  that  it  durfl  not  at  this  time  attack  them. 
The  people  were  obliged  to  keep  a  conftant  watcli 
to  defend  their  cattle.  This  place  is  reckoned  a- 
bout  three   hundred   and   fifty   verft   diftant  from 

C.AZAN. 

The  2  1  ft,  having  provided  frefli  hands  for  the  na- 
vioation  of  our  barques,  we  departed  fiom  samara; 
and,  the  v/eather  being  calm,  rowed  down  the  river,, 
which  is  here  very  broad.  The  weftern  bank  is  very 
bio-h,  but  the  eaftern  quite  flat.  The  fields  on  both 
fides  are  very  fruitful;  but  efpecially  to  the  weft^ 
where  the  grafs  grows  very  high,  intermixed  with- 
fage,  thyme  and  other  herbs;  there  are  alfo  fome 
woods  of  oaks.  A  few  hundred  acres  of  fuch  land 
would  be  of  great  value  in  England,  though  it  is 
here  waile  and  uncultivated. 

We  came  the  25th  to  the  ismeyovi-ggry,  or  ser- 
pent-hills, fo  called  from  the  windings  of  the  river 
at  this  place;  and  after  paifing  feveral  towns,  and 
many  villages,  all  on  the  right,  we  landed  at  sara- 
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TOF    a  larQ-e  town  on  the  fame  fide,  about  eIo;ht  hun-  chap.  11. 
dred  and  fifty  vcrft  from  cazan.      It  is  but  flightly    ^J^' 
fortified  with  a  ditch,    wooden  walls,   and  towers 
mounted  with  cannon,  and  defended  by  a  garrifon 
of  regular  troops  and  coflacks. 

We  dined  next  day  with  the  governor,  who  en- 
tertained us  with  great  variety  of  provifions,  parti- 
cularly fiili,  and  very  line  mutton. 

After  dinner  a  party  of  us  crofled  the  river  to  vi- 
fit  a  great  horfe- market,  held  by  the  Kalmuck  tar- 
tars, we  faw  about  live  or  fix  hundred  of  thefe  peo- 
ple, affembled  in  a  field,  with  a  number  of  horfes  all 
running  loofe,  except  thofe  on  w^hich  the  tartars 
were  mounted.  The  buyers  came  from  different 
parts  of  RUSSIA.  The  tartars  had  then*  tents  pitch- 
ed alcno-  the  river  fide.  Thefe  tents  are  of  a  conical 
figure;  there  are  feveral  long  poles  erected,  inclining 
to  one  another,  which  are  fixed  at  the  top  into  fome- 
thine  like  a  hoop,  that  forms  the  circumference  of 
an  aperture  for  letting  cut  the  fmoak,  or  admitting 
the  light;  acrofs  the  poles  are  laid  fome  fmall  rods, 
from  four  to  fix  feet  long,  and  fadened  to  them  with 
thongs:  this  frame  is  cova"ed  with  pieces  of  felt. 
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CHAP.  II.  made  of  coarfe  wool  and  hair.  Thefe  tents  afford 
^  /  better  Iheltcr  than  any  other  kind,  and  are  fo  con- 
trived as  to  be  fct  up,  taken  down,  folded  and  pack- 
ed up  with  great  eafe  and  quicknefs,  and  fo  light 
that  a  camel  may  carry  live  or  fix  of  them.  Where 
the  Chan  or  any  perfon  of  charadler  refides,  they  are 
placed  in  ftraight  lines.  Thefe  tartars  are  flirong 
made,  flout  men,  their  faces  broad,  nofes  flattifli, 
and  eyes  fmall  and  black,  but  very  quick.  Their 
drefs  is  very  fimple,  confifting  of  a  loofe  coat  of 
fneep-skins,  tied  with  a  girdle,  a  flnall  round  cap, 
turned  up  with  furr,  having  a  tafTel  of  red  filk  at  the 
top,  leather  or  linen  drawers,  and  boots,  their  heads 
are  all  Ihaved,  except  a  lock  behind,  which  is  plaited 
and  hangs  down  their  backs. 

They  are  armed  with  bows  and  arrows,  a  fabrc 
and  lance,  which  they  manage  with  great  dexterity, 
acquired  by  conflant  pra61ice  from  their  infancy. 
They  are  men  of  courage  and  refolution;  but  much 
afraid  of  cannon,  which  puts  their  horfes  in  difor- 
dcr.  As  they  are  almofl  always  on  horfe-back,  they 
are  excellent  riders. 

The  drcfs  of  the  women  differs  lictle  from  that 

of 
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of  the  men,  only  their  gowns  are  fomevvhat  longer  chap.  ir. 
than  the  coats  of  the  men,  a  little  ornamented,  and  ' 
bordered  with  parcy-coloured  cloth;  they  wear  ear- 
rings, and  their  hair  all  plaited  in  locks.  The  bet- 
ter fort  drefs  in  filks  in  fummer.  It  muft  be  obferv- 
ed,  for  the  honour  of  their  women,  that  they  are 
very  honefl:  and  fmccre,  and  few  of  them  lewd;  adul- 
tery is  a  crime  fcarce  ever  heard  of.  The  tartars 
make  very  good  and  faithful  fcrvants;  and  the  more 
mildly  they  are  ufed  the  better  they  perform  their 
duty;  for  their  wandering  unconlined  manner  of  life 
naturally  infpircs  them  w^ith  fentiments  of  liberty, 
and  averfion,  and  hatred  to  tyranny  and  opprefTton. 

All  their  wealth  is  their  flocks;  like  thofc  wha 
lived  in  the  early  ages  of  the  world,  they  have  ca- 
mels, horfes,  cows  and  (lieep.  The  horfes  are  of  a 
good  fize  for  the  faddle,  and  very  hardy;  as  they  run 
wild  till  they  are  fometimes  fix  years  old,  they  arc 
generally  headftrong;  they  are  fold  at  this  fan-  at 
five  to  fifteen  or  fixceen  crowns,  and  the  fcrong  well 
fliaped  natural  pacers  much  higher.  They  have  few- 
camels,  but  many  dromedaries,  who  liave  two  pro- 
tubeiaaces  on  their,  backs.     Their  cows  are  c^f  a 

middle. 
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CHAP.  11.  middle  fizc.      The  Iheep  large,  having  broad  tails 
^7^^-  like  thole  in  turkey,   the  wool  is  coarfe,  but  the 
nuitcon  very  fine. 

In  the  preceeding  century  a  Kalmuck  prince, 
named  torgott-chorluke,  came  from  alack-ul- 
LA,  (which  fignifies  the  fpotted  mountains)  a  coun- 
try fituated  between  Siberia  on  the  north,  and  india 
on  the  fouth,  to  the  borders  of  Russia;  and  brought 
along  with  him  about  fifty  thoufand  families,  or 
tents,  as  they  fometimes  reckon.  In  his  march  weft- 
ward  to  the  VOLGA,  he  defeated  eyball-utzick,  a 
TARTAR  prince,  who  lived  in  tents  beyond  the  river 
ENBo.  Advancing  forward  he  met  three  other  tar- 
tar chiefs,  named  kitta-haptzat,  malebash  and 
etzan,  whom  he  alfo  defeated.  And  at  laft  fettled 
to  the  eaft  of  the  volga,  under  the  protedion  of  the 
RUSSIANS.  Chorluke  had  fix  fons;  DANGTziMQ.the 
oldeft  fucceeded  him  in  the  government,  or  chan- 
ftip. 

The  prefcnt  Chan,  named  aijuka,  is  the  fourth 
from  CHORLUKE,  and  is  much  efteemed  in  the  eaft 
for  his  fagacity  and  juftice.  I  am  informed  that  the 
rcafon  why  chorluke  left  his  own  country,  was  a 

difpute 
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ciifpute  about  the  fuccefTion  to  the  chanflilp.  He  chap.il 
beinG:  enG;a2;ed  on  the  weakeft  fide,  and  havine  un-  ^  ^  * 
facccfsfully  tried  his  fortune  in  the  field,  at  laft  took 
the  refolution  of  abandoning  his  own  country  alto- 
gether. Thefe  people  arc  generally  called  the  black 
KALMUCKS,  though  they  are  not  black,  but  only 
fwarthy. 

They  have  no  money,  except  what  they  get  from 
the  RUSSIANS,  and  their  other  neighbours,  in  ex- 
change for  cattle;  with  this  they  buy  meal  fome- 
timcs  but  moftly  cloth,  fdk-fluffs,  and  other  apparel 
for  their  women.  They  have  no  mechanics,  except 
thofe  who  make  arms.  They  avoid  all  labour  as  the 
greatefl:  flavery;  their  only  employment  is  tending 
their  flocks,  managing  horfes,  and  hunting.  If  they 
are  angry  with  a  perfon,  they  willi  he  may  live  in 
one  place,  and  work  like  a  Russian.  Their  laneuaee 
contains  none  of  thofe  horrid  oaths  common  enoup-h 

o 

in  tongues  of  more  enlightened  nations.  They  be- 
lieve virtue  leads  to  happinefs,  and  vice  to  mifery; 
for  w^hen  defired  to  do  what  they  think  wrong,  they 
reply,  in  a  proverb,  '  Though  a  knife  be  fliarp  it 
*  cannot  cut  its  own  handle.' 

Vol.  I.  E  On 
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Oil  long  marches  all  their  provifions  confift  of 
cheefc,  or  rather  dried  curd,  made  up  into  little 
balls,  which  they  drink,  when  pounded  and  mixt 
with  water.  If  this  kind  of  food  fails  they  have  al- 
ways many  fpare  horfcs,  which  they  kill  and  eat. 
They  broil  or  roaft  the  flelli  before  the  fire,  on  pieces 
of  broken  arrows,  and  never  eat  it  raw,  as  is  com- 
monly believed,  unlefs  compelled  by  neceffity.  They 
have  indeed  large  thick  pieces  of  horfe-flefh,  fmok- 
ed  or  dried  in  the  fun,  w'hich  they  eat;  but  this  can- 
not properly  be  called  raw.  I  have  tailed  fome  of 
it,  and  thought  it  not  amifs. 

As  to  their  religion  I  can  fay  little;  they  are  down- 
ri^^ht  licachens,  and  have  many  lamas  or  priefts,  who 
can  read  and  write,  and  are  diftinguiihed  by  their 
yellow  habits.  Their  high  pried  is  called  delay 
LAMA,  and  lives  far  to  the  eaftward. 

July  lil  v/e  put  off  from  saratof;  and  the  2d, 
yth  and  (jth  pafTed  the  towns  of  kamoshinka,  cza- 
RiTz  \,  and  TZORNO-YARR,  all  fituated  on  the  weft 
bank,  and  fortified  in  the  fame  manner  as  saratof. 
At  the  fn-ft  of  thefe  places  captain  perry,  an  eng- 
lisHxMAXj  with  many  workmen,  was  employed  in 
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cutting  a  canal  between  the  v o l g  a  and  the  don,  chap. ii. 
which  would  have  opened  a  paflage  to  the  euxine^  ^Zl-J* 
feaj  but  the  ground  being  very  hard,  and  rifing  in 
fome  places  confiderably  above  the  level,  the  enter- 
prife  was  laid  aiide,  though  the  diilancc  was  not  a- 
bove  fifty  vcrfl:. 

From  TZORNO-YARR  to  ASTRACHAN  it  is  not  fafc 
for  RUSSIANS  to  travel  on  the  weftern  banks  of  the 
VOLGA,  on  account  of  the  cub  an  tartars,  who  are 
their  enemies.  To  the  eaft  however  there  is  no  dan- 
ger, as  the  KALMUCKS  are  friends.  On  the  iflands  in 
the  VOLGA  I  obferved  great  quantities  of  liquoriih 
growing  wild. 

The  I  3  th  we  arrived  fafe  at  astrachan,  and  were 
lodged  in  the  citadel.  This  place  was  taken  from 
the  tartars,  in  the  year  1554,  ^7  ^^^  w^arlike  Czar 
IVAN  VASiLioviTz;  whcrcby  all  his  conquefls  on  the 
VOLGA  were  fecured,  and  the  way  prepared  for  far- 
ther extending  the  russlan  dominion,  to  the  fouth 
and  eaft;  which  hath  been  fuccefsfully  attempted 
fince  his  time. 

E  2  CHAR 
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CHAP.  Hi. 

C  H  A  P  T  E  Pv     III. 

Occurrejiccs  during  our  Jlay  at   astrachan;    Our  journey^ 
thence  to  sham  achy. 

ASTRACHAN  is  ficuaced  about  fixcy  vcrfl: 
from  the  Caspian  fea,  on  an  idand  in  the  Vol- 
ga, hiavino;  the  main  branch  of  that  river  to  the  weft- 
ward.      It  is  fortified  by  a  ftrong  brick -wall,  with 
embrafures,  and  fquare  towers  at  proper  diftances. 
In  the  citadel  arte  the  cathedral  church,  governors 
palace,  and  the  public  offices.      There  is  a  creek,  or 
haven,  for  ihips  that  navigate  the  river  and  the  cASr 
pian  fea.    The  houfes  are  generally  built  with  wood, 
conveyed  in  rafts  along  the  river;  for  the  neighbour^ 
ing  country  produces  nothing,  being  all  a  barren  de- 
fert.    To  the  wxftward  there  is  no  v/ater  to  be  found 
for  many  miles.      The  idands,  however,  adjacent  to 
the  town  are  very  fruitful,  and  produce  excellent 
grapes,  tranfplanted  hither  from  persia  and  other 
parts;  alfo  v/atcr-melons,  efteemed  the  beft  in  the 
world -^  and  various  kinds  of  musk-melons,  peaches^ 
cherries,,  pears,  apples. and  apricots. 
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Here  are  fcveral  large  vineyards,  belonging  partly  ch\p.  in. 
to  the  court,  and  partly  to  private  pcrfons;  there  is  /^^ 
a  FRENCHMAN  who  fupcrintcnds  them.  The  wines 
are  very  good  when  drunk  on  the  fpot;  but  cannot 
bear  carriage,  for  the  lead  motion  renders  them  in- 
fipid.  Were  it  not  for  this  circumftance  Russia 
would  be  able,  not  only  to  fupply  icfelf  abundantly 
with  wine,  but  even  other  parts  of  europ.-:.  This 
pernicious  quality  is  attributed  to  the  nitrous  par- 
ticles of  the  foil  where  the  vines  grow.  1  have  myfelf 
feen  in  the  furrows,  made  for  watering  them,  a  whit- 
ifh  cruft  of  fak:  But  the  grapes,  notwithftanding, 
are  very  fweet,  v/ithout  the  leafl  tinfture  of  tartnefs. 
About  a  mile  below  the  town  are  collecled  o-rcat 
quantities  of  common  fait.  The  people  dig  pits^ 
into  which  they  introduce  the  water;  v/hich  being 
exhaled  by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  the  fait  is  left  upon 
the  bottomii  after  gathering,  they  tranfport  it  along 
the  river,  in  large  barques  of  about  five  or  fix  hun- 
dred tun.  The  gun-powder  manufaflory  is  a  little 
above  the  town;  in  which,  and  in  die  mines  of  fait- 
petre,  near  this  place,  are  employed  a  great  number 


<s)f  Yv'otkmen  for  die  fa-vice  of  the  government. 
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CHAP.  III.  The  climate  is  healthy,  though  very  hot.  The 
^  z'  weather  is  generally  calm,  during  which  great  num- 
bers of  unats  and  muskitos  infeft  the  inhabitants. 
Thefe  vermine  indeed  are  fometimes  difperfed  by  a 
breeze  from  the  fea,  which  renders  this  place  very 
pleafant.  They  are  hatched  and  fheltcrcd  in  the 
marfhes  toward  the  fea,  w^hich  are  fo  overgrow^n  with 
ftrong  tall  reeds  that  they  are  altogether  impaflable. 
The  MAHOMETAN  TARTARS  hcrc  livc  without  the 
town;  and  have  the  fame  privileges  as  in  other  pla- 
ces- I  met  feveral  of  their  women  in  the  ftreet  with 
rings  in  their  nofes,  which  were  of  different  value, 
according  to  the  rank  of  the  perfon  who  wore  them ; 
fome  of  gold,  and  others  fet  with  precious  flones. 
On  inquiring  the  reafon  of  fuch  a  fmgular  orna- 
ment, I  was  told,  that  it  was  the  confequcnce  of  a 
religious  dedication  of  thefe  perfons  to  the  fervice 
of  God :  Ic  is  made  by  the  parents,  even  while  the 
mother  is  pregnant;  in  token  whereof,  as  foon  as  the 
child  is  born,  they  put  a  ring  in  the  right  noftril, 
which  continues  there  till  death.  I  have  feen  fome 
with  two  fuch  rings. 

AsTRACHAN  is  a  place  of  confiderable  trade  to 
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PERSIA,  CHIVA,    BUCHARIA  and  INDIA.        Thc  pCOplc  CHAP.  III. 

of  chefe  nations  have  a  common  caravanfery,  where   ^  7  ^    • 
they  live  and  expofe  their  goods  to  flilc. 

The  ARMENIANS  Carry  on  the  grcatcft  pare  of  the 
PERSIAN  trade;  for  the  Persians  themfclves  fcldom 
eo  out  of  their  own  country.  There  are  a  few  in- 
DiANs,  or  BANIANS,  at  this  plaCC,  who  havc  a  ftreak 
of  yellow  down  their  forehead,  made  with  faffron  or 
fome  other  vegetable.  They  are  a  good  natured, 
innocent  kind  of  people,  and  live  mollly  on  fruits. 

The  market  is  plentifully  fupplied  with  provifions 
of  all  kinds;  but  efpecially  filh,  of  which  no  place 
that  I  know  abounds  with  fuch  variety.  After  the 
{ale  is  over,  which  is  ufually  about  ten  o'clock,  v/hat 
remains  of  the  common  forts  is  thrown  to  the  dung- 
hill, where  the  hogs  and  poultry  feed  upon  them ; 
and  hence  it  happens  that  their  very  pork  and  fowls 
tafte  of  filli.  It  would  be  tedious  to  mention  all  the 
different  kinds  this  place  affords:  I  cannot  however 
omit  the  carp,  which  for  fize  exceeds  all  of  that 
name  I  ever  heard  of.  I  have  feen  fome  of  them  of 
more  than  thirty  pound  weight,  very  flit  and  lufci- 
ous.    Thofe  caught  in  autumn  are  carried  to  mosco 

frozen. 
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CHAP.  III.  frozen,  and  fold  there  and  in  the  places  adjacent. 
^  7  ^  ^*       I  obfcrved  alfo  a  great  variety  of  uncommon  birds, 
\vhereof  I  lliall  dcfcribe  a  few  that  feemed  moft  ex- 
traordinary. 

The  fn-fl  I  ihall  mention,  called  by  the  rcjssjans 
baba,  is  of  grey  colour^  and  larger  thanafwan;  he 
has  a  broad  bill,  under  which  hangs  a  bag  that  may 
contain  a  quart  or  more;  he  wades  near  the  edge  of 
the  river,  and  on  feeing  a  flioal  of  fry,  or  fmall  fiihes, 
fpreads  his  wings  and  drives  them  to  a  Ihallow,  where 
he  gobbles  as  many  of  them  as  he  can  into  his  bag, 
and  then  going  afhore  eats  them,  or  carries  them  to 
his  young.     This  bird  I  take  to  be  the  pelican. 

The  next  is  altogether  white,  except  its  feet 
which  are  black;  it  is  fomewhat  lefs  than  a  heron, 
and  has  a  lono-  broad  bill.  The  Germans  call  this 
bird  leiTcl-ganze,  the  Russians  kolpeck. 

There  is  another  about  the  fame  fize,  alfo  white; 
but  its  fccc  are  long  and  red,  and  its  bill  crooked 
and  round,  and  as  red  as  coral;  its  wdngs  are  adorn- 
ed with  fome  brio-ht  fcarlet  feathers. 

Befidcs  thefe,  I  faw  a  kind  of  duck,  fomething 
bigger  than  the  common  fort,  called  turpan;  it  is 

eafily 
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cafily  tamed,  and  much  admired  for  its  beauty  and  chap.  iii. 
a  certain  kind  of  noife  peculiar  to  itfclf.      I  have  eat      / 
of  all  thefe  fowls;  but  did  not  much  reliili  them,  on 
account  of  the  iilhy  tafte  with  which  they  are  all  in- 
feded. 

There  are  alfo  partridges  and  buftards,  which 
need  no  defcription.  The  Kalmucks,  who  are  keen 
fportfmen,  particularly  at  hawking,  in  which  they 
have  anived  to  a  great  perfedtion,  kill  the  buftards 
with  bows  and  arrows;  when  they  fee  them  feeding 
they  ride  in  upon  them  at  full  fpeed,  and  as  the  bu- 
ftard  is  a  heavy  bird,  and  mounts  (lowly,  they  have 
an  opportunity  of  fliooting  them  with  broad-headed 
arrows. 

On  the  banks  of  the  volga  there  is  a  fpecies  of 
deer  of  a  brightef  red,  and  fomewhat  larger  than  the 
fallow-deer;  they  have  green  horns,  but  not  branch- 
ed, about  nine  inches  long,  and  covered  with  circles, 
rifmg  one  above  another  to  the  point,  which  is  very 
fliarp.  This  deer  is  very  fwift,  and  its  fleili  excel- 
lent; it  has  a  high  fnout  of  griftle,  which  rifes  very 
near  to  the  eyes,  a  circumftance  which  I  have  not 
obferved  in  any  other  animal. 

Vol.  I.  F  I 
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CHAP.  in.  I  faw  alfo  a  fmall  lively  creature,  called  an  astra- 
^  7  ^_"-  CHAN  hare,  about  the  fize  of  a  fquurel,  and  of  a  red- 
dilh  colour,  remarkable  for  having  the  fore-feet  very 
ihort  in  proportion  to  the  hind-feet;  its  tail  is  long,, 
with  a  tuft  of  hair  at  the  extremity;  it  burrows  in 
the  earth,  and  being  a  very  pretty  creature,  I  have 
fometlmes  feen  them  in  cages.  The  Kalmucks  cat 
them  very  greedily. 

While  we  were  at  astrachak,  an  ambaflador  ar- 
rived there,  from  the  Chan  of  chiva,  going  to  st. 
pr.TERSBURG.  On  his  arrival  he  fcnt,  according  to 
the  eadcrn  cuftom,  fome  fnall  prefents  to  our  am- 
balTador;  they  were  brought  by  part  of  his  retinue, 
and  confiftcd  of  a  hawking  glove,  a  fmall  knife,  an 
embroidered  purfe,  and  fome  fruits. 

Chiva  is  a  large  territory,  lying  about  two  or 
three  days  journey  caftward  from  the  Caspian  fea;. 
bounded  by  persia  on  the  fouth,  and  bugharia  to 
the  eaft.  The  capital,  which  bears  the  fame  name, 
is  large  and  populous;  and  governed  by  a  Chan,  defi- 
ed by  the  people.  They  are  very  troublefome  and 
dangerous,  both  to  travellers  and  their  neighbours, 
being  frequently  employed  cither  in  robbing  the  for- 
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Slier,  or  making  depredations  on  the  latter.     And  chap.  hi. 
thoueh  cHivA  is  well  fortified,  its  fituation  in  fo 
fandy  and  barren  a.  defer t  is  its  befl:  defence. 

One  day  as  I  was  walking  through  the  (trects  of 
ASTRAGHAN,  I  obfervcd  n  very  fingular  appearance; 
it  was  a  pretty  tartar  lady  mounted  aftride  upon 
an  ox ;  (he  had  a  ring  in  her  nofe,  and  a  firing  drawn 
through  the  nofe  of  the  ox,  which  ferved  inftead  of 
a  bridle;  fhe  was  drefTed  better  than  common,  and 
attended  by  a  footman ;  the  fmgularity  of  the  equi- 
page, but  particularly  her  extraordinary  beauty,  drew 
my  attention.  The  Mahometan  mull:  not  be  con- 
founded with  the  KALMUCK  TARTARS;  the  firft  are  a 
well  looked  civilized  people  in  comparifon  of  the 
other. 

Before  I  leave  astrachan  it  may  be  proper  to 
reftify  a  miftaken  opinion,  which  1  have  obferved 
frequently  to  occur  in  grave  German  authors,  who, 
in  treating  of  the  remarkable  things  of  this  country, 
relate  that  there  grows  in  this  defert,  or  ftepp,  ad- 
joining to  ASTRAGHAN,  in  fouic  plenty,  a  certain 
fhrub  or  plant,  called  in  the  Russian  language  Tar- 
tarskey  baralhka,  /.  c.  Tartarian  lamb,  with  the  skin 
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CHAP.  III.  of  which  the  caps  of  the  Armenians,  Persians,  tar-* 
17 L  tars,  6v'c.  are  faced;  they  alfo  wnte,-that  this  Tar- 
tarskcy  barafhka  partakes  of  animal  as  well  as  vege- 
tative life;  that  it  eats  up  and  devours  all  the  grafs 
and  weeds  within  its  reach.  Thougli  it  rnay  be 
thought,  that  an  opinion  fo  very  abfurd  could  find 
no  credit  with  people  of  the  meaneft  fliare  of  un- 
derftanding,  yet  I  have  converfed  with  fome  who 
have  feemed  much  inclined  to  believe  it:  So  very 
prevalent  is  the  prodigious  and  abfurd  with  fome 
part  of  mankind. 

In  fearch  af  this  wonderful  plant  I  walked  many 
a  mile,  accompanied  by  tartars  v^^ho  inhabit  thefe 
deferts;  but  all  1  could  find  out  were  fome  dry  bufh- 
cs,  fcattered  here  and  there,  which  o-row  on  a  (inple 
ilalk,  with  a  bulhy  top,  of  a  brownifh  colour;  the- 
fcalk  is  about  eighteen  inches  high;  the  top  confid- 
ing of  fharp  prickly  leaves:  It  is  true  that  no  grafs 
or  weeds  grow  within  the  circle  of  its  (hade,  a  pro- 
perty natural  to  many  other  plants  here,  and  elfe- 
v/here.  After  further  enquiry  of  the  more  fenfible 
and  experienced  among  the  tartars,  I  found  they 
laughed  at  it  as  a  ridiculous  fablcc. 
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At  ASTRA  CHAN  thcy  liavc  great  quantities  of  chap.  in. 
lamb-skins,  grey  and  black;  fome  waved,  others  cur-  ^7^  ^• 
led,  all  naturally,  and  very  preccy,  having  a  fine  glofs, 
particularly  the  waved,  which,  at  a  fmall  diilancc, 
appear  like  the  richeft  watered  tabby;  they  are  much 
efteemed,  and  are  much  ufed  for  the  lining  of  coats, 
and  the  turning  up  of  caps  in  Persia,  russia,  and 
other  parts.  The  bed  of  thefe  are  brought  from  bu- 
CHARIA,  cHivA,  and  the  countries  adjacent,  and  are 
taken  out  of  the  ewe's  belly,  after  Hie  hath  been  kil- 
led, or  the  lamb  is  killed  immediately  after  it  is  lamb- 
ed ;  for  fuch  a  skin  is  equal  in  value  to  the  fiicep. 

The  KALMUCKS  and  other  tartars,  who  inhabit 
the  defert,  in  the  neic-hbourhood  of  astragfjan, 
have  alfo  lamb-skins,  which  are  applied  to  the  fame 
purpofes;  but  the  wool  of  thefe  being  rougher,  and 
more  hairy,  they  are  far  inferior  to  thofe  of  bucha- 
RiA,  or  CHIVA,  both  in  glofs  and  beauty,  as  alfo  in 
the  dreiTmg,  confequently  in  value;  I  have  known 
one  finele  lamb-skin  of  bucharia  fold  for  five  or  fix 
fhiUings  Sterling,  when  one  of  thefe  v/ould  not  yield 
two  fhillings. 

On  the  5th  of  Augufl  we  quitted  .astrachan  in 

five. 
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CHAP.  III.  iivc  vclTcls,  three  of  them  fiat-bottomed,  and  of  a- 
^/'_  bout  an  hundred  and  fifty  tuns  burden,  with  three 
mafb  and  ten  guns  each;  the  other  two  common 
barques.  We  failed  from  astrachan  about  noon; 
and  at  night  came  to  an  anchor  at  a  filhery,  called 
UTTZUGG.  Both  the  banks  are  now  fiat;  to  the 
weftward  barren  fands,  and  to  the  eaft  marfhy  and 
tall  reeds  abounding  with  vermine;  fo  that  we  nei- 
ther eat  nor  flept  in  quiet,  notwithflanding  all  the 
precautions  we  could  ufe.  I  mufl:<:onfefs  this  place 
had  an  afpecl  of  horror,  efpecially  when  it  is  confi- 
dered,  that,  befides  the  wild  and  difmal  appearance 
of  the  banks,  we  were  carried  down  a  mighty  river 
into  a  great  gulf,  in  many  places  of  dangerous  na- 
vigation, and  whofe  (bores  are  inhabited  by  inhofpi- 
table  and  barbarous  nations;  for  fuch  I  reckon  all 
of  them,  except  the  Russians  and  Persians. 

Next  morning,  at  break  of  day,  we  got  under  fail, 
and  about  ten  entered  the  Caspian  fea;  into  which 
the  river  difcharges  itfelf  by  feven  or  eight  large 
channels,  and  many  lefTer  ones;  two  only  of  thefe 
channels  are  navigable  by  (hips  of  any  burden.  Ae 
night  we  caft  anchor  near  four  hillocks  of  dry  fand, 

caft 
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eafl  up  by  the  fca,  called  tzeterey  bugory,  com-  chap.  in. 
puted  CO  be  about  thirty  verft  from  the  mouth  of  J^' 
the  VOLGA;  all  which  diftance  we  had  not  above  fix 
or  fcven  feet  water,  and  even  this  depth  is  very  nar- 
row; fo  that  the  paffiige  is  extremely  dangerous  in 
hard  gales  of  wind. 

The  yth  early,  we  again  fet  fail  with  a  gentle 
breeze  from  the  fhore,  w^hich  foon  drove  us  into 
three  fathom  water,  and  out  of  fight  of  land;  the 
water  however  ftill  continued  frefli  as  the  river.  A- 
bouc  noon  the  wind  fliifted  to  the  fouth,  which 
oblieed  us  to  come  to  an  anchor,  where  we  lay  for., 
near  three  weeks  in  calms  and  contrary  winds. 

All  this  time  we  did  not  fee  a  fingle  Oiip,  bcfidcs 
our  own,  except  one  russ  veffel  that  came  from 
GUiLAN  in  PERSIA,  With  fomc  ARMENIAN  merchants ; 
who  made  a  prefent  to  the  ambaffador  of  a  basket 
of  oranges,  melons,  and  other  fruits;  which  was  the 
more  acceptable  as  our  own  provifions  of  that  kind 
were  all  fpenc.  As  often  as  the  v/eather  would  per^ 
mit  we  sot  under  fiil,  and  endeavoured  to  reach  the 
road  of  terky,.  a  finall  fortified  town,  belonging  to 
the  RUSSIANS^  on  the  northweil  corner  of  the  Cas- 
pian 
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CHAP.  III.  PI  AN  fca,  where  we  mighc  be  fupplied  with  provifi- 
^  7  ^  "^^  ons;  buc  the  concinual  calms  prevented  our  fuccefs. 
On  the  evening  of  the  2  6ch  of  Augull  the  wind 
chan^^ed  to  the  northweil,  we  hoifted  all  the  fail  we 
could,  fleering  our  courfe  fouth  fouth-eaft;  and  be- 
fore night  paffed  the  illand  of  tullen,  /.  e.  of 
seals;  many  of  which  animals  haunt  this  place.  It 
continued  to  blow  hard  the  whole  night;  and  next 
mornin^>'  we  were  in  fio-ht  of  the  mountains  called 
shaffk ALL,  which  were  diilant  about  fifteen  leagues. 
We  proceeded  the  whole  day,  edging  always  a  little 
nearer  to  the  Ihore. 

The  2  8ch  in  the  evening  it  fell  calm,  and  being 
about  fix  leagues  off  the  land  we  cafl:  anchor.  Next 
day,  the  wind  blowing  fair,  in  the  afternoon  wx  paf- 
fed the  town  of  derbent.  The  ambaffador  or- 
dered the  caftle  to  be  faluted  with  nine  guns;  but 
it  feems  the  people  are  not  accuftomed  to  make  any 
return.  It  is  a  place  confiderably  large,  and  the 
frontier  of  Persia  in  this  quarter.  It  is  fortified  in 
the  ancient  manner,  with  a  flrong  flone-wall,  which 
reaches  from  the  mountains  to  the  fliore;  fo  that 
no  army  can  pafs  this  way,  except  mountaineers,  or 

TAR- 
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T.ARTARS,  who  find  roads  every  where.  Dkrbent,  chap. in. 
being  a  place  of  great  confequcnce,  is  provided  plen-  ^  7  ^  ^• 
tifully  with  cannon  and  ammunition,  and  a  ftrong 
garrifon  governed  by  a  commandant  appointed  by 
the  chan,  or  governor  of  sham  achy,  on  which  pro- 
vince it  depends.  It  is  reported  that  it  was  built 
by  ALFXANDER  the  Great.  About  the  place  there 
ftill  remain  feveral  monuments  of  antiquity;  parti- 
cularly large  ftones  with  infcriptions  in  uncommon 
characlers.  South  from  derbent  Ifands  a  very  high 
mountain,  called  shachdagh,  the  top  of  vvhich  is 
covered  v/ith  fnov/  the  whole  year  round,  though  the 
vallies  are  exceedingly  hot. 

Auguft  the  30th  we  arrived  at  niezabatt,  the 
place  where  v/e  intended  to  land,  on  the  territories 
of  PERSIA.  It  lies  about  tv/o  days  journey  eaft  from 
DERBENT.  There  being  no  harbour,  nor  creek,  we 
hauled  up  our  Ihips  upon  the  lliore,  which  we  per- 
*  formed  with  little  trouble  as  they  were  all  flat-bot- 
tomed. 

The  lliip  in  v/hich  was  our  fecretary,  Monfieur 
VENiGERKiND,  aiid  fcvcral  other  officers,  did  not  ar- 
rive till  about  three  o'clock  afternoon.     The  wind 

Vol.  I.  G  v/as 


^o  A      J  O  U   R  N  E  Y 

CHAP.  in.  was  now  very  high,  and  a  great  fca  upon  the  beacli, 
7        which  obliged  them  to  drop  an  anchor  in  the  open 
road;  but  the  wind  blowing  (till  harder,  it  became 
dangerous  to  ride  there;  the  skipper  therefore  ilipt 
the  cable  and  flood  out  to  fea.     The  gentlemen 
however  did  not  like  their  fituation  on  board,  and 
bein(^  civ^er  to  [ret  to  land,   ordered  the  mailer  to 
run  the  lliip  alhore  and  they  would  be  accountable 
for  the  confequences;   which  he,  a  Hollander  in 
the  Czar's  fervice,  unwillingly  complied  with,  under 
an  eafy  fail,  about  tv/o  miles  eaftward  of  the  place 
W'here  we  lay.      All  hands  went  to  their  afTiIlance, 
but  without  effecl;  for  though  the  lliip  had  received 
no  damage,  yet  the  fca  run  fo  high  that  the  boat 
could  not  be  hoifted  out  to  caiTy  them  to  land. 

In  clic  mean  time  the  fecretary,  impatient  of  re- 
niainiiyj  on  board  in  fuch  circumRances,  prevailed 
with  one  of  the  failors  to  carry  him  adiore  on  his. 
back;  Vvliich  being  done,  he  took  his  way  alone  to- 
wards the  other  iliips;  but,  his  cloaths  being  drench- 
ed in  the  fait- water,  and  the  road  lying  through 
deep  fands,  he  was  foon  fatigued,  and  therefore  re- 
tired nearer  to  the  woods,   in  hopes  of  finding  a 

more 
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more  faiooch  and  eafy  path.  He  difcovered  whac  he  cpiap.  iir. 
fought;  but,  inftead  of  leading  him  co  the  (liips,  it  ^^^^* 
carried  him  away  from  the  lliore  and  the  right  courfc, 
into  thick  incumbered  woods;  and  in  thcfe  circum- 
ftances  night  overtook  him,  utterly  ignorant  of  the 
difmal  and  dan  onerous  wild  into  which  he  had  wan- 
dered.  Thus  deftitute  of  all  afTidance,  he  climbed 
a  tree  to  fave  himfelf  from  the  wild-bcalls,  with 
which  thefe  woods  abound ;  and  in  this  ficuation  con- 
tinued all  the  night,  and  till  noon  next  day;  for  the 
people  in  his  own  fliip  never  doubted  of  his  having 
fafely  reached  our  tents;  while  we,  on  the  contrary, 
had  not  the  leafl  fufpicion  of  his  having  come  a- 
Ihore.  At  laft,  however,  about  noon,  his  fervanc 
came  inquiring  for  his  mafter,  who  he  told  us  left 
the  fhip  the  night  before.  This  account  filled  us 
all  with  anxiety  and  apprehenfion;  as  we  certainly 
concluded  he  would  either  be  torn  to  pieces  by  tlie 
wild-beafts,  or  murdered  by  the  fivages  who  inliabit 
thefe  coafts.  Immediate  order  was  given  fv)r  all 
-our  people  to  repair  to  the  woods  in  fearch  of  him. 
He  was  at  laft  found  wandering  from  path  to  path, 
without  knowinp-  one  dire6lion  from  another.   When 

G    2  he 
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CHAP.  III.  he  came  to  the  tents  he  looked  ghaftly  and  wild, 
^21^'  c'^nd  related  many  flrange  ftories  of  what  he  had 
heard  in  tlie  night.     All  pofTible  care  was  taken  to 
alleviate  his  dillrefs.      During  his  fleep,  which  was 
very  difcompofed,  he  ofcen  darted,  groaned,   and 
fpoke;  and,  even  after  he  awaked,  he  perfiftcd  in  af- 
lirming  that  there  were  numbers  of  people  round 
the  tree,  in  the  night,  talking  difTerent  languages. 
The  imagination,  no  doubt,  will  naturally  have  a 
ftrong  effecl  on  any  man  in  fuch  uncommon  circum- 
fiances;  for,  though  the  fecretary  was  a  man  of  pe- 
netration and  found  judgment,  in  vain  did  we  en- 
deavour to  undeceive  him,  by  rcprefenting  that  it 
was  nothing  but  the  jackals  which  made  the  noife- 
he  had  heard;  and,  that  to  be  convinced  of  the  truth 
of  this  affirmation,  he  needed  only,  at  the  approach 
of  night,   to  ilep  a  little  from  the  tents,  v/here  he 
would  hear  the  fame  founds  repeated;  ail  was  to  no 
purpofe,  fmce  he  infilled  that  the  noife  he  heard  was 
quite  different  from  the  yelpings  of  the  jackals.    He 
fcarce  ever  recovered  his  former  fagacity  and  found- 
nefs  of  mind.     I  mud  confefs  the  fituatlon  of  this 
.gentleman  moved  me  not  a  little. :  as  he  was  a  man 
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of  parts  and  learning,  with  whom  I  had  contracted  chap.  hi. 
an  intimate  friendfliip.  ^  ^2^^ 

Since  I  have  mentioned  the  jackals,  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  give  a  ihort  account  of  thefe  animals. 
They  are  of  a  fize  larger  than  a  fox,  of  the  lliape 
and  colour  of  a  wolf,  with  a  ihort  bufliy  tail.  They 
dig  burrows  in  the  earth,  in  which  they  lye  all  day, 
and  come  out  in  the  night  to  range  for  prey.  They 
affemble  in  flocks  among  the  v/oods,  and  frequently 
near  towns  and  villages,  when  they  make  the  hide- 
ous noife  formerly  mentioned,  refembling  in  fome 
meafure  a  human  voice,  or  the  noife  of  the  tar- 
tars and  COSSACKS  when  they  attack  their  enemies. 
They  have  line  nofes;  and  hence  the  vulgar  opinion- 
has  arifen  that  they  hunt  prey  for  the  lion.  They 
are  in  great  plenty  all  over  Persia,  and  efleemed 
harmlefs  creatures. 

As  foon  as  Vv^e  landed,  the  amballador  difpatched 
an  interpreter  to  siiamachy,  to  notify  his  arrival  to 
the  governor  of  that  place,  and  to  defire  him  to  fend 
camels  and  horfes  to  tranfport  him  thither.  The 
interpreter  was  kindly  received,  and  an  order  was 
Mnmediately  ilTaed  out  for  anRvcring  his  demands. 

Se£^ 
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CHAP. in.      September  the  ill,  the  chan  of  shamachy  fent  an 
^7^^-  ollicer  of  dlftinclion  to  falute  the  ambaffador;  and, 
the  next  day,  a  prefent  of  provifions;  confiiling  of 
an  ox,  fome  fheep,  with  fruits  and  confedions. 

About  fix  or  eight  leagues  to  the  eaftward  of  nie- 
ZABATT  is  a  high  rock,  called  barmach,  or  the  fin- 
ger, upon  the  ihore,  which  a  great  many  of  the  Ar- 
menians viiit  annually  to  pay  their  devotions.  They 
have  a  tradition  that  the  prophet  Elijah  lived  fome 
years  at  this  place. 

September  2d  we  were  a  little  alarmed  with  Intel- 
lio-ence,  that  a  confiderable  body  of  mountaineers 
had  plundered  fome  villages  in  our  neighbourhood. 
We  had  not  yet  received  any  guard  from  the  Persi- 
ans, and  VvTre  therefore  obliged  to  take  every  pre- 
caution pofFible  for  our  defence.  We  armed  all  our 
own  people,  and  all  the  failors ;  and  befjdes  thefe  we 
had  twenty  foldiers  from  the  garrifon  of  astrachan. 
Cannon  were  brouglit  from  the  iliips,  and  planted  in 
proper  places  to  prevent  a  furprife.  Thefe  prepa- 
rations fecm  to  have  intimidated  the  undifciplined 
favages,  for  tlicy  never  attacked  us. 

Two  days  journey  eaftward  from  niezabatt  fland 

abshe- 
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ABSHEROON  and  BAGKU,  two  confiderablc  towns;  at  chap. in. 
the  former  is  a  good  harbour,  reckoned  the  be  ft  in     / 
the  CASPIAN  fea,  except  that  of  astrabatt,  which 
lies  in  the  foutheafl:  corner  of  it.      All  the  reft  arc 
fo  dangerous  that  they  fcarce  deferve  the  name  of 
harbours. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  back  a  arc  many  foun- 
tains of  naphtha;  it  is  a  fort  of  petroleum,  of  a 
brown  colour,  and  inflammable  nature.  The  Per- 
sians burn  it  in  their  lamps;  no  rain  can  extinguifh 
it;  but  the  fmell  is  difagreeable.  1  have  fecn  of  it 
as  clear  as  rock- water. 

The  CASPIAN  fea  is  of  an  oblono*  irreo-ular  licnire; 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  leagues  in  length,  from 
north  to  fouth,  and  forty  or  fifty  leagues  broad. 
The  w^ater  is  excefTively  fait,  except  where  it  is 
fweetened  by  the  volga,  which  is  at  leaft  to  the 
diftance  of  ten  leagues  from  the  influx  of  chat  river. 

The  navio-ation  of  the  caspian  belono-s  folelv  to 
the  RUSSIANS ;  the  Persians  and  other  borderers 
having  nothing  but  fiihing-boats.  It  contains  abun- 
dance of  fiih;  but  no  fhell-fifh,  except  a  kind  of 
cockle,  the  fliells  of  which  arc  very  pretty.    In  fome 

glaces. 
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CHAP.  III.  places  there  is  a  great  depth  of  water.  The  per- 
^7^^-  si.\Ns  obferve  that  of  late  the  fea  has  retired  confi- 
derably  from  the  iliore;  which  they  reckon  ominous, 
prefaging  fome  calamity  to  the  kingdom.  It  has  no 
tides,  but  fucli  as  are  caufcd  by  the  wind;  and,  not- 
withftanding  the  great  quantities  of  water  daily  re- 
ceived, it  continues  nearly  about  the  fame  height. 
DR.  PI  ALLEY  has  dcmonftrated,  that,  exhalation,  in 
fo  hot  a  climate,  is  fufficient  to  account  for  this  phe- 
nomenon, without  having  recourfe  to  fubterraneous 
paffages. 

The  4th,  I  was  conducted  by  an  Armenian  mer- 
chant, fome  leagues  from  our  tents,  to  vifit  a  Per- 
sian. We  were  received  in  a  very  complaifant  and 
friendly  m.anner;  the  houfe  was  clean,  and  the  floor 
fpread  with  carpets.  Our  entertainment  confided 
of  coffee  and  boiled  rice. 

On  the  I  I  th  arrived  two  Jefuits  from  india,  nam- 
ed valery  and  martinet,  on  their  way  to  rome. 
They  petitioned  the  ambaflador  for  a  paflage  in  one 
of  our  fliips  to  astrachan;  which  was  granted.  A- 
bout  this  time  many  of  our  retinue  began  to  be  feiz- 
€d  with  dliTercnt  difeafes,  particularly  fevers,  fluxes, 

and 
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and  agues;  which,  in  a  few  days,  made  fuch  progrefs,  chap.iii. 
that,  at  the  ambafTador's  tabic,  where  icldom  fewer  ^7^^- 
than  ten  dined,  he  and  myfclf  only  were  prefent. 
Thefe  diftempers  exhibited  a  moll:  dlfagreeable  pro- 
fpe6t,  and  made  us  widi  earneftiy  to  leave  a  place 
that  threatened  our  deftruction.  For  this  purpofc, 
melTengers  were  daily  fcnt  to  the  chan  of  shamachy, 
to  difpatch  the  camels,  horfes,  and  mules;  fome  of 
them  indeed  wxre  already  come,  but  not  near  the 
number  we  needed;  for  our  numerous  fick  could 
only  be  tranfported  on  litters  carried  by  mules. 

The  I  2th,  a  condu6lor,  called  maymander,  arriv- 
ed with  a  guard  of  Persian  foldiers,  and  fome  more 
cattle,  which  were  ftill  too  few.  This  oilicer  is  ap- 
pointed by  the  Shach  or  King  to  guide  ambailadors 
to  court,  and  furnilli  them  with  provifions,  carriages, 
and  lodgings,  at  the  Shach's  expence,  from  the  time 
they  enter  the  kingdom. 

Having  accommodated  ourfelvcs  in  the  bcu  man- 
ner we  could,  we  quitted  nikzabatt  on  the  i8th, 
keeping  along  the  fhore;  and  at  night  came  to  a 
fmall  village,  about  three  agatz  from  kiezabatt. 
We  found  the  houfcs  all  empty,   the  people  having- 

Vol.  I.  H  fled 
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CHAP.  III.  fled  to  the  woods  or  mouncains  on  our  approach. 
17 ID.  ^pJ^^  2och  we  reached  a  village  about  four  agatz 
(an  agatz  is  reckoned  to  be  four  English  miles,) 
from  the  former,  where  we  lodged  again  in  empty 
houfes;  and  the  21ft  proceeded  four  agatz  further^ 
to  a  brook  of  white  and  muddy  water,  where  we 
pitched  our  tents.  About  noon,  next  day,  we  came 
to  a  fountain  of  pure  v/ater,  under  a  great  oak. 
Here  we  halted  two  hours  to  refreih  the  fick;  and^ 
after  traveUino-  four  agatz  further,  arrived  at  an  old 
caravanfery.  A  long  days-journey  for  people  in  fuch 
dlftrefs. 

The  caravanfcries  are  generally  large  fquare-build- 
iniis,  with  a  court  in  the  middle.  All  round  there 
src  rooms  for  lod'^intr  travellers,  and  on  one  fide  a 
ftable  for  horfes.  They  are  of  different  fizes  and 
GonflrucHons,  according  to  the  bounty  or  ability  of 
the  founder;  fomx  are  built  by  charitable  people, 
others  by  good  kings.  They  are  fituated  as  near 
frclh  water  as  polTlble,  and  about  a  day's  journey 
from  one  another. 

As  there  are  no  inns  in  the  eafl,  thefe  caravanfc- 
ries in  fome  mcafure  fupply  that  dcfed:,  though  no- 
thin  e 
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thino-  is  found  in  them  but  flielccr.    They  arc  how-  chap.  nr. 
ever  very  convenient:  for  travellers;  and  fonic  of  thc-in      ^ ' 
can  contain  five  hundred  men,    with   their  horfcs. 
There  is  commonly  an  old  man,  who  cleans   the 
rooms,  and  fetches  neceiTaries  from  the  next  town 
or  village. 

The  2-^dj  we  halted  to  refrefli  the  fick,  and  here 
we  buried  two  of  our  mechanics. 

The  24th,  we  travelled  to  a  ruinous  caravanfery, 
about  four  agatz  from  the  former.  This  was  the 
firll:  inftance  that  occurred  of  remiffnefs  and  inat- 
tention in  the  prcfent  government  of  persia;  for  the 
Kine,  without  attendino;  to  his  own  affairs,  allows 
himfelf  to  be  guided  entirely  by  thofe  whofe  intereft 
it  is  to  deceive  him.  Nothing,  in  the  judgment  of 
a  foreigner,  can  render  any  people  more  contemp- 
tible than  the  notorious  neglect  of  fuch  ufeful  pub- 
lick  edifces.  This  day  we  received  another  fupply 
of  provifions  from  the  chan. 

The  26th,  we  travelled  to  a  plain  within  a  league 
of  SHAMACHY,  whctc  wc  lay  all  night:  to  be  received 
into  the  town,  the  day  following,  in  forni  and  cere- 
mony, according  to  the  cuftom  of  Persia.     At  thi$ 

H   2  place 
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CHAP.  III.  place  died  my  friend,  captain  jagques  de  villette,. 
17 lo.  pj^  ^^,,.^„  ^  gentleman  of  a  good  family  in  France^. 
and  a  very  worthy  man.     And,  befides  the  Captain,, 
tv/o  fervants  died  here. 

CHAPTER     IV. 

Occurrences  duriiij   our  J}  ay    ^/   sham  achy;     Our  joiirne/ 

thence  to  t  a  u  r  i  s. 

HE  27th,  in  the  m.orning,  came  the  Kalentar 
and  Dorruga,  with  many  of  the  inhabitants,  to 
pay  their  compliments  to  the  ambailador.  Thefe 
officers  are  next  in  rank  under  the  chan,  and  have- 
the  folc  direction  of  affairs  in  his  abfence.  They 
brought  fome  line  horfes,  richly  caparifoned,  for  the 
chief  of  the  retinue.  As  we  approached  the  place 
we  were  met  l)y  other  olticers,  particularly  the  Di- 
van, BeoG:  and  Iih-a2:afIV,  and  mao;illrates,  all  moun- 
ted  on  ilately  horfcs,  w^ith  rich  furniture,  v/hich. 
made  a  very  fplcndid  appearance.  Before  the  am- 
balTador's  horfe  two  young  fellows  tumbled  all  the^ 
way,  with  great  agility.  About  two  o'clock  we  en- 
^.cred  the  citv. 

Asi 
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As  we  pafled  along  the  ftrcets,  all  the  tops  of  the  chap.  iv. 
houfes  were  filled  with  fpectators.  At  laft  the  am-  ^  7  ^  ^• 
baffador  arrived  at  the  houfe  of  one  of  the  principal 
officers,  which  was  allotted  entirely  to  him  and  his 
attendants.  The  houfes  in  Persia  are  moftly  flat- 
roofed.  As  there  is  but  little  rain  in  this  country,  a 
very  fmall  declivity  is  fufficient  to  carry  off  the  water. 
I  compute  the  diftance  between  miezabatt  and  sii  \- 
MACHY  to  be  about  twenty  five  agatz,  or  an  hundred 
miles. 

Oftober  i  (1,  I  had  a  vifit  from  a  gentleman  wxll 
dreiTed  in  the  Persian  fafliion,  and  v/as  not  a  little 
furprized  to  hear  him  talk  good  high- dutch  Af- 
ter fome  converfation,  he  told  me  he  was  born  at 
dantzick;  that  in  his  youth  he  came  to  Persia  with 
a  polish  ambalTador,  who  died  at  ispaban.  That, 
fome  differences  ariling  between  him  and  his  coun- 
trymen, to  end  the  difpute  he  turned  Mahometan,. 
and  fettled  in  Persia,  where  he  nov/  enjoyed  a  fmall 
falary  as  a  linguift.  He  had  often  repented  of  this 
rafh  ftep;  but,  having  a  vvife  and  children  at  sha- 
machy,  he  could  not  abandon  them. 

The  day  following,  the  chan,  with  a  numerous- 

red-- 
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cHAP.iv.  reclniic,  paid  a  ceremonial  vific  to  the  ambafllidor. 
1 7 1 6.  ^pi^^  ^1^,^^  -g  ^  middle-aged  man,  of  a  graceful  af- 
pcct,  by  birth  a  Georgian,  of  Chriftian  parents,  but 
brought  up  at  court  from  his  infancy:  And  it  mull 
be  confelled  that  his  treatment  of  the  ambalTador 
was  extremely  obliging. 

The  14th,  the  chan  fcnt  an  invitation  to  the  am- 
baffador  to  go  a  hunting,  with  horfes  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  We  marched  about  two  or  three  miles  to  the 
eaftward,  till  we  came  to  a  plain  overgrown  with 
lliort  reeds.  We  fprung  a  number  of  pheafants,  ten 
or  fifteen  whereof  were  killed  by  the  chan's  hawks, 
and  feveral  hares  were  run  down  by  the  grey-hounds, 
which  were  all  fent  to  the  ambaffiidor's  lodgings. 

About  this  time  there  happened  a  mifunderftand- 
ing  between  the  ambaffiidor  and  fecretary,  by  the 
imprudence  of  the  latter.  It  is  cuftomary  for  the 
Shach  to  make  prefents  in  money,  or  other  things, 
to  all  ambaillidors,  according  to  the  dignity  of  their 
refpcctive  mailers;  and  though  no  money  had  yet 
been  granted,  the  unlucky  fecretary,  poor  gentle- 
man! not  quite  recovered,  by  an  unfeafonable  and  ill 
advifcd  claim,  pretended  a  right  to  part  of  the  future 

dona- 
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donative.  The  ambafHidor,  on  the  contrary,  allcdg-  ciiap.  iv. 
ed,  that  the  fecretary  was  intituled  to  nothing  from  ^]_' 
him,  except  the  privilege  of  his  table  and  provifi- 
ons  for  his  fervants.  Both  my  fitiiation  in  the  re- 
tinue, and  an  indifpofition,  prevented  my  intermed- 
dling in  this  difpute.  I  only  advifcd  the  fecretary 
to  poflpone  his  claim  till  fome  more  favourable  op- 
portunity. My  advice  however  had  no  effect,  for 
the  difference  fHU  increafed,  till  the  fecretary  fell 
fick,  and  was  confined  to  his  lodgings,  where  he  died 
fuddenly  on  the  5th  of  November. 

This  event  was  the  more  melancholy  to  mc,  in 
particular,  as  it  v/as  unexpected ;  by  the  death  of  this 
gentleman  I  was  deprived  of  another  worthy  friend. 
He  was  a  saxon  by  birth;  was  candid,  honeft,  and 
fincere;  and  much  efteemed,  by  all  his  acquaintance,, 
for  his  learning  and  capacity. 

A  few  days  after,  there  arrived  at  sh.amachy  a 
PERSIAN  amballador,  v/ho  had  been  in  France,  and 
had  returned  homeward  through  russia.  His  be- 
haviour in  FRANCE,  and  in  other  places,  had  been 
little  for  the  honour  of  his  mailer.  The  minKliy 
at  ISPAHAN  had  perfect  intelligence  of  his  whole  con- 
duel 
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CHAP.  IV.  duel,  which  he  came  to  underftand ;  and,  being  afraid 
^7  CO  undergo  a  trial  at  court,  went  directly  to  the  city 
of  KRivAN,  the  place  of  his  refidence  when  in  his 
own  country,  where,  as  it  was  reported,  he  poifoned 
liimfclf.  He  had  treated  a  French  engineer,  whom 
he  engaged  in  the  fervice  of  his  mafter,  fo  cruelly 
that  he  died  two  days  after  coming  to  sham  achy. 

The  25th,  I  dined  with  father  peter  ricard,  in 
company  with  Monfieur  bourgard  a  French  mer- 
chant. This  father  hath  lived  as  a  miffionary  in  dif- 
ferent places  of  PERSIA  for  many  years.  He  had  flu- 
died  phyfick,  which  he  pra6lifed  occafionally,  and 
thereby  introduced  himfelf  to  an  acquaintance  with 
many  flimilies  of  diftinclion.  He  is  a  man  of  a  grave 
and  fober  deportment,  which  procures  him  great  re- 
fpc(fl:.  He  has  a  fmall  congregation  at  this  place, 
confining  only  of  christian  Armenians,  who  have 
been  converted  from  the  communion  of  the  eastern 
to  the  western  church;  for  it  is  a  capital  crime  to 
convert  a  :\iaho]\ietan.  Bourgard  v/as  employed  by 
the  ENGLISH  fac1:ory  at  Ispahan,  to  buy  raw  filks 
here  to  be  fent  to  aleppo. 

I'he  am-baflador  fent  a  prefent  to  the  chan,   of 

fables, 
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fables,  and  other  rich  furrs  of  confidcrablc  value;  chap.  iv. 
and  had,  in  return,  a  fine  horfe,  with  a  fadle,  bridle,   ^1  _  * 
and  other  trappings,  mounted  with  gold. 

Sometime  after,  there  arofe  a  difpute  between  the 
ambafTador  and  the  Chan,  about  the  Shach's  eratui- 
ty;  the  fn-fl:  thought  the  fum  offered  was  too  fmall, 
while  the  latter  affirmed  he  had  no  authority  for  a 
o;reater  allowance.  The  determination  of  this  affair 
detained  us  longer  than  we  intended  to  flay;  how- 
ever, in  the  mean  time,  camels  and  horfes  were  or- 
dered to  be  got  ready.  After  many  meffiges  on 
both  fides,  the  Chan,  unwilling  to  let  the  ambafTa- 
dor depart  unfatisfied,  fent  Monfieur  bourgard 
with  an  offer  of  ten  tomans  (a  toman  is  equal  to 
three  pounds  Sterling,)  a  day,  during  his  journey 
to  ISPAHAN,  and  that  fum  for  three  days  only  of 
the  time  he  continued  at  shaiaiachy.  This  pro- 
pofal  was  at  lad:  accepted,  and  the  money. paid.  I 
fhall,  before  w^e  leave  this  place,  add  a  few  remarks 
on  the  city  and  its  environs. 

Sham  ACHY  is  fituated  in  about  forty  degrees  north 
latitude.  It  was  anciently  part  of  media;  but  now 
the  capital  of  an  extcnfive  province,  called  shirvan. 

Vol.  I.  I  The 
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CHAP.  IV.  The  cicy  ftands  on  the  decHvicy  of  a  hill,  inclining 
VL     t^  ^^^^  fouch,  and  rifes  toward  the  top  in  form  of  an 
amphitheatre.     The  place  is  large,  but  the  houfes 
arc  meanly  built;  excepting  thofe  of  the  governor, 
the  chief  magiftrates,   and  a  few  rich  merchants.  , 
The  ftreets  are  narrow  and  irregular.     The  greater 
part  of  the  inhabitants  are  Persians.    There  is  alfo: 
a  confidcrable  number  of  Georgians  and  Armeni- 
ans.    The  vulgar  language  is  Turkish;  but  the 
people  of  difti action  fpcak  Persian.      The  air  is 
niore  healthy  than  at  places  nearer  to  the  Caspian. 
fea. 

Above  the  tov\n,  on  the  fummit  of  the  hill,  ftands 
an  high  edifice,  having  many  windows  and  a  gallery, 
in  which,  every  day  at  the  rifing  and  fetting  of  the 
fun,  is  held  a  kind  of  concert  of  mufick,  compofed 
of  long  trumpets,  large  drums,  and  hautboys,  which 
niake  a  dreadful  found.  It  is  reported  that  this  cuf- 
torn  is  as  ancient  as  the  time  of  Alexander  the 
Great. 

There  are  alfo  in  the  city  feveral  mofques  with 
high  pillars  adjoining,  which  the  moulla  or  priefl: 
afccnds  every  day  at  tv/elve  o'clock  to  call  tlie  peo- 
ple 
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pie  CO  prayers;  for  the  maiiometa\ns  ufe  no  bells.  cri\p.iv. 

They  have,  befides,  feveral  piiblick  baths,  fome  for   ^2^^ 

men,  others  for  the  women,  v:)  which  both  fexes  re- 
fort  daily  for  ablution,   conformably  to  the  law  of 

their  religion.  *^  The  women  go  generally  in  compa- 
nies of  live  or  fix,  fo  concealed  with  a  white  veil 
that  nothing  of  them  is  vifible  but  the  eyes  and 
nofe.  There  are  feveral  fnacious  caravanfenes,  verv 
convenient  for  ftrangers  or  merchants,  who  there  ex- 
pofe  their  commodities;  for  which  they  pay  a  fmali 
impofi:. 

There  is  a  confiderable  traffick  at  this  place;  par- 
ticularly in  raw-filk,  which  is  produced  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, the  greateft  part  whereof  is  purchafed  by 
the  ENGLISH  and  dutch  factories  at  Ispahan,  and 
fent  to  ALEPPO;  alfo  cotton,  v/hich  indeed  is  moftly 
fold  to  the  natives,  and  confumed  in  fluffs  for  their 
own  ufe.  The  country  about  sham  achy,  bciidcs 
many  kinds  of  fruits,  produces  plenty  of  wheat,  bar- 
ley, and  very  fine  grapes,  from  which  the  christi- 
ans make  very  good  wine;  they  keep  it  in  great  jars 
refcmbllng  the  Florence  oil  ones,  which  they_  de- 
pofite  under  ground  in  their  gardens,  covering  them 

I   2  above 
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CHAP.  IV.  above  v/lch  a   chm  ftone,  neatly  parted  about  the 
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edges,  for  the  better  prefer vation  of  the  liquor. 
When  they  give  an  entertainment  they  fpread  car- 
pets round  the  jar,  which  is  generally  placed  in  a 
iliade,  and  on  thefe  the  guefts  are  feated. 

About  two  miles  to  the  northward  of  the  city 
flands  a  high  mountain,  named  guilistan-dagh, 
where  are  fcen  the  ruins  of  an  ancient  caftle  bulk 
of  ftone;  it  appeared  not  to  be  of  caftxrn  architec- 
ture. I  could  procure  no  information  v/ho  was  the 
founder,  or  by  whom  it  was  demolillied.  Adjoining 
to  this  mountain  is.  another,  on  which  are  the  tombs 
of  two  faints,  or  heroes,  w^iithcr  great  numbers  of 
devout  people  come  annually  to  v/orlliip.  I  obferv- 
ed  near  thefe  tombs  fcveral  hallowed  rocks  covered 
with  fmall  fneils  brought  hither  by  the  wordiippers. 
I  obferved  likew^fe  on  the  common  rocks  many  ihells 
imprinted  and  petriiied,  which  feemed  very  extraor- 
dinary. 

December  4th,  all  things  being  prepared  for  our 
departure,  we  were  furnilhed  by  the  condu6lor,  or 
maymander,  with  one  hundred  and  fixty  camels,  and 
-Clear  two  hundred  horfes  and  mules^  o^n  v/hich  we 

kft 
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left  sHAMACHY,  travelling  along  the  rifing  grounds,  chap.  iv. 
We  halted  two  days  at  an  Armenian  village  called   ^^^    ' 

KALCK-ANII. 

On  the  7th,  we  defcendcd  into  a  dcfert  plain, 
called  by  the  Russians  mugan,  and  by  the  Persi- 
ans KURDISTAN.  At  mid-night  we  came  to  feme 
wells  of  brackilli  water,  where  v/e  lodged  in  fuch 
tents  as  are  ufcd  by  the  inhabitants,  which  were  pre- 
pared by  the  conductor. 

We  proceeded  the  loth  five  agatz,  to  a  little 
copfc-wood,  where  was  found  tolerable  water,  and 
the  I  ith  arrived  at  the  river  kure,  or  gyre,  which 
we  paiTed  on  a  bridge  of  boats,  and  pitched  our 
tents  on  the  other  fide.  The  water  of  the  river  is" 
fweet  and  wholefome. 

About  half  a  leao-ue  above  the  brido-c  the  river 
ARAXis,  now  ARRAS,  falls  iuto  the  kure,  which  to- 
gether form  a  confiderable  ftream  that  difcharo;es 
kfelf  into  the  Caspian  fea,  about  a  day's  journey 
below  the  bridge,  running  northward  all  the  way. 
But  the  mouth  of  the  river  is  fb  choaked  up  with 
fand,  that  it  is  navigable  by  no  veiTcl  of  any  burden. 

TKe  river  kure  di^vides  the  province  of  shirvan. 

from'. 
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CHAP.  IV.  from  KURDISTAN.  The  KURDY,  probably  fo  called 
7^"-  from  the  name  of  the  river,  are  a  very  ancient  peo- 
ple, and  feem  to  be  the  fame  whom  xenophon  in 
the  ANABASIS  calls  KARDUCHi,  who  fo  ftrenuoufly  op- 
pofed  his  pafTage,  in  his  famous  retreat  from  arta- 
XERXEs.  Hiey  are  11111  reckoned  a  brave  people. 
Their  horfes  are  moil:  efteemed  of  any  in  Persia, 
both  for  beauty  and  ftrength. 

We  left  the  kure  on  the  13th,  and  proceeded 
feven  aaatz  to  chuda-tzoolatzy,  where  the  water 
^vas  very  brackifh  and  muddy.  The  country  around 
appeared  plain  as  the  fea. 

Setting  out  early  next  morning,  we  travelled  ten 
ao-atz,  and  in  the  evening  reached  a  brook  of  tole- 
rable water,  called  bolgar.  This  was  the  laft  day's 
journey  in  the  plain  of  mugan.  The  inhabitants, 
the  KURDY,  live  in  tents  all  the  year.  The  foil  is 
very  dry  and  barren,  notwithftanding  the  cattle  are 
in  good  condition,  and  the  mutton  particularly  very 
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While  we  halted  about  noon,  fonie  Persian 
fportfmcn,  who,  by  their  drefs,  feem.ed  pcrfons  of 
iiiftinclion,  pitched  their  tents  near  curs.    They  fent 

the 
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the  ambaflador  a  prefenc  of  wild-fowl,  and  an  an- chap.  17. 
telope.  The  ambaflador  invited  them  to  (liarc  a  ^  * 
traveller's  dinner.  Three  of  the  gentlemen  accep- 
ted the  invitation,  but  exciifed  themfclves  from  eat- 
ing any  thing,  pretending  they  had  already  dined; 
but  it  is  well  known  that  the  Mahometans  fcruple 
to  eat  with  christians;  each  of  them  however  drank 
a  diih  of  coffee,  and  an  old  man  a  dram  of  brandy. 
They  had  fcveral  grey-hounds,  and  a  couple  of  large 
hawks,  which  were  trained  to  fly  at  antelopes;  the 
hawks  cannot  indeed  hold  fo  flrong  a  creature  as 
an  antelope,  but  they  fly  about  Irs  head,  and  there- 
by retard  its  velocity,  till  the  grey-hounds,  or  horfc- 
men,  overtake  it;  for  the  antelope  far  out-runs  any 
grey-hound  I  ever  fav;.  In  this  defert  I  have  feen 
flocks  of  them  confiding  of  two  or  three  hundred. 

In  manning  hawks  to  fly  at  antelopes,  they  (Lufl"* 
the  skins  of  thefe  animals  with  flraw,  and  feed  the 
hawk  between  their  horns,  placing  food  there  for 
that  purpofe;  hence  they  are  accuftomed  to  hover 
round  the  head,  which  proves  the  dcflrucHon  of 
thcfe  creatures.  I  was  informed  that  it  is  in  this 
manner  the  tartars  manage  hawks  to  fly  at  foxes 
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CHAP.  IV.  and  wolves.     Thefe  particulars  may  pofTibly  appear 
^Jl^'  immaterial;  however,  as  they  may  contribute  to  a- 
mufc  the  reader,  it  was  thought  not  improper  to 
infert  them. 

After  refting  the  1 6th,  we  travelled  next  day  four 
agatz,  to  the  foot  of  a  very  high  mountain,  where 
we  found  a  few  poor  cottages  defer  ted  by  their  in- 
habitants on  our  approach.  The  water  was  in  plenty 
and  good.  The  weather  was  very  cold,  and  no  fire- 
wood could  be  got,  except  a  little  we  brought  along 
with  us.  One  of  our  people  flraggling  too  near  the 
rocks  was  dangeroufly  w^ounded  with  a  ftone,  thrown 
by  fome  of  thefe  cottagers  who  had  retired  thither. 
On  thefe  rocks  I  faw  a  creature  like  a  goat,  called 
by  the  Germans  Stein-buck;  it  is  much  bigger  than 
the  common  kind  of  thefe  animals,  and  its  horns 
are  of  a  prodigious  fize. 

The  1 8th,  we  advanced  {i\c  agatz  farther;  and  the 
I  c;th,  fevcn  agatz  to  a  large  village,  called  katchoo- 
CHANA,  where  the  chan  of  mugan  has  a  good  houfe. 
The  weather  being  cold  and  frofly  w^e  continued 
here  all  tlie  20th. 

The  2  ]  ft  we  travelled  five  aQ;atz.  to  a  villap-e  un- 

der 
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cler  a  great  mountain,  where  was  a  water-mill  for  chap.  iv. 
grinding  corn,   the  firri:  machine  of  that  fort  I  faw   ^2  ^^* 
in  PERSIA. 

The  2 2d  we  came  to  a  fmall  town  called  aggar. 
The  kalentar  ordered  the  citizens  to  arm  and  op- 
pofe  our  entry;  and,  notwithftanding  the  remon- 
ftrances  of  our  conductor,  he  perfifted  unalterable 
in  his  purpofe,  affirming  lie  had  no  order  to  admit 
fuch  a  body  of  armed  men.  He  did  not  however 
refufe  us  provifions,  wood  and  water,  for  money. 
We  were  therefore  obliged  to  content  ourfelves  with 
thefe,  and  lodge  in  our  tents  on  an  open  field,  in 
cold  weather. 

Next  day  we  proceeded  two  or  three  agatz,  to  a 
large  populous  village,  where  the  people,  in  imita- 
tion of  thofe  at  aggar,  affembled  in  arms,  and  bar- 
ricadoed  all  their  entries,  refufmo;  us  admittance; 
thiCy  beat  our  quarter-mafter,  a  Persian  officer  be- 
longing to  the  conductor,  for  offering  to  force  his 
Vv^ay  into  the  place.  We  therefore  lodged  again  in 
the  open  air.  They  fent  out  fome  iire  wood,  and 
whatever  elfe  they  could  fpare.  I  muft  confefs  I 
could  fcarce  blame  thefe  people  for  their  behaviour; 

Vol.  I.  K  be- 
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CHAP  IV.  bccaufc,  had  we  been  admitted,  the  inhabitants  muft 
^]        all  have  left  their  own  houfes:  and  where  could  a 
parcel  of  poor  women  and  children  have  found  iliel- 
ter  in  fu:h  extremity  of  cold. 

The  2z|.th  we  continued  our  journey  betwixt  two 
great  mountains,  where  the  north  wind  was  very 
piercing.  We  paffed  an  old  ruinous  caravanfery^ 
and  arrived  in  the  evening  at  an  empty  village, 
"which  the  natives  had  forfook  the  day  before.  All 
next  day  we  halted,  being  christmass. 

The  26th  we  marched  forward  four  agatz,  to 
another  village.  The  inhabitants  were  fo  hofpi- 
table  as  to  afford  us  lodging;  but  charged  dear  for 
every  thing  we  needed,  efpecially  wood,  which  was 
bought  at  the  rate  of  three-pence  for  feven  pounds. 

On  the  2  7ch  we  travelled  over  exceedino;  hio:h 
mountains,  from  vzhence,  I  was  told  by  an  Armeni- 
an merchant  in  our  company,  might  be  feen,  in  a 
clear  day,  the  top  of  the  famous  mount  Ararat^ 
called  by  the  persjans  aggry,  by  the  armi^nians 
messin;  the  fummit  is  conllantly  covered  with  fnow, 
and  often  with  a  cloud.     It  is  the  highcft  of  all  that. 

chaiiu. 
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chain  of  mountains  in  Armenia,  on  which  we  then  chap.  iv. 

flood.  lyi^- 

How  far  my  information  might  be  true  I  cannot 
determine;  but  certain  it  is,  that  when  the  Arme- 
nians fee  this  mountain  they  make  a  fign  of  the 
crofs,  and  fay  their  prayers,  as  is  their  cuftom,  when 
they  approach  any  place  which  they  efteem  facred. 

In  the  evening  we  arrived  at  the  city  of  tauris, 
TERRis,  or  TEBRis,  as  it  is  pronounced  by  fome. 
The  ambaflador  was  met,  about  half  a  mile  from 
the  place,  by  the  kalentar,  and  chief  officers,  who, 
after  the  common  falutations,  conducled  him  to  his 
lodgings.  Our  baggage  was  depofited  in  a  large  ca- 
ravanfery  in  the  neighbourhood. 


K  2  CHAR 
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CHAPTER     V. 

Ocainrnces  ihriiig  cur  Jlay  at  t  a  u  r  i  s  ;    Our  journey  thence.- 

to    ISPAHAN,. 

AURIS  is  a  large  and  populous  cicy,  the  capitat 
of  the  province  of  chat  name,  and  the  refidence 
of  the  chan.  It  is  fituaced  in  a  fruitful  plain,  encom- 
palTed  by  the  high  rocks  of  mount  tauris,  about  ten 
days  journey  from  shamaghv,  and  twenty  five  from 
ISPAHAN.  I  mean  to  a  caravan.  It  is  fuppofed  to> 
be  the  ancient  metropolis  of  media.  It  is  ftill  of 
eonfidcrable  extent;  but  not  near  what  it  ha.s  been. 
There  are  yet  to  be  {^^n  m^any  curious  remains  of 
ancient  grandeur;  particularly  an  old  temple  con- 
verted into  a  mofque,  now  negle6led  and  ruinous. 
The  roof  is  fupported  by  many  (lately  pillars  of  por- 
phyry, almoft  entire,  fome  whereof  are  of  a  greenifh 
colour,  Vv'ich  other  colours  and  veins  of  gold  inter- 
fperfed.  The  proportions  feemed  to  be  regular,  and 
the  workmanfliip  very  fine  and  curious.  In  fliort,  I 
am  unable  to  defcribe  the  fymmetry  and  beauty  of 
thefe  pillars ;  and  wonder  how  they  have  efcaped  the 
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fury  of  fo  many  barbarians.  It  is  no  lefs  furprifing  chap.  v. 
where  were  got  fuch  mafTy  pieces  of  marble,  feeing  ^  7  ^  ^* 
nothing  Hke  them  is  now  to  be  found  in  this  coun- 
try. Thefe  particulars  demonftrate  the  ancient  gran- 
deur and  riches  of  this  place.  It  is,  however,  a  de- 
plorable truth,  that  this  country,  in  general,  hath  un- 
dergone fo  many  revolutions,  fince  the  time  of  Ale- 
xander the  Great,  her  firll:  conqueror,  that,  a  fev/ 
places  excepted,  the  prefent  names,  and  defcriptions 
of  cities  and  provinces,  bear  almoft  no  refemblancc 
to  thofe  of  antiquity;  fo  that  one  can  fcarce  imagine 
them  accounts  of  the  fame  places :  To  fuch  a  degree 
hath  time  and  barbarous  invaders  changed  the  appea- 
rances of  things.  Fire  and  fvvord  have'rao-ed  to  de- 
flroy  magnificent  cities;  ftately  temples  and  palaces 
are  demoUdied;  whole  provinces  depopulated;  and 
fruitful  fields  converted  into  a  defert,  by  diverting 
the  fprings,  or  turning  the  rivers,  that  watered  them, 
into  other  channels:  Such  are  the  confequences  of 
lawlefs  ambition  on  the  fmefl:  productions  of  nature 
and  art.  The  lafl:  is  a  circumilance  to  v/hich  fev/ 
countries  are  fo  much  expofcd  as  persia  ;  for  in  the 
inland  part  of  it,  there  is  almoft  no  rain,  whicli  o- 

bliges 
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CH^p  V  blio-es  the  inhabitants  to  water  all  their  veo;etables 
^7        from  fprings  and  brooks.     They  often  convey  even 
rivers  feveral  leagues,  in  channels  under  ground,  for 
this  purpofc.     The  dew  indeed  is  very  plentiful;  but 
would  be  infufficient  of  itfelf  for   the  purpofes  of 


veeetation. 


The  ilreets  of  tauris  are  narrow  and  irregular. 
The  houfes  are  built  with  bricks  made  of  mud,  mix- 
ed with  chopped  flraw,  and  dried  in  the  fun ;  the  go- 
vernor's palace  indeed,  and  a  few  more  houfes,  are 
built  of  ftone,  and  make  a  good  appearance.  The 
roofs  are  generally  flat,  and  covered  with  a  terrace. 
The  walls  are  white-wafhed  on  the  infide,  and  look 
very  white  and  clean.  The  floors  of  every  houfe  are 
fpread  v/ith  carpets,  or  mats,  according  to  the  cir- 
cum (lances  of  the  inhabitants.  The  people  of  di- 
flinction  have  great  halls  of  audience,  in  their  outer 
courts,  arched  with  fquare  bricks,  which  are  plaifler- 
ed  and  painted  with  flowers;  this  is  done  at  a  fmall 
expence,  and  makes  a  very  fine  fliow. 

There  are  feveral  well  built  mofques,  with  (lately 
minorcts,  or  pillars,  which  the  moulla  afcends  to 
call  the  people  to  prayers;  alfo  an  high  building  for 

the 
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the  mufick,  that  plays  evening  and  morning,  as  men-  chap.  v. 
tioned  at  shamachy.  There  are  alio  fome  large  ca-  ^^^_* 
ravanferies;  fo  chat  no  flranger  can  be  at  a  lofs  for 
lodging  at  a  fmall  expence.  The  city  is  quite  open, 
havino:  no  caftle,  or  forcificacion  to  defend  it.  In- 
deed  one  would  imagine  the  defert  mountains,  fcar- 
cicy  of  water,  and  other  obftru6tions,  would  be  a 
fufficient  defence  againd  all  invafions;  the  fury  of 
the  TURKS,  however,  in  their  wars  with  Persia  fur- 
mounted  all  thefe  obilacles. 

Tauris  is  fapphed  with  water  from  a  brook,  cal- 
led SHANKUY,  which  ruus  through  the  city,  and  fome 
fprings  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  inhabitants  are 
moftly  PERSIANS;  though  there  are  among  them  ma- 
ny ARMENIANS.  They  have  a  confiderable  commerce 
in  raw-filk,  and  manufa61ories  of  carpets,  and  (ilk 
and  cotton  fluffs.  They  have  great  crops  of  wheat 
and  barley,  when  at  the  trouble  and  expence  of  wa- 
tering the  fields;  but  their  principal  fupporc  is  rice, 
broup-ht  from  the  province  of  guilan,  where  it  grows 
VQiy  plentifully;  for  this  kind  of  grain,  which  of  all 
other  thrives  befl:  on  wet  land,  agrees  wonderfully 
■with  that  rich  moiA  IblL  nca.v.  d:ic.cASPiAN  fea. . 

Tii-e^' 
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CHAP.  V.       The  Capuchin  mifTionaries  have  a  convent  at  this 
•^7        place,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Armenians  of  the  roman 
cATHOLicK  profelFion;   which  is  fupcrintended  by 
two  fathers  of  that  order. 

About  a  league  from  the  city,  on  the  road  to  Is- 
pahan, are  feen,  the  ruins  of  a  bridge,  on  the  top  of 
a  hill,  where,  I  believe,  no  water  has  run  fince  the 
deluge.  It  is  faid  that  it  was  built  by  a  whimfical 
prieft,  in  order  to  introduce  himfelf  to  the  King, 
sHACH  ABBAss,  w^ho  could  iiot  avoid  taking  notice, 
when  he  paffed  that  way,  of  fuch  an  extraordinary 
appearance. 

About  four  or  five  leagues  from  tauris,  in  a  plain 
called  ROOMY,  there  are  feveral  fprings  of  water  that 
petrify  wood,  and,  1  have  been  informed,  even  rep- 
tiles; fuch  as  lizards.  One  thing  is  certain,  that, 
after  a  (lagnation  of  this  water,  for  a  certain  time, 
there  is  a  fubftance  like  marble  found  at  the  bottom, 
w^hich  the  Persians  cut  into  any  breadth,  or  length, 
at  pleafure.  I  have  feen  of  it  two  or  three  inches 
thick.  It  is  eafdy  poliflied,  and  is  diaphanous,  but 
not  tranfparent.  After  fawing  it  into  flabs,  they  Hk 
them  for  windows  in  their  bagnios  and  private  apart- 
ments 
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mcncs.     Perhaps,  it  is  not  improbable,  the  large  pil-  chap.  v. 
lars,  formerly  mentioned,  might  be  hewn  out  of  this    ^7^7- 
kind  of  marble. 

During  our  flay  at  tauris,  little  material  hap- 
pened. The  weather  continued  very  cold,  which, 
together  with  want  of  horfes  and  camels,  detained 
us  longer  than  we  expected.  I  could  not  but  pity  the 
poor  people  of  this  place;  the  cold  was  fo  exce/Tive, 
and  bread,  and  other  neceffaries  fo  dear,  that,  I  was 
informed,  many  of  them  perifhed  in  the  ftreets. 

January  id,  lyiy,  Monfieur  ricard,  a  french 
Jefuit,  arrived,  in  his  way  to  Ispahan,  with  fome  let- 
ters from  ROME  to  the  Sophy.  He  fent  Aionfieur 
DUFFUs,  one  of  his  retinue,  with  his  compliments 
to  our  ambafTador. 

The  Chan  being  abfent,  the  Vizir,  who  is  his  lieu- 
tenant, came  the  6th,  in  great  ftate,  to  vifit  the  am- 
baffiidor;  who,  on  the  nth,  returned  the  compli- 
ment, attended  with  all  his  retinue.  He  was  receiv- 
ed in  a  magnificent  hall,  fpread  with  fine  carpets. 
There  was  a  feat  placed  for  the  ambafTador;  but  the 
reft  of  the  company  fat  crofs-legged  on  the  carpets, 
in  the  Persian  manner. 

Vol.  I.  L  The 
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CHAP.v.       The  2  0th  tlicre  was  a  great  fall  of  faow,  which 
^7^7-  very   much   fofcencd    the    cold   piercing   northerly 
winds. 

The  2^d,  having,  with  great  difficulty,  procured 
horfes  and  camels,  we  left  t.auris,  and  travelled  two 
ao-atz  through  deep  fnow,  which  incommoded  us  not 
a  little;  particularly  on  account  of  the  camels,  who 
cannot  bear  deep  roads. 

The  2^.th  and  25th,  the  roads  were  impaflable. 
I  faw  here  a  male  camel  trample  one  of  his  keepers 
under  his  feet.  Vox  at  this  feafon,  when  the  females 
arc  ruttin'^,  the  n^des  arc  very  furious  and  ungo- 
vernable, and  mud  be  managed  with  great  caution. 

The  26th,  we  travelled  two  agatz,  to  a  fpacious 
well  built  caravanfery,  founded  by  shach  sephy^ 
fufficient  to  contain  fonie  hundreds  of  men  and  hor- 
fes. Here  we  halted  fome  time,  and  proceeded  in  the 
afternoon  live  agatz  farther.  In  this  day's  journey  you 
have  the  choice  of  two  roads,  both  leading  to  Ispa- 
han; one  through  the  cities  of  ardeville  and  cas- 
bik;  and  the  other  by  zencan  and  sultany;  the 
hi\  whereof  we  choofed,  being  fomewhat  fhorter. 
Ardeville  is  reported  to  be  a  very  fine  place;. 

and. 
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and  is  famous  for  the  monuments  of  sii.\cii  sf.phy  chap.  v. 
the  firft,  and  othc-r  persia.n  princes  and  heroes,  c-  '  '' 
ll:ccmcd  for  their  virtue  and  piety.  A  great  many 
devout  people  come,  from  all  parts  of  the  country, 
to  worlhip  at  thcfe  tombs,  where  a  confiderable  cha- 
rity is  daily  diilrlbuted  to  the  poor  pilgrims;  to  fup- 
port  which,  there  is  a  fund  fettled  by  the  King,  with 
proper  officers  appointed  to  fuperintend  the  manage- 
ment of  it,  and  prevent  frauds.  I  wanted  much  to 
vifit  this  place,  but  found  it  impracticable. 

The  27th,  we  advanced  three  agatz,  through 
deep  fnow,  to  a  caravanfery  built  of  bricks.  Wc 
were  at  no  lofs  for  water  w4iile  the  fnow  lay  upon 
the  ground.  The  next  day  we  reached  a  large  \"il- 
lage,  called  kaPvA-china  inhabited  by  pepvSians  and 
ARMENIANS.  About  a  mile  from  the  place  v/e  were 
met  by  an  Armenian  priefl:,  attended  by  a  company 
of  country  people,  who  came  to  welcome  us  as  fel- 
low ChrilHans.  One  of  them  carried  a  painted  cru- 
cifix, raifed  on  a  long  pole;  others  played  on  flutes 
and  hautboys,  and  other  mufical  inftruments;  to 
which  one  or  two  perfons  kept  time,  by  beating  two 
chin  brafs  plates  again  ft  each  other;   and  many  of 

L   2  them 
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CHAP.  V.  them  fung  hymns  and  pfahns.  In  this  manner  thcj 
^2^^'  accompanied  us  co  our  lodgings,  v/herc  we  were  bet- 
ter accommodated  tlian  we  had  been  hitherto.  We 
received  from  thefe  people,  in  particular,  very  good 
wine  and  grapes,  which  they  preferve,  through  the 
winter,  by  hanging  them  in  dry  and  open  places. 

About  this  time  many  of  our  people  had  fore 
eyes,  and  fwelled  faces,  caufed  by  the  flrong  refle- 
xion of  the  fun-beams  from  the  fnow.  The  Persi- 
ans themfelvTS  are  liable  to  the  fame  diforders.  As 
a  remedy,  they  wear  a  (illet  of  net-work,  made  of 
black  horfe  hair,  over  their  eyes;  which  I  found,  by 
experience,  altogether  efix:clual. 

The  3  I  ft,  we  fet  out  early,  and  travelled  four 
agatz  to  TURKOM.A,  a  large  village.  The  fnow  con- 
tinued very  deep.  Here  we  were  obliged  to  wait 
for  our  camels,  fome  of  which  did  not  arrive  till 
next  day. 

February  2d,  v/e  travelled  eight  agatz  to  a  little 
town  called  mianna,  where  is  a  caravanfery  for  hor- 
fcs  only.      Here  we  buried  another  of  our  people. 

The  zith,  after  two  hours  march,  we  paiTed  a  ri- 
ver, over  which  is  a  fine  flone-bridge,  flanding  un- 
der 
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der  an  high  mouncain  called  kaplanton.  Leaving  cmap.  v. 
that  place,  we  law,  on  the  lefc  hand,  the  ruins  of  '  '' 
an  old  fortification.  We  repalTed  the  river  on  an- 
other (lone-bridge;  thence  to  a  caravanfery,  called 
TZAMATURA,  and  at  night  reached  another,  called 
SARTZAM,  beino;  eio-ht  airatz  from  imianna.  Here 
we  halted  till  our  camels  arrived;  the  greatefl:  part 
whereof  came  not  before  next  day.  We  perceived 
the  depth  of  the  fnow  to  leflen  daily,  as  we  advan- 
ced to  the  fouth. 

The  7th,  we  travelled- five  agatz  to  a  fmall  town 
named  zengan,  where  we  lodged  in  a  good  cara- 
vanfery. The  Sultan,  or  chief  magiftrate,  waited 
on  us,  and  gave  us  a  friendly  and  Iiofpitable  recep- 
tion. He  has  under  his  jurifdiclion,  both  this  place 
and  sultany;  at  each  he  refides  half  the  year  by 
turns. 

Here  we  met  a  Russian  merchant,  who  had  about 
fifteen  or  twenty  camels  loadcn  with  various  kinds 
of  merchandife,  o-oins:  to  bucharia. 

We  halted  two  days,  on  account  of  the  deep  fnow 
in  this  nei2:hbourhood;  and  the  ict'i,  after  travel- 
ling  fix  agatz,  came  to  sultany.    This  place  is  at 

pre-^ 
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cHAP.v.  prcfenc  fmall  and  inconildcrablc,  though  it  appears 
^211'  t^>  l^^'^^'^  been  a  great  and  famous  city  in  former 
times.  There  are  Itill  to  be  feen  feveral  (lately 
mofqucs  and  minorets;  one  of  thefe  mofques  is  the 
tomb  of  a  Persian  prince,  called  chudabendie, 
which  has  a  brafs  gate  of  lattice  work,  feemingly  of 
great  antiquity.     In  the  fame  mofque  is  the  tomb 

of  SULTAN  P>AJAZAT,  fou   tO  CHUDABENDIE. 

On  the  I  2  th,  we  travelled  four  agatz  to  a  vil- 
la(>-c  where  we  ftaid  all  nioht;  and  the  i  ^th,  three 
agatz  to  another,  through  deep  fnow,  which  pre- 
vented our  proceeding  next  day. 

The  I  5th,  we  travelled  five  agatz,  and  the  i6th 
four,  to  a  large  village,  called  guiga  zayn.  Ac 
this  place  a  FvUssian  youth  applied  to  the  ambafTa- 
dor  for  freedom,  and  protection.  He  had  been  car- 
ried av/ay  by  the  tartars,  from  fome  of  the  fouth- 
crn  provinces  of  russia,  and  was  fold  fome  years 
before  in  Persia.  He  was  forced  to  turn  Mahome- 
tan; had  almoil  forgot  his  mother  tongue;  and  was 
obliged  to  explain  himJelf  by  an  interpreter.  The 
ambalTador  afforded  him  the  protection  he  fought. 
His  mafter  claimed  either  his  flave  or  the  money  he 

had 
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had  paid  for  him;  neicher  of  which  demands  could  chap. v. 
be  granted.  •  ^7^7- 

The  I  cth,  we  arrived  ac  sex  abbatt,  a  village  four 
agatz  from  the  former,  where  we  quartered  than 
night,  and  relied  all  the  next  day. 

The  20th,  we  advanced  three  agatz  to  araz-ant, 
a  fmall  village.  This  diftridt  being  much  peftered 
with  ftrong  gangs  of  high-way  men,  we  marched 
with  great  circumfpe6lion,  and  in  the  night  the  bag- 
gage was  guarded,  both  by  our  own  people  and  the 
Gondu6lor's  foldiers. 

The  2  ift,  after  a  journey  of  three  hours,  we  came 
to  an  old  caravanfcry,  called  idjoop,  v/here  we  red- 
ed; then  advanced  four  agatz  to  another,  called 
KOcKERA,  fituated  in  an  extenfive  plain.  The  fnow 
was  now  altogether  gone,  and  the  water  at  this 
place  very  bad.  In  an  upper  room  of  this  caravan- 
fcry, I  faw  the  names  of  many  Europeans  cut  on 
the  wall,  in  different  languages:  among  which  was 
that  of  OLEARius,  fecretary  to  the  holstein  ambaf- 
fadors,  who  publiihed  a  very  exa6i:  account  of  that 
fruitlefs  embaffy. 

The  2  2d  of  February,  we  fee  out  very  early,  and 

in 
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cHAP.v.  ill  three  hours  reached  denggie,   a  caravanfery, 
^7^7-  where  we  halted  for  refrediment;  and  at  night  ar- 
rived at  SABA,  or  SAVA,  feven  agatz  from  kockera. 

Saba  appears,  from  many  ruins,  to  have  been  a 
place  of  great  note;  it  ftands  in  a  fruitful  and  ex- 
tenfive  plain,  which  produces  all  forts  of  fruit  na- 
tural to  the  climate;  particularly  pomegranates,  the 
lareefl:  I  have  feen.  The  trees  were  now  in  full 
bloom,  and  had  a  very  fine  appearance.  Some  years 
ago  this  place  was  almoft  ruined  by  a  deluge;  it  has 
been  repairing  ever  fmce,  but  is  ftill  far  from  its 
former  condition. 

The  2z|th,  our  road  lay  through  a  defert  and  bar- 
ren plain,  abounding  with  filtpetre.  We  travelled  fix 
agatz  to  jEFFRABATT,  a  new  caravanfery;  and  the 
23th,  live  agatz  to  the  town  of  koom. 

About  two  Icao-ues  from  koo?,i  v/e  faw  a  round 
hill  to  the  left,  called  in  Turkish,  gedeen-gedmaze, 
which  fignifies,  that,  whoever  goes  up  never  returns; 
which,  the  Persians  fay,  was  the  fate  of  a  page  fent 
up  by  SHACH  abbass  with  a  lighted  torch  in  his  hand: 
however  this  be,  it  is  certainly  no  eafy  matter  to 
afcend  this  place ;   becaufe  the  whole  hill  confifts 

of 
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of  fand,  which  is  Hiifced  from  place  to  place  by  the  chap.  v. 
wind,  and  mull:  foon  tire  whoever  attempts  to  climb    ^7^7- 
it. 

KooM  is  reckoned  among  the  chief  towns  in  Per- 
sia, and  is  the  refidence  of  a  Chan.  It  is  fituated 
in  a  fertile  plain,  well  v/atered  by  a  pretty  large  ri- 
ver, over  which  is  a  fine  flone-bridoe.  In  the  tov/n 
is  a  fpacious  caravanfery,  and  feveral  well  built 
mofques  and  minorets;  one  of  thefe  mofques  is 
highly  efteemed  by  the  Persians,  becaufe  of  the 
fepulchre  of  shach  sephy  and  his  fon  shach  ab- 
BAss  the  fecond,  and  that  of  sidy  fathima,  grand- 
daughter to  their  prophet  mahomet.  Thefe  tombs 
are  much  frequented  by  pilgrims,  from  all  parts  of 
PERSIA,  who  refort  thither  once  a  year  to  pay  their 
devotions;  and  are  fupported  by  a  fund  appropriat- 
ed to  that  purpofe. 

Before  you  reach  the  mofque,  you  pafs  through 
three  neat  courts ;  and  in  the  middle  of  the  fourth, 
where  the  mofque  ftands,  there  is  a  large  bafon  of 
clear  water.  Above  the  gate  are  ingraved  in  gilt- 
letters,  the  names  of  the  deceafed  princes,  with  fome 
verfes  in  their  praifc.     The  monument  of  sidy  fa- 

VOL.    I.  M  THIMA 
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CHAP  V.  Till  MA  flands  in  the  front  of  the  building,  enconi- 
^1^1'  paficd  wirh.  a  grate- work  of  pure  fil'ver,  very  valu- 
able.    To  each  of  the  princes  are  confecrated  mag- 
nificent apartments,  where  the  prieils  read  the  Koran 
night  and  day. 

This  is  alfo  a  place  of  refuge  for  debtors,  and 
unfortunate  people,  who  are  maintained  at  the  pu- 
blick  expence.  Adjoining  to  the  mofque  is  a  large 
hall,  where  alms  is  daily  diftributed  to  the  poor. 
Few  CHRISTIANS  are  admitted  into  this  facred  place. 
The  ambaffador,  however  with  a  few  of  the  retinue, 
obtaineil  this  favour.  Koom  is  famous  for  manu- 
focturing  the  beft  blades,  in  all.  Persia,  for  fabres 
and  poinarei:^. 

The  27th,  we  travelled  from  koom,  five  agatz  to 
KAssiM-ABBAT,.  a  confiderablc  village,  where  we  lodg- 
ed. The  weather  now  began  to  be  fo  hot  that  we 
could  travel  only  in  the  morning  and  evening. 

On  the  28th,  after  travelling  fix  agatz,  we  came 
to  siNNBZYN,  another  village.  Here  our  huntfman^ 
caught  a  porcupine,  and  brought  it  home  alive. 

March  ifl,  we  arrived  at  a  place  called  kasfian,, 
fix  agatz  from  the  former.      At  fome  dlflance  we 

were 
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were  met  by  the  doroga,  or  judge,  attended  by  a-  chap.  v. 
bout  fifty  horfemen.     He  came  to  falutc  the  am-    J^J^ 
bafTador,  and  condu6led  him  to  his  lodgings.      The 
houfe  belonged  to  the  Shach,  and  was  pleafantly 
fituated  in   the  middle  of  a  fine  garden,  planccd 
with  various  kinds  of  fruit  trees. 

Kashan  is  a  large  and  populous  city;  it  is  iituat- 
ed  in  a  fertile  plain,  which  fecures  plenty  of  all  nc- 
cefTaries,  and  contains  feveral  well  built  mofques  and 
caravanferies.  The  market  place  is  well  furnillied 
with  merchandife  of  different  kinds.  The  common 
manufadures  of  persia  are  found  here;  viz.  (ilk  and 
cotton  ftuffs,  carpets,  befides  fome  other  articles, 
which  make  this  a  place  of  confiderable  trade. 

This  city  is  much  peftered  with  fcorpions,  efpe- 
daily  the  black  kind,  reckoned  the  moft  venomous. 
Their  fling  proves  mortal  in  a  few  days,  nay,  evert 
hours,  if  proper  remedies  be  not  applied.  The  cure 
ufed  by  the  Persians,  is  to  anoint  the  wound  with 
the  oil  of  thefe  animals,  extra6led  by  frying.  Of 
this  oil  they  have  generally  a  quantity  in  referve.  If 
it  is  wanting,  they  bruife  any  fcorpion  and  apply  it 
to  the  part  affected.      Either  of  thefe  remedies, 

M  2  taken 
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CHAP.v.  taken  in  due   time,  fcldom  fliil  of  faccefs.      The 
^7^7-  PERSIANS  have  fuch  a  dread  of  thefe  creatures,  that,, 
when  provoked  by  any  pcrfon,  they  wiih  a  k  ash  an 
fcorpion  may  iVmg  him.      They  are  the  more  ter- 
rible, as  few  houfes  are  free  from  them;  for  mod  of 
the  floors  being  of  earth,  and  covered  with  carpets 
or  mats,  below  thefe  the  fcorpions  find  or  make 
holes  for  themfelves,  where  they  lurk  unfeen.    They 
do  not  indeed  often  hurt,  unlefs  touched  fuddenly. 
It  is  advifible  for  all  travellers  to  examine  diligent- 
ly the  place  where  they  are  to  lleep,  before  they  ga 
CO  bed.      As  the  fcorpion  is  well  known,  it  will  be 
unnecelTary  to  fay  any  more  of  it. 

The  5th,  we  reached  buzabbatt,  five  agatz  from 

KASHAN.    The  weather  v/as  very  hot.    At  this  place 

I  faw  a  creature  called  the  stellio,  or  tarantula,  and' 

by  the  PERSIANS  inkureck;   it  is  in  fliape  and  fize 

fomewhat  like  a  large  fpider,  but  overgrown  with 

hair.      I  was  informed   that   it  neither  flings  nor 

bices,  but  drops  its  venom  upon  the  skin,  which  is 

of  fuch  a  nature  that  it  immediately  penetrates  inta 

the  body,  and  caufes  dreadful  fymptoms;   fuch  as 

giddijiefs  of  the  head,  a  violent  pain  in-  the  flomach, 

and 
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and  a  lechargick  flupifaction.  The  remedy,  as  in  chap. v. 
the  former  cafe,  is  the  application  of  the  fame  ani-  ^^^2'* 
.  mal,  when  bruifed,  to  the  part,  by  which  the  poifon 
is  extraded.  They  alfo  make  the  patient  drink  a- 
bundance  of  fwect  milk,  after  which  he  is  put  in  a 
kind  of  tray,  fufpended  by  ropes  fixed  in  the  four 
corners,  it  is  turned  round  till  the  ropes  are  twifted 
ioiU'd  together,  and,  when  let  go  at  once,  the  un- 
twining caufes  the  basket  to  turn  round,  with  a 
quick  motion,  which  forces  the  patient  to  vomit. 

They  alfo  make  them  dance  to  mufical  infiru- 
ments,  which  the  fick  perfon  fometimes  does  of  his 
own  accord,  till  he  drops  down  upon  the  fpot.  One 
of  thefe  terrible  creatures  happened  to  fall  out,  of 
the  cieling  upon  my  hand,  as  I  was  going  one  night 
to  bed;  I  fhook  it  ofFinftantaneoufly  without  receiv- 
ing the  leaft  harm.  Every  thing  near  was  moved, 
and  fearched  for  it,  but  to  no  purpofe,  there  being 
many  holes  in  the  floor.  It  may  eafily  be  imagined 
that  apprehenfion  would  prevent  my  lleeping  much 
that  night. 

The  6th,  we  travelled  five  or  fix  agatz  to  kal- 
tabbatt;,  and  the  next  day  five,  to  nattanee,  a 

ixnall 
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CHAP.  V.  fmall  town  fituated  under  fome  high  mountains. 
^  '7^7-  Here  the  Shach  has  a  pretty  Uttle  palace,  with  gar- 
dens, fountains  of  fine  water,  and  cafcades.  We 
lodged  in  the  palace.  The  jackals  were  fo  hold 
that  they  howled  under  the  windows  all  the  night 
long,  and  carried  off  fome  of  our  poultry.  On  the 
top  of  a  mountain,  near  this  place,  ftands  a  high 
tower,  built  by  shach  abbass,  which  is  feen  at  a 
sreat  diftance. 

The  8th,  we  left  nattanee,  and  in  three  hours 
paflTed  a  fine  houfe,  with  gardens,  built  by  shach 
abbass,  and  fituated  by  itfelf  in  a  pleafant  plain. 
About  three  hours  after,  we  came  to  tutrin,  an 
old  caravanfery,  where  we  lodged.  The  heat  in- 
creafed  daily  as  we  advanced  to  the  fouth.  The 
9th,  we  reached  ruck,  eight  agatz  diftant  from  tu- 
trin, and  four  hours  journey  from  the  city  of  Is- 
pahan. 

The  loth,  being  the  vernal  equinox,  when  the 
new  year  commences  among  the  Persians,  we  halted 
all  day.  In  the  evening  thirty  fine  horfes,  with  rich 
furniture,  were  fent  from  the  Shach's  flables  to  the 
ambaiTador;  fome  of  the  bridles  were  ornamented 

with 
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with  gold,  others  with  filvcr.  Two  lions  were  err  \p.  v. 
brought  by  a  Persian  to  be  Ihown  to  the  ambaila-  ^^^^* 
dor.  They  were  led  into  a  court-yard,  and  let  looic 
upon  a  goat;  but,  inftead  of  the  goat,  they  ran  at 
fome  of  our  people,  who  narrowly  efcaped  by  get- 
ting into  a  houfe  and  {hutting  the  doors.  It  feerns 
the  fight  of  fo  many  flrangers  had  frightened  them, 
for  the  keeper  hrmfelf  with  difficulty  chained  them, 
afi-d  one  of  them  even  bit  his  hand. 

The  I  ith,  we  advanced  two  agatz,  to  davilett- 
ABBATT  a  village. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1 3  th  the  Maymander  Ba- 
fha,  or  chief  condu6lor,  arrived  with  many  atten- 
dants. In  the  evening  we  mounted,  and,  being  ac- 
companied with  a  numerous  train  of  courtiers,  and 
other  people,  we  travelled  two  agatz  to  the  fuburbs. 
of  the  city,  where  we  lodged  in  a  palace,  called 
TUCHTZY,  belonging  to  the  Shach. 

The  14th,  in  the  morning,  came  a  number  of 
horfes  fufficient  for  the  ambaflador  and  all  his  train; 
this  being  the  day  appointed  for  our  publick  entry. 

About  noon  the  maymander  ba(ha  returned  to^ 
conduct  the  ambafTador  to  liis  lodgings  in  the  city, 

he 
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CHAP.  V.  he  was  attended  by  many  perfons  of  dlftinffionc 
^7^7-  After  noon,  we  mounted  and  entered  the  city. 
We  palTed  through  many  ftreets  crouded  with  fpec- 
tators,  as  were  alfo  the  tops  of  the  houfes.  It  was 
faid  that  the  Sophy  himfelf  was  at  a  window,  incog- 
nito, with  fome  of  his  ladies.  Curiofity  had  caufed 
fuch  a  croud,  that,  had  not  the  way  been  cleared  by 
the  PERSIAN  guards,  it  w^ould  have  been  impofTible 
for  us  to  pafs  along.  At  laft,  wx  reached  the  end 
of  our  journey;  a  noble  palace,  in  the  middle  of  the 
city,  with  a  garden,  three  courts,  and  apartments 
fufficient  for  the  ambaffador  and  all  his  retinue. 

THE  ORDER  OF  THE  ENTRY, 

An  officer. 

Three  draQ-oons. 

A  kettle-drum. 

•  Four  trumpets. 

Thirty  dragoons,  three  abreaft,  with  drawn  fwords. 

Six  fpare  horfes  with  fumptuous  trappings. 

The  fteward. 

Twelve  footmen* 

Two  pages. 

Three 
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Three  footmen. 

Two  interpreters. 

Two  hey-dukes  in  Hungarian  habits. 

The  ambafTador,  with  the  maymander,  bafha  and 

interpreter. 

The  pried:  and  one  gentleman. 

Myfelf  and  one  gentleman. 

Two  clerks. 
Faulconers,  huntfmen,  &c. 

CHAPTER     VI. 

Gccurrences   during  our  Jlay   at  Ispahan. 

T^HE  15th,  the  agents  of  the  English  and 
DUTCH  facftories,  vh.  Mr.  coppin  the  Eng- 
lish agent,  fent  MefTieurs  batson  and  reynard- 
son,  the  DUTCH  agent  likewife  fent  two  gentlemen 
of  their  company,  to  falute  the  ambafTador. 

The  1 6th,  the  maymander  baflia  invited  the  am- 
bafTador to  an  audience  of  the  Ecmadowlett,  or  prime 
minifter,  which  he  would  not  comply  v/ith  till  he 
had  an  audience  of  the  Shach,  and  delivered  his  cre- 
'   Vol.  I.  N  d^n- 
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CHAP.  VI.  denclals,  though  it  is  ufual  firft  to  take  an  audience 
^J^U'  of  that  minifter.      This  day  I  vifited  the  English 
factory,  where  I  met  with  a  friendly  reception. 

On  the  27th  was  a  great  fall  of  rain,  fuch  as  had 
not  been  at  Ispahan  for  feven  years.  It  was  the 
caufe  of  great  joy  in  this  fultry  dry  climate,  though 
to  me  it  feemed  nothing  extraordinary. 

April  I  ft,  I  went  to  julffa  to  fee  a  friend,  ac- 
companied by  Mr.  BATSON.  It  is  a  large  place  in 
the  fuburbs,  inhabited  by  Armenians,  who  have  the 
free  exercife  of  the  christian  religion.  On  the 
icth,  I  dined  at  the  dutch  houfe,  the  weather  very 
hot. 

May  4th,  the  ceremonial  part  of  the  ambafla- 
dor's  introduction  to  the  Shach  being  previoufly  a- 
greed  on,  he  was  this  day  to  have  his  firft  audience.. 
In  the  morning  horfes  were  fent  from  the  King's 
ftables,  all  of  them  magnificently  equipped,  with- 
grooms  to  attend  them;  many  of  the  faddles  and 
bridles  were  garniibed  with  gold  and  fdver. 

We  marched  in  the  fame  order  as  at  our  entry 
above  mentioned,  only  the  dragoons  had  not  their 
fwords  drav/n.     After  palTing  through  fevcral  ftreets- 

we: 


TO     I  s  r  A  H  A  i\.  P9 

we  came  into  the  great  market  place  called  bazar,  chap.  vi. 
and  then  to  a  gate  called  al la-cap y,  /'.  e.  god's-  ^Z^J.' 
GATE,  where  we  difmounted.  Acrofs  this  gate  is 
hung  a  chain,  and  none  are  permitted  to  enter  on 
horfe-back,  except  the  Shach  himfelf.  We  walked 
through  the  guards,  drawn  up  on  each  fide,  to  an 
inner  court,  and  thence  to  an  arched  gate,  furroun- 
ded  with  benches,  and  fpread  with  carpets.  Here 
the  ambaffador  was  defired  to  fit  down  till  the  Shach 
was  ready  to  receive  him.  We  waited  at  lead  two 
hours,  during  which  time  all  the  minifters  of  ftate, 
and  officers  of  the  houQiold,  paflcd  us  in  great  ftate. 
After  them  came  a  large  elephant,  mounted  by  his 
keeper,  and  adorned  with  gold  and  filver  (luff;  then 
two  large  lions,  led  by  their  keepers  with  chains  of 
maffy  gold. 

When  this  parade  was  over,  an  officer  informed 
the  ambaffador  that  the  Shach  waited  for  him. 
Whereupon,  proceeding  immediately  through  the 
gate,  we  entered  a  fpacious  garden.  The  firll;  thing 
that  prefented  was  a  noble  view  of  twenty  horfes 
{landing  in  a  row,  richly  caparifoned,  having  all 
their  faddles  and  bridles  ornamented  with  gold  and 

N   2  filver. 
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CHAP.  VI.  filvcr,  and  feme  of  them  fet  with  faphircs,  emeraldSj 
^7^7-  and  other  precious  ftones  of  great  value.     The  hor- 
fes  were  all  tied  to  a  rope  fixed  to  the  ground,  at 
the  extremities,  by  a  ftake  of  gold,  near  which  lay 
a  mallet  of  the  fame  metal  for  driving  it,  according 
to  tlie  cuftom  of  p  e  r  s  i  a  ;  the  hind-feet  were  alfo 
faftened  to  a  rope,  to  prevent  kicking:  this  is  an  ex- 
cellent precaution;  for,  though  they  were  all  ftoned 
horfes,  they  could  neither  hurt  one  another,  nor  any 
thino-  elfe:   the   chains   that  bound  their  hind- feet, 
with  the  flakes,  and  mallets  were  alib  of  gold.    The 
PERSIAN  horfes  are  well  managed;  neither  do  I  think 
them  fo  vicious  as  thofe  in  Europe:  whether  they 
are  naturally  more  gentle  I  lliall  not  determine,  per- 
haps it  is  intirely  owing  to,  the  milder  treatment  of 
their  eiooms.     At  each  end  of  the  row  flood  a  larQ-e 
veffel  of  gold  full  of  water,  for  the  horfes  to  drink. 

Approaching  nearer  to  the  hall  of  audience,  we 
paiTcd  the  two  lions,  chained  to  the- ground,  one  on 
each  fide  of  the  palTage,  near  them  were  placed  two 
bafons  of  gold,,  filled  Vv^ith  water  for  drink.  Next 
to  the  lions  flood  the  elephant,  with  his  keeper  on 
his.  back.     As  the.  ambafEidor  pafled,  both  the  lions 

couch- 
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couched,  and  the  elephant  bent  his  fore  knee,  at  acHAP.  vi. 
word  pronounced  by  the  keepers.  ^Z^Z' 

We  now  turned  to  the  left,  and  had  a  full  view 
of  the  hall  of  audience,  about  an  hundred  yards 
diftant.  It  feemed  to  ftand  by  itfelf  in  the  middle 
of  the  garden;  it  is  indeed  contiguous  to  the  fcra-- 
glio,  on  the  fouth,  but  is  quite  open  to  the  north. 
Before  the  entry  is  a  large  fountain  of  pure  water^ 
which  fprings  upward  in  three  pipes,  and  falls  into 
a  bafon  filled  with  rofes,  jeffamine,  and  many  other 
faie  flowers. 

When  we  came  to  the  flair  we  were  defired  to 
put  off  our  flippers,  and  our  fervants  were  no  farther 
admitted.  The  ambaflador  only  and  fix  of  his  re- 
tinue (among  whom  I  was)  entered  the  hall.  Wc 
afcended  by  eight  fleps  of  marble,  the  w^hole  breadth 
of  the  hall.  From  the  roof  hung  a  canvafs  which: 
was  ftretched  out  over  the  flair,  and  fliaded  the. 
whole  infide  of  the  edifice.  The  hall  is  a  fpaciouS' 
fquare  building,  with  a  terrace  roof.  The  cieling- 
is  very  magnificent,  being  all  arched,  and  fet  with 
mirrours  of  diflerent  magnitudes  till  within  three 
feet  of  the  fl.oor;  which  is  quite  covered  with  filk- 

car-^- 
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CHAP.  VI.  carpets,  interwoven  with  branches,  and  foHage,  of 
^7^7-  o-old  and  filver.  In  the  middle  were  two  bafons, 
into  which  feveral  pipes,  each  about  eight  feet  high, 
fpouted  water,  which,  faUing  upon  rofes  and  other 
flowers,  has  a  fine  effedl  on  a  hot  day.  The  farther 
end  of  the  hall  is  a  femicircle.  Here  fat  the  Shach 
upon  a  fofa,  raifed  about  a  foot  from  the  floor, 
which  was  elevated  four  fteps  above  the  reft  of  the 
hall.  He  was  attended  by  twenty  eunuchs;  one  car- 
ried his  fabre,  another  his  bow,  a  third  the  quiver 
with  arrows,  a  fourth  the  calianne,  or  tobacco  pipe, 
fo  that  each  had  his  office  of  ftace. 

The  ambaflldor  was  received  in  the  hall  by  the 
mafter  of  the  ceremonies,  called  Ilh-aggan  Bailia, 
to  be  by  him  introduced  to  the  Shach.  He  conti- 
nued fitting  upon  his  fofa,  with  his  legs  acrofs,  while 
all  his  minifters  of  ftate  ftood  in  their  places,  cloth- 
ed magnificently  in  their  robes;  which  they  never 
wear,  except  on  folemn  days;  and  when  thefe  are 
over  they  leave  them  in  a  wardrobe  at  court,  ap- 
.  pointed  for  keeping  them.  I  muft  confefs  the  ap- 
pearance was  very  fplendid^,  and  put  me  in  mind 

of 
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of  the  accouncs  left  us  by  the  ancients,  of  the  mag-  chap.  vi. 
nificence  of  the  Kino-s  of  Persia.  ^7^7- 

At  our  entry  into  the  hall  we  were  flopped  about 
three  minutes  at  the  fn-ft  fountain,  in  order  to  raife 
the  greater  refpefl*,  the  pipes  were  contrived  to 
play  fo  high  that  the  water  fell  into  the  bafon  like 
a  thick  rain.  Nothing  could  be  diftlnguifhed  for 
fome  time,  and  the  Shach  himfelf  appeared  as  in 
a  fog.  While  we  moved  forward,  every  thing  was 
as  ftill  as  death.  The  mafter  of  the  ceremonies 
took  the  ambaiHidor  by  the  arm  and  conduced  him 
within  fix  yards  of  the  throne,  who,  offerinir  to  ad- 
vance,  in  order  to  deliver  liis  credentials,  was  pre* 
vented  by  the  etmadowlett,  or  prime  miniffer.  This 
minifter  received  the  credentials,  and  laid  them  be- 
fore the  Shach,  who  touched  them  with  his  h.ind,_ 
as  a  mark  of  refpe6l.  This  part  of  the  ceremony 
had  been  very  difficult  to  adjuft.  For  the  ambaf- 
fador  infifted  on  delivering  his  letters  into  the 
Shach's  own  hands.  The  Persian  minifters,  on  the 
other  hand,  affirmed,  that  their  Kings  never  receiv- 
ed letters  directly,  from  the  ambafladors  of  the: 
greateft  emperors  on  earth. 

The= 
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CHAP.  VI.  The  ambaffador  now  made  a  fhort  fpeech,  which 
^1^1'  the  Sophy  anfwered,  through  the  Etmadowlett,  in 
very  obliging  terms.  He  then  enquired  after  his 
Czarifli  A4ajcfl:y's  health,  and  asked  feveral  queftions 
about  the  Swedish  war;  and  whether  the  ambafla- 
dor  had  fufFered  any  hardlliips  on  the  road  during 
fo  long  a  journey?  To  all  which  he  returned  an- 
fwers  fuitablc  to  the  occafion.  At  laft,  he  was  defil- 
ed to  take  his  feat,  to  which  he  was  led  by  the  ma- 
fler  of  the  ceremonies.  It  was  about  a  foot  high,  and 
placed  at  the  diftance  of  ten  yards  from  the  King, 
A  little  behind  the  ambaffador  were  placed  his  at- 
tendants, on  feats  nearly  of  the  fame  height.  During 
all  this  ceremony,  mufick  played ;  confifting  of  a  va- 
riety of  inftruments,  which  are  not  unharmonious, 
and  the  mufty,  or  high-prieft,  read,  without  inter- 
milTion,  chapters  of  the  Koran. 

Before  the  ambaffador  was  feated,  the  prefents 
from  his  Czarilli  Majefly  to  the  Sophy,  carried  by 
fifty  men,  were  brought  to  the  entry,  and  received 
by  the  proper  officers.  They  confifled  of  fables,  and 
other  valuable  furrs,  falcons,  a  variety  of  fine  tea, 
mufical  clocks,  gold-watches  fet  in  diamonds,  &c. 

iA.S 
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As  foon  as  the  amballlidor  had  taken  his  feat,  all  chap.  vr. 
die  miniilers  of  flate  fate  down  on  their  hams,  on_  ^Z^Z 
both  fides  of  the  hall,  in  rows;  for  none  are  allowed 
to  fit  crofs  legged  in  prefence  of  the  Sophy. 

There  was  now  placed  before  the  company  little 
tables,  on  which  were  fet  all  kinds  of  fweet-meats, 
?.nd  confections ;  and  before  the  ambafi^ador  was  laid 
a  golden  calianne,  or  tobacco-pipe;  w^hich  the  Per- 
sians reckon  an  high  inftance  of  refpecl. 

The  mufick  continued  playing,  and  the  mufty  ftill 
continued  reading;  but  every  thing  elfe  was  very  fi- 
lent.  Several  mefi^ages  pafl^ed  between  the  King 
and  the  ambafiador,  by  means  of  the  mafter  of  the 
ceremonies,  and  our  interpreter.  The  King  fpoke 
the  PERSIAN  language,  and  the  ambafilidor  the  Rus- 
sian, while  the  other  tv/o  ufed  the  Turkish. 

In  the  mean  time  fome  pure  water,  v/ith  a  bit 
of  ice  in  it,  was  brought  in  golden  bafons  to  drink. 
About  an  hour  after,  vicluals  were  brought  by  a 
number  of  fervants,  who  carried  them  on  their 
heads,  in  large  fquare  baskets.  Firft  the  Shach  was 
ferved,  and  next  the  ambafiador  with  his  retinue, 
then  all  the  officers  of  fi:ate  that  flit  in  the  hall. 

Vol.  L  O  The 
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CHAP.  VI.  The  erand  fteward  of  the  houfhold  waited  on  the 
^7^7-  Kin(/,  and  his  afTiftants  on  the  reft  of  the  company, 
accordinir  to  their  different  ranks.     At  the  fame 
time  our  fervants  were  entertained  in  the  garden. 

The  entertainment  confifted  moftly  of  different 
kinds  of  rice  boiled  with  butter,  fowls,  mutton,  boil- 
ed and  roafted  lamb.      The  whole  was  fervcd  in 
laro-e  o"old  or  china  difhes,  and  placed  in  the  bas- 
kets,  which  flood  on  a  long  cloth  fpread  above  the 
carpet.     The  diflies  were  interfperfed  with  faucers 
filled  with  aromatic  herbs,  fugar  and  vinegar.     But, 
accordinp-   to  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  we  had 
neither  napkins,  fpoons,  knives  nor  forks;   for  the 
Shach  himfelf  eat  with  his  fingers,  and  every  one 
followed  his  example.      There  were  indeed,  befides 
the   common  bread,   fome   very  large   thin  cakes,, 
which  we  ufed  inilead  of  napkins,  to  wipe  our  fin- 
gers.    They  are  made  of  wheat- flower,  the  Persi- 
ans fomctimes  eat  them,  they  are  not  difagreeable.. 
Our  drink  was  fherbet,  and  water  cooled  v/ith  ice.. 
Formerly  it  was  ufual,  on  fuch  occafions,  to  drink 
wine,  and  have  women  to  dance  and  fing.     But  the 
prcfent  Sophy,   being  a  fobcr  and  devout  prince,. 

thought 
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thought  ic  proper  to  aboUfh  a  cuftom  prodaclivc  of  chap.  vr. 
fo  many  indecencies,  and  dire6lly  contrary  to   the    ^7^7- 
rules  of  the  Koran.      We  had  therefore  only  men 
to  fing,  and  no  dancing. 

The  ambaffador,  and  all  the  gentlemen  who  were 
admitted  into  the  hall,  continued  with  their  heads 
covered  during  all  the  time  of  the  audience.  They 
only,  on  entering  the  royal  prefence,  uncovered  once 
and  bowed  to  his  majefty. 

When  the  entertainment  was  over,  the  ambafla- 
dor  took  his  leave  and  returned  to  his  lodgings, 
condu61ed  by  the  maymander  baflia,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  in  the  morning.  The  ftreets  were  lined 
with  the  Sophy's  guards  to  prevent  any  inconveni- 
ence from  the  vaft  crouds  of  people. 

The  fame  evening  the  Shach  fent  a  prefent  to 
the  ambafllidor  of  the  golden  calianne  he  had  ufed 
at  court;  it  was  neatly  wrought  in  filigree,  and  va- 
lued at  forty  or  fifty  pounds  Sterling:  alfo  twenty 
large  difhes  of  folid  gold,  filled  with  variety  of  fweet- 
meats.  Thofe  who  brought  them  returned  imme- 
diately, leaving  the  plate;  which  remained  at  the 
ambaflador's  lodgings   above  fix  weeks.     All  this 

O   2  time 
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ctiAP.  VI.  time  It  was  uncertain  whether  fuch  a  valuable  trea- 
^7^7-  fure  was  forgot,  or  intended  as  a  prefent.  The  dilh- 
es  howTver  v/ere  at  lafl  demanded,  and  delivered. 
They  welglied  about  thirty  pounds  a-piece;  but  were 
of  mean  workmanfhip,  being  all  beat  out  with  a 
hammer.  From  this,  and  many  fimilar  inftances, 
fome  conception  may  be  formed  of  the  immenfe 
riches  whereof  the  Sophy  is  poiTclIed. 

The  Shach's  name  is  hussein  ;  he  is  about  thir- 
ty years  of  age,  of  a  middle  flature,  open  counte- 
nance, and  has  a  ihort  black  beard.  It  is  faid  his 
Ico-s  are  remarkably  (liort,  in  proportion  to  his  body. 
He  is  very  good  natured,  and  of  a  beneficent  difpo- 
fition.  He  has  feveral  children  by  difi-crent  ladies. 
Tachm\z  the  oldeft,  at  prefent  in  his  minority,  fel- 
dom  appears  out  of  the  haram.  Hussein  himfelf, 
though  a  prince  adorned  with  many  virtues,  yet  be- 
ino-  educated  in  the  haram  amons:  the  women,  is 
little  acquainted  with  the  world,  and  leaves  the 
management  of  the  empire  wholly  to  his  minifters: 
in  them  he  places  an  in  tire  confidence;  and  they,  in 
their  turn,  perfuade  him,  that  it  is  below  his  dig- 
nity to  attend  to  any  publick  affairs  whatever.     At 

this, 
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this  very  time  there  was  a  formidable  rebelUon  be-  chap.  vr. 
gun  at  CHANDAHAR,  a  ftrong  town  on  the  borders    ^7^7- 
of  JNDiA,   by   MKRY-MAHMUT,    an  cntetprifing  and 
powerful  chief,  who  took  advantage  of  the  weak- 
nefs  of  the  prefent  adminiftration. 

The  PERSIAN  minidry  neglected  and  dcfpifed 
thefe  rebels,  threatning,  in  their  flile,  to  fend  fome 
troops  to  cut  them  all  to  pieces.  Time  hath  ihown 
the  vanity  of  thefe  high  words.  I  mufl:  obferve  that 
they  wanted  neither  men  nor  money;  but  their  fol- 
diers  were  undifciplined,  and,  above  all,  they  had 
no  officers  of  fufficient  abilities  to  command  them. 

The  9th  of  May,  the  ambafTador  had  his  firft 
audience  of  the  Etmadowlett.  We  were  conducted 
in  the  fame  manner  as  when  we  went  to  court.  The 
entertainment  was  likewife  of  the  fame  kind,  but 
much  more  magnificent.  The  palace  was  grand, 
and  had  a  line  garden  adjoining.  The  Etmadow- 
lett, whofe  name  is  phataly-chan,  was  by  birth  a 
GEORGIAN,  of  CHRISTIAN  parents,  but  educated  in 
the  feraglio.  He  is  a  tall  well  fhaped  man,  of  a 
friendly  afpecl,  and  a  great  favourite  of  the  Sophy. 
After  we  returned  home,  the  Etmadowlett  fent  the 

anibaf- 
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CHAP.  VI.  ambaffador  a  prcfent  of  a  fine  horfe,  with  a  faddle 
^2^2'  ^^^  bridle,  richly  mounted,  after  the  Persian  fafhi- 
on,  and  a  gold  caliannc,  little  inferior  to  that  given 
by  the  Shach.  It  was  reported  that  no  foreign  am- 
baffador  had  ever  been  treated  with  fo  much  re- 
fpe6l. 

The  1 1  th,  the  ambaflador  had  a  fecond  audience 
of  the  Sophy,  at  the  fame  palace  as  formerly,  called 
TAVALEA  TEL  EAR,  /.  6'.  the  palacc  near  the  ftables; 
it  was  very  fhort,  and  no  entertainment  was  given. 
Next  day  he  received  from  the  Shach  a  prefent  of 
fome  excellent  sherass  wine,  and  a  gold  bottle,  that 
contained  about  two  quarts,  with  a  fmall  cup  of 
the  fame  metal. 

On  the  1 5th  the  ambaflador  had  a  fecond  audi- 
ence of  the  Etmadowlett,  relating  to  the  fubjedl  of 
the  embafly. 

Three  days  after,  the  Hackim  Bafha,  or  chief  phy- 
fician,  fent  me  an  invitation  to  vilit  him.  He  re- 
ceived me  in  a  very  courteous  obliging  manner;  and 
detained  me  above  two  hours,  talking  on  different 
fubjecls.  He  told  me  that  the  phyflcians  in  Persia 
made  vegetables^  and  their  virtues,  their  chief  fludy ; 

they 
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they  dealt  but  little  in  minerals  and  chymical  pre- chap.  vr. 
parations.     Then  he  asked  me  whether  the  kuro-   ^7^7- 
PEAN  phyficians  admitted  opium  in  their  prefcripti- 
ons?  I  told  him  they  did  with  great  fuccefs.      To 
which  he  replied,  that   the  qualities  of  that  drug 
were  known  to  very  few.      He  inquired  whence  tea 
came?  how  it  fhould  be  made?  and  what  were  its 
virtues?    All  which  I  anfwered  to  his  fatisfaclion. 
Hence  it  is  evident  that  the  Persians  have  no  cor- 
refpondence  nor  commerce  with  the  Chinese.    The 
phyfician  is  an  elderly  man,  of  a  grave  deportment, 
and  might  pafs  for  a  do6tor  any  where.     On  taking 
my  leave,  he  told  me  he  v/as  forry  he  could^  not 
converfe  with  me  but  by  means  of  an  interpreter,, 
which  was  tedious  and  difagreeable. 

The  fame  day  the  dutch  commiflary  Myn-heerr 
voNKETTLER,  made  his  publick  entry  at  Ispahan,, 
as  envoy  from  the  governor  of  batavia  to  the  Shach 
of  PERSIA.  He  v/as  preceded  by  fix  elephants,  fent 
as  a  prefent  to  the  King  by  the  governor.  He  had 
a  numerous  retinue;  and  was  attended  by  feveral 
gentlemen,  and  made  as  grand  an  appearance  as  if 
he  had  been  a  minifter  from  any  court  of  Europe^. 

He 
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CHAP.  VI.  He  took  up  his  lodgings  ac  the  dutch  factory. 
1717-  ]\Ir.  KKTTLER  told  me,  that  he  was  bom  in  gour- 
LAr^D;  that,  in  his  youth,  he  inUfted  as  a  foldier  in 
the  fervice  of  the  dutch  east-india  company;  by 
his  uncommon  abiUties  he  had  raifed  himfelf,  from 
that  low  fituation,  to  the  honourable  place  he  now 
held. 

The  following  day  Mr.  kettler  fent  two  of  his 
retinue  to  compliment  our  ambaflador.  And,  both 
our  gentlemen  being  indifpofed,  I  was  fent  next  day 
to  return  the  compliment. 

The  28th,  I  dined  at  the  dutch  houfc,  where  we 
had  a  Q-rand  entertainment. 

June  2d,  the  ambaffador  intended  to  go  a  hunt- 
ing, and  to  take  a  view  of  the  country  about  Ispa- 
han. But  an  officer  came  from  court,  defiring  him 
to  delay  it  till  another  opportunity;  for  the  Shach 
had  pitched  on  that  day  to  vifit  a  councry-houfe,  in 
company  with  his  ladies;  on  which  occafions  it  is 
death  for  any  one  to  be  feen  near  the  place  where 
the  court  paiTes.  To  prevent  accidental  tranfgref- 
fions  in  this  refped,  a  cryer  is  previoufly  difpatched 
to  warn  the  inhabitants,  who  proclaims  through  the 

flreetS;, 
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ftrccts,  and  along  the  road,  thac  nobody  under  pain  chap.  vr. 
of  death  fliall  appear  either  in  the  way,  or  from  any  ^7^7- 
houfe  near  it,  by  which  his  majefty  and  the  ladies 
are  to  march.  The  Shach  rides  on  horfe-back,  at- 
tended only  by  eunuchs.  The  ladies  are  mounted 
ailride,  feme  on  horfes,  others  on  mules  and  afles. 
They  are  all  vailed  with  white  mullin;  fo  that  no- 
thing can  be  feen  of  them  but  the  eyes  and  nofe. 

The  PERSIANS  tell  a  pleafant  ftory  of  shach  ab- 
BASs's  behaviour  on  an  occafion  of  this  nature.  The 
Shach  at  a  certain  time  was  riding  along,  attended 
by  his  concubines,  when  he  happened  to  meet  a 
poor  country  fellow  upon  the  road.  He  was  im- 
mediately brought  before  the  King,  and,  expecl:ing 
inftant  death,  fell  on  his  knees,  mod  fubmilFively 
begging  pardon  for  fo  heinous  an  offence,  and  plead- 
ed ignorance  in  his  excufe;  having  neither  feen  nor 
heard  of  any  cryer.  The  prince  was  pleafed  with 
the  fimplicity  and  innocence  of  the  peafant,  ordered 
him  to  take  courage,  and  all  the  ladies  to  unveil; 
then  defired  him  to  pick  out  any  of  his  concubines 
he  liked  beft,  and  he  fhould  have  her  for  a  wife. 
This  treatment  difpelled  his  fear;  he  pitched  on  one 

Vol.  I.  P  that 
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CHAP.vi.  thac  pieafed  him  moft.     The  Shach  approved  fo^ 
^7^7-  much  of  his  tafte,   thac  he  carried  him  to  court;, 
where  he  foon  became  a  great  favourite. 

The  oth,  I  dined  at  the  English  factory,  where 
Mr.  coppiN,  and  the  other  gentlemen  belonging  to 
the  company,  received  me  in  the  moft  friendly  man- 
ner.    The  day  was  very  hot,  and  in  the  evening  wc 
fupped  near  a  fountain  in  the  garden.      On  a  fud- 
den  we  felt  a  guft  of  wind,  as  hot  as  if  it  had  come 
from  the  mouth  of  an  oven.     It  was  foon  over  with- 
out any  bad  effe^l.     But  I  was  informed  that  thefe 
hot  winds  are  very  dangerous,  in  travelling  over  the 
deferts,  and  often  kill  people  immediately.     The 
only  refource,  oa  perceiving  tliem  coming,  is  to  fall 
dovm  flat,  with  the  face  to  the  ground,  and  conti- 
nue in  that  pofture  till  they  are  gone. 

On  the  i2ch,  the  ambaffador  had  a  third  audi- 
ence of  the  Shach  at  farrabbatt,  a  country-houfe 
near  the  city.  It  is  an  extremely  pleafant  place, 
adorned  with  gardens,  fountains  and  cafcades,  fur- 
rounded  with  parks  for  all  kinds  of  gam.e.  While 
we  were  at  fupper  on  the  terrace,  we  had  a  fqual  of 
wind  which  almoft  carried  away  every  thing,  and: 

adualr- 
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adlually  fwept  off  the  thin  broad  cakes,  which  the  chap,  vi, 
PERSIANS  Life  inftead  of  napkins.  ^  J^J^ 

The  1 6th,  Monfieur  ricard,  whom  I  mentioned 
at  TAURis,  and  twelve  miiTionaries  of  different  or- 
ders, were  invited  to  dine  with  the  ambaillidor.  Se- 
veral of  thefe  gentlemen  had  been  long  in  india, 
and  ETHIOPIA;  which  rendered  their  converfation. 
very  entertaining. 

The  2  ill:,  the  ambafTador  was  invited  to  dinner 
by  the  Devettar,  or  keeper  of  the  great  feal  and 
ftandifh.  Here,  as  in  all  other  countries,  this  is  an 
office  of  great  truft.  We  were  entertained  with 
more  magnificence  than  by  the  prime  minifler,  or 
even  at  court.  Soon  after  we  entered,  there  were 
ferved  up  a  great  variety  of  fweet-meats,  and  all 
kinds  of  fruit  that  the  cUmate  afforded.  Coffee 
and  fherbett  were  carried  about  by  turns.  We  were 
placed  crofs-legged  on  the  carpets,  except  the  am- 
baffador,  who  had  a  feat.  During  this  part  of  the 
feaft  we  were  entertained  with  vocal  and  inilru men- 
tal mufick,  dancing-boys,  tumblers,  puppets  and 
juglers:  all  the  performers  executed  their  parts  with 
great  dexterity.     Two  of  them  counterfeiting  a 

P   2  quar^ 
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CHAP.  VI.  quarrel,  one  beat  off  the  other's  turban  with  his 
17^7-  foot,  out  of  which  dropped  about  fifteen  or  twenty 
larcre  ferpents,  which  run  or  crawled  about  the  room. 
One  of  them  came  towards  me,  with  great  fpeed, 
which  foon  obliged  me  to  quit  my  place.      On  fee- 
ing us  alarmed  they  told  us  the  creatures  were  al- 
together inofFenfive,   as   their  teeth   had   been   all 
drawn  out.     The  fellow  v/ent  about  the  room  and 
gathered  them  again  into  his  turban,  like  fo  many 
eels.     The  viduals  v;ere  now  ferved  in  a  neat  and 
elegant  manner.     Every  thing  was  well  dreffed  in 
the  PERSIAN  failiion.     Our  hofl:  was  very  chearful, 
and  contributed  every  thing  in  his  power  to  plea& 
his  o-uefts.    He  excufed  himfelf  handfomely  enough 
for  not  having  wine,   as  it  was  not  then  ufed  at 
court. 

On  the  23  d,  the  Maymander  Bailia  brought  a 
Bieffage  from  the  Shach  to  the  ambaffador,  intimat- 
ing-, that  the  bufinefs  of  his  embally  being  now  fi- 
nlihed,  he  might  chufe  his  own  time  to  depart. 
This  was  not  very  agreeable  news  to  the  ambafla- 
dor;  who  alledged,  that,  before  he  could  procure 
(liipping^  to  tranfport  him  to  asthachan,  the  fea- 

fon. 
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fon  would  be  far  advanced,  and  oblige  him  to  win-  chap.  vi. 
ter  in  fome  pare  of  Persia.  J^r^ 

July  I  ft,  the  Shach  fent  the  ambaflador,  and  the 
principal  perfons  of  his  retinue,  what  the  Persians 
call  the  kalact.  It  confifts  of  a  tunic,  a  long  robe 
of  eold  and  filver  ftufF,  a  fafh  and  turban,  and  fome 
pieces  of  Persian  filk;  whereof  about  ten  or  a  dozen 
fell  to  my  fliare.  The  whole  value  was  not  confl- 
derable;  but  the  Shach  beftows  this  mark  of  favour 
to  all  foreign  minifters,  who  come  on  friendly  er- 
rands. On  this  occafion  he  fent  the  ambaffador,  in 
particular,  a  prefent  of  two  fine  horfes  from  his  own 
ftables. 

The  3d,  the  ambaffador  had  his  laft  audience  of 
the  Shach,  at  a  palace  in  the  city;  when  he  received 
an  anfwer  to  the  Czar's  letter,  and  immediately  took, 
leave  ftanding,  without  further  ceremony. 

The  8ch,  the  Shach  •fent  the  ambaffidor  another 
prefent;  confifting  of  an  elephant,  two  lions,  two  leo- 
pards, fix  monkeys  of  different  kinds,  three  parrots, 
two  white  and  one  green,  three  fine  horfes,  and  an 
INDIAN  bird,  called  myana;  it  is  in  colour,  ihape, 

and 
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CHAP.  VI.  and  fize  like  a  black-bird,  and  whiftled  a  very  fine 
^717-  note. 

Auguft  the  3d,  we  began  to  prepare  for  our  jour- 
ney homeward,  which  took  up  much  time.  The 
1 8  th,  we  removed  from  our  lodgings  in  the  city  to 
a  houfe  belonging  to  the  Shach,  in  the  northern 
fuburbs,  called  tauchtzy. 

The  26th,  I  took  leave  of  my  friend  Mr.  coppin, 
who  fet  out  this  day  on  his  journey  to  England, 
by  way  of  aleppo.  The  English  fa6i:ory  at  Ispa- 
han are  very  well  fituated  in  the  middle  of  the  city, 
have  a  fpacious  garden  adjoining,  and  are  feparated 
from  the  reft  of  the  town  by  a  wall.  Moft  of  the 
great  houfes  in  the  city  are  furrounded  in  the  fame 
manner,  which  renders  it  very  extenfive. 

Ispahan  is  fituated  nearly  in  thirty  two  degrees 
north  latitude,  on  a  fruitful  plain,  in  the  province 
of  HiERACK,  anciently  the  kingdom  of  the  parthi- 
ans.  About  three  or  four  English  miles  diftant 
from  the  city,  to  the  fouth,  runs  an  high  ridge  of 
mountains  from  eaft  to  weft.  Shach  abbass  the 
Great  transferred  the  feat  of  the  Persian  govern- 
ment from  gasbin  to  this  place. 

ISPA- 
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Ispahan  is  plentifully  fupplied  with  water  from  chap.  vi. 
the  river  schenderoo,  which  runs  between  the  city  J^JL^  . 
and  the  fuburbs,  keeping  its  courfe  to  the  north. 
It  rifes  near  the  city,  and  is  fordable  almoft  every 
where,  unlefs  during  great  rains,  which  fcldom  hap- 
pen. After  pafTmg  this  place,  its  courfe  is  but  Ihort, 
for  it  foon  lofes  itfelf  in  dry  parched  plains.  Over 
the  scHENDEROo  there  are  three  ftately  ftone  bridg- 
es in  fight  of  one  another;  but  the  one  in  the 
middle,  betwixt  the  city  and  that  part  of  the  fub- 
urbs  called  julpha,  which  terminates  the  fpacious 
ftreet  tzar-bach,  far  exceeds  any  ftruclure  of  that 
kind  I  ever  faw.  It  is  broad  enough  for  two  car- 
riages and  a  horfeman  to  pafs  abreaft,  and  has  gal- 
leries on  each  fide,  which  are  covered,  for  the  con- 
venience of  people  on  foot;  and  watch-men  are  fta- 
tioned  at  each  end  to  prevent  diforders.  There 
are  few  houfes  in  the  town  which  have  not  their 
chaufes,  /'.  e.  cifterns  of  v/ater,  conveyed  in  pipes 
from  the  river:  a  mod  falutary  and  refrefhing  cir= 
cumftance  in  fuch  a  dry  and  fultry  climate. 

The  city  is  populous,  and,  as  I  already  obferved^ . 
very  cxtenfive.     As  moft  of  the  inhabitants  have. 

their 


120  A     JOURNEY 

CHAP.  VI.  their  houfes  aparc,  furrounded  with  gardens,  plant- 
\2U'  ed  with  fruit  and  other  trees,  at  a  diftance  it  appears 
like  a  city  in  a  foreft,  and  affords  a  very  agreeable 
profpe(5l. 

The  ftreets  are  generally  very  narrow  and  irregu- 
lar, except  that  leading  to  the  great  bridge,  already 
mentioned.  This  noble  ftreet  is  very  broad  and 
flraight,  and  near  an  English  mile  in  length.  On 
each  fide  are  the  King's  palaces,  courts  of  juftice, 
and  the  academies  for  the  education  of  youth,  with 
two  rows  of  tall  chinar  trees,  which  afford  a  fine 
fliade.  Thefe  trees  have  a  fmooth  v/hitiih  bark, 
and  a  broad  leaf  like  the  plane-tree.  At  certain 
diftances  there  are  fountains  of  water  that  play  con- 
tinually, round  which  are  fpread  carpets ;  and  thither 
the  PERSIANS  refort  to  drink  coffee,  fmoak  tobacco, 
and  hear  news:  which,  I  muft  confcfs,  is  very  agree- 
able in  hot  weather. 

About  half  a  mile  below  the  city  is  a  fine  plain 
upon  the  bank  of  the  river,  where  the  Persians, 
every  evening,  exercife  their  horfes  in  riding,  and 
accuftom  them  to  the  difcharge  of  fire-arms.  They 
alfo  ihoot  at  butts  with  bows  and  arrows,  and  throw 

blunt- 
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blunted  darts  at  one  another;  at  which  they  appear  chap. vi. 
very  dextrous.  ^7^7- 

The  city  is  almoft  quite  dcfencelefs,  having  only 
a  flight  wall  round  it,  built  of  mud  dried  by  the 
fun,  which  is  broken  down  in  many  places:  fo  that, 
if  the  army  is  defeated  in  the  field,  Ispahan  cannot 
defend  itfelf  one  day;  for  even  all  the  artillery  I 
iiwv,  confided  of  about  twenty  brais  cannon,  which 
ftood  in  the  grand  court  before  the  palace  gate, 
and  were  more  for  parade  than  real  ufe. 

The  houfes  here,  as  in  other  places  of  Persia, 
are  generally  built  with  bricks  hardened  by  the  fun. 
The  roofs  are  flat,  and  covered  with  a  terrace;  they 
make  but  a  mean  appearance  from  the  ftreet,  though 
within  they  are  neat  and  clean;  and  very  convenient 
for  the  PERSIAN  manner  of  life.  The  Shach's  pa- 
laces, the  publick  edifices,  and  the  houfes  of  all 
perfons  of  diftindlion,  are  built  with  ftone. 

As  the  ftreets  are  not  paved,  when  it  is  windy, 
the  city  is  fometimes  involved  in  fuch  a  cloud  of 
duft,  that  the  fun  is  fcarcely  vifible.  This  obliges 
the  inhabitants  to  water  the  ftreets,  at  leaft  every 
•evening.     Thefe  gufts  of  wind  are  very  difagreeable ; 

Vol,  I.  Q^  but 
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CHAP.  VI.  buc  they  happen  fcldom,  and  are  of  fliort  duratlon». 
^7^7-  Ac  ISPAHAN  are  many  manufa^lories  of  fdk  and 
cotton,  and  a  great  many  filk-worms  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. As  the  confamption  of  lilk  is  very  con- 
fiderable  at  this  place,  little  of  it  is  exported.  The 
making  carpets,  however,  employs  the  greateft  num- 
ber of  hands;  for  which  the  demand  is  great,  as  they 
are  preferable  in  quality,  defign,  and  colour  to  any 
made  elfewhere. 

The  fields  about  the  city  are  very  fertile,  and 
produce  plentiful  crops  of  excellent  wheat  and  bar- 
ley; buc  then  they  mufl:  all  be  watered  on  account 
of  the  drynefs  of  the  foil,  which  is  a  work  of  labour 
and  expence:  befides  thefe  I  faw  no  other  grain. 

The  PERSIANS  tread  out  their  corn  w'ith  oxen  or 
affes:  for  this  purpofe  they  make  a  circle,  about 
twenty  or  thirty  feet  in  diameter,  on  the  circumfe- 
rence v;hereof  the  Ihaves  are  laid;  there  is  a  light 
Hedge  or  hurdle  drawn  by  the  cattle,  in  which  the 
driver  fits  and  dire6ls  them  round  and  round,  as 
often  as  is  necefiary;  and  new  fhaves  are  always  ad- 
ded when  the  former  ones  are  trodden  fufficiently: 
This  operation  alfo  foftens  the  draw,  and  renders 

.     .  ic: 
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it  very  good  provender;  there  is  no  hay  in  Persia,  chap.  vi. 
and  the  bed  horfcs  are  kept  in  a  condition  for  any      '    '\ 
fervice  by  this  food,  and  a  fniall  quantity  of  dryed 
barley  twice  a  day. 

They  have  flocks  of  large  iheep,  whereof  the 
mutton  is  very  good,  but  the  wool  coarfe.  In  the 
province  of  kar amknia  indeed  they  have  cxceechng 
fine  wool,  fome  of  which  I  have  feen  little  inferior 
to  iilk.  Their  horned  cattle  are  buffalos ;  w^hich  af- 
ford them  milk,  and  are  ufed  in  plowing  the  ground 
and  drawing  carriages.  They  have  alfo  the  com- 
mon kind  of  cattle  of  different  fizes.  The  better 
fort  of  people  eat  chiefly  mutton  and  fowls,  but  ve- 
ry little  beef. 

Befides  the  cattle  I  have  mentioned,  there  is  an» 
other  kind,  having  a  high  rifing  upon  the  (houlder, 
with  clean  limbs,  which  are  very  handfome. 

As  I  have  formerly  obferved,  that  the  Persians 
make  ufe  of  ice  to  cool  their  water  in  fummer,  it 
may  be  asked,  where  are  got  fuch  quantities,  in  fo 
hot  a  climate,  as  are  daily  fold  in  the  ftreets,  for 
that  purpofe?  1  was  informed,  that  there  were  peo- 
ple who  made  it  their  bufmefs  to  watch  the  frofly 

Q^  2  nightsj 
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CHAP.  VI.  nights,  in  the  winter  feafon;  on  which  occafions  they 
^7^7*  \vxnt  to  the  mountains  near  the  city,  and  threw  wa- 
ter on  certain  places,  which  being  frozen,  they  con- 
tinued to  repeat  the  operation  till  the  ice  was  of 
convenient  thicknefs;  then  they  cut  it  in  pieces,  and 
carry  it  into  caves,  hewn  in  the  rocks,  where  it  is 
preferved  during  the  fummer;  what  they  cannot  car- 
ry off  before  the  fun  rifes  is  covexed,  to  defend  it 
from  his  heat. 

While  I  remained  at  Ispahan,  I  vifited  the  Shach's- 
aviary.  It  contains  a  great  variety  of  all  kinds  of 
birds,  many  of. which  had  come  from  india,  and  o- 
ther  foreign  parts.  Among  the  reft  were  a  couple- 
of  turkeys,  v/hich  it  feems  are  rare  bird^  in  persia. 
The  place  is  very  neat  and  elegant;  the  aviary  is 
about  fifteen  feet  hi^j-h,  and  covered  with  a  net- work, 
of  brafs-wire,  to  prevent  the  birds  flying  away. 

Provifions  of  all  kinds  are  very  dear  at  Ispahan, 
which  is  fufficiently  apparent  from  the  number  of 
poor  that  go  about  the  ftreets.  Nothing  however 
is  fo  extravagantly  high  as  fire- wood. 

The  ROMAN  catholics  have  three  convents  in 
die  city;  u'lz,  thofe  of  the  carjvieliteSp  capuchins,, 

and: 
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and  AUGUSTiNs.      The  jesuits   and   Dominicans  chap.  vi. 
have  their  feparace  convents  in  the  fuburbs  of  jul-   ^I^Jl 
PHA,  which  is  inhabited  by  Armenians,  who  are  al- 
lowed the  free  exercife  of  their  religion. 

There  is  a  confiderable  number  of  jews  in  the 
city,  who  are  either  merchants  or  mechanics. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  city  is  a  tribe  of 
people,  called  by  the  Persians  giaur,  who  worfhip 
fire,  being  the  pofterity  of  the  ancient  inhabitants 
of  this  country,  who  paid  divine  honours  to  that 
element.  They  are  a  poor  indolent  race,  and  live 
in  nafty  huts,  or  in  tents.  They  fpcak  a  different 
kneuao-e  from  the  Persian;  have  black  hair,  and 
are  of  a  fwarthy  complexion.  They  have  fome 
fheep  and  cattle;  but  many  of  them  go  about  the 
Greets  begging. 

About  three  or  four  miles  to  the  fouthward  of 
die  city,  are  to  be  feen  the  ruins  of  a  tower  on  the 
top  of  a  mountain,  where,  it  is  faid,  darius  fat  when- 
ALEXANDER  the  Great  fought  the  fecond  battle  with 
the  PERSIANS.  I  was  alfo  told,  that  about  two  days 
ipurncy  from  Ispahan,  are  diftlnguifhable  the  re- 
mains of  the  tomb  of  Q^cen  Esther,  a  lady  cele- 
brated 
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CHAP.  VI.  brated  In  holy  writ  for  many  virtues.     Thefe,  and 
^7^7-  many  other  places,  I  intended  to  have  examined  on 
the  fpot,  but  was  unluckily  prevented  for  want  of 

time. 

While  we  lay  at  tauchtzy,  waiting  for  horfes 
and  camels,  two  of  our  fervants  were  flung  with 
fcorpions;  but  were  foon  cured,  by  timely  applica- 
tion of  the  oil  of  fcorpions,  prepared  after  the  Per- 
sian manner,  without  any  other  remedy.  The  jack- 
als made  a  difmal  howling  under  our  windows  every 
night. 

I  have  now  finidied  my  obfervations  on  whatever 
feemed  mofl:  remarkable  in,  and  about  the  city  of 
ISPAHAN.  I  fhall  only  add,  that,  among  the  many 
lofty  and  pompous  titles  which  this  mighty  monarch 
affumes,  there  are  fome  very  extraordinary;  of  which 
I  fhall  mention  one,  '  That  the  greatefl  kings  of  the 
*  earth  may  think  it  an  honour  to  drink  out  of  his 
^  horfes  footfleps.'  Several  more  inflances  might  be 
given,  in  the  Oriental  ftile,  fully  as  extravagant. 


THE 
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THE  SHAGh's  palaces. 

1.  TZEL  sooTUNj  or  that  of  forty  pillars. 

2.  TEVELA  TELEAR,  near  the  ftables. 

3.  piASTA-BEHASi,  chambers  of  paradife. 

4.  OTHiAT  TALLARD,  near  the  haram. 

5.  GULDESTA,  houfc  of  cunuchs. 

6.  TAUCHTZY,  at  the  north  entry. 

7.  FARRABBATT,  fouth  caft  from  the  city. 

Persia  is  at  prefent  divided  into  fixteen  provin- 
ces, many  of  them  of  great  extent.  I  (hall  mention 
their  prefent  names,  and,  oppofite  to  them,  thofe 
d:icy  feem  to  have  born  among  the  ancients. 

modern  names.  ancient. 

1.  TURKOMANIA5,  great  ARMENIA. 

2.  DIARBEGK,  MESOPOTAMIA. 

3.  KURDISTAN,  part  of  ASSYRIA. 

4.  HIERACK  ARABEE,  CHALDEA,  Or  BABYLON. 

5.  HIERACK  AGGEMY,  region  of  the  PARTHIANS. 

6.  SHiRVAN,  towards  the  north-weft  coail 

of  the  CASPIAN  fea. 

7.  GUILANandMESAN- 

DERAN, 


HYRCANIA, 


8>.  ASTRABATT,.  MARGIANA. 


C).  US- 
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CHAP.  VI. 

MODERN  NAMES. 

ANCIENT. 

I717. 

0.  USBECK, 

BACTRIA. 

^k-'       Y       ^rf' 

10.   KORASSAN, 

ARIA. 

I  I.   SABLESTAN, 

PARAPOMISIA. 

I  2.  SIGISTAN, 

DRANGIANA. 

13.  ARACHOSIA. 

14.  MACHRAN. 

15.  KARAMENIA, 

reaching  to  the  g 

16.  PHARSISTAN. 


MUS. 
•OLD  PERSIA,  whereof  PERSE- 
POL  IS  was  the  capital  city. 


I  have  added  the  ancient  names  according  to  the 
beft  information  I  could  procure;  for,  under  the  va- 
rious revolutions  of  this  country,  the  records  have 
been  almoft  wholly  either  loft  or  deftroyed:  fo  that 
the  PERSIANS  themfelves  know  very  little  of  the  an- 
cient hiftory  of  their  country. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VIL 

CHAPTER     VIL  '^i?- 

'From    ISPAHAN    to    s  h  a  M  a  c  h  v  ;    Occurrences   durimr   our 

Jlay  there. 

CEPTEA4BER  ill:,  having  procured  horfes  and 
camels,  and  every  thing  neceflary,  and  having 
alfo  got  a  conductor  from  the  Shach,  we  this  day 
left  ISPAHAN  in  order  to  return  to  Russia.  We 
travelled  fhort  ftages  along  the  fame  road  by  which 
we  came  to  Ispahan.  Little  material  happened 
for  a  confiderable  time,  and  I  fhall  not  repeat  whac 
I  formerly  obfeiTcd;  I  fhall  only  take  notice,  that 
many  of  the  places,  through  which  we  paffed,  wer^ 
much  infefted  by  ftrong  gangs  of  high-way  men. 
We  were  therefore  obliged  to  travel  very  cautioufly, 
and  to  keep  our  people  too-echer,  near  the  bao-o-ao-e: 
but  particularly  to  procure  a  fafe  caravanfery  for 
oui  lodgings.  The  weather  continuing  very  hot, 
was  the  reafon  of  our  making  eafy  marches;  and 
thefe  chiefly  in  the  mornings  and  evenings,  and 
fometimes  in  the  night,  when  it  could  be  done  with 
fafety. 

VcL.  I.  R  We 
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CHAP.  VII.      We  travelled  in  this  manner  till  the  26th  of  Sep- 
^7^7-  tembcr,  \vhen  v/e  arrived  at  a  village  called  arra- 
ZANT,  where  we  lodged.     Next  day,  inftead  of  pur- 
fuino-  the  fame  route  by  tauris,  we  turned  to  the 
Y^rht  and  took  the  road  leading  to  casein  and  gui- 

LAN. 

The  27th,  we  proceeded  five  agatz  to  membe- 
reck;  and  the  28th  four,   to  the  city  of  casein. 
This  place  is  fituated  in  a  fpacious  plain,  having  a 
ridoe  of  hidi  mountains  to  the  north.      I  mention- 
ed  formerly,  that  casein  v/as  once  the  feat  of  go- 
vernment, and  the  refidence  of  the  Persian  mo- 
narchs.     There  are  ilill  to  be  feen  the  ruins  of  ma- 
ny {lately  mofqucs,  palaces,  and  other  publick  edi^ 
fices.      The  city  appears  to  have  been,  in  former- 
times,  very  large  and  flourilliing,  but  is  now  much 
contra61ed  and  decayed. 

The  plague  raged  here  all  the  preceeding  fum- 
mer,  which  had  almoft  depopulated  the  place.  And 
although  the  fury  of  that  contagious  diftemper  was 
much  abated,  people  continued  to  die  daily;  which 
made  us  refolve  to  remain  no  longer  than  was  ab- 
&lutcly  neceflary,  in  order  to  prepare  things  for  our; 

four- 
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journey  to  guilan.     This  could  not  be  foon  ac-CHAP.vii 
complilhed  at  a  time  of  fuch  publick  calamity.  ^7^7 

In  the  mean  time,  many  of  our  people  were  feiz- 
ed  with  peftilential  fevers,   who  all  recovered  but 
one.     He  died  fuddenly,  with  the  ufual  fymptoms 
of  the  plague.      I  and  feveral  of  our  people  were 
likewife  taken  wich  fevers,  occafioned  by  our  bein^i- 
lodged  in  houfes  where  the  Persians  had  lately 
died.      Thefe  circumilances  made  the  ambafTador 
refolve  to  leave  the  place  at  all  events.     During  the 
time  therefore  which  we  were  obliged  to  wait  for 
horfes  and  camels,  we  removed  out  of  town  about 
a  mile,  to  a  garden  belonging  to  the  Shach,  provid- 
ed for  us  by  the  commandant  of  the  city  and  pro- 
vince.     Here  we  fet  up  our  tents;  and  in  this  fitua- 
-tion,  by  the  help  of  free  air  and  good  w^ater,  our 
people  recovered  furprifingly:   fo  that,  in  a  fhort 
time,  mod  of  them  were  able  to  ride,  another  gentle- 
man only  and  myfelf  were  carried  in  litters  between 
two  mules. 

The  I  2th  of  06lober,  we  fet  out  again,  purfuing 
our  journey  northward.  After  travelling  about  two 
ieagues  through  a  plain,  we  afcended  an  high  and 
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GHAP.  VII.  ilccp  mountain,  and,  proceeding  onward  about  a 
^7^7-  league,  came  to  a  fmall  village  where  we  lodged. 
All  the  inhabitants  had  forfakcn  their  houfes.  What- 
ever elfe  was  wanting,  we  had  here  the  comfort  of 
pure  air;  which  had  fuch  an  efFe6l  on  me,  that,  next 
day,  I  v/as  able  to  mount  on  horfe-back,  though  at 
fetting  out,  I  was  fcarcely  in  condition  to  bear  the 
eafy  motion  of  the  litter. 

We  continued  our  journey,  afcendlng  and  de- 
fcending  many  fteep  rocks  and  mountains  for  four 
days,  when  we  arrived  at  menzyly,  a  little  town 
iituated  in  a  charming  valley;  where  grow  abun- 
dance of  citrons,  oranges,  olives,  befide  grapes  and 
other  fruits.      Thefe  I  own  were  tempting  objecls-; 
but   fad   experience  taughr  many  of  us    to   value 
ihcm  no  more  than  floes  or  bramble  berries.     Men- 
v:yly  is  governed  by  a  kalentar,  or  judge;  it  is  a 
pretty  romantick  place,  encompaiTcd  by  high  moun- 
tains on  all  fides,  which  decline  to  the  north,  and' 
are  covered  with  grafs.     This  is  a  rare  fight  in  Per- 
sia, and  is  caufed  by  the  great  autumnal  rains;  for^ 
alone  the  fouth  coaft  of  the  Caspian  fea,  it  rains 
at  this  feafon,  alrnofl  v/ithout  interraiirion,  for  the 

fpace: 
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fbacc  of  fix  weeks  or  two  months.     In  this  and  the  chap.  vir. 

1 7 1 7. 
neighbouring  villages  are  bred  a  great  number  of^ 

filk-worms,   which  produce    the   bed:    and  greatefl: 

quantities  of  raw-filk  made  in  the  province  of  gui- 

lan;  from  whence  it  is  exported  by  the  Armenian 

merchants,  partly  through  russia  to  Holland,  and 

partly  by  land  to  aleppo,  for  the  levant  trade. 

Havino:  ilaid  two  days  at  menzyly,  we  fet  out 
again  in  heavy  rains,  through  deep  roads,  which 
greatly  incommoded  our  camels;  for  they  often  flip- 
ped, and  fometimes  fell  down  under  their  burdens; 
however,  in  five  days  we  reached  reshd,  the  capital 
of  the  province  of  guilan. 

Reshd  flands  in  a  plain,  furrounded  with  great 
woods  on  every  fide,  about  a  day's  journey  from  the 
neareft  fhore  of  the  Caspian  fea,  where  is  a  very 
good  harbour  for  fliips  of  fmall  burden 

The  houfes  are  thinly  fcattered,  refembling  ra-^ 
ther  a  large  village  than  a  town.  As  the  ground 
at  this  place  is  very  flat,  the  inhabitants  are  oblig- 
ed to  chufe  the  dryeft  places  to  build  on.  la  the 
market  place,  I  faw  about  eight  pieces  of  cannon, 
mounted  on  forry  carriages;  among  which  was  a. 

neat: 
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CHAP.  VII.  neac  brafs  field-piece,  with  the  name  of  that  noted 
"^^7-  prince  the  Duke  of  holstein  gottorp  upon  it:  it 
fecms  to  have  been  left  here  accidentally  by  the 
ambafladors  of  that  Duke  to  the  then  Shach  of 

PERSIA. 

The  houfes  are  mean,  in  comparifon  with  thofc 
in  other  parts  of  Persia;  the  roofs  are  raifed  and 
tiled,  to  carry  off  the  great  falls  of  rain. 

The  marlhcs  and  pools,  with  which  reshd  is  fur- 
rounded,  renders  it  very  unhealthy,  efpecially  in  the 
heat  of  fummer,  when  it  is  often  vifited  with  the 
peftilence ;  and,  although  it  is  a  place  of  the  great- 
cfl:  plenty,  the  inhabitants  look  as  half  flarved.  I 
was  told  they  were  obliged  to  confine  themfelves  to 
a  fcanty  diet;  that,  if  they  allowed  themfelves  the 
leaft  indulgence,  e\'en  fo  far  as  to  eat  their  rice  with 
butter,  they  were  liable  to  agues,  the  reigning  dif- 
temper  in  this  climate.  Many  of  our  people  were 
actually  feized  with  thefe  agues,  though  none  of 
them  proved  mortal.  Here,  as  at  the  capitals  of 
the  other  provinces,  we  were  obliged  to  remain  a 
confiderablc  time,  much  longer  than  we  inclined. 
For  every  province  bears  the  expence  of  ambaffa- 

dors. 
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dbrs,  from  the  time  they  arrive  at  its  capital,  till  chap.  vir. 
they  reach  the  capital  of  the  next  province,  where  ^J^J^' 
frefh  fupplies  of  money  and  cattle  arc  to  be  procu- 
red. The  obtaining  thcfe  things  and  the  rainy 
weather  detained  us  in  this  difagreeable  place.  The 
pools  are  full  of  frogs  that  chatter  like  magpies, 
and  make  fuch  a  loud  croaking,  befides  their  chat- 
tering, that  a  perfon  cannot  ileep  till  he  is  accuf- 
tomed  to  that  noife. 

The  country  about  reshd  is  very  fruitful;  parti^ 
cularly  in  rice,  which  grows  plentifully  on  the  mar- 
Ihy  grounds;  and  is  fufficient  to  fupply  moft  of  the 
other  provinces  of  Persia:  there  is  alfo  plenty  of 
fruit  natural  to  the  climate.  The  arimexians,  who 
inhabit  reshd,  make  good  wine  both  red  and  white; 
and  even  in  the  woods  you  may  fee  the  vines,  load- 
en  with  clufters  of  grapes,  twifting  about  the  trees^ 
which  are  left  to  the  birds,  as  they  are  not  worth 
gathering,  amid  fuch  plenty. 

Great  flocks  of  fieldfares,   thrufhes,  black-birdS;. 
with  vail  quantities  of  florks,  cranes,  fw^ans,  wild- 
geefe,  a.nd  all  other  kinds  of  w^ater-fowl;  come  hi- 
ther. 
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CHAP.  VII.  thcr  from  the  north,  during  the  winter,  and  return 
^2\1'  to  the  northern  regions  in  the  fpring. 

The  flaple  of  guilan  is  raw-filk,  of  which  they 
make  great  quantities,  both  for  their  own  confump- 
tion  and  for  exportation. 

While  we  remained  at  reshd,  two  ambafTadors 
arrived  from  the  aijuka  chan,  prince  of  the  kol- 
MUCK-TARTARS,  In  their  way  to  Ispahan. 

November  c;th,  we  left  reshd  and  travelled 
through  thick  woods  to  the  fliore,  along  which  we 
kept  to  the  left,  in  all  about  five  agatz,  and  then 
lodged  in  a  fmall  empty  village. 

The  13  th,  we  proceeded  fix  agatz  to  a  fmall 
town  called  keshker.  This  day  the  road  lay 
through  pleafant  woods.  At  fome  diftance  from 
the  fea  we  met  witli  fome  groves  of  orange  trees, 
where  we  found  bloflfoms,  ripe  and  green  fruit  on 
the  fame  tree.  The  great  rains  detained  us  fome 
days  at  keshker:  during  which  a  new  maymander 
arrived  from  tspahan,  who  arrefted  the  former  one 
for  fome  fault  he  had  committed  on  the  road. 

The  20th,  we  travelled  from  keshker  to  the 
ifliore,  three  agatz,  and  halted  a  little;  then  along 

the 
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clie  fhore  four  agatz  farther,  and  ac  midnighc  reach-  chap.vii. 
ed  an  empty  village:  a  dliagreeable  circuin (lance,  af-   ^  7  ^  ?■ 
ter  marching  in  conftant  rain  the  whole  day,  which 
had  rendered  the  rivers  almoft  impalTIiblc  to  camels. 

From  the  21  ft  to  the  27th,  wc  advanced  along 
the  fhore.  The  roads  were  very  good.  At  laft,  we 
came  to  a  town  called  astara,  where  we  halted  for 
refrefliment.  There  is  nothing  remarkable  about 
this  place,  except  its  pleafant  fituation. 

December  i  ft,  we  reached  s  i  a  r  a  k  e  n  t,  a  large 
village.  And  next  day  langgara,  fituated  on  the 
fhore  at  the  mouth  of  a  river,  an  agatz  diftant  from 
the  former.  And  the  3d,  to  kyzillagatch,  five 
agatz  from  langgara.  This  day  we  pafTed  along 
feveral  large  bridges,  over  very  deep  rivers.  In  great 
rains,  and  ftrong  northerly  wmds,  thefe  rivers  fwell 
above  the-ir  banks,  and,  fpreading  to  a  great  extent 
round  the  bridges,  render  them  impalUible. 

The  5th,  we  travelled  five  agatz  to  tzamachava, 
I  was  furprized  at  the  great  flocks  of  water-fowl 
near  this  place:  fo  numerous  v/ere  they  that  one  of 
our  people  killed  eight  geefe  at  one  difcharge. 

The  7  th,  we  entered  the  plains  of  mug  an.    I  de- 

VoL.  I.  S  fcribed 
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CHAP.  VII.  fcrlbcd  what  fecmed  moft  remarkable  in  this  defert,. 
^211'  when  going  fouchward,  and  fliall  not  recapitulate  any 
thing  I  formerly  obferved.  The  road  was  very  good. 
We  lodged  at  the  river  bulgara,  fix  agatz  from 
tzamachava;  the  water  of  the  river  is  muddy  and 
brackilh.  Next  day  we  advanced  feven  agatz,  and 
lodeed  a^ain  in  tents;  for  there  are  no  houfes  in 
this  plain,  and  only  pit  water,  very  brackiili. 

On  the  9th,  we  travelled  feven  agatz  to  fomc 
fmall  huts,  beyond  the  river  kure,  which  we  paffed 
on  a  bridge  of  boats.  We  paffed  this  river  about 
a  day's  journey  above  this  place,  in  going  to  Ispa- 
han, when  I  made  my  remarks  upon  it.  Seven  a- 
gatz  from  thefe  huts,  (lands  a  place  called  kara- 
KURODY,  the  laft  ftage  in  the  defert,  vfhere  we  lodg- 
ed on  the  1 1  th. 

The  I  2th,  we  arrived  at  sham  achy,  five  agatz 
from  the  laft  ftage.  Since  the  time  we  left  this 
place,  it  had  fuffered  grievoufly  by  the  plague,, 
which  raged  here  all  the  preceeding  fummer.  It 
was  now  much  abated,  though  not  quite  extin- 
Ci-uiflied.  This  was  a  difaorecable  circumftance,  ma- 
i>y  of  our  people  were  (ickly,  and  two  of  ihem  died 

of. 
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of  the  diftemper:  for  the  empty  hoiifes,  where  the  cpiap.  vii, 
PERSIANS  liad  died,  notwichlhmding  every  prccauti-    ^7^7- 
on,  particularly  fmoaking  the  walls,  Itill  proved  in- 
fedioiis. 

I  was  informed,  that  about  feventy  thoufand  pcr- 
fons  had  been  carried  off  by  the  peflilcnce,  within 
the  lafl:  eight  months,  in  spiamvchy  and  the  pro- 
vince of  SHIR VAN. 

The  1 5th,  my  old  acquaintance,  Monfieur  yeiisky 
the  DANTzicKER,  wliom  I  formerly  mentioned,  came 
to  vifit  me.  He  was  to  altered  by  ficknefs  that  I 
fcarce  knew  him.  He  told  me  what  difmal  havock 
the  plague  had  made,  particularly  in  his  own  fami- 
ly. I  asked,  why  he  did  not  retire  to  the  country 
for  better  air?  His  anfwer  was,  whither  could  he  fly 
from  GOD  almighty!  This  I  find  to  be  the  general 
opinion  of  the  Mahometans,  both  Persians  and 
TURKS.  The  fame  day  I  had  a  viiit  from  father 
BACK  ON  D,  the  only  mifTionary  at  prcfent  in  thefe 
parts,  his  companion,  father  ricard,  being  dead  of 
the  plague. 

The  feafon  being  now  far  advanced,  it  became 
proper  to  pitch  on  fome  place  for  winter  quarterSo 

S   2  The 
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GHAP.vii.  The  terrible  peftilencc  which  had  prevailed  fo  long; 
^7^^-  and  with  fuch  definition,  greatly  deterred  us  front 
chufing  this  place.  The  fiiperior  convenience,  how- 
ever, of  it;  the  prefent  abatement  of  tlie  plague; 
and  chiefly  becaufe  a  province  is  not  obliged  to  fup- 
port  the  expences  of  an  ambaffador  till  he  arrives- 
at  the  capital;  and  feveral  other  reafons,  determined 
us  to  winter  at  shamachy. 

January  15th,  1718,  the  Chan  came  to  town 
from  the  country,  where  he  had  been  all  the  laft 
fummer. 

The  2  I  ft,  the  ambaffiidor  paid  the  Chan- a  vifit^. 
which  was  returned  the  25th. 

Nothing  material  happened  during  the  winter; 
only  we  often  heard  of  the  bad  fuccefs  of  the  Shach's 
forces,  which  were  fent  to  chandahar,  againft  the, 
rebel  mery  mahmut;  and  of  many  incurfions  into 
the  PERSIAN  provinces,  made  by  the  mountaineers 
who  inhabit  between  the  black  and  Caspian  feas. 

March  1  oth^  one  of  our  gentlemen,  Monfieur  lo- 
BUCHiN,  was  fent  away  by  land  to  astrachan,  with 
an  elephant  and  all  the  horfes.     He  was  efcorted  by 
thirty  Russian,  foldicrs,  and  fom.e  astrachan  tar- 
tars.. 
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TARS.  In  his  march,  between  derbent  and  terky,  chap.vii. 
he  was  attacked  by  fome  hundreds  of  the  mountai-  ^  7  ^  ^• 
neers,  called  shaffkalls,  who  killed  one  man  and 
two  horfes,  and  wounded  feveral  men  and  the  ele- 
phant. Meeting,  however,  with  a  warm  reception 
they  though.t  proper  to  retire,  but  carried  off  three 
of  the  horfes.  The  gentleman  arrived  fafe,  without; 
any  further  misfortune,  at  astrachan. 

April  1 4th,  ihips,  commanded  by  captain  rentle, 
arrived  at  niez abatt,  in  order  to  tranfport  the  am- 
baffador  to  astrachan.  He  could  not,  however, 
proceed  immediately  to  embark;  for  we  were  obh'o-- 
ed  to  wait  for  an  anfwer  to  an  exprefs,  w^hich  the 
Chan  had  difpatched  to  Ispahan  on  affairs. of  im- 
portance, which  did  not  return  till  the  end  of  May. 
All  of  us  impatiently  defired  to  leav€  skamachy  be- 
fore the  great  heat  came  on.  In  the  mean  time,  w^e 
diverted  ourfelves  with  hunting.  I  went  often  to 
fee  the  filk-worms-  feeding  on  mulberry  leaves.  The 
inhabitants  were  apprehenfive  that  the  plague  would 
break  out  again  in  the  fummer;  and  we  had  already 
buried  twenty  two  of  our  people^  fince  our  arrival; 
on  the.  frontiers  of  Persia, 

O.a, 
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CHAP.viii.      On  the  night  of  the  eight  of  May  there  was  fuch 

o 
J.\Z'  fl^^^cs  of  hghtning,  as  had  not  happened  in  the  me- 
mory of  man;  though  the  night  was  dark,  I  could 
plainly  fee  the  cattle  in  the  adjacent  fields,  by  means 
of  the  corufcations.  The  lightning  w^as  accompa- 
nied with  dreadful  claps  of  thunder,  w^hich  lafted 
above  two  hours. 

CHAPTER     VIIL 

From   SHAMACHY    to    ST.  PETERSBURG. 

TUNE  i6th,  we  left  shamachy,  and  in  four  days 
arrived  fafe  at  niezabatt,  where  v/e  found  fliips 
waitino;  to  receive  us. 

On  the  2 1  ft  we  beg-an  to  load  the  vefTels  with  all 

o 

pofTible  difpatch,  which  was  foon  accompliflied  by 
the  afllftance  of  fome  russ  foldiers,  who  had  win- 
tered at  this  place.  Since  I  have  mentioned  thefe 
foldiers,  I  fhall  briefly  relate  how  they  happened  to 
be  on  this  coaft. 

The  people  of  chiva,  a  territory  (fee  p.  42.) 
caftward  from  the  Caspian  fea,  having  fever al  times 

rob- 
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robbed  and  plundered  fome  caravans  of  RussiANCH\F.\iir. 
merchants  going  to   bucharia,   his  Czarifh  Ma-   ^7  _* 
jefty  determined   to  fend  a  fmall  body  of  rcgclar 
D'oops  and  fome  cofTacks,  to  demand  fitisfaclion  for 
fuch  outrages  committed  in  time  of  peace.      For 
this  purpofe  Mr.  beckvitz,  a  captain  of  the  guards, 
who  was  appointed  to  command  this  expedition,  re- 
paired to  A  s  T  R  A  c  H  A  N ,  in  fummcr  1716,  in  order 
to  make  all  the  necefTary  preparations  againft  next 
fpring.    Having  accordingly  embarked  his  men,  pro- 
vifions,  and  ammunition,  at  the  proper  feafon,  he 
fleered  his  courfe  along  the  Caspian  fea,  and  land- 
ed at  a  place  called  krasna-vooda,  /.  e.  red  water, 
as  near  to  chiva  as  he  conveniently  could:     This 
place  was  barren,  and  uninhabited.     Having  there- 
fore moored  his  tranfports,  he  erected  a  fmall  fort 
to  fecure  his  retreat,  in  cafe  of  accidents. 

In  the  mean  time,  he  fent  a  friendly  meflage  to 
the  Chan  of  chiva,  to  notify  his  arrival,  and  to  de- 
fire  he  would  furnifh  him  with  provifions  and  quar-- 
ters  for  his  men;  for  v/hich  he  offered  to  pay  ready 
money.  The  crafty  tartar  returned  for  anfwer,  that 
he.  might  come,  to  chiva  with  the  greateft  fafety, 

where. 
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CHAP.viii. where  all  his  demands  fhoiild  be  granted.  At  the 
U]^'  fame  tune,  fent  him  a  prefent  of  fruits  and  frefh 
provifions,  and  guides  to  condudl  him  on  the  road, 
accompanied  with  the  highefl:  exprefTions  of  refpe6l 
to  his  Czarilh  Majeily.  Mr.  beckvitz,  having  left 
about  three  hundred  men  in  the  fort,  to  guard  the 
camp  and  provifions,  proceeded  with  the  reft,  and  a 
few  field- pieces,  towards  chiva. 

In  three  or  four  days  he  arrived  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  town,  where  he  was  met  by  feveral  of 
the  chiefs,  who  came  with  compliments  from  the 
Chan,  and  to  fettle  matters  relative  to  the  canton- 
ment of  the  foldiers.  This  particular  was  difficult 
to  adjuft. 

Mr.  BECKviTZ  infifted,  that  all  his  men  fhould 
be  quartered  in  the  town,  and  nothing  but  infatua- 
tion could  have  influenced  him  to  alter  fo  prudent 
a  refolution.  But  the  tartars  ftarted  many  ob- 
je6lions  againft  putting  it  in  execution,  and  pretend- 
ed that  the  Chan  and  themfelves  were  willing  to 
agree  to  it;  but  the  people  were  averfe,  and  jealous 
of  having  fo  many  armed  men  lodged  within  their 
^;alls.     And  therefore  they  propofed,  as  a  means  of 

quiet- 
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quieting  the  minds  of  the  people,  that  he  fliould  chap.viii. 
feparate  his  men,  in  order  to  be  quartered  more  ^ 
conveniently  in  the  adjacent  villages;  that  himfclf 
fhould  have  lodgings  in  the  town,  with  a  fuPiicient 
guard  to  attend  him.  This  motion  was  flrongly 
oppofcd  by  all  the  old  officers,  who  looked  on  it  as 
a  flratagem  laid  for  their  deftruction.  And  fuch  in 
reality  it  proved  in  the  end. 

Mr.  BECKviTz,  deluded  by  falfe  promifes,  at  lad 
confented  to  canton  his  men.  No  fooner  were  they 
divided  into  fmall  parties  than  they  were  inclofed, 
and  attacked  by  great  numbers  of  tartars;  and 
moft  of  them  either  killed  or  taken  prifoners,  who 
were  afterwards  fold  for  flaves.  A  few  of  them  tak- 
ing the  alarm  flood  to  their  arms,  and  made  a  brave 
defence  for  fome  time,  endeavouring  chiefly  to  re- 
gain their  camp  and  fhips;  but  having  a  barren  de- 
fert  to  pafs,  and  the  tartar  horfe  harrafruig  them 
day  and  night,  they  were  at  laft  obHged  to  fubmic 
CO  fatal  necefTity.  The  imprudence  of  the  general 
was  the  fole  caufe  of  all  thefe  misfortunes;  for,  be- 
ing in  no  want  of  provifions  or  ammunition,  had  he 
only  kept  his  men  together,  the  whole  combined 

Vol.  I.  ^  T  power 
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CHAP.viii.  power  of  thefe  tartars  could  not  have  prevented^ 
^7^^-  his  regaining  the  camp  and  fliipping. 

The  camp  was  next  attacked  by  the  tartars.. 
But  they  were  repulfed  by  the  garrifon,  which,  hav- 
ino-  now  inteUio-ence  of  what  had  paffed  at  chiva, 
demohlhcd  the  fort,  reimbarked  the  men  and  ftores, 
and  fet  fail  for  astrachan.      The  feafon  was  now 
too  far  advanced  to  gain  that  port:   this   circum- 
ftance,  together  with  hard  gales  of  contrary  winds, 
obliged    them   to  put  into   niezabatt  in  order 
to  pafs  the  winter.     Here  they  were  hofpitably  re- 
ceived by  the  Persians;  and  the  prefence  of  the 
ambaffador  at  shamachy,  contributed  greatly  to. 
the  relief  of  thefe  poor  unfortunate  people. 

Unhappy  beckvitz  himfelf,  happened  to  be 
taken  prifoner.  He  was  fent  for  to  the  Chan's  tent, 
on  fome  pretence  of  bufmefs,  where  they  firft  ftruck 
off  his  head;  then  after  venting  their  barbarous  rage 
on  his  dead  body,  they  flayed  it,  and,  having  fluffed 
the  skin  with  flraw,  placed  k,  a  miferable  fpedacle,. 
on  one  of  the  city  gates. 

This  unfortunate  gentleman  was  the  fon  of  a  pet- 
ty prince,  01  chief  of  a  tribe  in  tzerkessia,  and  had' 

been. 
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been  fent  to  Russia  in  his  infixncy,  as  a  hoftage  forcnAP.viir. 
his  father's  lideHty.  ^^'^• 

Being  now  on  the  point  of  departing  from  Per- 
sia, called  by  the  Persians  iran,  and  alfo  piiar- 
siSTAN,  I  (liall  clofe  what  1  have  to  offer  re'^ardino 
that  country,  by  giving  a  hil:  of  the  principal  offi- 
cers of  ftate  who  attend  that  mighty  monarch  at 
the  megilifs,  /'.  e.  publick  audience  of  ambaiTadors; 
they  fit  in  the  hall  of  audience  according  to  their 
refpeclive  ranks,  and  have  all  of  them,  on  thofe  oc- 
cafions,  magnificent  caps,  and  robes  of  ftate,  kept  in 
the  king's  wardrobe  for  that  purpofe. 

I .  The  Etmadowlett,  prime  minifter. 


2 

3 

4 

5 
6 

7 
8 

9 

lO 

1 1 


SpafTelaar,  general  in  chief, 
Kurtfy  Baflia,  general  of  i  2,000  men. 
Kular-agaffy,  director  of  the  prifons. 
Tfengy  Baiha,  general  of  musketeers. 
Ifhek-agafTy  Bailia,  mailer  of  ceremonies. 
Divan  Begg,  chief  juftice. 
Toptfliy  Ballia,  mafter  of  the  ordinance. 
Vaggian  Aviz,  fecretary  of  ftate. 
Merilli-kaz  Baflia,  o-rand  falconer. 
Dgevedar  Bafha,  general  of  the  artillery. 
T  2  1 1.  The 
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CHAP.viir.    12.  The  Milachurd  Bafha  Giloff,  mafter  of  horfc, 
^'^^^'      13.  Milachurd  Yaflfy  Bafha,    mafter   of  the 

field- horfes. 

14.  Kolopha. 

1 5.  Mamalek,  comptroller  of  the  houfliold. 

1 6.  Kchaffa,  cabinet  fecretary. 

1 7.  Nazyr  Daftar,  fteward  of  the  houfliold. 

18.  Vifir  ISPAHAN,  chiefmagiftrate  of  ISPAHAN. 

1  p.  Vifir  Kurtfy,  general  of  horfe. 
20.  Vifir  Kule. 

2  I .  Chafnadar  Baflia,  chief  treafurer. 
22.  Kaliphar  Kafhkar,  chief  judge  in  civil  af- 
fairs. 

23;.  Doroga  Taftar,  judge  of  the  city. 

24.  Sachapt  Tauchtzy. 

25.  Sachapt  Narvifs,  chief  aftrologer. 

26.  Hakim  Bafha,  chief  phyfician. 
The  following  officers  attend  the  Shach  wherever 

he  goes. 

1 .  The  Ibrahim  Aga,  chief  of  the  eunuchs. 

2.  Yeufh  Baflia,  chief  of  the  white  eunuchs. 
J.  Achmet  Aga,  chief  of  the  black  eunuchs, 
4.           Klitch  Kurtihy,  fword-bearer.. 

5.  The 
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5.  The  Tzacyn  Baflia,  quivcr-bcarer.  ch ap.viii. 

6.  Saddach  KurtOiy,  bow-bearer.  /L^ 

7.  Tfang  Kiirtfhy,  musket-bearer. 

8.  Dgid  Kurclliy,  dare-bearer. 

9.  Kalchan  Kurtihy,   target-bearer. 
The  followino-  are  the  chief  doctors  of  the  Law 

of  MAHOMET. 

1.  Sadyr  ChalTa,  the  fame  office  in  Persia  as  that 

of  the  Mufty  in  turkey. 

2.  Sadyr  Mammalck. 

3.  Fazyl. 

4.  Shach  Iflam, 

5.  Chazy. 

6.  Mullah  Bafha. 

7.  Mudarafs-. 

8.  Piilmamadi. 

9.  Mutadiett  Bafha. 
1  o.  Moafham  Bafha. 

Thefe  are  the  principal;  befides  whom,  there  are 
many  other  officers  too  numerous  to  recite.  With 
the  foregoing  lift  I  clofe  what  I  have  to  fay  regard- 
ing PERSIA. 

The  26th,  we  fet  fail  from  niezabatt  with  a  fliir 

wind 
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CHAP, VIII. wind  ac  fouth-eaft,  which  lafted  only  a  few  hours; 
^7^^-  after  which  we  were  becalmed  for  three  days. 

July  2d,  the  wind  became  again  fair,  and  carried 
us,  with  a  gentle  breeze,  out  of  the  deep  water  into 
foundings;  but  turning  contrary,  we  came  to  anchor 
in  thirty  fathom  water,  where  we  lay  till  the  loth, 
when  it  blew  a  very  hard  gale,  v/hich  drove  us  from 
our  anchors  out  to  fea;  and,  continuing  for  two 
days,  brought  us  again  in  fight  of  the  Persian  fhore, 
which  was  at  this  time  no  very  agreeable  object. 

The  I  3th,  the  wind  chopped  about  favourable, 
and  fo  continued,  with  little  variation,  till  the  1 8th, 
when  we  arrived  fafe  at  astrachan,  to  the  great  joy 
of  all  our  company. 

September  7th,  leaving  astrachan,  wc  failed  up 
the  VOLGA.  Our  progrefs,  contrary  to  the  courfe 
of  the  river,  was  very  flow  and  tedious.  In  calms 
the  boats  v/ere  drawn  up  by  men,  who  went  upon 
the  banks;  but  in  hard  gales  we  were  obliged  to 
haul  them  near  the  fide  and  ly  fliill. 

October  i  2  th,  after  a  voyage  of  live  weeks,  wc 
arrived  at  the  town  of  saratoff,  about  eight  hun- 
^dred  verfl  diftant  from  astrachan.     The  winter 

draw- 
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drawing  on  prevented  our  flirther  progrefs  by  wa-CFHP  vnr. 
cer.      We  therefore  unloaded,  and  dlfchargcd  the 
boats,  being  refolved  to  remain  here  till  the  fnow 
fell,  when  we  might  proceed  by  land  in  iled'>-cs. 

November  ift,  there  had  now  been  a  litcle  fall 
of  fnow,  fulficient  to  fniooth  the  roads,  and  this  day 
we  fet  out  from  saratoff  in  lledo-es. 

The  3d,  we  came  to  a  little  town  called  petro- 
SKY,  about  ninety  verft  from  saratoff. 

The  8th,  we  came  to  a  large  town  called  penze, 
ninety  verft  from  the  former.  As  we  advanced  to 
the  north  the  froft  and  fnow  dayly  increafed,  which 
made  the  roads  very  fmooth  and  eafy.  Before  we 
left  this  place  a  fudden  rain  obliged  us  to  halt  a 
few  days.  Here  we  met  with  Brigadier  kropo- 
TOFF,  who,  with  fome  regiments  of  dragoons,  had 
winter  quarters  at  this  place. 

The  14th,  the  froft  and  fnov/  returning,  we  fet 
out  from  PENZE. 

The  1 5th,  we  reached  s  a  r  a  n  s  k  y,  eighty  verft 
from  the  former.  Here  we  found  many  Swedish 
officers  taken  at  poltava,  who  v/^re  well  quartered 
in  a  plentiful  country. 

The 
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-CHAP.viii.      The  17th,  we  left  saransky,  and  the  21ft,  arriv- 
^^^       ed  at  ARZAMAss,  an  hundred  verft  from  saransky. 

The  24th,  we  came  to  murum,  three  hundred 
and  fixty  verft:  from  saratoff,  which  I  mentioned 
in  going  fouthward  by  water.  From  saratoff  to 
PETROSKY  the  country  is  fomewhat  dry  and  barren^, 
but  the  reft  of  the  country  through  which  we  paf- 
fed  is  very  fruitful,  producing  all  kinds  of  corn,  fine 
woods,  particularly  of  oaks,  interfperfed  with  ma- 
ny villages ;  and  the  face  of  the  country,  conftantly 
varied  by  plain  and  gently  riling  grounds,  affords  a 
moft  beautiful  profpedl.  From  murum  we  came  to 
the  town  of  vv^olodimir,  an  hundred  and  thirty  verft 
from  murum:  this  place  is  large  and  well  peopled, 
and  famous  for  being  formerly  the  relidence  of  a 
great  prince  of  the  fame  name. 

The  30th,  we  arrived  fafe  at  the  city  of  mosco, 
an  hundred  and  forty  verft  from  the  former,  and 
feven  hundred  and  feventy  from  saratoff. 

December  19th,  we  proceeded  towards  st.  Pe- 
tersburg, where  we  arrived  on  the  30th.  Nothing- 
material  happened  during  our  return  through  Rus- 
sia, and  what  was  moft  remarkable  in  the  country 

I 
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I  defcribed  in  going  fouthward.  I  cannot  help  tak-CHAP.viir. 
ing  notice  of  an  extraordinary  cafe  of  one  of  our  ^l""^- 
people  in  an  excefllvc  cold  night.  The  fellow,  ex- 
pelling to  baniih  all  feeling  of  cold  from  hlmfclf, 
drunk  a  large  quantity  of  fpirits;  which  produced  a 
drowiincfs  that  ended  in  ilccp  in  an  open  flcd^re. 
On  arriving  at  a  village,  the  perfon  was  found  fliff, 
fpeechlefs,  and  apparently  quite  dead;  but  beino- 
carried  to  a  brook  hard  by,  and  plunged  feveral 
times  in  the  water,  and  then  rubbed  v/ith  fnow  and 
brought  into  a  warm  room,  with  proper  reo-imen  he 
foon  recovered,  and  was  able  to  proceed  next  day. 

I  have  often  obferved  in  other  inftances,  that  the 
ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors  in  cold  weather,  is  the  worft 
of  remedies:  for,  though  they  warm  at  firfl:,  they 
leave  a  chilnefs  behind  them,  not  to  be  got  clear  of 
for  a  confiderable  time.  I  have  found  by  experience 
nothing  preferable  to  weak  v/arm  liquors  mixed  with 
a  little  fpirits.  The  Russian  travellers  carefully  a- 
void  the  excefhve  ufe  of  brandy  in  ftrono-  froils. 

Thus  have  I  fmifhed  my  account  of  a  Xon^y  tedi- 
ous,  and  dangerous  journey,  which  lafted  for  three 
years,  attended  with  many  difficulties  not  eafily  con- 

VoL.  L  U  ceived 
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CHAP .VIII.  ceived  by  thofe  who  have  not  travelled  the  fame 
^7^^-  road.  At  our  return  to  st.  Petersburg,  we  found 
his  majefty  at  that  place,  who,  I  was  informed,  was 
well  fatislied  with  the  conduct  of  his  ambaflador, 
whofe  principal  errand  was  to  cultivate  and  cement 
amity,  and  a  good  correfpondence,  between  the  two 
crowns  of  russia  and  Persia. 

Notwithftanding  the  war  with  sw^eden  had  con- 
tinued near  twenty  years,  this  a6live  monarch  had 
not  neglecled,  nor  even  fufpended,  the  building  and 
adorning  his.  new  capital.  During  my  abfence  the 
appearance  of  things  were  fo  changed  that  I  could 
fcarce  imagine  myfclf  in  the  fame  place:  fo  furprif- 

ino-  was  the  altejation  in  fo  Ihort  a  time.     Befides, 
t> 

tliis  prince  had  fitted  out  a  navy  of  thirty  fnlps  of 
w^ar,  and  three  hundred  gallies:  enterprifes  which 
might  have  been  the  work  of  ages,  but  not  fuperior: 
to  the  fmgle  induftry  and  activity  of  peter  the  firil. 
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N.AMES  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  PERSONS  WHO  COMPOSED^ 
THE  TRAIN  OF  THE  AMBASSADOR. 

LEOFF  VASSILOVICH  ISMAYLOFF. 

LAURENCE  DE  LANGE,  Secretary  of  the  EmbafTy,. 

IVAN  GLAZUNOFF,  the  AmbafTador's  Secretary.. 

KNEAZ  ALEXANDER  SASECKIN.    • 

NICOLAUS  DE  PAULI  KRESTITZ, 

LUKIAN  NESTEROFF, 

ALEXIE   DIVOFF, 

DAVID  GRAVE, 

The  AUTHOR  of  this  Journai^  J 

GREGORY,.  a  Prieft. 


Gentlfemcn  of  the  Emi- 
balTy. 


Interpreters,  clerks,  .1  band  of  mufic,  valets,  footmen,  &c.  In  all  to  the  number 
of  about  fixty  pcrfons;  befid^s  a  troop  of  twenty  five  dragoons,  for  onr  efcorr 
frcm  TOBOLSK Y  to  TEKiN,  and  back. 
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CHAPTER     I. 

From    ST.   PETERSBURG    tO    TOBOLSKY    the   Capital  of- 

SIBERIA.. 

TTT'HEN  I  arrived  at  st.  Petersburg  from  Ispahan, 
I  met  with  a  very  fenfible  mortification,  on  find- 
ing that  my  very  worthy  friend,  dr.  areskine,  was  no 
more;  he  died  about  fix  weeks  before  my  arrival.  Not 
long  after  which,  upon  being  informed  that  an  en> 
baffy  was  preparing  for  china,  and  that  his  majcfly 
had  nominated  l  e  o  f  f  v  a  s  s  i  l  o  v  i  c  h  i  s  m  a  y  l  o  f  f, 
a  gentleman  of  a  family  very  well  known  and  much 
refpecled  in  russia,  and  a  captain  of  the  guards,  for 
that  employment,  I  became  very  dcfirous  of  making, 
that  journey  in  his  train. 

Upon  my  acquainting  my  very  good  friend,  arte- 
iSiY  PETRovicH  VALENSKY,  with  my  dcfirc,  he,  with- 
out 
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CHAP.  I.  out  lofs  of  time,  recommended  me  to  leoff  vassilo- 
^7^9*  vicH  isMAYLOFF,  the  appointed  ambafTador,  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  produced,  on  all  occafions,  marks  of  friend- 
flilp  and  regard  for  me,  as  well  during  the  journey,  as 
alfo  after  our  return,  untill  he  died  in  1736. 

The  time,  between  my  return  from  Ispahan  and  my 
fetting  out  for  pekin,  1  fpent  with  much  fatisfadion 
with  my  friends  and  acquaintance  at  st.  Petersburg. 
Among  whom  I  efteemed  as  fuch,  not  only  feveral 
worthy  perfons  of  my  own  countrymen,  as  well  in 
trade  as  in  the  fervice  of  his  majefty;  but  alfo  not  a 
few  of  the  Russian  gentry,  to  whom  I  became  known 
on  occafion  of  my  journey  to  persia,  and  of  whom  I 
found  many  to  be  perfons  of  much  worth  and  honour. 
At  lengch  the  prefents  for  the  Emperor  of  china 
being  got  ready,  as  well  as  the  ambalTador  s  difpatch- 
cs,  I  fet  out  from  st.  Petersburg  the  izj.th  of  July, 
1 7151,  in  company  with  MeiTieurs  lange  and  grave, 
attended  by  a  few  fervants;  the  firfl  was  a  native  of 
SWEDEN,  and  the  other  of  courland.     We  travelled 
to  the  city  of  mosco  in  fmall  parties,  the  more  eafily 
to  procure  poll:  horfes.      The  weather  being  very  hot 
obliged  us  to  make  fhort  (tages,  confining  us  moftly 
•to  the  mornings  and  evenings.     Having  in  my  Persi- 
an 
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AN  journal  defcribed  what  is  mod  remarkable  on  tins  chap.  i. 
road,  1  have  nothing  to  add  to  what  I  have  there  ob-  ^Z  ^' 
ferved. 

Nothing  material  happened  during  our  journey  to 
MOSGO,  where  we  arrived  on  the  30th  of  July,  and  join- 
ed the  ambaiTador,  who  had  arrived  there  two  days 
before,  having  palled  us  on  the  road.  We  took  up 
our  lodgings  at  the  houfe  of  Mr.  belayof,  near  the 
triumphal  arch.  Here  we  fpent  five  v/eeks  in  prepar- 
ing barques  to  go  by  water  to  c.\zan,  and  nccefTarics 
for  fo  long  and  unfrequented  a  road.  This  interval 
we  pafTed  very  agreeably,  being  invited  to  all  the  en- 
tertainments the  place  afforded. 

September  c)th,  having  Ihipped  our  baggage,  and 
prepared  every  thing  for  our  departure,  we  went  our- 
felves  on  board;  and,  after  firing  nine  guns,  rowed 
down  the  river  mosco.  There  is  a  fhorter  way  from 
Mosco  to  SIBERIA  through  yaroslave;  but,  as  we  were 
incumbered  with  heavy  baggage,  confiding  chiefly  of 
prefents  from  his  majefty  to  the  emperor  of  china, 
it  was  thought  beft  to  proceed  as  fu-  as  pollible  by 
water. 

Accordingly  Vv^e  continued  our  courfe  down  tlie 
MOSCO  river  to  kolumna,  then  into  die  river  ocka: 

and 
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CHAP.  I.  and  pafTmg  pereslave-resansky,  murum,  and  other 
^7^9-  towns  of  lefs  note,  we  arrived  at  nishna-novogorod, 
fituated  to  the  rioht  hand,  on  a  hio;h  bank  of  the 
ocKA,  at  its  confluence  w4th  the  volga.  Leavino- 
NisHNA,  we  entered  the  river  volga  and  proceeded 
towards  gazan. 

After  a  voyage  of  fix  weeks  we  arrived  at  gazan 
on  the  2  0th  of  061ober.  We  intended  to  have  con- 
tinued our  route  farther  down  the  volga  to  the  river 
KAMA,  which  falls  into  the  volga  about  fixty  verft 
below  GAZAN,  and  then  up  the  Kama  to  solikamsky; 
but  the  advancement  of  the  feafon,  and  the  frofl  com- 
ing on  apace,  made  us  refolve  to  remain  at  gazan  till 
the  winter  fet  in;  lead  we  fliould  run  the  hazard  of 
being  frozen  up  near  fome  uninhabited  place  on  the 

KAMA. 

In  confequence  of  this  refolution  the  barques  were 
difcharged,  and  we  took  up  our  lodgings  in  the  city. 
Here  I  found  many  of  my  old  friends  and  acquain- 
tance, particularly  the  savedish  officers;  among  others, 
general  Hamilton,  general  rosen,  and  baron  avach- 
MAn  er,  who  flill  remained  prifoners  of  war,  regretting 
the  hard  fate  of  their  long  captivity.  We  flaid  here 
about  five  weeks,  waiting  for  the  fnow  falling  to  fmooth 

the 
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the  roads,  and  in  the  mean  time  were  employed  in  chap.t. 
preparing  fledges,  and  other  neceflaries  for  our  jour-  ^  /  ^  9* 
ney.  Having  formerly  made  my  remarks  on  this  route, 
and  particularly  on  cazan  and  its  neighbourhood,  1 
fliall  now  purfue  our  journey  towards  Siberia, 

November  24th,  we  fent  off  the  heavy  baggao-c:  but 
Monfieur  ismayloff,  with  a  fewof  the  gentlemen,  re- 
mained fome  days  longer;  becaufe  it  was  difagreeablc 
travelling  on  rough  roads  with  loaded  fledges.  At  lafl 
on  the  28th,  late  in  the  night,  the  ambaflador  quitted 
cazan,  keeping  to  the  north- eaft ward.  There  beino- 
many  villages  on  the  road  we  changed  horfes  as  often 
as  occafion  required. 

The  29th,  we  travelled  through  woods,  confiding 
chiefly  of  tall  oaks,  fir,  and  birch.  This  part  of  the 
country  is  very  fruitful,  producing  plenty  of  cattle, 
corn,  and  honey.  The  hives  are  not  made  like  thofe 
in  ENGLAND:  the  inhabitants  take  the  trunk  of  a  lime- 
tree,  afpin,  or  any  foft  wood,  of  about  live  or  fix  feet 
long;  having  fcooped  it  hollow,  they  make  a  large  aper- 
ture in  one  fide,  about  a  foot  in  length  and  four  inches 
hroad;  they  then  fix  crofs  rods  within  the  trunk,  for 
the  bees  to  build  upon,  and,  having  done  this,  clofe  up 
the  place  carefully  with  a  board,  leaving  fmall  notches 

VoLo  L  X  fo?: 


iSi  '  A      J  O  U   R   N   E  Y 

CHAP.  I.  for  the  bees  to  go  in  and  out.  Thefe  hives  are  plants 
^7^9-  ed  in  proper  places,  at  the  fide  of  a  wood,  and  tied  to 
a  tree  with  ftrong  wythes,  to  prevent  their  being  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  bears  who  are  great  devourers  of  honey. 
The  wax  and  honey  exported  yearly  from  cazan  make 
a  very  confiderable  article  of  trade.  I  have  feen  above 
an  hundred  hives  near  one  village;  and  was  informed, 
that  they  have  a  method  of  extra6ling  the  honey  and 
wax  without  killing  the  bees,  which  w^ould  certainly  be 
worth  knowing;,  but  I  v/as  told  it  fo  indlilin6tly,  that  I 
could  not  underftand  it,  and  had  no  opportunity  of" 
feeing  it  practifed. 

The  villages,  through  which  we  pafTed,  were  moftly 
inhabited  by  the  tzeremisii  and  tzoowash  tartars, 
whom  I  have  formerly  mentioned.  The  three  following 
days  che  roads  were  rough  and  narrow,  lying  through^, 
dark  w;oods,  interfperfed  v/ith  fome  villages  and  corn- 
fields. We  paffed  the  igk  and  feveral  fmaller  rivers, 
and  then,  the  yiatk a,  a  pretty  large  one^,  all  which  difr 
charge  themfelves  into  the  kama. 

After  a  tedious  journey  of  fix  days,  \ve  came  to  a 
frnall  town  called  klinof,  or- more  commonly  viatka, 
from  the  river  of  that  name  running  near  it,.  The: 
fituation  of  tjiis  place  is  very  plcafaiit,.  having  round 

it. 
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it  corn-fields,  and  fine  pafturc,  and  the  rivers  in  the  ch\p.i. 
neighbourhood  abounding  wich  great  variety  of  fiili.      ^7^9' 

The  country  about  klingf  is  reckoned  fo  proper 
pafturage  for  Ihccp,    that  his  majefty  ordered  fomc 
thoufands  of  German  fheep,  moft  efteenied  for  their 
wool,  to  be  bought  and  fent  thither,  with  a  view  to 
ellabllili  a  manufafi-ory  at  this  place  for  clothino-  his 
army.     He  alfo  caufed  a  german  iliepherd  to  be  en- 
gaged in  his  fervice,  who  is  fettled  here,  and  enjoys  a 
conflderable  falary.     The  flocks  are  already  fo  nume- 
rous, that  I  am  perfuaded  they  will  in  time  anfvver  the 
end  propofed.      A  thoufand  other  inflances  mio-ht  be 
produced  of  the  unbounded  genius  of  this  great  and 
a6live  Prince,  who  fpares  no  expence,  and  overlooks 
nothing  that  can  contribute  either  to  the  honour  or 
advantage  of  his  empire.     I  cannot  omit  another  feem- 
ingly  inconfiderable  article,  I  mean  pump  leather:  this 
commodity  was  formerly  brought  from  England  and 
HOLLAND  at  no  fmall  charge;  to  fave  v/hich,  his  ma- 
jefty gave  orders  to  engage  an  engllsh  tanner  for  a 
certain  number  of  years,  whom  he  fent  to  cazan, 
•where  the  befl  hides  are,  to  teach  the  natives  the  arc 
of  drefTmg  them.     This  fcheme  has  fully  anfwered 
the  end  in  view,  and  produced  abundance,  not  only 
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CHAP.  I.  of  pump  leather,  but  of  every  other  kind  of  leather 

'^^l^'  whereof  that  country  hath  any  need. 

There  being  no  vcrfl  pofts  on  this,  though  on  moft 
other  roads  in  Russia,  I  compute  the  diftance  between 
CAZAN   and  klinof   to  be  about  five  hundred  verfl:; 
each  verft  meafures  one  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fix- 
ty  fix  yards  and  tv/o  feet  English.      Here  I  met  with 
feveral  Swedish  officers,  who  paiTed  a  folitary  life  in  a 
pleafant  and  plentiful  country.      We  halted  one  day 
to  refrelh  ourfelves,  and  the  next,  being  the  5th  of 
December,  we  left  the  baggage  to  follow  leifurely,  and 
fet  out  again  tov/ard  solikamsky.     On  the  7th,  we 
reached  kay-gorod,  a  fmall  town.     We  perceived  the 
cold  becoming  daily  more  intenfc  as  we  proceeded 
northward  along  the  banks  of  the  kama. 
,      The  8ch,  wc  quitted  kay-gorod  in  a  vehement 
cold.     Though  there  was  little  wind  and  a  thick  fog,, 
the  froil  continued  fo  penetrating  that  feveral  of  our 
people,  who  were  mod:  cxpofed,  had  their  fingers  and 
toes  frozen.     Moft  of  them  recovered  by  the  common 
method  of  rubbing  the  numbed  parts  with  fnow:  but 
had  we  not  halted  from  rime  to  time,  at  villao-es  to 
let  them  warm  themfelves,  they  muft  liave  periflied  by 
cold.     On  the.pth,  we. arrived  at  the  tow^n.of  solikam- 
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SKY,  derived  from  sole  fait  and  kama  the  river,  on  chap.i. 
the  banks  of  which  it  is  fituatcd.      Our  arrival  was  a    ^Z^2' 
nioft  agreeable  circumftance,  as  the  piercing  froft  flill 
prevailed. 

SoLiKAMSKY  is  a  large  and  populous  town,  and  the 
capital  of  a  province  of  that  name;  which  is  at  prefenc 
annexed  to  the  government  of  Siberia.  Its  fituation 
is  very  pleafiint,  upon  the  eaftern  bank  of  the  kama. 
This  river  is  of  great  fame  in  thefe  parts  of  the  world. 
It  rifes  far  to  the  north,  and,  in  its  courfe,  receives  the 
PARMA,  piLVA,  KOYVA,  and  many  other  rivers,  v/hich 
together  form  a  mighty  ftream,  very  nearly  equal  to 
the  VOLGA;  into  which  it  difcharges  itfelf,  about  fixty 
verfl:  below  the. city  of  cazan,.  and  lofes  its  name.  Its^ 
long  couife  to  the  fouth-wxf]:  is  now  turned  lliort,  by 
the  current  of  the  volga,  and  carried  toward  the 
fouch-eaft.  The  kama  is  well  ftored  with  variety  of  ' 
excellent  fifli.  On  the  banks  are  fine  corn-fields  and 
pafture-grounds ;  but  often  interrupted  by  thick  woods,' 
efpccially  to  the  north.  Thefe  woods  arc  flocked  with 
different  kinds  of  game,  and  wild  hearts,  natural  to  the 
climate. 

SoLiKAMSKY  IS  famous  for  having  many  falt-pits  in 
its  neighbourhood,  the  property  of  my  worthy  friend 

Baron 
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ciiAP.T.  Baron  stroganof,  by  virtue  of  a  grant  from  his  ma- 
^1^9'  jefty.  The  Baron  has  brought  thefe  works  to  fuch 
perfection,  that  he  is  able  to  ferve  all  Russia  with  fait; 
and  could  bcfides  furnidi  a  confiderable  quantity  for 
exportation,  were  there  any  demand.  The  fait  is  of 
a  brownifh  colour,  and  very  good  of  the  kind. 

The  common  method  of  procuring  this  fait  is  as 
follows:  They  dig  pits  in  the  earth  till  they  come  to 
the  falt-rock,  which  feems  to  ly  in  thefe  parts  at  a 
certain  diftance  from  the  furface,  as  coals  do  in  other 
places  of  the  world.  When  the  pit  is  finilhed,  it  is  na- 
turally, and  of  courfe,  filled  with  water;  which  fliand- 
ing  for  a  convenient  time,  till  it  is  fufficiently  impreg- 
nated with  the  fait,  is  then  drawn  out  with  pumps  and 
other  engines,  and  put  into  large  iron  caldrons,  where 
it  is  boiled  to  a  proper  confiftence;  v/hen,  the  water 
being  evaporated,  the  fait  is  left  upon  the  bottom. 

I  was  informed  of  another  curious  and  extraordi- 
nary procefs,  by  which  they  draw  falt-water  from  a 
frefh-water  river,  which  I  cannot  omit  taking  notice 
of.  In  the  rivers  near  this  place  there  is  a  mixture 
of  falt-watcr  arifing  from  the  fprings,  which  either 
have  their  fource  in  the  fait- rocks,  or  run  through 
them:  it  is  the  bufmcfs  of  the  inhabitants  to  difco- 

ver 
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vcr  the  places  where  chcfc  fprings  empty  chemfelves  chap.i. 
into  the  rivers,  which  they  do  by  diving,  or  fome  other  ^7^9- 
manner;  having  done  this,  they  make  a  large  frame 
of  llrong  thick  balks  or  beams  joined  very  clofe,  about 
fifteen  or  twenty  feet  fciuauc,  and  of  depth  enouo-h  to 
reach  the  bottom  of  the  river,  v/hile  part  of  ic  re- 
mains above  the  furface;  when  the  ice  is  very  (Ironn- 
they  fink  this  machine  into  the  river,  over  the  place 
where  the  fait  fpring  iflucs,  and  drive  (Irong  piles  of 
wood  all  around,  to  hinder  its  being  forced  from  tliis 
pofition  by  the  current,  or  by  floating  ice  in  the  end 
of  winter.  During  the  v/inter  they  draw  out  all  the 
water,  mud  and  find,  contained  withia  the  machine, 
and  link  it  ftill  deeper  until  it  hath  penetrated  the 
bottom  of  the  channel  of  the  river,  and  prevented  all 
further  communication  between  it  and  the  fait  fprino-:. 
the  frame  is  now  filled  only  with  the  fait- water,  iflliino- 
from  the  fpring,  from  whence  it  is  drawn,  and  the  falc 
extracted  as  formerly  defcribed. 

However  tedious  and  cxpenfive  this  proccfs  may 
feem,  thefc  people  perform  it  vvith  great  readincfs  and 
eafe;  and,  what  is  flill  more  extraordinary,  without 
regular  initrudion  in  any  art  fubfervicnt  to  that  pur- 
pofe,  but  by  the  mere  force  of  natural  genius.      The 

Baron 
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CHAP.  I.  Baron  has  a  greac  number  of  hands  conftandy  ein~ 
^7^9'  ployed  in  this  fervice.     And  the  woods  for  fewel  are 
incxhauftible. 

When  the  fait  is  made,  it  is  laid  up  in  granaries,  till 
the  feafon  of  tranfporting  it  to  mosgo,  st.  Petersburg 
and  other  places:  the  barques,  for  this  purpofe,  called 
by  the  Russians  Lodia,  are  of  a  conftruclion  fomewhat 
uncommon.     I  have  feen  fome  of  them  longer  and 
broader  than  any  firft  rate  man  of  war  in  England, 
and  not  one  iron- nail  in  the  whole  fabrick.     All  of 
them  are  flat-bottomed,  having  one  tall  tree  for  a 
maft,  and  a  fail  of  light  canvafs  in  proportion.      To 
manage  this  mighty  machine,  fix  or  eight  hundred 
men  are  neceflary;  the  rudder  is  nearly  as  long  as  the 
barque;  and  fo  unwieldy,  that  fometimes  it  requires 
forty  or  fifty  men  to  fleer  it.      They  load  thefe  fhips 
very  deep,  and  let  them  float  down  the  kama  into  the 
VOLGA;  v;here,  if  the  wind  is  not  favourable,  they  are 
obliged  to  draw  them,  againft  the  ftream,  to  the  place 
of  their  deflination. 

I  cannot  leave  solikamsky  without  mentionine  the 
rich  iron-mines  in  the  country  adjacent,  at  kathena- 
BURG,  and  other  places  of  that  diftri6l,  which  produce 
iron,  equal  perhaps  in  quality  to  the  befl  in  the' world. 

Tlxefe 
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Thefe  works  have  of  late  been  brought  to  great  per-  chap.t. 
fedion,  by  the  skill  and  indefiitigable  induflry  of  Mr.  ^J^^.' 
DEMiDOF,  a  native  of  Russia,  enabled  and  encouraged 
to  carry  them  on  by  a  beneficial  grant  from  his  ma- 
jefly;  who  is  always  ready  to  afTill:  and  protect  thofe, 
who,  by  their  ingenuity,  form  projects  to  the  advan- 
tage of  his  country. 

Thefe  works,  I  am  informed,  are  ftill  capable  of 
great  improvement.  The  ore  is  very  good,  and  rifes 
in  many  places  to  the  very  furface  of  the  earth,  and 
may  be  dug  at  a  fmall  expence.  As  for  wood  to 
fmelt  it,  no  place  in  the  world  can  have  greater  ad- 
vantage. Befides,  all  the  machines  may  be  driven  by 
water;  and  there  is  an  eafy  communication  by  the  ri- 
vers, to  ST.  PETERSBURG  for  exportation,  and  to  many 
other  parts  of  Russia,  for  inland  confumption. 

In  thefe  mines  are  often  found  magnets  of  various 
fizes.  I  have  feen  fome  of  them  very  large,  and  of 
hio;h  virtue. 

There  are  feveral  other  iron-works  in  Russia;  for 
inftance,  at  tula,  olonitz,  and  other  places;  but  the 
metal  is  of  an  inferior  quality  to  that  of  Siberia.  Be- 
fides thefe  of  iron,  there  are  alfo  rich  mines  of  excel- 
lent copper  at  this  place,  which,  being  lately  difcover- 
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GHAP.i.  ed,  arc  capable  of  great  improvement.     The  copper- 

^21^'  ^^'^  ^^^^  ^''^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^y  f^irf^ce. 

In  the  ncifj-hbourhood  of  solikamsky  is  found  the 
folTd  called  asbeftos;  of  which  is  made  a  kind  of  cloth 
like  linen,  that  may  be  put  into  the  fire  and  taken  out 
aeain  unconfumed.  This  cloth  was  known  amonir 
the  ancients,  and  ufcd  by  them  on  feveral  occafions. 
At  prefent,  it  goes  by  the  name  of  the  incombuftible 
linen. 

The  asbeftos,  like  many  both  curious  and  ufefub 
difcoveries,  was  found  out  by  mere  accident  in  thefe 
parts.  I  fhall  briefly  relate  in  what  manner:  A  cer- 
tain huntfman  being  about  to  load  his  fowling-piece, 
and  wanting  wadding,  obferved  a  gr^at  ftone  in  the 
woods,  v/hich  feemcd  to  havefome  flakes  upon  it  like 
loofe  threcds;  he  foon  found  that  by  rubbing  it  turn- 
ed into  a  foft  downy  fubftance  fit  for  his  ufe:  he  there- 
fore filled  his  pocket  with  it;,  but  having  fired  his 
piece,  was  furprifed  to  fee  that  the  gun-powder  had 
no  efrecl  upon  the  wadding:  this  raifed  his  curiofity 
fo  far,  that  he  kindled  a  fire  on  purpofe,  into  which 
he  put  the  asbeftos;  but  ftill  took  it  out  in  tire,  and 
of  the  fam.e  ufe  as  formerly:  this  exoeriment  fo  frio-ht- 
ened  the  poor  fportfman,  that  he  imagined  the  devil 

had 
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had  taken  poflefTion  of  the  folTil.     On  recurnlng  home,  chap.  r. 
he  narrated  what  had  happened  to  the  priefl:  of  the^  ^Z^^' 
parifli;  who,  amazed  at  the  relation,  repeated  it  fo  fre- 
quently, that,  at  laft,  he  told  it  to  a  perfon  who  was 
acquainted  with  that  quality  peculiar  to  the  asbellosj 
and,  on  examination,  found  the  flakes  to  be  that  fofTiI. 

The  weather  is  much  colder  at  solikamsky  than 
at  other  places  fituated  feveral  degrees  nearer  to  the 
north  pole;  perhaps  its  great  diftance  from  any  part 
of  the  ocean  may  be  partly  the  caufe  of  the  excefTive 
cold  which  fometimes  prevails. 

December  loth,  the  ambaffador  took  port  horfes, 
and  fet  out  for  tobolsky,  leavinQ-  the  bao-^a^e  to  fol- 
low  as  fliould  be  mod  convenient.  About  midnio-ht 
we  came  to  a  vllla2;e  called  martins ky:  here  havino- 
changed  horfes,  we  foon  reached  the  mountains  nam- 
ed verchatursky-gory,  where  we  found  the  fnow 
very  deep,  and  a  ftrong  froft  ftill  continued.  We  kept 
on  our  journey,  afcending  and  defcending  thefe  high 
and  deep  mountains  for  the  fpace  of  fifteen  hours. 
In  fuch  of  the  valleys  as  are  fit  for  culture,  are  found 
RUSSIAN  villages  well  peopled.  And,  where  the  woods 
are  cut  down,  there  appeared  a  beautiful  landskip, 
even  at  this  bleak  feafon. 

Y  2  Thefe 
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CHAP.  I.       Thefe  mountains  divide  Russia  from  sibkria.  They 
^7^9*  run  in  a  ridge  from  north  to  fouth,  inclining  a  little 
to  the  eaft  and  weft  of  thcfe  points.      They  are  quite 
covered  with  wood,  confifting  of  tall  firs  of  different 
kinds,  larinxes,  birch,  and  other  trees  natural  to  the 
climate;  and  abound  with  game  and  various  kinds  of 
wild  beafts.     Their  length,  from  north  to  fouth,  I  can- 
not afcertain;  but  compute  their  breadth,  where  we 
paffed,  to  be  about  forty  English  miles.     But  they 
are  not  near  fo  high  as  the  mountains  I  have  feen  m 
PERSIA,  and  other  parts  of  the  world. 

Having  paffed  thcfe  mountains,  we  defcended,   on 
the  I  ith,  into  a  country  finely  varied  with  plains  and 
nCin^y  erounds,  intcrfperfed  with  woods,  villages,  corn- 
fields,  and  padurage;  and,  in  the  evening,  reached  the 
town  called  verchaturia,  from  vcrch  which  fignifies 
hi^^-h,  and  tuka  the  name  of  the  river  on  which  the 
towq  ftands.      This  river  is  navigable,  and  runs  to  the 
eaft  till  it  difcharQies  itfclf  into  the  tobol.      Vercha- 
Ti^^RiA  is  pleafantly  fituared  upon  a  rifing  ground,  and 
fortified  with  a  ditch  and  palifades.     It  is  governed  by 
a  commandant,  who  has  under  him  a  garrifon,  confift- 
ino-  of  fome  regular  troops  and  coffacks.     What  makes 
VERCHATURIA  confidcrable,  is  its  being  a  frontier  town, 

and 
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and  commanding  the  only  entry  from  russia  into  si-  chap. i. 
BERiA.  Here  is  a  cuftom-houfc,  where  all  merchants  ^^^^' 
are  obliged  to  make  entry  of  what  fums  of  money  or 
merchandife  they  carry  into  sibkria,  or  from  Siberia 
into  RUSSIA;  on  all  which  is  charged  a  duty  of  ten  per 
cent  to  his  majedy.  Though  this  impoft  may  appear 
high,  it  is  really  very  moderate,  confidering  the  profits 
which  the  trade  yields,  and  it  extends  only  to  the  mo- 
ney to  be  employed  in  traffick;  for  every  merchant  is 
allowed  a  certain  fum  for  his  expences,  free  of  all  duty. 
The  country,  adjacent  to  verchaturia,  is  inhabi- 
ted by  a  race  of  people  called  vogullitz,  who  differ 
in  language,  drefs,  and  manners,  from  any  nation  I 
ever  faw.  Their  features  and  perfons  have  a  refem- 
blance  of  the  tzoowashians  near  cazan.  They  have 
fome  obfcure  notions  of  the  Deity;  and  are  very  fond 
of  a  kind  of  wizards  called  shamans,  whom  they  hold 
in  great  efteem.  I  fliall  have  occafion  to  fpcak  more 
fully  of  thefe  s  h  a  ma  n  s  afterwards .  The  vogullitz 
know  nothino;  of  aL^riculture;  but  live  in  huts  in  the 
woods,  and  fubfift  by  hunting  and  fiihing.  They  are 
an  honeft  inoffcnfive  people,  but  not  very  numerous; 
arifmg  perhaps  from  their  unfocial  and  uncomfortable 
manner  of  life.     The  archbifliop  of  tobglsky  hath 

of 
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CHAP  I.  of  late,  by  his  pious  labours,  converted  many  of  them 
^7^9*  to  CHRISTIANITY;  who  uow  begin  to  build  houfes,  and 
cultivate  fome  appearance  of  fociety;  and,  probably,  in 
time,  the  reft  will  follow  fo  laudable  an  example:  this 
however  will  depend  much  on  the  encouragement  they 
meet  with,  from  the  clergy  and  fubgovernors  of  pro- 
vinces. I  vifited  them  as  often  as  any  opportunity 
offered,  both  in  their  huts  and  houfes,  and  endeavour- 
ed to  procure  fome  information  about  their  original, 
or  from  whence  they  came  to  fettle  in  thefe  northern 
parts;  but  could  obtain  nothing  fatisfa6lory  on  either 
of  thefe  heads. 

Before  w^e  enter  Siberia,  it  will  not  be  perhaps  im- 
proper to  give  a  (liort  account  of  the  fingular  manner 
in  wliich  this  mod  extenfive  country  was  difcovered  by 

the  RUSSIANS. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  laft  century,  a  certain 
DON-cossACK,  named  yarmak  timotheovitz,  being 
oblio-ed,  by  fome  accident,  to  leave  his  native  coun- 
try, and  having  no  means  of  fubfiftence,  he,  with  a 
few  accomplices,  betook  themfelves  to  robbing  on  the 
highways.  He  foon  became  famous  and  powerful;  for 
he  robbed  only  the  rich;  and,  by  a  generofity  uncom- 
mon in  fuch  a  charader,  liberally  bcftowed  to  fuch  as 

v/ere 
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were  in  wane.  He  never  killed,  nor  even  hurc  any  chap.  i. 
pcrfon,  unlefs  compelled  to  fiich  outrages  In  his  own  ^"7^9* 
defence.  This  behaviour  fo  raifed  his  reputation,  that 
all  the  idle  fellows  in  the  country  cnliltcd  themfclves 
in  his  gang,  proud  to  follow  fo  brave  and  entcrprifing 
a  leader.  He  became  at  laft  fo  troublcfome  that  the 
governors  of  the  fouthern  provinces  fent  out  troops 
to  apprehend  him;  but,  being  previoufly  informed  of 
the  defign,  he  withdrew  from  the  land,  and  procuring 
boats  upon  the  volga,  commenced  pirate  on  that 
river.  Beino^  attacked  here  alfo,  he  was  forced  to  crofs 
the  CASPIAN  fea,  and  fhelter  himfclf  on  the  Persian 
iliore,  where  he  paffed  fome  time  under  the  difguife 
of  a  merchant.  Being  again  difcovered,  he  was  oblig- 
ed-by  the  PERSIANS  to  quit  their  coaft:  and  now  his 
only  refuge  was  to  return  to  the  v  o  l  g  a,  v;here  he 
behaved  with  great  circumfpe6i:ion,  often  lurking  in 
Vv'oods  and  villages;  and,  being  in  no  want  of  money, 
paid  the  inhabitants  liberally  for  every  thing  he  need- 
ed. Forefeeino;  however  that  fuch  a  numerous  2:ann; 
could  not  be  long  concealed,  he  took  the  refolution 
of  leaving  the  volga,  and  (leered  his  courfe  up  the 
river  kama,  at  tjiat  time  little  frequented  by  the  Rus- 
sians, or  any  other  nation;  here  he  hoped  to  fmd,  at 

leail. 
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CHAP.T.  leaf!:,  a  fafe  retreat  during  the  winter.  Yarmak,  there- 
^7^9*  fore,  with  his  followers,  amounting  to  the  number  of 
two  hundred,  continued  their  voyage  up  the  kama,  till 
they  were  flopped  by  the  ice,  at  no  great  diftance  from 
a  laro-e  village,  now  belonging  to  Baron  stroganof. 
The  inhabitants  were  alarmed  at  the  fight  of  fo  many 
armed  men,  whom  they  were  not  able  to  oppofe,  and 
therefore  gave  them  an  hofpitable  reception.  Yar- 
MAK  demanded  only  provifions,  and  winter  quarters, 
for  his  money,  promifing  to  leave  them  unmolefted 
next  fpring.  In  confequence  of  this  declaration,  he 
and  his  followers  paffed  the  winter  very  quietly  in  this 
remote  place;  afraid,  however,  at  the  approach  of  fum- 
mer,  of  being  difcovered  by  the  government,  and  un- 
certain what  courfe  to  fleer;  it  was  at  lafl  determined 
to  crofs  the  mountains  of  verchaturia,  and  go  to  the 
eaflward,  in  hopes  of  finding  fome  inhabited  country; 
or,  at  leaft,  a  fafe  retreat. 

Having  pafled  the  mountains,  they  arrived  at  the 
river  tur;  and,  finding  it  navigable,  foon  made  a  fuifi- 
cient  number  of  canoes  for  the  whole  gang.  After 
rowing  for  fome  days  down  the  tur,  they  difcovered 
feveral  villaQ-es  of  Mahometan  tartars,  who  were  fur- 
prifed  at  the  fight  of  fuch  a  number  of  ftrangers;  of 

whom 
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whom  they  had  before  never  fo  much  as  heard.  Yar-  cuap.i. 
MAK  having  got  what  intelHgcnce  he  could  procure  ^7^9* 
of  the  fituation  and  government  of  the  country,  pur 
fued  his  voyage  to  the  river  tobol  ;  where  he  found 
the  towns  populous,  and  the  land  well  cultivated.  His 
approach  alarmed  the  king  of  the  tartars,  who  af- 
femblcd  a  numerous  body  of  horfe  and  foot,  armed 
with  bows  and  arrows,  lances,  and  other  fuch  wea- 
pons, with  whom  our  adventurer  had  many  skirmifli- 
€S,  and  defeated  great  multitudes  by  means  of  his  fire- 
arms; which  had  never  before  been  known  in  thefe 
parts.  The  poor  tartars  Vvxre  as  much  amazed, 
and  terrified,  az  the  fight  of  the  Russians  and  their 
arms,  as  the  inhabitants  of  Mexico  on  the  arrival  of 
the  SPANIARDS  in  America;  to  which  Siberia  may,  in 
many  refpedls,  be  compared. 

Yarmak,  finding  his  enemies  daily  more  numerous, 
the  nearer  he  approached  the  refidence  of  the  tartar 
king;  having  alfo  loft  many  of  his  men,  in  continual 
encounters,  and  fpent  the  greateft  part  of  his  ammu- 
nition ;  knowing,  befides,  of  no  place  of  fafety,  where 
he  might  pafs  the  winter,  which  is  both  lono-  and  fe- 
vere  in  this  quarter;  at  laft  determined  to  retreat.  He 
therefore  fleered  his  courfe  to  the  weft,  up  the  tobol 

Vol.  I.  Z 
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CHAP.  I.  and  TUR  rivers.  The  furious  tartars  gave  him  no 
17^9*  reil,  buc  haralTed  him  perpetually  fromx  the  banks. 
He  himfclf  and  few  more  efcaped,  with  a  confiderable 
booty,  and  returned  to  the  village  where  they  winter- 
ed the  preceeding  year.  The  inhabitants,  on  feeing 
the  rich  furs  and  other  fpoils,  gave  them  a  welcome 
reception.  And  yarmak  did  not  forget  to  difpenfe 
his  favours  liberally,  among  thofe  who  had  entertain- 
ed him  in  his  diftrefs,  when  he  fled  from  juftice. 

Our  adventurer  had  now  time  to  reflect  on  his  mi- 
{erable  circumftances.  He  confidered,  that  his  lurk- 
ing in  thefe  parts,  though  remote  from  any  town, 
could  not  be  long  a  fecret;  to  make  another  attempt 
agalnfl:  the  tartars  with  a  handful  of  men,  ill  pro- 
vided with  arms  and  ammunition,  might  perhaps  be 
ruinous,  and  certainly  unfuccefsful.  He  therefore  re- 
folved  to  fubmit  himfelf  to  his  majefty's  clemency,  in 
hopes  of  obtaining  a  gracious  pardon  for  himfelf  and 
his  accomplices,  on  condition  of  pointing  out  the  way 
to  a  rich  and  eafy  conquefl:  of  a  country  v/liich  he  had 
lately  difcovered.  The  propofil  was  made  at  courc 
by  a  friend,  and  was  of  too  great  importance  to  be 
neglected.  In  lliort,  yarmak  was  brought  to  mosgo, 
\mdcx  a  fafc  conducl,  v/here  "he  communicated  the. 

whole 
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whole  affair.  He  begged  his  majefty's  pardon,  and  ask-  chap.i. 
cd  a  certain  number  of  troops,  which  he  promifcd  to  ^^* 
lead  to  a  glorious  conqucft.  His  majefty  granted  him 
a  pardon,  approved  of  the  expedition,  and  gave  imme- 
diate orders  for  the  troops  to  attend  him.  They 
marched  to  solikamsky,  where  they  paffcd  the  win- 
ter in  making  preparations  for  the  cnterprize,  which 
was  to  be  undertaken  in  the  fpring. 

During  this  interval,  yarmak  behaved  with  furprlf- 
ing  prudence  and  aflivity,  and  difcovered  himfelf  to 
be  a  pcrfon  of  uncommon  genius.  He  collected  fuch 
of  his  former  followers  as  remained,  and  formed  them 
into  a  company,  in  whom  he  could  confide  on  all  oc- 
cafions. 

At  the  proper  feafon,  the  troops  fet.  out  towards 
SIBERIA.  On  coming  into  the  inhabited  part  of  the 
country,  they  found  many  flraggling  parties  of  tar- 
tars in  arms,  ready  to  oppofe  them,  and  a  number  of 
boats  upon  the  rivers,  full  of  armed  men:  the  king  of 
the  TARTARS  himfelf  was  on  board  one  of  thefe  vef- 
fels.  This  expedition  was  of  fliort  duration;  and,  in 
the  iffje,  fully  anfwered  the  expedations  of  tlie  Rus- 
sians. I  cannot  omit  a  few  particulars  of  the  lad: 
adlion.     The  tartars  in  the  boats,  being  purfued  by 

Z   2  the 
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CHAP. I.  the  RUSSIANS,  a  battle  enfued  on  the  river  Irtish-; 
ij7ij>.  Yarmak,  obferving  the  king's  barge,  ordered  his  crew 
to  board  her;  which  he  endeavouring  to  do  at  the  head 
of  his  men,  jumped  fliort,  fell  into  the  river,  and  was 
drowned;  to  the  great  grief  of  all  his  followers.  Thus 
fell  poor  YARMAK  I  Notwithftanding  this  misfortune, 
the  RUSSIANS  gained  a  complete  victory.  The  brave 
kino-  of  the  tartars  loft  his  life  in  the  action.  His 
fon  and  the  reft  of  the  royal  family  v/ere  taken  prifo- 
ners,  and  fent  to  mosco;  where  they  were  honourably 
received  by  the  Czar,  and  treated  according  to  their 
quality.  The  prince  had  an  extenfive  property  grant- 
ed him  in  RUSSIA;  which  the  family  enjoys  to  this  day, 
tooethcr  with  the  title  of  Sibirsky  Czarevitz,  or  Prince 
of  sibkria;  vvhich,  i  believe,  is  a  more  generous  treat- 
ment of  the  conquered  than  any  of  the  mighty  mo* 

narchs  of  pfru  or  Mexico,  or  any  of  their  lineage3. 

have  experienced. 

December  iith,  we  left  verchaturia,  In  deep 

fnow.      The  cold  v/as  exceilive,  and  the  sky  clear. 
Next  day,  wc  came  to  a  large  village,  having  a  fev/ 

of  the  voGULLiTz  tartars  in  the  neighbourhood"; 

and,  the  13th,  arrived  at  the  town  of  epantshin. 

From  verchaturia  to  this  place  the  country  is- moft- 
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ly  covered  with  woods.      About  the  villages  there  arc  chap.i. 
large  plains,  for  corn  or  pafturage.     The  cattle  are  in   ^7  ^^• 
good  condition.      The  horfcs,   particularly,  being  of 
the  TARTAR  breed,  are  larger,  and  better  Ihapcd  thaa 
ordinary,  and  fit  for  any  ufc. 

Epantshin  is  but  a  fmall  place,  fortified  with  a 
ditch  and  palifades,  and  defended  by  a  few  foldiers  in 
garrifon.  This  place  is  fometimes  alarmed  with  in- 
Gurfions  of  the  tartars,  called  kossatsiiy-orda,  and 
KARA-KALPACKs;  but  the  RUSSIANS  havc  of  late  fo  for- 
tified their  froatiers,  that  thefe  rovers  appear  feldomer 
than  formerly.  Both  thefe  tribes  are  Mahometans,. 
live  always  in  tents,  and  fpread  themfelves,  with  their 
flocks,  in  the  great  defert;  both  are  very  numerous, 
and  own  fubjedion  to  different  chiefs,  v*/hom  they  cali 
Batteer,  which  fignifies  a  hero.  Thefe  are  cliofcn  by. 
themfelves,  and  are  the  moft  famous  among  them  for 
their  abilities  in  military  exploits.  They  are  at  con- 
tinual war  with  the  Kalmucks,  who  inhabit  along  the.- 
VOLGA,,  and  with  all  their  other  neighbours.  They 
are  not  able  to  Hand  againfl  regular  troops;  and,  when 
attacked  by  them,  retire  into  the  wide  defert,  with 
their  families  and  cattle;  whither  none,  but  people  ac- 
cull:om,ed  to  their  manner  of  life^  can. follow  them. . 

Th<- 
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CHAP.  I.  The  country  of  the  kara-kalpacks^  or  black-caps, 
]2l^'  fo  called  from  a  kind  of  caps  they  commonly  wear  turn- 
ed up  with  black  lamb-skins,  lies  to  the  fouth-weft,  to- 
wards tlie  VOLGA.  That  of  the  kossatshy-orda  ex- 
tends to  the  fouth-eaft,  as  far  as  the  river  irtish. 
The  courfe  of  this  river  I  fliall  have  occafion  to  men- 
tion afterwards. 

The  14th,  we  came  to  a  pretty  large  town,  called 
TUMEX,  fituated  upon  the  north  bank  of  the  river 
TUMA,  from  whence  the  place  takes  its  name.  The 
banks  of  the  tuma  are  high  and  fteep.  There  is  a 
very  convenient  wooden-bridge  at  this  place.  The 
TU!\L\  has  its  fource  far  to  the  weft;  and,  in  its  courfe, 
is  augmented  by  the  tura,  and  feveral  other  rivers. 
It  continues  to  run  to  the  eaft,  till,  meetino-  with  the 
TOBOL,  it  lofcs  itfelf  and  name. 

The  country  between  epantshin  and  tumen  be- 
gins to  be  more  open,  and  better  peopled,  than  that 
weftvs^ard  of  thefc  places.  For,  befides  the  russlans, 
%vho  make  the  grcatcfl  part  of  the  inhabitants,  we  met 
with  feveral  villages  inhabited  by  the  defcendents  of 
the  ancient  Mahometans,  who  were  natives  of  thefe 
places.  Thefe  tartars  fubfift  by  agriculture;  and 
pafs  their  lives  without  care  or  difturbance,  in  the 

free 
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free  exercife  of  their  religion  and  ochcr  prlvilco-<-s.  chap.i. 
TuMEN  is  a  pretty  neat  place,  and  well  fortified.  ^Z^2' 
The  ftreets  are  fpacious,  and  the  houfes  built  in  a 
flraight  line.  The  adjacent  country  is  covered  with 
line  woods,  interfpcrfcd  with  villages,  corn  liclds,  and 
pafturage;  and  provifions  of  all  kinds  are  very  plenti- 
ful. The  merchants  of  this  place  have  a  confiderable 
trade  in  furs,  particularly  the  skins  of  foxes  and  fquir- 
rels;  which,  indeed,  are  not  fo  valuable  here  as  they 
are  to  the  eaftward. 

Early  on  the  15th,  we  left  this  place,  keeping  on 
our  courfe  along  the  banks  of  the  tuma,  till  we  arriv- 
ed at  the  river  tobol,  which  we  croffcd,  and  proceed- 
ed along  the  eaftern  bank,  through  a  fine  country,  and 
well  peopled.  Though  thcfroft  flill  continued  flron^ 
it  was  not  near  fo  violent  and  piercing  as  about  soli- 
kamsky;  which  may  proceed  from  the  woods  beinf>' 
cut  down  and  the  country  cultivated.  On  the  other 
fide  of  the  river,  indeed,  the  face  of  the  country  ap- 
peared flat  and  morally,  abounding  with  tall  and  dark 
woods. 

The  1 6th,  about  noon,  we  wcie  in  fight  of  the  city 
of  TOBOLSK  Y,  tliough  difiaut  from  us  about  twenty 
ENGLISH  miles.     It  ftands  upon  a  very  high  bank  of 
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CHAP. I.  the  TOBOL.  The  walls  are  white;  and  the  croiTes  and 
^7^9*  cupolas  of  the  churches  guilded,  and  make  a  very  fine 
appearance.  About  two  o'clock,  we  arrived  fafe  at 
the  city  of  tobolsky,  the  capital  of  this  mighty  pro- 
vince, and  the  refidence  of  the  governor.  We  lodg- 
ed in  the  broad-flreet,  leading  to  the  governor's  palace 
and  the  courts  of  juftice. 

We  travelled  between  tumen  and  tobolsky,  about 
tv/o  hundred  and  fifty  verft,  in  the  fpace  of  thirty 
hours.  Sledges  are  the  moft  fimple  and  convenient 
machines  for  travelling  on  fnow  that  can  be  imagined. 
And  the  perfon  in  the  fledge  may  either  fit,  or  ly  a- 
long  upon  the  couch,  according  to  his  inclination, 

C  H  A  P  T  E  R     II. 

Occurrences  at  tob ol  s  k  v ;  Obfervatiojis  on  the  Kalmucks,  6"^'. 
and  journey  continued  to  tomsky. 

'T'OBOLSKY  is  fituated  in  latitude  fifty  eight  de- 
grees  forty  minutes  north,  at  the  conflux  of  the 
IRTISH  and  TOBOL.  From  this  lafl:  the  city  has  its 
name.  Both  thefe  rivers  are  navigable  for  feveral  hun- 
dred miles  above  this  place.  The  irtish,  after  receiv- 
ing the  TOBOL,  becomes  a  noble  ftrcam,  and  difcharg- 

es 
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es  itfelf  into  the  oby.     This  fituation  was  chofen  by  chap.  ir. 
the  RUSSIANS,  both  for  its  ftrength  and  beauty.     For-   ^/^9' 
merly  the  tartar  princes  had  their  abode  at  a  place 
about  thirty  verjft  fouth  from  tobolsky,  which  i$  now 
negle6led  and  ruinous. 

Tobolsky  is  fortified  with  a  ftrong  brick- wall,  hav- 
ing fquare  towers  and  baftlons  at  proper  diftances ;  and 
is  well  furnlflied  with  military  (lores.  Within  the 
town  ftand  the  governor's  palace,  courts  of  juftice,  fe- 
veral  churches  built  of  brick,  particularly  a  large  ca- 
thedral, and  the  palace  of  the  archbifhop.  From  the 
walls  you  have  a  very  extenfive  profpecl  of  a  fine  coun- 
try, efpecially  to  the  fouth.  To  the  weft  the  land  is  alfo 
flat,  and  overgrown  with  tall  woods.  The  inhabitants 
are  chiefly  Russians,  of  different  profelFions;  many  of 
them  are  merchants,  and  very  rich,  by  the  profitable 
trade  they  carry  on  to  the  borders  of  china,  and  ma- 
ny places  of  their  own  country. 

Thefe  live  moftly  upon  the  hill.  Under  the  hill  in 
the  fuburbs,  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  are  feveral 
large  ftreets,  called  the  TARTAR-streets,  occupied  by 
the  remains  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  thcfe  parts. 
Here,  as  at  other  places,  thefe  people  enjoy  the  free 
exercife  of  their  religion,  and  the  privilcdf>-es  of  trade. 

Vol.  I.  A  a  They 
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CHAP.  II.  They  refemble,  in  their  perfons,  religion,  language, 
^7^9-  and  manners,  the  tartars  of  gazan  and  astRx^chan. 
Their  houfes  are  very  cleanly.  They  are  very  courte- 
ous to  ftrangers,  and  efteemed  honefl:;  on  which  ac- 
count they  get  great  credit  in  their  commercial  affairs. 
Befides  the  fortification,  formerly  mentioned,  about 
the  town,  the  whole  fuburbs  are  furrounded  with  a 
ditch  and  palifades. 

When  we  were  at  tobolsky,  Siberia  was  fuperin- 
tended  by  Mr.  petrof  solovoy,  vice  governor,  a  per-* 
fon  well  acquainted  with  the  bufinefs  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  a  captain  of  the  guards.  The  former  go- 
vernor, KNEAz  GAGARIN,  had  incurrcd  his  majefly's 
difpleafure  and  was  recalled;  and  his  fuccefTor,  kneaz 
ALEXiE  MicHAYLOviTZ  CHERKASKY,  a  noblcman  wor- 
thy of  fuch  an  important  trufl,  was  not  yet  arrived^ 

As  in  moft  other  towns,  through  which  we  paiTed^ 
we  found  here  many  Swedish  officers  of  diflinffion ; 
among  others,  Monfieur  dittmar,  formerly  fecretary 
to  CHARLES  XII.  king  of  SWEDEN.  He  was  a  native 
of  LIVONIA,  and  equally  efteemed  for  his  probity  and 
capacity.  He  was  much  refpecled  by  the  late  gover- 
nor; who,  indeed,  v/as  a  friend  to  all  thefe  unfortunate 
p-entlemen.  They  were  allowed  to  walk  about  at  large. 
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a  hunting  or  fifhing,  and  even  permitted  to  travel  to  chap.  11. 
other  places  to  vifit  their  countrymen.     For  my  part,     ^  ^  9' 
I  think  the  greatefl  favour  Jiis  majeily  fliewcd  thefe 
prifoners,  was  the  cantoning  them  in  thefe  parts;  where 
they  may  live  well  at  fmall  expence,  and  enjoy  all  the 
liberty  that  perfons  in  their  crcumflances  can  expecl. 

I  cannot  but  obfervc,  that  the  sav  kdish  prifoners, 
dlfperfcd  in  mofi:  of  the  towns  in  this  country,  contri- 
buted nor  a  little  ro  zhc  civilizing  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  dillant  regions;  as  they  were  the  means  of  intro- 
ducing feveral  uieful  arts,  which  were  almofl:  unknown 
before  their  arrival. 

Many  of  the  oHicers,  being  gentlemen  of  liberal  c- 
ducation,  the  better  to  fupport  their  tedious  captivity, 
-devoted  their  time  to  the  ftudy  of  the  more  agreeable 
and  entertaining  parts  of  fcience,  particularly  mufick 
and  painting;  wherein  fome  of  them  attained  to  great 
perfection.  I  was  prefent  at  feveral  of  their  concerts, 
and  was  not  a  little  furprifed  to  find  fuch  harmony, 
and  variety  of  mulical  injftruments,  in  this  part  of  the 
world. 

They  fometimcs  amufed  themfclves  with  teaching 
j^oung  gentlemen  and  ladies  the  French  and  geriM an 
languages,  mufick,  dancing,  and  other  fimilar  accomi- 
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CHAP.  II.  plirtiments ;  whereby  they  gained  many  friends  among 
^7^9*  the  people  of  dlftindion;  a  circumftance,  to  men  in 
their  fituation,  both  honourable  and  ufefuL 

In  TOBOLSKY  there  are  always  about  five  or  fix  thou- 
fand  regular  troops,  horfe  and  foot,  befides  a  number 
of  irregulars.  Thefe  troops,  added  to  the  natural 
flreno-th  of  the  place,  effe6lually  fecure  it  from  any 
attacks  of  the  neighbouring  tartars. 

The  woods  and  fields  about  tobolsky  are  flored 
with  all  kinds  of  game  natural  to  the  climate;  fuch 
as  the  coq  limoge,  coq-bruiere,  and  gilinots;  the  lafl 
are  about  the-fize  of  a  partridge,  their  fledi  is  white 
and  very  agreeable.    There  is  another  kind  of  thefe  gi- 
linots, fomewhat  larger,  with  rough  feet;  which,  in  the 
winter,  turn  white  as  a  dove.    Alfo  the  common  par- 
trido-c,  which,  on  the  approach  of  winter,  flies  off  to 
more  temperate  climates;  wood-cocks,  a  great  variety 
of  fnipes,  which  fly  off  in  autumn,  after  having  hatch- 
ed their  young.     As  for  water-fowl,  no  country  in  the 
world  can  produce  fuch  numbers,  and  variety;  they 
are  alfo  birds  of  palTage.     In  my  Persian  journal  I 
2:ave  an  account  of  the  vaft  flocks  of  thefe  fov/ls  on 
the  lliores  of  the  Caspian  fea. 

"tler:e  alfo  you  meet  with  feveral  kinds  of  fmall  birds^ 

about: 
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about  the  fize  of  a  lark,  particularly  thofe  called  fnow-  chap.ii. 
birds.     They  come  to  Siberia  in  vaft  flocks  in  au-  ^J^^^' 
tumn,  and  remain  till  the  fpring,  when  they  difappear. 
Many  of  them  are  white  as  fnow,  fome  fpeckled,  and 
others  all  over  brown.     They  are  reckoned  a  very  fine 
and  delicious  diili. 

I  obferved  another  very  pretty  bird,  about  the  fize 
of  a  thrufli,  having  beautiful  red  and  yellow  feathers 
in  the  wings  and  tail,  with  a  tuft  of  brown  feathers 
on  its  head,  which  it  raifes  at  pleafure.  Thefe  are 
alfo  birds  of  pailage;  and,  as  they  breed  no  where  in 
EUROPE  or  ASIA  that  I  know  of,  perhaps  both  thefe 
and  the  fnow-birds  may  come  to  Siberia  from  the 
northern  parts  of  America.  This  conjeflure  will  ap- 
pear not  improbable,  when  it  is  confidered,  that  thefe 
birds  are  of  a  hardy  nature,  and  the  flight  not  fo  far 
as  is  generally  imagined.  ^ 

In  the  woods  are  various  kinds  of  wild  beafls;  fucb 
as  bears,  v*olves,  lynxes,  feveral  forts  of  foxes,  fquir- 
rels,  ermins,  fables,  martins  and  rofio-macks,  called 
feel-frefs  by  the  Germans.  The  furs  are  better  of 
their  kinds  than  thofe  of  any  other  country.  The 
ermins  commonly  burrov/  in  the  open  fields,  and  ave 
caught  in  traps  baited  with  a  bit  of  flelh ;  this  is  done 

only 
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CHAP.  II.  only  In  che  winter,  when  they  are  altogether  whitc^ 
^7^9*  and  the  fur  moil  valuable.  In  fummer  moil  of  thefe 
animals  turn  brown;  when  they  are  not  killed,  becaufey 
at  this  feafon,  the  fur  is  of  little  ufe.  There  are  alfo 
ottars  in  the  rivers  and  lakes,  whofe  skins  yield  a  con- 
fiderable  profit.  Indeed,  furs  of  all  forts,  in  this  coun- 
try, are  very  profitable.  At  prefent,  few  fables  are 
caught  in  this  neighbourhood;  it  is  faid  they  fly  from 
fmoke,  which,  perhaps,  is  partly  true;  yet  I  am  apt  to 
believe,  that  thefe  poor,  animals  are  chafed  away  to- 
wards the  north,  to  the  wild  woods,  on  account  of  the 
high  value  of  their  skins. 

The  woods  of  Siberia  abound  alfo  with  venifon  of 
feveral  forts;  as  elk,  rain-deer,  roe-buck,  together  with 
an  incredible  number  of  hares,  which  change  their  co- 
lour, from  brown  in  the  fummer  to  white  in  winter. 
The  hares  are  generally  caught  by  the  country  people 
in  toils,  more  on  account  of  their  skins  than  their  fleih, 
of  which  they  make  but  little  ufe.  The  skins  are 
bo'jght  by  the  merchants,  and  fent,  in  great  quanti- 
ties, to  ST.  PETERSBURG,  and  Other  ports,  in  order  to 
be  exported  to  England,  Holland,  and  other  coun- 
tries ;  where  they  are  chiefly  manufaclured  into  hats. 

Having  defcribed  the  land-animals,  I  fliall  now  give 
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fome  account  of  the  filli.  ]n  my  opinion,  there  ?^^e  chap.  ir. 
few  countries  in  the  world  fo  well  watered,  witii  iine^  ^2  2' 
navigable  rivers  and  lakes,  as  siberh  ;  and  few  ri/crs 
and  lakes  produce  greater  quantities,  or  more  variety, 
of  excellent  frefh-water  fi(h,  than  thofe  in  this  coun- 
try. For,  befides  fturgeon,  white  liih,  fterlct,  and  o- 
thers,  to  be  found  in  the  volga,  and  the  rivers  in  Rus- 
sia, there  are  feveral  kinds  peculiar  to  this  part  of  the 
world;  particularly  the  muchfoon,  about  the  fize  of  a 
large  carp,  and  much  efteemed  by  perfons  of  delicate 
tafte. 

Southward  from  tobolsky  the  foil  is  fruitful,  pro- 
ducing abundance  of  wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats,  and  o- 
ther  grain.  The  cattle  alfo  are  very  numerous,  and 
in  winter  are  fed  with  hay.  In  a  word,  provifions  of 
all  kinds  are  extremely  reafonable.  From  v/hat  I  have 
fkid,  it  will  appear,  that  tobolsky  is  by  no  means  fuch 
a  difagreeable  place  as  is  generally  imagined.  What- 
ever the  opinions  of  mankind  may  be,  it  is  the  bufi-, 
nefs  of  a  traveller  to  defcribe  places  and  things  with- 
out prejudice  or  partiality;  and  exhibit  them  fairly,  as 
they  really  appear.  This  principle  it  lliall  be  my 
ftudy  to  keep  always  in  viev/. 

Captain  tabaR;  a  Swedish  officer,  was  at  this  time 

writ-^ 
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CHAP.  II.  writing  a  hiflory  of  Siberia.    He  was  a  gentleman  very 
1^12'  capable  for  fuch  a  performance;  and,  if  it  fliall  ever 
be  publillied,  it  cannot  fail  of  giving  great  fatisfadion 
to  the  curious. 

Before  I  leave  tobolsky,  it  will  not  be  improper  to 
give  a  fliort  account  of  the  famous  river  Irtish,  that 
pafles  this  place.  It  continues  its  courfe  a  little  to  the 
caftward  of  the  north,  in  a  ftrong  but  fmooth  current, 
vifiting  feveral  fmall  towns  and  villages,  and  receiving 
many  leffer  ftreams,  and  a  large  river  called  konda, 
running  eaftward,  till  it  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  oby, 
at  a  town  called  samariofsky-yamm,  about  fix  hun- 
dred verft  below  tobolsky. 

The  IRTISH  takes  its  rife  from  a  great  lake,  named 
KORZAN,  in  a  mountainous  country,  about  fifteen  hun- 
dred verft  to  the  fouthward  of  tobolsky.  The  coun- 
try about  this  lake  is  inhabited  by  the  black  Kal- 
mucks, a  mighty  and  numerous  people,  governed  by 
a  prince  called  Kontayllia.  From  thefe  the  Kalmucks 
on  the  VOLGA  are  defccnded.  After  the  irtish  hath 
run  for  many  miles,  through  a  hilly  country  covered 
with  wood,  it  paffes  through  a  fine  fruitful  plain,  in- 
habited by  the  Kalmucks,  till  it  comes  to  a  houfe 
called  sedmy-palaty,  or  the  seven  roomS;  fituated 
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to  the  right  in  coming  down  the  river.  It  is  very  fur-  chap.  n. 
prifing  to  find  fuch  a  regular  edifice  in  the  middle  of  ^7^9* 
a  defert.  Some  of  the  tartars  fay  it  was  built  by 
TAMERLANE,  Called  by  the  tartars  temyr-ack-sack 
or  lame-temyr;  others  by  gingeez-chan.  The  build- 
ing, according  to  the  beft  information  I  could  obtain, 
is  of  brick  or  ftone,  well  finifhed,  and  continues  flill 
entire.  It  confifts  of  feven  apartments  under  one  roof, 
from  whence  it  has  the  name  of  the  seven  palaces. 
Several  of  thefe  rooms  are  filled  with  fcroUs  of  elazed 
paper,  fairly  wrote,  and  many  of  them  in  gilt  charac- 
ters. Some  of  the  fcroUs  are  black,  but  the  Q-reatefl 
part  white.  The  language  in  which  they  are  written 
is  that  of  the  tongusts,  or  Kalmucks.  While  I  was 
at  TOBOLSKY,  I  met  with  a  foldier  in  the  ftreet  with  a 
bundle  of  thefe  papers  in  his  hand.  He  asked  me  to 
buy  them;  which  I  did  for  a  fmall  fum.  I  kept  them 
till  my  arrival  in  England,  when  I  diftributed  them 
among  my  friends;  particularly  to  that  learned  anti- 
quarian Sir  HANS  sloane,  who  valued  them  at  a  high 
rate,  and  gave  them  a  place  in  his  celebrated  mufeum. 

Two  of  thefe  fcrolls  were  fent,  by  order  of  the  Em- 
peror peter  the  Firft,  to  the  Royal  Academy  at  paris. 
The  Academy  returned  a  tranflation,  which  I  Hiw  in 
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CHAP.ii.  the  rarity- chamber  at  st.  Petersburg.  One  of  them 
"^7^9*  contained  a  commlfTion  to  a  lama  or  prieft;  and  the 
other  a  form  of  prayer  to  the  Deity.  Whether  this 
interpretation  may  be  depended  on  I  Ihall  not  deter- 
mine. The  TARTARS  efteem  them  all  facred  writings, 
as  appears  from  the  care  they  take  to  preferve  them. 
Perhaps  they  may  contain  fome  curious  pieces  of  anti- 
quity, particularly  of  ancient  hiftory.  Above  the  sed- 
MY  PALATY,  towards  the  fource  of  the  Irtish,  upon  the 
hills  and  valleys,  grows  the  befl  rhubarb  in  the  world, 
without  the  leaft  culture. 

Several  days  journey  from  the  palaces,  down  the 
IRTISH,  on  the  weftern  bank,  ftands  an  old  tower  named. 

KALBAZINSHA-BASHNA,    Or.  the  the  tOWCr  of  KALBAZIN. 

Below  this  is  the  lake  yai\iishoff,  to  the  right,  where^ 
the  RUSSIANS  have  built  a  fmall  fort,  for  the  conveni- 
ency  of  making  and  gathering  fait  from  that  lake,  great 
quantities  whereof  are  made  by  the  fun;  it  is  brought 
in  barques  down  the  river  to  Tobolsk y,  and  othef' 
places.  This  fort  created  fome  jealoufy  to  the  Kon- 
taylha;  he  fent  an  ambaffador  to  the  governor  of  Si- 
beria, requefting  to  have  it  demolifhed  ;  but  this  de- 
mand not  beino;  o-ranted,  the  difference  came  to  an 
open  rupture,  the  evfnt  of  which  time  muft  difcover. 

Defcend- 
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Defcending  fiirther,  you  meet  with  another  fettle-  chap.ii. 
ment  of  the  RUSSIANS,  called  shelezinsky,  from  a  ri-  ^Z^2' 
vulec  of  that  name  In  its  neighbourhood.  A  little  be- 
low shelezinsky  ftands  omuska,  a  confiderable  town, 
which  alio  derives  its  name  from  a  river.  Both  thefe 
places  are  fituated  on  the  eaftern  bank  of  die  irtish. 
You  now  pafs  fome  inconfiderable  places  before  you 
arrive  at  tara,  a  little  town  fituated  on  the  weflern 
bank,  on  the  road  leading  from  Tobolsk y  to  tomsky, 
through  a  country  called  baraba,  of  which  1  lliall  give 
fome  account  as  we  proceed  to  the  eafl:. 

Between  tara  and  tobolsky  are  a  few  fmall  towns, 
and  many  villages,  inhabited  by  Mahometan  tartars. 
And  the  country  abounds  with  corn,  cattle,  and  fine 
paflurage. 

I  have  now  pointed  out  the  courfe  of  the  irtish  till 
it  reaches  tobolsky,  and  from  thence  till  It  empties 
itfeif  Into  the  river  oby.  I  have  nothing  further  to  re- 
mark concerning  tobolsky  and  the  country  around  it, 
and  ihould  therefore  now  purfue  our  journey  to  the 
eaftward ;  but,  before  I  leave  this  place,  I  Imagine  It 
will  not  be  Improper  to  fubjoin  a  few  more  particulars 
relative  to  the  KontayOia,  prince  of  the  kalaiucks, 
whom  I  formerly  mentioned.    I  am  the  more  inclined 
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CHAP.  II.  to  do  this,  as  I  can  entirely  depend  on  my  intelligence; 
^"7^9'  havine  procured  it  from  perfons  who  have  been  in  that 
country,  and  feen  this  prince ;  but  particularly  from  an 
ingenious  and  penetrating  gentleman,  who  fills  a  pu- 
blic office  in  this  place,  and  was  employed  in  feveral 
meiTages  to  him  from  the  late  governor  of  Siberia. 

The  territories  of  this  prince  are  bounded  by  three 
of  the  moft  potent  empires  in  the  world;  on  the  north 
by  RUSSIA,  by  china  on  the  eaft,  and  by  the  country 
of  the  Great  Moo-ul  to  the  fouth.     From  the  two  firft 
he  is  feparated  by  defert  plains,  and  from  the  third  by 
almoft  impafTable  mountains.    To  the  fouth-weft  his 
frontiers  reach  near  to  bucharia.    The  Kontaylha  is  a 
very  powerful  prince,  and  able  to  bring  into  the  fieW^ 
at  a  fhort  warning,  an  hundred  thoufand  horfemen,  who 
are  all  of  them  able-bodied  men,  well  mounted,  and 
armed  with  bows  and  arrows,  lances  and  fabres.    This 
15  a  greater  number  of  horfe  than  any  prince  that  I 
know  can  mufter,  except  his  Russian  Majefly,  and  the 
Emperor  of  china.    Thefe  tartars  live  in  tents,  all: 
the  year,  removing  from  place  to  place,  as  called  by 
neccfilty  or  inclination.     This  is  the  moft  ancient  and 
pleafant  manner  of  life.  It  is  entertaining  to  hear  them- 
commifcrate  thofe  who  are.  confined  to  one  place  of 

abode/, 


T    O      P    E    K    I    N.  ip7 

abode,  and  obliged  to  fupporc  themfelves  by  labour,  cr\p.ii. 
which  they  reckon  the  greatefl  flavery.  ^Z^^' 

The  Kontayflia  has  always  fome  thoufands  of  his 
fubjeds  encamped  near  himfclf,  who  treat  him  with 
great  veneration  and  refpc^t.  And,  in  juftice  to  him.^ 
it  muft  be  confeffed,  that  he  is  as  attentive  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  his  people;  and  as  afTiduous  in  the  admini- 
ftration  of  juftice,  in  particular,  as  if  they  were  his  own^ 
children. 

The  KALMUCKS  are  not  fuch  favage  people  as  they 
are  generally  reprefented;  for  I  am  informed  a  perfon- 
may  travel  among  them  with  greater  fafety,   both  to 
his  perfon  and  eftefts,  than  in  many  other  countries. 

The  Kontayfha  received  the  deputies  from  the  go- 
vernor of  SIBERIA,  like  ambaffadors  from_  foreign  prin- 
ces, and  treated  them  accordingly.  This  fliows  what- 
high  refpecl  thefe  eaftern  princes  entertain  for  his  Cza- 
rifh  Majefty,  when  the  governor  of  Siberia  is  regarded-^ 
as  a  fovereign.  The  ceremony  on  thefe  occafions  was  • 
as  follows. 

The  deputy  vv4th  his  fervants  were  admitted  into  ^ 
die  tent,  where  the  Kontayilia  fat,  with  his  queen  and  ■ 
feveral  children  about  him.  He  defired  all  of  them-  to ' 
ilt  down  on  carpets  or  mats;  for  the  Kalmucks,  like.^ 

mofi't 
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CHAP.  II.  mofl:  ASIATICS,  life  no  chairs.  They  were  entertained 
^7^9'  with  tea  before  dinner ;  and, after  it,  the  Kontayfha  dif- 
mlflcd  the  deputy  in  a  friendly  manner,  telling  him, 
he  would  fend  for  him  next  day  to  receive  an  anfwer* 
to  the  governor's  letter,  which  he  punctually  perform- 
ed. This  anfwer  was  expreffed  in  very  plain  and  con- 
cife  terms.  Thefe  tartars  in  general  write  with  bre- 
vity and  perfpicuity.  I  have  feen  feveral  of  their  letters 
tranflated,  which  pleafed  me  extremely,  as  they  con- 
tained no  tedious  preambles,  nor  difgufling  repetiti- 
ons, which  ferve  only  to  perplex  the  reader. 

The  Emperor  of  china  was  fome  time  ago  engaged 
in  a  war  with  the  Kontayfha,  about  fome  frontier  towns, 
of  which  the  latter  took  poffelTion,  and  maintained  his 
claim  with  a  flrong  army.  The  Emperor  fent  againfl 
him  an  army  of  three  hundred  thoufand  men,  under 
the  command  of  his  fourteenth  fon,  who  is  reckoned 
the  bell  general  of  all  his  children.  Notwithftanding 
their  fuperiority  in  numbers,  the  Kontayfha  defeated 
the  CHINESE  in  feveral  actions.  The  Emperor  at  laft 
thought  it  beft  to  accommodate  the  difference,  and 
a  peace  was  concluded  to  the  fatisfaclion  of  both  par- 
ties. 

It  mufl  be  obferved,  that  the  Chinese,  being  obliged 

to 
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to  undertake  a  long  and  dlfficulc  march,  through  a  de-  chap.  it. 
fert  and  barren  country,  lying  weflward  of  the  long  ^7 '9* 
wall;  being  alfo  incumbered  with  artillery,  and  heavy 
carriages  containing  provifions  for  the  whole  army  du- 
ring their  march;  had  their  force  greatly  diminillied 
before  they  reached  the  enemy.  The  Kontayfha,  on 
the  other  hand,  having  intelligence  of  the  great  army 
coming  againft  him,  waited  patiently  on  his  own  fron- 
tiers, till  the  enemy  was  within  a  few  days  march  of 
his  camp,  when  he  fent  out  detachments  of  light  horfe 
to  fet  fire  to  the  grafs,  and  lay  wafte  the  country.  He 
alfo  diftracted  them,  day  and  night,  with  repeated  a- 
larms,  which,  together  with  want  of  provifions,  obli- 
o-ed  them  to  retire  with  confiderablc  lofs. 

This  method  of  carrying  on  war,  by  wafting  the 
country,  is  very  ancient  among  the  tartars,  andprac- 
tifed  by  all  of  them  from  the  Danube  eaftvvard.  This 
circumftance  renders  them  a  dreadful  enemy  to  regu- 
lar  troops,  who  muft  thereby  be  deprived  of  all  fubfi- 
ftence,  while  the  tartars,  having  always  many  fparc- 
horfcs  to  kill  and  eat,  are  at  no  lofs  for  provifions. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  the  Kontaylha  muft  be  the 
fame  prince,  who,  in  our  European  maps,  is  generally 
called  the  Great  Cham  of  tartary.     As  no  euro- 
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CHAP.  II.  PEAKS  travel  through  that  country,  thefe  maps  muft 
^7^9*  be  very  erroneous.    It  is  however  to  be  expected,  that 
the  RUSSIANS  will,  in  time,  make  a  more  complete  dif- 
covery  of  the  eaftern  parts  of  as i a. 

Our  baggage  did  not  arrive  at  Tobolsk  y  till  the. 
2  2d  of  December.     The  people  refrcfhed  themfelves 
till  the  27th,  when  they  again  fet  out,  taking  the  road 
alone  the  Irtish  to  tara.     The  ambaffador  and  his 
retinue  remained  to  pafs  the  reft  of  the  holidays. 

January  9th,   1720,  we  proceeded  towards  tara. 
We  pafTed  though  many  tartar  villages,  and  at  night 
lodged  in  one  of  their  little  huts,  and  warmed  our- 
felves  at  a  good  fire  on  the  hearth.     Thefe  houfes  con- 
fift  generally  of  one  or  two  rooms,  according  to  the 
abiUty  of  the  landlord.    Near  to  the  hearth  is  fixed  an 
iron-kettle  to  drefs  the  viduals.     In  one  end  of  the 
apartment  is  placed  a  bench,  about  eighteen  inches 
hlo-h,  and  fix  feet  broad,  covered  with  mats,  or  skins 
of  wild  beafts,  upon  which  all  the  family  fit  by  day, 
and  fleep  in  the  night.     The  walls  are  built  of  wood 
and  mofs,  confifting  of  large  beams,  laid  one  above  an- 
other, with  a  layer  of  mofs  between  every  two  beams. 
All  the  roofs  are  raifed.     A  fquare-hole  is  cut  out  for 
a  window,  and  to  fupply  the  want  of  glafs,  a  piece  of 

ice 
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ice  IS  formed  to  fie  the  place  exa<ftly,  which  lets  in  a  crap.  n. 
good  light.    Two  or  three  pieces  will  laft  the  whole   ^7^0. 
winter.     Thefe  tartars  are  very  neat  and  cleanly, 
both  in  their  perfons  and  houfes.     They  ufe  no  ftoves, 
as  the  RUSSIANS  do.    Near  the  houfe  there  is  common- 
ly a  fhade  for  the  cattle. 

We  continued  our  journey  along  the  banks  of  the 
IRTISH,  having  the  river  to  the  right  or  left,  as  the  road 
lay  from  one  tartar  village  to  another. 

The  1 5th,  we  reached  tara,  a  fmall  town,  reckoned 
about  five  hundred  verfl:  from  t  o  b  o  l  s  k  y  ;  in  all  this 
road  we  did  not  meet  with  a  Russian  village,  except  a 
fmall  one  near  tara.  The  country  abounds  with 
woods,  corn-fields,  and  fine  pafturage,  which  appeared 
fufficiently  from  the  quantities  of  hay,  and  the  good 
condition  of  the  cattle,  though  the  face  of  the  coun- 
try was  covered  with  deep  fnow.  We  found  the  air 
at  tara  much  milder  than  at  any  place  lince  we  left 

KAZAN. 

Tara  is  fituated  on  the  Irtish,  and  fortified  with  a 
deep  ditch,  ftrong  palifades,  and  wooden  towers,  fuffi- 
cient  to  defend  it  againfl:  the  fudden  attacks  of  the 
TARTARS,  called  kossatshy-ordA;  who  inhabit  weft- 
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CHAP. II.  ward  of  the  Irtish,  and  are  very  troublefome  neigh- 

Here  we  laid  in  provifions  for  our  journey  over  the 
baraba;  which  fignifies,  in  the  tartar  language,  a 
marfhy  plain.  Its  inhabitants  are  a  mixture  of  diffe- 
rent tartar  tribes,  called  barabintzy,  from  the  name 
of  the  country  in  which  they  live.  They  are  a  poor 
miferable  people,  being  treated  as  fubje6ls  both  by  the 
Emperor  and  the  Kontayfha ;  and  obliged  to  pay  a  tri- 
bute, in  furs  and  skins  of  wild  beafts,  to  each.  They 
have  no  grain  nor  cattle  of  any  kind,  except  a  few  rain- 
deer*,  and  fubfifl:  by  hunting  and  fifhing.  What  fifli 
they  confume  not  in  the  fummer,  are  dried  and  fmok- 
cd  for  their  winter  provifions.  They  are  partly  of  the 
i^iAHOMETAN  and  partly  of  the  Kalmuck  religion;  but 
this  difference  caufes  no  difputes. 

It  is  generally  reckoned,  that  more  robberies  are 
committed  in  baraba,  than  in  any  country  on  the  road 
to  china;  not  by  the  natives,  for  they  are  very  honeft 
and  hofpitable;  but  by  the  Kalmucks,  who  come  to 
colle61  tribute  for  the  Kontayfha;  who  fometimes  pick 
up  travellers,  and  carry  them  off  v/ith  all  their  effects. 
It  was  faid,  that  a  flrong  party  of  them,  having  intel- 
ligence that  the  ambaffador  was  to  pafs  that  way,  wait- 
ed 
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'cd  to  intercept  him;  on  which  account  he  took  thirty  chap.  11. 
dragoons  and  fome  coiiacks,  from  the  garrifon  of  to-  ^V^^' 
BOLSKV,  to  efcort  him  to  tomsky;  which  was  a  fuffi- 
cient  guard  againft  any  robbers  who  might  attack  us: 
and  he  knew  the  Kontaylha  was  too  poHte  a  prince  to 
authorifc  his  fubjefe  to  molefl:  any  foreign  minifter 
who  had  done  him  no  injury,  notwithftanding  the  dif- 
ferences that  fublifted  between  him  and  his  Czarifli 
Majefty. 

Our  baggage  having  waited  at  tar  a  till  our  arrival, 
we  left  that  place  on  the  18th;  and,  next  day,  came 
to  a  large  Russian  village,  fixty  verft  from  tara,  and 
the  laft  inhabited  by  Russians,  till  you  pafs  the  bara- 
ba  and  come  to  the  river  oby. 

In  the  places  through  which  we  pafled,  the  ambaf- 
fador  fent  for  all  the  hunters  and  fportfmen,  that  he 
might  inquire  what  kinds  of  game  and  wild  beafts  were 
in  their  neighbourhood.  Hunting  is  the  employment 
of  moft  of  the  young  fellows  in  this  country;  and  is 
very  profitable,  as  they  fell  the  furs  to  great  advan- 
tage. We  found  that  this  place  produced  great  plen- 
ty both  of  game  and  wild  beafts,  but  few  fables.  In 
the  fpring,  a  number  of  elks  and  flags  come  hither, 
from  the  fouth;  many  of  which  are  killed  by  the  in- 
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CHAP.  II.  habitants,  both  on  account  of  their  flefh  and  their 
1 72^-  hides.  What  of  the  flefh  is  not  confumed  frefh  they 
fait.  The  hides  are  very  large,  and  are  drefTed  into 
excellent  buff.  The  huntfman,  having  found  the 
track  of  a  flag  upon  the  fnow,  purfues  it  upon  his 
fnow-ftioes,  with  his  bow  and  arrows,  and  little  dog^ 
till  the  animal  is  quite  fatigued:  for,  the  fnow  on  the 
furface,  being  melted  by  the  heat  of  the  fun,  and  con* 
gealed,  at  night,  by  the  froft,  but  not  ftrong  enough 
to  bear  the  weight  of  fuch  an  animal;  he  finks  deep 
at  every  ftep,  and  the  fharp  ice  cuts  his  ancles,  and 
lames  him;  fo  that  he  becomes  an  eafy  prey  to  the 
hunter. 

One  of  thefe  hunters  told  me  the  following  ftory\ 
which  was  confirmed  by  feveral  of  his  neighbours. 
That,  in  the  year  171  3,  in  the  month  of  March,  be- 
ino-  out  a  hunting,  he  difcovered  the  tra6l  of  a  flag, 
which  he  purfued;  at  overtaking  the  animal,  he  was 
fomewhat  ftartled,  on  obferving  it  had  only  one  horn, 
ftuck  in  the  middle  of  its  forehead.  Being  near  this 
village  he  drove  it  home,  and  fliowed  ic,  to  the  great 
admiration  of  the  fpe6lators.  He  afterwards  killed  it, 
and  eat  the  flelh ;  and  fold  the  horn  to  a  comb-maker, 
ia  the.  town  of  TAR  A,  fox  ten  alteens,  about  fifteen 
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pence  Sterling.  I  inquired  carefully  about  the  fhape  chap.  ii. 
and  fize  of  this  unicorn,  as  I  fhall  call  it,  and  was  told  ^7^0. 
it  exactly  refembled  a  flag.  The  horn  was  of  a  brown- 
ifli  colour,  about  one  archeen,  or  twenty  eight  inches 
long;  and  twifted,  from  the  root,  till  within  a  finger's 
length  of  the  top,  where  it  was  divided,  like  a  fork, 
into  two  points  very  {liarp. 

The  19th,  we  entered  the  baraba,  and  continued 
travelling  through  it,  for  ten  days,  when  we  came  to  a 
large  Russian  village  called  tzausky  ostrogue,  from 
a  rivulet  of  that  name;  which  difcharges  itfelf  into  the 
OBY,  a  little  diftance  eaftward  from  this  place.  Here 
is  a  fmall  fort,  furroundcd  with  a  ditch  and  paHfades^ 
mounted  with  a  few  cannon,  and  garrifoned  by  fome 
militia  of  the  country,  in  order  to  prevent  the  incur* 
lions  of  the  Kalmucks.  We  ftaid  a  day  at  this  place; 
to  refreili  ourfelves;  and,  having  changed  horfes,  proi^ 
ceeded  towards  tomsky. 

Baraba  is  really  what  its  name  fignifies,  an  extenfivs 
marlhy  plain.  It  is  generally  full  of  lakes,  and  marfhy 
grounds,  overgrown  with  tall  woods  of  afpin,  alder,  wil- 
lows, and  other  aquatics;  particularly  many  large  birch- 
trees,  having  their  bark  as  white  and  Imooth  as  paper; 
The.  lakes  abound  with  various  kinds  of-iilhcs;  fuch  aj 
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CHAP. II.  pikes,  perches,  breams,  eels;  and,  particularly,  a  fifli 
^7^^*  called  karrafs,  of  an  uncommon  bignefs,  and  very  fat. 
Thefe  the  inhabitants  dry,  m  lummer,  tor  wmter  pro- 
vifions;  which  are  all  the  food  to  be  found  among 
them.  I  have  eat  of  it  often,  and  thought  it  not  dif- 
agreeable.  In  winter,  they  ufe  melted  fnow  for  water. 
They  are  very  hofpitable;  and  dcfire  nothing,  in  return 
of  their  civilities,  but  a  little  tobacco  to  fmoke,  and 
a  dram  of  brandy,  of  which  they  are  very  fond.  The 
drefs,  both  of  men  and  women,  confifts  of  long  coats 
of  flieep-skins,  which  they  get  from  the  Russians  and 
KALMUCKS,  in  exchange  for  more  valuable  furs.  As 
they  wear  no  other  apparel,  not  even  fliirts,  they  are 
very  nafly.  Their  huts  are  moft  miferable  habitati- 
ons, and  funk  about  one  half  under  ground.  We 
were  glad,  however,  to  find  them,  as  a  baiting- place  in 
fuch  a  cold  feafon. 

The  BARABiNTZY,  like  mofl:  of  the  ancient  natives 
of  SIBERIA,  have  many  conjurers  among  them;  whom 
they  call  fhamans,  and  fometimes  priefts.  Many  of 
the  female  fex  alfo  afTume  this  chara6ter.  The  fha- 
mans  arc  held  in  great  eftecm  by  the  people;  they  pre- 
tend to  correfpondcnce  with  the  fhaytan,  or  devil;  by 
whom,  they  fay,  they  are  informed  of  all  pad  and  fu- 
ture 
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ture  events,  at  any  diftance  of  time  or  place.     Our  chap.ii. 
ambaffador  refolved  to  inquire  fl:rl6lly  into  the  truth  ^  ^^^* 
of  many  flrange  ftories,  generally  believed,  concerning 
the  fhamans;  and  fent  for  all  of  fame,  in  that  way,  in 
the  places  through  which  we  pafTed. 

In  BARABA,  we  went  to  vifit  a  famous  woman  of  this 
chara6ler.  When  we  entered  her  houfe,  (he  continu- 
ed bufy  about  her  domcftic  affairs,  without  almoft  tak- 
ing any  notice  of  her  guefts.  However,  after  flie  had 
fmoked  a  pipe  of  tobacco,  and  drunk  a  dram  of  bran- 
dy, file  began  to  be  more  chearful.  Our  people  ask- 
ed her  fome  trifling  queflions  about  their  friends;  but 
fhe  pretended  to  be  quite  ignorant,  till  fhe  got  more 
tobacco,  and  fome  inconfidcrable  prefents;  when  fhe 
began  to  colled  her  conjuring  tools.  Firft,  fhe  brought 
the  fliayran;  which  is  nothing  but  a  piece  of  wood,. 
wherein  is  cut  fomething  refembling  a  human  head, 
adorned  with  many  filk  and  woolen  rags,  of  various 
colours;  then,  a  fmall  drum,  about  a  foot  diameter,  to 
which  were  fixed  many  brafs  and  iron  rings,  and  hung 
round  alfo  with  rags.  She  now  began  a  difmal  tune, 
keeping  time  wich  the  drum,  which  flie  beat  with  a 
flick  for  that  purpofe;  feveral  of  her  neighbours,  whom 
fhe.  had  previouily  called  to  her  afllftance,  joined  in  the 
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CHAP.  II.  chorus.  During  this  fcenc,  which  lafted  about  a  quar- 
I'Jio,  ^^^  Qf  ^j^  hour,  fhe  kept  the  lliaytan,  or  imaee,  clofe 
bv  herfelf,  ftuck  up  in  a  corner.  The  charm  being 
now  finlllied,  fl^e  defired  us  to  put  our  queftions.  Her 
anfwers  were  dehvered  very  artfully,  and  with  as  much 
obfcurity  and  ambiguity,  as  they  could  have  been  given 
by  any  oracle.  She  was  a  young  woman,  and  very 
handfome. 

On  the  2pth  of  January,  we  reached  the  oby,  which 
we  croffed  on  the  ice,  and  entered  a  country  pretty 
well  inhabited  by  Russians;  where  we  found  provifi- 
ons,  and  frefh  horfes  as  often  as  we  wanted  them. 
The  country  is  generally  covered  with  woods,  except 
about  the  villages ;  where  are  fine  corn-fields,  and  good 
paflure  grounds.  Our  courfe  lay  a  little  to  the  north- 
ward of  the  eaft  from  tzausky  ostrogue. 

February  4th,  we  arrived  fafe  at  the  town  of  tom- 
SKY,  fo  called  from  the  noble  river  tomm,  upon  the 
eaftern  bank  of  which  it  ftands. 
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X)ccurrenc€s  at  tomsky;  Ohfervatlons  on  the  tzulimm  tar- 
tars, ^T.  and  journey  continued  to  elimsky. 

nPHE  citadel  of  tomsky  is  fituated  on  an  eminence, 
and  contains  the  commandant's  houfc,  publick 
offices,  and  barracks  for  the  garrifon.  The  fortifica- 
tions, Hke  moil  others  in  this  country,  are  of  wood. 
The  town  ftands  under  the  hill,  along  the  banks  of 
the  river  tomi\i.  The  country  about  this  place  is  plea- 
fant  and  fruitful.  From  the  top  of  the  hill  you  have 
a  very  extenfive  view  every  way,  except  to  the  fouth, 
where  it  is  interrupted  by  hills.  Beyond  thefe  hills 
there  is  a  large,  dry,  and  open  plain,  which  ftretches  a 
great  way  fouthward. 

About  eight  or  ten  days  journey  from  tomsky,  in 
this  plain,  are  found  many  tombs,  and  burying  places 
of  ancient  heroes;  who,  in  all  probability,  fell  in  battle. 
Thefe  tombs  are  eafily  diflinguiflied  by  the  mounds 
of  earth  and  ftones  raifed  upon  them.  When,  or  by 
whom,  thefe  battles  were  fought,  fo  far  to  the  north- 
ward, is  uncertain.  I  was  informed  by  the  tartars 
in  the  baraba,  that  tamerlane,  or  timyr-agk-sack^ 

Vol.  I.  D  d  ss 
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CHAP.  III.  as  they  call  him,  had  many  engagements  In  that  coun* 
1 7-^-  try  with  the  Kalmucks;  whom  he  in  vain  endeavoured 
^'^^'^'^to  conquer.     Many  perfons  go  from  tomsky,  and  o- 
ther  parts,  every  fummer,  to  thefe  graves;  which  they 
dio-  up,  and  find,  among  the  afhes  of  the  dead,  confi- 
derable  quantities  of  gold,  filver,  brafs,  and  fome  pre- 
cious {tones;  but  particularly  hilts  of  fwords  and  ar- 
mour. They  find  alfo  ornaments  of  faddles  and  bridles, 
and  other  trappings  for  horfes;  and  even  the  bones  of 
horfes,  and  fometimes  thofe  of  elephants.     Whence  it 
appears,  that  when  any  general  or  perfon  of  diflin6lion 
was  interred,  all  his  arms,  his  favourite  horfe  and  fer- 
vant,  were  buried  with  him  in  the  fame  grave;  this 
cuftom  prevails  to  this  day  among  the  Kalmucks  and 
other  TARTARS,  and  feems  to  be  of  great  antiquity. 
It  appears  from  the  number  of  graves,  that  many  thou- 
fands  muft  have  fallen  on  thefe  plains;  for  the  people 
kave  continued  to  dig  for  fuch  treafure  many  years, 
and  ftill  find  it  unexhaufted.     They  are,  fometimes 
indeed,  interrupted,  and  robbed  of  all  their  booty,  by 
parties  of  the  Kalmucks,  who  abhor  the  difturbing 
:he  afhes  of  the  dead. 

I  have  fecn  fcveral  pieces  of  armour,  and  other  cu? 
lioutics,  that  were  dug  out  of  thefe  tombs;  particu- 
larly 
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larly  an  armed  man  on  horfc-back,  call  in  brafs,  of  no  CHAp.ni. 
mean  defign  nor  workmanlbip;  alio  figures  of  deer,   ^^^* 
cafl:  in  pure  gold,  which  were  fplic  through  the  middle, 
and  had  fome  fmall  holes  in  them,  as  intended  for  or- 
naments to  a  quiver,  or  the  furniture  of  a  horfe. 

While  we  were  at  tomsky,  one  of  thefe  grave-dig- 
gers told  me,  that  once  they  lighted  on  an  arched 
vault;  where  they  found  the  rem.ains  of  a  man,  with 
his  bow,  arrows,  lance,  and  other  arms,  lying  together 
on  a  fdver  tab^e.  0:i  touching  the  body  it  fell  to 
dud.  The  va^ae  of  the  table  and  arms  was  very  con- 
(iderable. 

The  country  about  the  fource  of  the  river  tomm-, 
near  which  thefe  tombs  are,  is  very  fruitful  and  plea- 
fan  t.  At  the  fource  of  the  tomm  the  Russians  have 
a  finall  town  called  kuznetsky.  This  river  is  form- 
ed by  the  kondoma,  and  many  lefTer  rivers;  all  which 
run  to  the  north. 

In  the  hills  above  kuznetsky,  there  had  lately 
been  difcovered  rich  mines  of  copper,  and  fome  of  filvcr; 
which,  fince  I  was  in  this  country,  have  been  greatly 
improved. 

On  the  hills,  and  in  the  woods  near  this  place,  arc 
many  forts  of  wild  beads;  particularly  the  urus,  or 

D  d  2  uhr- 
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CHAP.  in.  uhr-ox,  one  of  the  fiercefl  animals  the  world  produces., 
^7-0-  and  exceeding,  in  fize  and  ftrength,  all  the  horned 
fpecies.  Their  force  and  agility  is  fuch,  that  no  wolf, 
bear,  nor  tiger,  dare  to  engage  with  them.  Thefe  ani- 
mals are  found  in  the  woods  of  Poland,  and  fome  o- 
ther  parts  of  Europe.  As  they  are  well  known  I  need 
not  defcribc  them. 

In  the  fame  woods  is  found  another  fpecies  of  oxen, 
<:alled  bubul  by  the  tartars;  it  is  not  fo  big  as  the 
urus;  its  body  and  limbs  are  very  handfome;  it  has 
a  high  fhoulder  and  a  flowing  tail,  with  long  hair 
growing  from  the  rump  to  the  extremity,  like  that  of 
a  horfe.  Thofe  1  faw  were  tame,  and  as  traceable  as 
other  cattle.  Here  are  alfo  wild  afTcs.  I  have  feea 
many  of  their  skins.  They  have,  in  all  refpecfts,  the 
^head,  tail,  and  hoofs,  of  an  ordinary  afs  ;  but  their 
-hair  is  waved,  white  and  brown,  like  that  of  a  tiger. 

There  is,  befides,  a  number  of  wild  horfes,  of  a  cheC 
nut  colour;  which  cannot  be  tamed,  though  they  are 
catched  when  foals.  Thefe  horfes  differ  nothing  from 
the  common  kind  in  fliape,  but  are  the  mod  watch- 
ful creatures  alive.  One  of  them  waits  always  on  the 
heights,  to  eive  warnini^  to  the  reft;  and,  upon  the  leaft 
approach, of  danger,  runs  to  the  herd,  making  all  the 

noife 
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Goife  it  can;  upon  which  all  of  them  fly  away,  like  fo  chap.iii. 
many  deer.  The  ftallion  drives  up  the  rear,  neighing,  ^7^^* 
bitine  and  kickino-  thofe  who  do  not  run  faft  enough. 
No twith (landing  this  wonderful  fagacity,  thefe  animals 
are  often  furprized  by  the  k  a  l  i\i  u  c  k  s ;  who  ride  in  a- 
mone  them ,  well  mounted  on  fwift  horfes ,  and  kill> 
them  with  broad  lances.  Their  fleili  they  efteem  ex- 
cellent food;  and  ufe  their  skins  to  fleep  upon,  inftead 
of  couches.  Thefe  are  the  animals  peculiar  to  this- 
part  of  the  country;  and,  befides  thefe,  there  are  many, 
more,  common  to  this  place  with  the  reft  of  Siberia. 

The  river  tomm,  having  palled  kuznetsky,  tom- 
SKY,  and  feveral  other  towns  of  lefs  note,  empties  itfelf 
into  the  oby,  at  a  place  called  NiKOLSKY,  about  aa- 
hundred  verft  below  tomsky,  in  a  country  overgrown 
with  thick  woods.  Here  the  tomm  lofes  its  name,  and 
makes  a  great  addition  to  the  oby,  which  now  com- 
mences a  mighty  ftream. 

The  TOM-M  abounds  with  variety  of  £ne  iidi;  fuch  as 
fturgeon,  ftcrlet,  muchfoon,  and  the  largeft  and  beil 
quabs,  called  in  French  guion,  that  I  have  any  where 
feen.  The  method  of  catching  thefe  fiili  is  by  planting 
pales  acrofs  the  river,  in  which  there  is  left  one  narrov/ 
opening  for  the  filhes  to  pafs  through ;  above  this  open? 
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CHAP.  III.  ing,  a  hole  is  cut  in  the  Ice;  and  near  it  is  placed  a  fire, 
^1^^'  upon  fome  fliones  laid  for  that  purpofe.  The  fifh,  on 
feeing  the  light  of  the  fire,  flops  a  moment  in  its  paf- 
faee;  and,  at  this  inftant,  the  fifhcrman  flrikes  it  with  a 
fpear,  through  the  hole  in  the  ice.  This  exercife  re- 
quires great  quicknefs ;  for  the  fifh  is  gone  in  a  trice. 
I  killed  feveral  of  them  myfelf. 

Thus,  having  made  a  lliort  excurfion  up  and  down 
the  TOMM,  and  given  a  brief  defcription  of  the  country 
adjacent,  I  return  again  to  tomsky. 

Tom  SKY  is  a  eood  market  for  furs  of  all  forts  ;  but 
particularly  of  fables ,  black  and  red  foxes ,  ermins , 
and  fquirrels.  The  fquirrels  called  teleutsky,  from 
the  name  of  the  diftrid  where  they  are  caught,  are 
reckoned  the  befl  of  that  fpecies.  They  have  a  blackifli 
ftripe  down  their  back. 

Befides  the  common  fquirrel,  there  is  another  fpe- 
cies found  here  called  the  flying  fquirrel.  There  is 
little  peculiar  in  its  fhape  or  fize;  only,  it  has,  at  the 
upper  joint  of  the  thigh  of  the  fore-leg,  a  fmall  mem- 
brane, flretching  to  the  fhoulder,  fomewhat  like  the 
wing  of  a  bat,  which  it  extends  at  pleafure;  and  is 
thereby  enabled  to  fpring  much  farther,  from  tree  to 
tree,  than  it  could  do  without  the  help  of  thefe  wings. 

Both 
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Both  the  ermins  and  fquirrels  are  caught  only  in  win-  chap.  in. 
ter;  becaufe  in  fummer  their  fur  is  quite  brown,  fhorc,   ^2^^' 
and  of  htcle  ufe. 

We  waited  fome  days  at  tomsky  for  the  arrival  of 
our  baggage.    Here  we  found  feveral  Swedish  officers; 
who  had  good  quarters  in  a  plentiful,   though  diftant, 
place.     After  our  people  had  refrelhed  themfelvcs  for 
two  days,  they  fet  out  again  on  the  road  to  yeni- 

SEYSKY. 

During  our  abode  in  tomsky,  we  diverted  ourfelves 
with  fifhing  and  hunting.  We  were  prefent  alfo  at  fe- 
veral concerts  of  mufick,  performed  by  the  Swedish 
officers,  at  Mr.  kosloff's,  commandant  of  the  place. 
Thefe  gentlemen  were  notlefs  expert  in  touching  their 
inftrumcnts,  than  their  companions  at  tobolsky, 
Mr.  KOSLOFFis  a  2;ood-natured  and  chearful  eentle- 
man,  and  treats  thefe  officers  with  great  humanity. 
They  had  along  with  them  a  Swedish  parfon,  Mr.  ve- 
STADius,  a  man  of  genius  and  learning. 

The  c)th,  we  were  entertained  at  the  commandant's^; 
where  were  aiTcmbled  fome  hundreds  of  his  cos  sacks, 
or  light  horfe,  armed  with  bows  and  arrows.     After 
going  through  their  ufual  exercife,  they  fliowed  their 
dexterity  in  fhoodng  on  horfe- back  at  full  fpeed.  They 

creeled 
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CHAP. III.  ere^led  a  pole,  for  a  mark, in  an  open  field;  and,  pa/Ting 
^720-  it,  ac  full  gallop,  let  fly  their  arrows;  and  foon  fplic  ic 
all  to  fliivcrs. 

The  I  2  th,  about  midnight,  we  went  into  our  fledges, 
and  fet  out  on  our  journey  towards  yeniseysky.  For 
the  two  following  days,  we  had  tolerably  good  roads, 
lying  through  a  pretty  fine  country,  inhabited  by  Rus- 
sians. The  villages  are  but  thinly  fcattered,  yet  fuf- 
ficiently  near  one  another  to  afford  provifions  and  frefli 

horfes. 

On  the  14th,  we  reached  a  large  navigable  river, 
called  TzuLiMM.     We  went  up  this  river  upon  the  ice. 
We  met  with  neither  houfe,  nor  inhabitant,  for  the 
fpace  of  fix  days.     We  could  get  no  frelli  horfes,  and 
were  obliged  to  carry  both  provifions  and  forage  along 
with  us;  which  made  this  part  of  the  road  very  tedi- 
ous.    During  all  this  time,  we  had  no  where  to  warm 
Gurfelves,  or  drefs  our  vi6luals,  but  in  the  thick  over- 
o-rown  woods,  which  occupy  both  fides  of  the  river. 
There  is  great  plenty  of  fallen  trees  in  thefe  woods, 
of  which  we  made  large  fires.     The  trees  are  chief- 
ly pitch-fir,  rifing  like  a  pyramid,  with  long  fpreading 
branches  hanging  to  the  ground ;  which  render  thefe 
woods  almoft;  impaffable  to  man  or  beafl;.     We  fre- 
quently 
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quently  fee  fire  to  the  mofs  and  dried  fibres  of  thefe  chap.  ni. 
firs.     In  the  fpace  of  a  minute  the  fire  mounts  to  the   ^JJ'^' 
top  of  the  tree,   and  has  a  very  pretty  eflfc6l.     The 
kindling  fo  many  fires  warmed  all  the  air  around. 

In  fummer,  the  banks  of  this  river  are  inhabited  by 
a  tribe  of  tartars,  called  by  the  Russians  tzulimm- 
ZY,  from  the  name  of  the  river,  who  live  by  fifhing  and 
hunting.  We  found  feveral  of  their  empty  huts,  as 
we  went  along.  In  autumn,  thefe  people  retire  from 
this  inhofpitable  place,  towards  the  fouth,  near  to 
towns  and  villages,  where  they  can  find  fubfiftence. 

The  20th,  we  arrived  at  a  Russian  village,  called 
meletzky-ostrogue,  where  we  ftaid  a  day  to  refrefli 
Gurfelves  and  horfes.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  this 
place  we  found  many  huts  of  thefe  tzulimm-tartars, 
who  feem  to  be  a  different  race  from  all  of  that  name 
I  have  yet  mentioned.  Their  complexion  indeed  is 
fwarthy,  like  that  of  moft  of  the  other  defcendents  of 
the  ancient  natives  of  Siberia  ;  but  I  have  feen 
many  of  them  having  white  fpots  on  their  skins,  from 
head  to  foot,  of  various  figures  and  fizes.  Many  ima- 
gine thefe  fpots  natural  to  the  people;  but  I  am  rather 
inclined  to  believe  they  proceed  from  their  conftant 
diet  of  filh  and  other  animal  food,  without  bread.  This, 

Vol,  I.  E  e  of 
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CHAP. III.  of  courfe,  creates  a  fcorbutick  habit  of  body,  which 
^7-^'  often  breaks  out  in  infants;  and  the  fears  falhng  oflFJ; 
leave  that  part  of  the  skin  as  if  it  had  been  fcalded, 
which  never  recovers  its  natural  colour.     I  have  how- 
ever feen  feveral  children  with  thefe  fpots,  who  feemed 

healthy. 

The  TZULiMMs,  like  other  tartars,  live  in  huts 
half-funk  under  ground.  They  have  a  fire  in  the 
middle,  with  a  hole  at  the  top  to  let  out  the  fmoke,  and 
benches  round  the  fire,  to  fit  or  ly  upon.  This  feems 
to  be  the  common  method  of  living  among  all  the 
northern  nations,  from  lapland,  eaftward,  to  the  Ja- 
panese ocean. 

The  TZULIMMS  fpeak  a  barbarous  language,  com- 
pofed  of  words  from  many  other  languages.  Some  of 
our  people,  who  fpoke  Turkish,  told  me,  they  had 
many  arabick  words,  which  they  underftood.  They, 
are  poor,  mlferable,  and  ignorant  heathens.  The  arch- 
bilhop  of  tobolsky,  in  perfon,  came  lately  hither,  and 
baptifed  fome  hundreds  of  them,  who  were  inclined  to 
embrace  the  christian  faith.  As  they  are  a  well- 
difpofed  and  harmlefs  people,  probably  in  a  Ihort  time, 
they  may  be  all  converted. 

The.  xiver  tzulimm  has  its  fource  about  three  hun- 

,  died: 
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dred  verfl:  above  meletsky  ostrogue;  from  this  place  ciiap.iii. 
it  continues  its  courfe  to  the  northward,  till  it  meets  ^Z^^' 
with  the  river  oby,  at  a  place  called  shabannsky 
OSTROGUE.  OSTROGUE,  in  the  RUSSIAN  language,  fig- 
nlfics  a  flrong  palifade,  inclofing  a  certain  piece  of 
ground.  On  the  firft  fettlements  made  by  the  Russi- 
ans in  thefe  parts,  fuch  inclofures  were  necelTary  to 
prevent  any  furprife  from  the  inhabitants. 

The  2  I  ft,  early  in  the  morning,  we  left  meletsky, 
and  travelled  through  thick  woods,  along  narrow  roads. 
Next  day,  we  came  to  a  fmall  Russian  village,  called 
melay-keat;  where  we  found  our  baggage,  for  the 
firil  time,  fince  we  quitted  tomsky.  Near  this  place 
the  river  k  e  a  t  has  its  fource ;  and  runs  towards  the 
weft,  till  it  meets  with  the  oby.  Having  changed  hor- 
fes  at  melay-keat,  we  left  our  baggage,  and  proceeded 
on  our  journey. 

On  the  evening  of  the  2  2d,  we  came  to  a  zimovey, 
where  we  halted  a  little,  to  refrelli  ourfelves  and  bait 
our  horfes.  A  zimovy  is  a  houfe  or  two,  built  in  a 
place  at  a  great  diftance  from  any  town  or  village,  for 
the  convenience  of  travellers  ;  and  is  a  fort  of  inn, 
where  you  generally  find  a  warm  room,  frefh  bread, 
and  a  wholefome  and  agreeable  liquor,  called  quafs, 

E  e  2  made 
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CHAP.  III.  made  of  male,  or  rye-meal,  fteeped  and  fermented'^ 

From  this  place  we  travelled  to  beloy,  a  large  vil- 
lage, where  we  changed  horfes,  and  proceeded.  From 
hence  to  yeniseysky  the  country  is  well  cultivated^ 
Upon  the  road  are  many  r  u  s  s  villages,  where  we  got 
fre(h  horfes,  as  often  as  we  pleafed,  without  halting 
ten  minutes.  Thus  we  continued  travelling,  day  and 
night,  till  we  arrived,  on  the  23  d,  at  the  town  of  ye- 
niseysky; where  we  had  a  friendly  reception,  and  good- 
entertainment,  from  the  commandant,  Mr.  beckli- 
M I  s  H  o  F,  who  had  come  fome  miles  from  town  to  meet 
his  old  friend  the  ambaffador. 

Here  I  found  Mr.  kanbar  nikititz  aikinfiof,  with 
whom  I  got  acquainted  at  cazan,  while  we  wintered 
there,  in  the  journey  to  Persia.  Some  crofs  accident 
had  been  the  occafion  of  his  coming  to  this  place.  He 
enjoyed  full  liberty  to  walk  about  at  pleafure.  He  un- 
derftood  feveral  languages,  was  well  acquainted  with 
hiftory,  and  a  chearful  good-natured  companion. 

Here  we  pafled  the  holidays  called  Mafslapitza,  or 
the  Carnaval,  v/hich  is, held  on  the  week  before  Lent. 
In  the  mean  time  our  carriages  arrived,  which  were  di& 
patcl:^ed  again  as  foon  as  pofTible., 

The 
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The  town  of  yeniseysky  is  pleafantly  ficuaced  IncHAP.m. 
a  plain,  on  the  weftern  bank  of  the  river  yenisey,  from  ^  7^^* 
which  the  town  takes  its  name.  It  is  a  large  and  po- 
pulous place,  fenced  with  a  dicch,  palifades,  and  wood- 
en towers.  Here  is  a  good  market  for  furs  of  all  forts  ;^ 
particularly  of  the  animals  called  pielly,  which  are  of 
two  colours,  white  and  dove-colour.  Thefe  creatures 
are  caught  far  to  the  northward  of  this  place.  They 
are  nearly  of  the  fliape  and  fize  of  a  fox;  having  a  (hort 
bufhy  tail,  and  a  thick  foft  downy  fur,  very  light  and 
warm,  which  is  much  efteemed  by  the  great  men  in  the 
northern  parts  of  c  h  i  n  a  ;  and,  by  them,  made  chiefly 
into  cudiions,  on  which  they  fit  in  winter. 

Befides  the  above,  there  is  here  another  creature 
called  roflbmack  in  russ^  and  feel  frefs  by  the  ger.- 
MANs;  becaufe  they  imagine  it  eats  a  great  deal  more- 
in  proportion  than  other  animals.  I  have  feen  feveral 
of  them  alive.  They  are  very  fierce,  and  about  the 
Ihape  and  fize  of  a  badger.  The  neck,  back,  and  tail 
are  black;  but  about  the  belly  the  hair  is  of  a  brown- 
iih  colour.  The  blacker  they  are,  the  more  valuable.. 
The  skin,  being  thick,  is  only  ufed  in  caps  and  mufl's*- 
Alfo  elks,  rain-deer,  and  flags.  The  latter  retire  to 
die  foLith  on  the  approach  of  winter,  and  return  in  the; 

fpring. 
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CHAP.  III.  fpring;.  Here  are  likewife  an  incredible  number  of 
^2~^'  whice-hares,  which  perhaps  I  may  mention  afcerwards.^ 
I  muft  not  omit  the  black  foxes,  which  are  in  great 
abundance  about  yeniseysky.  Their  fur  is  reckoned 
the  mod  beautiful  of  any  kind;  it  is  even  preferred  to 
the  fable  with  refpecl  to  lightncfs  and  warmnefs.  I 
faw  here  one  of  their  skins  valued  at  five  hundred 
crowns,  and  fome  of  them  far  exceed  this  fum. 

Before  I  leave  this  place  I  fliall  give  a  ihort  defcrip-- 
tlon  of  the  courfe  of  the  famous  river  y  e  n  i  s  e  y,  ac- 
cording to  the  beft  information  I  could  procure.  It 
rifes  in  a  hilly  country,  at  a  great  diftancc  fouthward 
from  this  place.  Being  joined  by  many  rivers  in  its 
courfe,  it  grows  into  a  mighty  ftream;  and  is,  at  yeni- 
seysky, full  as  large  as  the  volga.  It  runs  the  long- 
eft  courfe  of  any  river  on  this  vaft  continent.  ^  The 
firft  town,  of  any  note,  in  coming  down  this  river,  is 
KRASSNO-YARR,  which  ftauds  on  the  weftern  bank.  It 
is  a  place  of  confiderable  trade,  particularly  in  furs. 
From  this  place,  along  the  banks,  are  many  villages, 
till  the  YENisEY  meets  the  lower  toxgusta,  a  large 
river,  comino-  from  the  eaft,  a  few  verft  above  yeni- 
SEYSKY.  Below  this  place  there  are  many  inconfider- 
able  fettlements,  till  you  come  to  mangaseysky,  a 

town 
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town  famous  for  furs,  and  the  fhrine  of  an  lllufl:riou<5  ch.\p.iii. 
fainc,  called  vassile  mang:seysky,  much  frequented    ^^^* 
by  the  devout  people  in  thefc  parts. 

Above  this  place  the  yenisey  receives  the  por>KA- 
MENA-TONGUsr.A,  a  large  river,  running  from  the  fouth 
cad;  and,  at  mangaseysky,  it  meets  another  river,  cal- 
led TUROCHANSKY,  coming  from  the  weft.  The  ye- 
nisey now  continues  its  courfe,  almoll  due  north,  till 
it  difcharo;es  itfelf  into  the  ocean.  This  river  abounds 
with  variety  of  excellent  filh;  fuch  as  I  have  already 
mentioned,  but  in  lelfer  quantities. 

The  27th,  we  left  yeniseysky,  and  travelled  abouc 
eio^ht  or  ten  verft  alons:  the  fouth  bank  of  the  river, 
when  we  came  to  thick  and  tall  woods,  which  obliged 
us  to  leave  the  land  and  march  along  the  river,  on  the 
ice,  which  was  very  uneven.  This  roughnefs  is  caufed 
by  the  froft  fetting  in  about  autumn,  with  a  ftrong 
wefterly  wind,  which  drives  up  great  cakes  of  ice  upon 
one  another,  in  fome  places  four  or  five  feet  high.  If 
the  frod:  happens  to  begin  in  calm  weather,  the  ice  is 
very  fmooth,  and  eafy  tor  (ledges. 

The  28th,  we  proceeded  along  the  yenisey,  meet^ 
ins:  fometimcs  with  villao;cs.  The  rio;our  of  the  cold 
was  much  abated;  but  the  face  of  winter  appeared  e- 

very 
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CHAP.  ITT.  very  where,  without  the  leaft  fign  of  fpring.     Ac  eveii- 

^7^^*  ino-    we  entered  the  river  toncusta,  which  we  found 

as  rough  as  the  former;  but,  as  both  the  banks  were 

overgrown  with  thick  woods,  we  were  obHged  to  keep 

along  the  ice. 

Next  day,  we  ftill  proceeded  along  the  river,  in  blow- 
ins:  weather  and  drivino;  fnow. 

The  I  ft  of  March,  we  overtook  our  baggage,  which 
we  pafTed;  it  being  thought  more  convenient,  both  in 
order  to  procure  lodging  and  frefh  horfes,  that  the 
heavy  carriages  fhould  travel  behind. 

We  continued  our  journey,  for  feveral  days,  along 
the  TONGUSTA.     We  found,  now  and  then,  little  vil- 
lages, or  fmgle  houfes,  on  the  banks.     One  day  we 
chanced  to  meet  a  prodigious  flock  of  hares,  all  as 
white  as  the  fnow  on  which  they  walked.     I  fpeak 
within  compafs  when  I  fay  there  were  above  five  or 
fix  hundred  of  them.     They  were  coming  down  the 
river,  very  deliberately,  on  a  fmall  path,  of  their  own 
making,  clofe  to  the  beaten  road.     As  foon  as  they 
faw  us,  all  of  them  run  into  the  woods,  without  feem- 
ins:   much  frio-htened.      I   am   informed   that  thefe 
hares  travel  to  the  fouth,  in  much  greater  flocks  than 
this,  every  fpring,  and  return  in  autumn,  when  the  ri- 
vers 
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vers  are  frozen  and  the  fnow  falls.     In  moft  of  the  chap.  hi. 
villages,  we  found  plenty  of  this  fort  of  venifon;  the  ^J^^ 
inhabitants,  however,  value  it  but  little;  for  they  catch 
thefe  hares  more  on  account  of  their  skins,   of  which 
they  make  confiderable  profits,  than  their  flefli. 

The  TONGUSY,  fo  called  from  the  name  of  the  ri- 
ver, who  live  along  its  banks,  are  the  poflerlty  of  the 
ancient  inhabitants  of  Siberia,  and  differ  in  laneuaire. 
manners,  and  drefs,  and  even  in  their  perfons  and  fea- 
ture, from  all  the  other  tribes  of  thefe  people  I  have 
had  occafion  to  fee.  They  have  no  houfes,  where  they 
remain  for  any  time,  but  range  through  the  woods, 
and  along  rivers,  at  pleafure;  and,  wherever  they  come, 
they  erc6l  a  few  fpars,  inchning  to  one  another  at  the 
top ;  thefe  they  cover  with  pieces  of  birchen  bark,  few- 
ed  together,  leaving  a  hole  at  the  top  to  let  out  the 
fmoke.  The  fire  is  placed  in  the  middle.  They  are  very 
civil  and  traclable,  and  like  to  fmoke  tobacco,  and  drink 
brandy.  About  their  huts  they  have  generally  a  good 
ftock  of  rain-deer,  in  which  all  their  wealth  confifts. 

The  men  are  tall  and  able-bodied,  brave,  and  very 
honeft.  The  women  are  of  a  middle  fize,  and  virtu- 
ous. I  have  feen  many  of  the  men  with  oval  figures, 
like  wreaths,  on  their  fore-heads  and  chins  j  and  fome- 

Vol.  I.  Ff  times 
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CHAP.  III.  times  a  figure,  refembling  the  branch  of  a  tree,  reaching;- 
1720.  f^QYYi  the  corner  of  the  eye  to  the  mouth.     Thefe  are 
made,  in  their  infancy,  by  pricking  the  parts  with  a  nee- 
dle, and  rubbing  them  with  charcoal,  the  marks  whereof 
rcmahi  as  long  as  the  perfon  lives.     Their  complexi- 
on is  fwarthy.     Their  faces  arc  not  fo  flat  as  thofe  of 
the  KALMUKs,  but  their  countenances  more  open.  They 
are  altogether  unacquainted  with  any  kind  of  literature^  . 
and  worfhip  the  fun  and  moon.    They  have  many  fha- 
mans  among  them,,  who  differ  little  from  thofe  I  for^ 
merly  defcribed.    I  v/as  told  of  others,  whofe  abilities  . 
in  fortune-tellino-  far  exceeded  thefe  of  the  fnamans  at 
this  place,  but  they  lived  far  northward.    They  cannot ^ 
bear  to  fleep  in  a  warm  room,  but  retire  to  their  huts, 
and  lie  about  the  lire  on  skins  of  wild  beads.:     It  is 
furprizing  how  thefe  creatures  can  fuffer  the  very  pier-; 
cing  cold  in  thefe  parts. 

Thev/omen  are  dreffed  in  a  fur-gown,  reaching  be- 
low the  knee,  and -tied  about  the  waift  v/ith  a  girdle. 
This  tiirdle  is  about  three  inches  broad,  madeof  deer's 
skin,  having  the  hair  curioufly  ditched  dov/n  and  orna- 
mented; to  which  is  faftened,  at  each  fide,  an  iron-ring, 
that  ferves  to  carry  a  tobacco-pipe,  and  other  trinkets  . 
of  fmajl  value,     TJi^ir  gowns  are.alfo  flitched  down  > 

th©.: 
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'the  breaft,  and  abouc  the  neck.  Their  long  black  hair  chap. m. 
is  plaited,  and  tied  abouc  their  heads,  above  which  ^1'^^' 
they  wear  a  fmall  fur-cap,  which  is  becoming  enough. 
Some  of  them  have  fmall  ear*rinQ;s.  Their  feet  are 
drelTcd  in  buskins,  made  of  deer-skins,  which  reach  to 
the  knee,  and  are  tied  about  the  ancles  with  a  thong 
of  leather. 

The  drefs  of  the  men  Is  very  fimple,  and  fit  for  ac- 
tion. It  confifts  of  a  (hort  jacket,  with  narrow  fleeves, 
made  of  deer's  skin,  having  the  fur  outward ;  troufers 
and  hofe  of  the  fame  kind  of  skin,  both  of  one  piece, 
and  ci^^ht  to  the  limbs.  They  have  befides  a  piece  of 
'^fur,  that  covers  the  breaft  and  ftomach,  which  is  hunn- 
about  the  neck  with  a  thong  of  leather.  This,  for  the 
moft  part,  is  neatly  ftitched  and  ornamented  by  their 
wives.  Round  their  heads  they  have  a  ruff,  made  of 
■  the  tails  of  fquirrels,  to  preferve  the  tips  of  the  ears 
from  the  cold.  There  is  nothing  on  the  crow^n,  but 
the  hair  fmoothed,  which  hangs  in  a  long  plaited  lock 
behind  their  backs. 

Their  arms  are  a  bow  and  fevcral  forts  of  arrows,  ac- 
cording to  the  different  kinds  of  game  they  intend  to 
hunt.  The  arrows  are  carried,  in  a  quiver,  on  their  backs, 
and  the  bow  always  in  their  left  hand.  Befides  thefe^  they 

F  f  2  have 
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CHAP.  III.  have  a  fliorc  lance,  and  a  liccle  hatchet.  Thus  accou- 
17  L°'  ^i"c<J>  ^^^cy  ^'^'^  ^o^  afraid  to  attack  the  fiercefl:  creature 
in  the  woods,  even  the  flrongeft  bear;  for  they  are 
ftout  men,  and  dexterous  archers.  In  winter,  which  Ls 
the  feafon  for  hunting  wild  hearts,  they  travel  on  what 
are  called  fnow  (lioes,  without  which  it  would  be  im- 
pofTible  to  make  their  way  through  the  deep  fnow. 
Thefe  are  made  of  a  very  thin  piece  of  light  wood,  a- 
bout  five  feet  long,  and  five  or  fix  inches  broad,  inclin- 
ing to  a  point  before,  and  fquare  behind.  In  the  middle 
is  fixed  a  thong,  through  v/hich  the  feet  are  put.  On 
thefe  fhoes  a  perfon  may  walk  fafely  over  the  deepeft 
fnow;  for  a  man's  weight  will  not  fink  them  above  an 
inch ;  thefe  however  can  only  be  ufed  on  plains.  They 
have  a  different  kind  for  afcending  hills,  with  the  skins 
of  fcals  o-lued  to  the  boards,  havino;  the  hair  inclined 
backwards,  v«^hich  prevents  the  Aiding  of  the  fnoes;  fo 
&hat  they  can  afcend  a  hill  very  eafily;  and,  in  defcend- 
ing,  they  Aide  downwards  at  a  great  rate. 
^  The  nation  of  the  t  o  n  g  u  s  y  was  very  numerous ; 
but  is,  of  late,  much  diminifned  by  the  fmall  pox.  Ic 
is  remarkable,  that  they  knew  nothing  of  this  diftem- 
per,  till  the  Russians  arrived  among  them.  They  are 
fo.  much  afraid  of  this  difeafe,  that,  if  any  one  of  a  fa- 
mily 
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mily  is  feized  with  ic,  the  reft  immediately  make  the  chap.iii. 
patient  a  little  hut,  and  fet  by  him  fome  water  and  ^^^' 
victuals ;  then,  packing  up  every  tiling,  they  march  off 
CO  the  windward,  each  carrying  an  earthen  pot,  with 
burning  coals  in  it,  and  making  a  dreadful  lamentation 
as  they  go  along.  They  never  rcvifit  the  fick,  till 
they  think  the  danger  paft.  If  the  perfon  dies,  they 
place  him  on  a  branch  of  a  tree,  to  which  he  is  tied, 
with  ftrong  wythes,  to  prevent  his  falling. 

When  they  go  a  hunting  into  the  woods,  they  car- 
ry with  them  no  provifions;  but  depend  entirely  on 
what  they  are  to  catch.  They  eat  every  animal  that 
comes  in  their  way,  even  a  bear,  fox,  or  wolf.  The 
fquirrels  are  reckoned  delicate  food ;  but  the  ermins- 
have  fuch  a  ftrong  rank  tafte  and  fmell,  that  nothing 
but  ftarvino;  can  obliofe  them  to  eat  their  flefh.  When 
a  TONGUSE  kills  an  elk  or  deer,  he  never  moves  from 
the  place,  till  he  has  eat  it  up,  unlefs  he  happens  to  be 
near  his  family;  in  which  cafe,  he  carries  part  of  ic 
home.  He  is  never  at  a  lofs  for  fire,  having  always  a 
tinder-box  about  him ;  if  this  ftiould  happen  to  be 
wanting,  he  kindles  a  fire  by  rubbing  two  pieces  of 
wood  againft  each  other.  They  eat  nothing  raw,  but 
in  great  extremity. 

The 
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CHAP.  III.  The  fables  are  not  caught  in  the  fame  manner  as 
^1^^'  other  animals.  The  fur  is  fo  tender,  that  the  leaft 
mark  of  an  arrow,  or  ruffling  of  the  hair,  fpoils  the  falc 
of  the  skin.  In  hunting  them  they  only  ufe  a  little  dog, 
and  a  net.  When  a  hunter  finds  the  track  of  a  fable 
upon  the  fnow,  he  follows  it,  perhaps,  for  two  or  three 
days,  till  the  poor  animal,  quite  tired,  takes  refuge  in 
fome  tall  tree ;  for  it  can  climb  like  a  cat;  the  hunter 
then  fpreads  his  net  around  the  tree,  and  makes  a  fire; 
the  fable,  unable  to  endure  the  fmoke,  immediately 
defcends,  and  is  caught  in  the  net.  I  have  been  told, 
by  fome  of  thefe  hunters,  that,  when  hard  pinched 
with  hunger,  on  fuch  long  chaces,  they  take  two  thin 
boards,  one  of  which  they  apply  to  the  pit  of  the  fto- 
mach,  and  the  other  to  the  back  oppofite  to  it;  the 
extremities  of  thefe  boards  are  tied  with  cords,  which 
are  drawn  tighter  by  degrees,  and  prevent  their  feel- 
ing the  cravings  of  hunger. 

Although  I  have  obferved,  that  the  tongus  y,  in 
general,  worfliip  the  fun  and  moon,  there  are  many 
exceptions  to  this  obfervation.  I  have  found  intelli- 
gent people  among  them,  who  believed  there  was  a  be- 
ing fupcrior  to  both  fun  and  moon;  and  who  created 
them  and  all  the  world. 

I  fhall 
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I  fhall  only  remark  farther,   that  from  all  the  ac-  chap. in. 
counts  I  have  heard  and  read  of  the  natives  of  cana-   ^7^^' 
DA,   there  is  no  nation,  in  the  v/orld,  which  they  fo 
much  refemble  as  the  tongusians.     The  diflance  be- 
tween them  is  not  fo  great  as  is  commonly  imagined. 

The  4th  of  March,  v/e  came  to  a  little  monaftery, 
called  TROYTZA,  dedicated  to  the  Holy  Trinity ;  where 
we  found  about  half  a  dozen  monks,  who  gave  us  an 
hofpitable  reception  in  their  cells,  and  furnilhcd  us 
with  provifions  and  frefh  horfes.  The  monailcry  ftands 
upon  the  north- fide  of  the  river,  on  a  very  pleafanr 
though  folitary  bank,  encompafTed  with  woods,  corn- 
fields, and  good  pafturage.  Moft  of  the  villages  are 
on  the  north  fide  of  the  river,  as  it  is  higher  than  the 
fouth  fide. 

The  fame  day,  we  proceeded  on  our  journey  alono- 
the  river.  We  met  v/ith,  daily,  great  flocks  of  hares  in 
their  progrefs  to  the  weflward,  and  many  tongusians 
in  their  huts.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that,  from  this  river 
northward  to  the  frozen  ocean,  there  are  no  inhabi- 
tants, except  a  fev/  tongusians  on  the  banks  of  the 
great  rivers;  the  whole  of  this  mod  extenfive  country  - 
being  overgrown  with  dark  impenetrable  woods.  The 
foil,  along  the  banks  of  this  river,  is  good  ]  and  pro- 
duces. ^ 
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CHAP.  III.  duces  wheat,  barley,  rye,  and  oacs.  The  method  ta- 
^7^^'  ken  by  the  inhabitants  to  deftroy  the  large  fir-trees,  is, 
to  cut  off  a  ring  of  bark  from  the  trunk,  about  a  foot 
broad,  which  prevents  the  afcending  of  the  fap,  and 
the  tree  withers  in  a  few  years.  This  prepares  it  for 
being  burnt  in  a  dry  feafon;  by  which  means,  the 
o-round  is  both  cleared  of  the  wood,  and  manured  by 
the  aflies,  without  much  labour. 

The  RUSSIANS  obferve,  that,  where  the  fort  of  fir, 
commonly  called  the  scotch  fir,  grows,  the  ground 
never  fails  of  producing  corn;  but  it  is  not  fo  where  the 
pitch,  or  any  other  kind  of  fir,  prevails. 

The  yth,  we  came  to  the  head  of  the  tongusky, 
which  is  formed  by  the  conflux  of  two  other  rivers,  the 
ANGARA  and  the  elimm.  The  firft  iffues  from  the 
o-reat  baykall  lake;  and  runs  towards  the  weft,  till  it 
meets  the  tongusky,  when  it  lofes  its  name.  We 
left  the  ANGARA  and  tongusky  on  our  right  hand,  and 
proceeded  along  the  elimm,  which  we  found  much 
fmoother  than  the  tongusky.  The  elimm  is  a  confi- 
derably  large  and  navigable  river.  The  banks  on  the 
fouth  fide  are  very  high,  and  covered  with  rugged  rocks, 
overgrown  with  woods ;  but,  to  the  north,  you  meet 
with  feveral  villages,  corn-fields,  and  pafturage. 

Wc 
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We  kept  on  our  courfe  up  the  elimm,  a  little  to  chap. in. 
the  northward  of  the  eaft,  till  the  9th,  when  we  arriv-  ^  7-o- 
ed  at  the  town  of  elimsky,  fo  called  from  the  name 
of  the  river,  which  (lands  in  a  narrow  valley,  on  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  river,  encompaffed  with  high  hills 
and  rocks  covered  with  woods.  This  place  is  but 
fmall,  and  is  only  confiderable  as  it  flands  on  the 
road  to  the  eaftern  parts  of  Siberia;  for  travellers  to 
CHINA  generally  take  to  the  fouth-eaft,  towards  irkut- 
sky;  and  thofe  who  travel  to  yakutsky  and  kaxMtzat- 
SKY,  to  the  north- eaft. 

CHAPTER     IV. 

Ohfcrvations  on  yakutsky  and  kamtzatsky,  ^t.  Journey 
cont'mued  to  irkutsky,  and  occurrences  there,  i)X. 

A  T  ELiMSKY  I  met  with  general  kanifer.  He  was 
adjutant  general  to  charles  xii.  of  sweden,  and 
much  efteemed  by  that  great  warrior,  for  his  military 
exploits.  Kanifer  was  a  native  of  courland.  He 
was  taken  prifoner  by  the  Russians  in  Poland,  and 
fent  hither;  where  he  lived  in  eafe  and  folitude,  and 
was  regularly  vifited  by  all  travellers. 

This  gentleman  had  a  creature  called  kaberda,  which 
Vol.  L  Gg  was 
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CHAP.  IV.  was  brought  to  him  when  a  fawn,  by  fome  of  the  ton- 
^l^'^'  GUSY.  It  is  the  animal  from  which  the  fweet-fmellino; 
drue  called  musk  is  taken.  The  musk  g-rows  about 
the  navel,  in  form  of  an  excrefcence,  which  is  cut  off, 
and  preferved,  when  the  creature  is  killed.  There  are 
many  of  them  in  this  country,  but  the  musk  is  not  fo 
ftrong  fccnted  as  that  which  comes  from  china,-  and 
more  fouthern  climates.  The  general  had  bred  this 
creature  to  be  very  familiar.  He  fed  it  at  his  table 
with  bread  and  roots.  When  dinner  was  over,  it  jump- 
ed on  the  table,  and  picked  up  the  crumbs.  It  fol- 
lowed him  about  the  ftreets  like  a  dog.  I  muft  con- 
fefs  it  was  pleafmg  to  fee  it  cut  caprioles,  and  play 
with  children  like  a  kid. 

The  kaberda  is  a  fize  lefs  than  the  flillow-deer,  and 
its  colour  darker.  It  is  of  a  pretty  fliape,  having  erecl 
horns,  without  branches;  is  very  fwift,  and  haunts 
locks  and  mountains,  of  difficult  acccfs  to  men  or 
dogs;  and,  when  hunted,  jumps  from  cliir  to  cliff  with 
incredible  celerity,  and  hrmnefs  of  foot.  The  fleih  is 
efteemed  better  venifon  than  any  of  the  deer  kind,  of 
larger  fize ;  whereof  there  is  great  variety  m  thefe 
parts. 

Before  I  ka^e  elimsky,  I  Ihall,  as  ufual,  give  a  fliorc 

account 
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account  of  fome  of  the  places  adjacent;  particularly  chap.iv. 
thofe  to  the  north-eaft,  towards  the  river  l  e  n  a,  and    J^~^' 
YAKUTS KY,  according  as  I  have  been  informed  by  tra- 
vellers, on  whofe  veracity  I  could  entirely  depend. 

The  people  who  travel  in  winter,  from  hence  to 
thefe  places,  generally  do  it  in  January,  or  February. 
It  is  a  very  long  and  difficult  journey;  and  w^hich  none 
but  TONGUsiANS,  or  fuch  hardy  people,  have  abilities 
to  perform.  The  Russians  frequently  finiih  it  in  fix 
weeks.  The  common  method  is  as  follows:  After 
travelling  a  few  days  in  fledges,  when  the  road  becomes 
impaflTable  by  horfes,  they  fet  themfelves  on  fnow-lhoes, 
and  drag  after  them  what  is  called  a  nart,  containing 
provifions  and  other  neceflaries ;  which  are  as  few  and 
lioht  as  pofTible.  This  nart  is  a  kind  of  fledge,  about 
five  feet  long,  and  ten  inches  broad,  which  a  man  may 
eafily  draw  upon  the  deepefl:  fnow.  At  night,  they 
make  a  large  fire,  and  lay  themfelves  down  to  fleep  in 
thefe  narrow  fledges.  As  foon  as  they  have  refredied 
themfelves,  they  again  proceed  on  their  fnow-flioes,  as 
before.  This  manner  of  traveUing  continues  about 
the  fpace  of  ten  days,  when  they  come  to  a  place 
where  they  procure  dogs  to  draw  both  themfelves  and 
their  narts.     The  dogs  are  yoked  by  pairs;  and  are 
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CHAP.  IV.  more  or  fewer  in  number,  according  to  the  weight  they 
7^^*  have  to  draw.  Being  trained  to  the  work,  they  go  on 
with  great  fpirit,  barking  all  the  way;  and  the  perfon, 
who  lies  in  the  fledge,  holds  a  fmall  cord  to  guide  the 
dog  that  leads  the  refl.  They  are  faftened  to  the 
fledge  by  a  foft  rope,  which  is  tied  about  their  middle, 
and  paflts  through  between  their  hind  legs.  I  have 
been  furprifed  to  fee  the  weight  that  thefe  creatures. 
are  able  to  draw;  for  travellers  mufl:  carry  along  with 
them  provifions,  both  for  themfelves  and  the  dogs. 
Thefe  watchful  animals  knov/  the  time  of  fetting  out 
in  the  morning;  and  make  a  difmal  howling,  till  they 
arc  fed  and  purfue  their  journey.  This  way  of  tra- 
velling would  not,  I  believe,  fuit  every  conftitution;. 
the  very  fight  of  it  fatisfied  my  curiofity.  Thus,  how- 
ever, thefe  people  proceed  for  near  three  weeks,  till 
they  arrive  at  fome  villages  on  the  lena;  where,  leav- 
ing the  dogs,  they  procure  horfes,  with  w^hich  they 
travel  to  the  town  of  yakutsky.  This  place  has  its- 
name  from  a  rivulet,  called  yakut,.  v/hich  empties  it- 
felf  into  the  lena. 

I  have  been,  perhaps,  too  particular  in  defcribing 
the  method  of  travelling  with  fnow-fhoes  and  dogs; 
but,  as  thefe  things  are  known  to  few  european5,  I 

coa- 
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concluded  an  account  of  them  would  not  be  difagree-  chap.  iv. 
able.     I  have  feen  feveral  Swedish  officers  who  have   ^7-^- 
travelled  to  yakutsky  in  this  manner.     I  tried  the 
fnow-lhoes  myfelf,  and  found  them  very  fatiguing ;  but 
time  and  pradice  make  them  eafy  and  familiar. 

There  is  a  more  agreeable  road,  from  e  l  i  m  s  k  y  to 
YAKUTSKY,  than  that  I  have  mentioned,  which  is  by 
water,  down  the  river  lena;  but  this  rout  will  not  a- 
gree  with  the  time  and  circumftances  of  every  traveller. 
Thofe  who  travel  from  irkutsky,  by  this  courfe,  go, 
by  land,  to  a  place  called  vercholensky  ostrogue, 
fituated  near  the  fource  of  the  lena,  where  they  em- 
baric  and  fall  down  the  flream.  Thofe  who  go  from 
ELiMSKY,  crofs  the  country  directly,  about  two  days 
journey,  to  the  firft  convenient  place  upon  the  lena^. 
where  they  procure  veffels,  and  fail  down  the  river  to 
YAKUTSKY,  or  any  other  place;  but  in  this  paflage,  by 
water,  they  are  peftered  with  numbers  of  large  gnats 
and  muskitoes,  which  leffen  the  pleafure  of  the  voyage. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  northward,  it  will  not  be 
improper  to  give  a  fhort  defcription  of  the  fam.ous  ri- 
ver LENA;  which,  for  the  length  of  its  courfe,  and 
quantity  of  water,  may  be  compared  to  any  of  the 


largeft  rivers  in  the  world. 
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CHAP. IV.  The  LENA  lifes  at  a  fmall  diftance  northward  from 
^720-  xh^  BAYKALL  lake,  and  runs  to  the  north,  with  little 
variation,  till  it  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  northern 
ocean.  I  compute  the  length  of  it,  from  the  fource 
to  the  ocean,  to  be  about  two  thoufand  five  hundred 
ENGLISH  miles,  though  it  is  much  more  by  common 
report.  It  is  navigable  during  this  whole  courfe,  hav- 
ing no  cataracts  fo  great  as  to  prevent  the  paffage  of  vef- 
fels  of  confiderable  burden.  It  receives  many  great 
rivers,  mod  of  which  come  from  the  eaft.  It  may 
eafily  be  imagined,  that  the  lena  cannot  fail  of  being 
flored  with  various  kinds  of  excellent  fiih,  when  the 
other  rivers  in  Siberia  afford  fuch  plenty  and  variety. 
The  banks  are  generally  overgrown  v/ith  tall  thick 
woods;  wherein  are  abundance  of  game,  and  wild 
beafts.  The  country,  between  its  fource  and  the  bay- 
KALL  lake,  is  well  peopled,  abounding  with  many  russ 
villages,  and  corn-fields,  along  the  banks  of  the  river. 

Having  formerly  mentioned  yakutsky  and  kamt- 
ZATSKY,  I  fliall  add  a  few  obfervations  on  thefe  two 
provinces. 

The  town  of  yakutsky,  capital  of  the  province  of 
that  name,  is  fituated  on  the  weft  bank  of  the  river 
LENA,  and  governed  by  a  commandant;  whofe  office  is 
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reckoned  very  lucrative,  as  many  fables,  and  other  va-  cfiap.iv. 
luable  furs,  are  found  in  that  province.  1720. 

The  winter  here  is  very  long,  and  the  froft  fo  vio- 
lent, that  it  is  never  out  of  the  earth,  in  the  month  of 
June,  beyond  two  feet  and  an  half  below  the  furface. 
When  the  inhabitants  bury  tlieir  dead  above  three  feet 
deep,  they  are  laid  in  frozen  earth;  for  the  heat  of  the 
fun  never  penetrates  above  two  feet,  or  two  feet  and 
an  half:  fo  that,  I  am  informed,  all  the  dead  bodies 
remain  in  the  earth,  unconfumed;  and  will  do  fo  till 
the  day  of  judgment. 

The  town,  and  many  villages  in  its  neighbourhood, 
are  inhabited  by  Russians;  who  have  horfes  and  cows, 
but  no  (heep  nor  corn.  They  are  plentifully  fupplied 
with  corn  from  the  fouthern  parts  of  the  country,  by 
water-carriage  along  the  lena.  And,  in  fummer,  they 
make  hay  enough  to  feed  their  cattle  in  winter. 

The  province  of  yakutsky  is  inhabited  by  a  nume- 
rous tribe  of  tartars;  by  which  name  the  Russians 
call  the  whole  of  the  natives  of  this  country,  however 
they  differ  from  one  another  in  religion,  language,  and 
manners.  Thofe  of  this  province  are  named  y akuty. 
They  occupy  a  great  fpace  of  territory  round  this 

place, 
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CHAP.  IV.  place,  efpecially  to  the  eaft,  where  they  border  with 
^7^^*  the  extenfive  province  of  kamtzatsky. 

The  YAKUTY  differ  little  from  the  tongusians, 
either  in  their  perfons  or  way  of  life.  Their  occupa- 
tion, like  that  of  the  other  natives,  is  fifhing  and  hunt- 
ing. They  have  flattiih  faces,  little  black  eyes,  and 
long  black  hair,  plaited,  and  hanging  down  their  backs. 
Many  of  the  men  are  marked  in  the  face  with  char- 
coal, after  the  manner  of  the  tongusians.  I  have, 
however,  feen  many  of  thefe  people,  both  men  and 
women,  of  good  complexions.  They  often  fell  their 
children  to  the  Russians,  who  are  very  fond  of  them; 
as  they  generally  make  trufly  fervants. 

Thefe  people,  though  otherwife  humane  and  trac- 
table, have,  among  them,  one  very  barbarous  cuftom: 
When  any  of  their  people  are  infirm  through  age,  or 
feized  with  diftempers  reckoned  incurable,  they  make 
a  fmall  hut  for  the  patient,  near  fome  river,  in  which 
they  leave  him,  with  fome  provifions;  and  feldom,  or 
never,  return  to  vifit  him.  On  fuch  occafions,  they 
have  no  regard  to  father  or  mother;  but  fay,  they  do 
them  a  Q-ood  office  in  fendino;  them  to  a  better  world. 
Whereby  it  appears,  that,  even  thefe  rude  ignorant 
people  have  a  notion  of  a  future  ftate. 

Under 
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Under  KAMTZATSKY  I  Includc  all  that  vail  tracl  of  chap.  iv. 
land,  reaching  from  the  river  amoor,  along  the  (horc  ^7-"^- 
ef  the  EASTERN,  or  Japanese  ocean,  called  by  the  Rus- 
sians TiKOE  MORE,  or  the  CALM  SEA,  to  thc  north-caft 
point  of  the  continent.  The  country,  along  thc  fliore, 
is  very  pleafant  and  healthy,  efpecially  to  the  fouth, 
where  the  climate  is  temperate.  This  part  of  thc 
country  produces  grain,  and,  as  I  have  been  informed, 
even  grapes,  and  other  fruits.  The  inhabitants  arc 
very  humane  and  hofpi table. 

When  the  Russians  firft  entered  this  province,  thc 
KAMTZEDANS  cndcavourcd  to  oppofe  them.  For  this 
purpofe  they  affembled  great  numbers  of  men,  armed, 
after  the  fafhion  of  their  country,  with  bows,  arrows, 
and  fhort  lances,  headed  with  bone,  fharpened  at  the 
point.  Whence  it  appears,  that  thefe  people  knew  no 
more  the  ufe  of  iron,  than  the  Mexicans  on  the  arri- 
val of  the  SPANIARDS  in  America.  Their  multitudes 
were  foon  difperfed  by  a  few  Russians  with  fire-arms, 
which,  in  thofe  days,  had  rifled  barrels,  and  a  fmall 
bore,  which  killed  at  a  great  diftance.  The  poor 
KAMTZEDANS,  feeing  their  people  fall  without  any  vi- 
fible  wound,  and  aftoniihed  with  the  fire  and  noife  of 
the  gun-powder,  left  the  field  in  the  utmoll  confterna- 

VoL.  L  Hh  *  tioHo 


242  A      JOURNEY 

CHAP.  IV.  tion.  Their  difpoficions  now  were  wholly  inclmed'ta 
^1'^^'  peace;  and  a  few  of  their  chief  men  were  fenc  to  the 
RUSSIANS,  in  order  to  obtain  it.  They  proftra- 
ted  themfelves,  in  the  moft  fubmifTive  manner,  before 
the  leader  of  the  party,  and  begged  of  him  to  grant 
them  peace;  which  he  did,  on  condition  of  their  pay- 
ing to  his  Majefty  an  annual  tribute  of  fables,  or  other 
furs.  This  condition  they  have  punctually  performed 
ever  fince. 

Many  parts  of  kamtzatsivY  are  hilly  and  moun- 
tainous, particularly  to  the  north,  and  covered  with 
tall  woods.  At  ocHOTsKY  is  a  good  harbour,  and  tim- 
ber enough  to  build  a  royal  navy.  There  are  many 
great  and  finall  rivers,  that  run  through  the  country, 
and  empty  themfelves  into  the  Eaftern  Ocean,  among 
which  is  a  o-reat  river,  called  an  a  deer.  To  the 
north  of  this  river,  towards  the  ocean,  lies  an  ex- 
tenfive  tra(5l  of  land,  little  known,  and  inhabited  by  a 
fierce  and  favage  people,  called,  by  the  Russians,  ana- 
DEERTZY,  who  coutinuc  very  untradable. 

I  have  nothing  further  to  add  concerning  thefe  re- 
mote provinces;  only,  I  am  perfuaded  that  the  iflands- 
of  JAPAN  can  be  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  fouch^ 
^rn  parts  of  kamtzatsky.     What  confirmed  me  ia 

this 
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this  opinion  is,  that  I  faw  at  st.  Petersburg  a  young  chaimv. 
man,  a  native  of  japan,  who,  I  believe,  is  yet  ahve  in   ^7-^- 
the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  that  place.     I  asked  him, 
by  what  accident  he  was  brought  fo  far  from  his  own 
country  ;     and    he  gave    me   the  following  account. 
That  his  father  and  himfelf,  with  a  few  perfons  more, 
being  at  a  noted  town  called  naggisaky,  on  the  weft 
coaft  of  the  illand,   employed  about  fome  affairs  of 
trade,  and  having  iinifhed  their  bufinefs,  intended  to 
return  to  their  own  habitations,  on  the  north  fliore,  by 
failing  round  the  coaft.    Therefore  went  they  on  board 
a  fmall  boat,  and  begun  their  voyage  homeward ;  but, 
meeting  with  a  ftrong  gale  off  the  land,  they  were  un- 
fortunately driven  out  to  fea ;  and,  in  a  few  days,  were 
caft  upon  the  coaft  of  kamtzatsky,  half-ftarved,  and 
in  the  greateft  diftrefs.     In  this  condition  they  met 
with  a  RUSSIAN  officer,  who  afforded  them  all  that  af- 
fiftance  which  common  humanity  dilates  on  fuch  oc- 
cafions.     Notwithftandino;  all  his  care,  feveral  of  the 
old  people  died;  being  quite  fpent  with  fatigue,  and 
want  of  victuals.     That  he  and  another  youth ,  who 
was  fince  dead,  were  fent  to  st.  Petersburg,  where  his 
Majefty  was  pleafed  to  order  that  they  Ihould  be  pro- 
vided for  in  the  Academy.     This  young  man  could 
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CHAP. IV.  read  and  write  both  the  Japanese  and  Russian  larj- 

1720. 
/         guages. 

We  fet  out  from  e l  i  m sky  on  the  i  2th;  and  next 
day,  in  the  evening,  came  to  a  fmall  village,  upon  the 
north  bank  of  the  river  angara,  about  eighty  verft  di- 
ftant  from  e  l  i  M  s  k  y.  During  thefe  two  days  we  faw 
no  houfe,  nor  any  inhabitants ;  the  whole  of  the  counr 
try,  through  which  v/e  paffed,  being  covered  with  tall 
and  thick  woods.  There  is  a  narrow  road  cut  for 
fledges;  and  the  trees  on  each  fide,  meeting  at  the  top, 
fhade  it  by  day  ;  and  in  the  night  make  it  very  dark, 
and  almoft  difmal. 

We  paflTed  the  night  in  this  village,  where  we  got 
•frefh  horfes;  and,  next  morning,  repeated  our  journey 
almoft  due  eaft',  up  the  river  angara,  upon  the  ice. 
Along  the  banks  we  found  many  villages  v/ell- peopled. 
The  face  of  the  country  had  now  a  different  afpe6l-, 
from  what  I  had  feen  for  feveral  months ;  fometimes 
we  faw  a  fine  champaign  country,  exhibiting  a  beau- 
tiful and  extenfive  profpe6l;  at  other  times,  the  view 
was  agreeably  varied  with  woods,  and  rifing  grounds. 
The  north- fide  of  the  river  is  moftly  over-grown  with. 
woods.      There. are  fome  openings  along  the  banks; 

where 
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where  we  found  villages,  and  abundance  of  cattle  and  chap.  iv. 
provifions.  / 

The  15th,  we  arrived  at  a  large  village,  called  bal 
lagansky;  fituated  on  the  fouth-fide  of  the  Angara, 
near  a  rivulet,  running  from  the  fouth,  called  ung  a. 
The  fituation  of  this  place  is  very  pleafant,  as  it  (lands 
in  a  fruitful  plain,  and  has  many  corn-fields  and  woods 
in  the  neighbourhood. 

Here  we  found  another  tribe  of  the  natives  of  Sibe- 
ria, who  differ,  in  fome  particulars,  from  all  thofe  I 
have  formerly  defcribed.  They  are  called  by  the  rus- 
sians  BRATSK  y,  but  by  themfelves  buraty.  They 
live  in  tents  all  the  year;  and,  having  large  flocks  of 
flieep,  and  many  cows  and  horfes,  they  remove  from 
place  to  place,  as  the  convenience  of  grazing  requires. 
Their  language  has  a  great  affinity  to  that  of  the  Kal- 
mucks ;  and  they  have  priefts  among  them  who  can 
read  and  write  that  language.  As  to  their  drefs,  and 
manner  of  life,  I  could  obferve  little  difference  between 
them  and  the  Kalmucks  on  the  volga;  and  there- 
fore conclude  they  have  both  defcended  from  the  fame 
original.  Their  faces,  however,  are  not  quite  fo  flat 
as  thofe  of  the  k  a  l  mug  k  s  ;  their  nofcs  being  fome- 
what  higher,  and  their  coancenances more  open. 

The 
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CHAP.  IV.  The  BURATY  are  ftout  active  men,  but  hate  all  kind 
12 Z?'  ^f  labour.  For,  though  they  have  the  example  of  the 
RUSSIANS  plowing  and  fowing  their  ground,  and  living 
plentifully  on  the  produce  of  this  rich  and  fertile  foil, 
they  chufe  ftill  to  live  in  their  tents,  and  tend  their 
flocks,  on  which  their  fubfiftence  intirely  depends. 

The  chief  exercife  of  the  men  is  hunting  and  rid- 
ing. They  have  a  good  breed  of  faddle-horfes ;  and 
their  horned  cattle  are  very  large.  Their  fheep  have 
broad  tails,  and  their  mutton  is  excellent.  They  have 
alfo  great  abundance  of  goats.  For  all  thefe  animals 
they  make  no  provifion  of  fodder;  but  leave  them  to 
feed  in  the  open  fields.  When  the  fnow  falls  to  a 
great  depth,  which  feldom  happens  in  thefe  parts,  they 
drive  them  fouthward  to  rifing  grounds,  where  little 
fnow  lies. 

Their  arms  are  bows  and  arrows,  lances  and  fabres ; 
all  of  which  are  ufed  on  horfe-back ;  for,  like  the  Kal- 
mucks, they  have  no  infantry.  They  are  dexterous 
archers,  and  skilful  horfemen. 

Thefe  people  were  formerly  fubje6]:  to  a  prince  of 
the  M  ON  gals;  but  now  live  very  quietly  under  the 
RUSSL^N  government.  They  are  at  prefent  a  very  nu- 
merous people,  reaching  towards  the  call  and  fouth 

of 


T    O      P    E    K    I    N.  247 

of  the  BAYKALL  lake;  and  are  generally  reckoned  very  chap.iv. 
honeft  and  fincere.  1720. 

As  to  their  drefs,  the  men  wear  a  coat ,  or  rather 
gown,  of  fheep-sklns,  girt  about  the  middle,  in  all 
feafons;  a  fmall  round  cap,  faced  with  fur,  having  a 
taffel  of  red  filk  at  the  top ;  which,  together  with  a 
pair  of  drawers  and  boots,  makes  up  the  whole  of  their 
apparel.  The  women's  drefs  is  nearly  the  fame;  only 
their  gowns  are  plaited  about  thewaift,  and  hang  down 
like  a  petticoat.  The  married  women  have  their  hair 
hanging  in  two  locks,  one  on  each  fide  of  the  head, 
drawn  through  two  iron  rings  to  prevent  its  floating 
on  the  breaft;  and  looking  very  like  a  tye-wig.  Round 
their  fore-head  they  wear  a  hoop  of  polilhed  iron,  made 
fad  behind;  and  on  their  head  a  fmall  round  cap, 
faced  with  fur,  and  embroidered,  in  their  falhion,  to 
difl:ino:ullh  it  from  thofe  of  the  men.  The  maids  are 
dreifed  in  the  fame  manner;  only,  their  hair  is  all  plait- 
ed, hanging  in  feparate  locks  round  their  head,  and  is 
as  black  as  a  raven ;  fome  of  them  have  good  com- 
plexions. Both  the  men  and  women  are  courteous  in 
their  behaviour.  I  Ihould  like  them  much  better  if 
they  were  a  lictle  more  cleanly.  Both  their  pcrfons 
and  tents  are  extremely  nafty,.  from  their  ufing  only 

skins 
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CHAP.  IV.  skins  to  preferve  them  from  the  cold ;   on  thefe  they 
^7^0.  £j.^  Qj-  YiQ^  round  a  little  fire,  in  their  tents. 

The  religion  of  the  buraty  feems  to  be  the  fame 
with  that  of  the  Kalmucks,  which  is  downright  Paga- 
nifm  of  the  groflefl  kind.  They  talk  indeed  of  an  al- 
mighty and  good  being,  who  created  all  things,  whom 
they  call  burchun;  but  feem  bewildered,  in  obfcure 
and  fabulous  notions,  concerning  his  nature  and  go- 
vernment. They  have  two  high  priefts,  to  whom  they 
pay  great  refpe6l;  one  is  called  Delay-Lama,  the  other 
Kutuchtu.  Of  thefe  pr lefts  I  fliall  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  give  fome  account  afterwards. 

In  paiTmg  the  tents  of  the  buraty,  I  often  obferved 
a  long  pole;  whereon  was  hung,  by  the  horns,  the  head 
and  skin  of  a  fheep.  On  inquiring  the  reafon  of  this 
appearance,  I  was  told  that  the  animal,  whofe  head 
and  skin  thefe  were,  had  been  flain,  and  offered  in  fa- 
crifice,  to  the  God  who  proteded  their  flocks  and  herds. 
I  could  obferve  no  images  among  them,  except  fome 
relicks  given  them  by  their  priefts,  which  they  had 
from  the  Delay-Lama ;  thefe  arc  commonly  hung  up 
in  a  corner  of  their  tents,  and  fome  times  about  their 
necks,  by  way  of  an  amulet,  to  preferve  them  from  mis- 
fortunes. 

The 
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The  1 6th,  we  came  to  another  large  village,  called  chap.iv. 
KAMENKA,  fituatcd  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river,  ^72^- 
where  we  found  many  of  the  buraty  in  their  tents. 
This  day  we  had  fome  rain,  which  melted  much  fnow, 
and  made  it  dangerous  to  travel  upon  the  ice;  fo  that 
we  were  obliged  to  leave  the  river,  and  make  the  befl 
of  our  way  along  the  banks;  for  feveral  of  our  horfes 
broke  through  the  ice,  and  were  got  up  again  with  no 
fmall  difficulty. 

The  1 7th,  our  route  lay  to  the  fouth-eaft.  The  al- 
teration of  the  weather  was  now  very  perceptible;  the 
heat  of  the  fun  was  very  intenfe,  and  the  fnow  fud- 
denly  difappeared,  leaving  no  marks  of  winter,  except 
the  ice  upon  the  river,  which  was  vanifhing  very  faft. 
Thus,  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  days,  we  paiTed  from  a 
cold  winter  to  a  warm  fpring;  and  one  would  almoft 
have  imagined  we  had  been  imperceptibly  dropped  into 
another  climate.  Our  fledges,  in  which  we  had  tra- 
velled and  lodged,  for  moil  part,  during  the  winter, 
could  now  be  of  no  ufe;  and  we  left  them  to  be  put 
on  wheel  carriages,  in  order  to  follow  us  as  fliould  be 
convenient. 

Having  procured  fuch  horfes  and  furniture  as  the 
place  afforded,  we  proceeded  along  the  north  bank  of 
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CHAP. IV.  the  ANGARA,  towai'ds  iRKUTSKY.  Wc  wcre  efcorced 
^7-o.  ^y  ^-^j^g  COSSACKS,  and  a  party  of  the  buraty,  armed 
with  bows  and  arrows.  We  hunted  all  the  way  as  we 
travelled;  and  were  not  a  little  furprifed  to  fee  the  bu- 
raty kill  many  hares  with  their  arrows.  This  exer- 
cife  was  very  feafonable,  as  v/e  had  been  confined  to 
fledges  for  more  than  three  months,  during  our  jour- 
ney from  cazan  to  this  place. 

On  the  1 8  th  of  March,  we  arrived  at  the  town  of 
IRKUTSKY,  fo  called  from  the  rivulet  irkut,  which 
falls  into  the  Angara  near  it.  It  (lands  on  the  north 
bank  of  the  an  gar  a,  in  a  large  plain,  to  the  north  of 
which  the  grounds  are  very  high,  and  covered  with 
woods.  On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river,  towards  the 
BAYKALL  lake,  are  high  hills,  rifmg  to  the  fouth,  and 
covered  with  tall  trees;  among  which  are  many  larin^ 
xes  and,  Siberian  cedars.  The  larinx,  called  in  russ 
lifvinitza,  is  a  well  known  tree  in  thefe  parts;  near  the 
SK)ot  of  it  grows  a  famous  drug,  called  agarick,  in 
form  of  a  muihroom.  It  fheds  its  leaf  in  autumn, 
and  in  fummer  it  looks  like  a  pine;  it  grows  very 
ftraight  and  tall,  and  is  reckoned  good  timber  for 
ihip-building;  it  bears  a  cone  like  the  fir-tree,  con- 
taining the  feed,  but  not  half  fo  large. 
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What  is  called  the  cedar  is  a  large  tall  tree,  \vhich  chap.iv. 
never  (hades  the  leaf;  it  is  white  and  fmooth,  but  has  ^7^_^* 
not  the  leaft  fmell  of  cedar.  They  ufc  it  chiefly  in 
building  houfes;  and  it  makes  the  fincfl:  white  floors, 
and  freeft  from  knots,  of  any  wood  I  know.  The 
leaves  are  like  thofe  of  a  pine;  but  grow  in  tafl!els, 
very  beautiful.  The  cones  are  large;  and,  inftead  of 
feed  like  the  fir,  contain  a  fmall  nut  with  a  kernel; 
of  which  the  people  in  this  country  are  very  fond, 
and  eat  it  by  way  of  a  defert,  in  place  of  better  fruit. 
It  has  a  pleafant  tafte,  like  that  of  raifins;  and  is  e- 
fteemed  good  for  the  ftomach. 

The  town  of  irkutsky  is  fortified  with  a  ditch, 
and  ftrong  palifades,  having  towers  at  certain  diftan- 
ces.  The  garrifon  confifts  of  fome  regular  troops, 
befides  a  number  of  coilacks,  or  the  militia  of  the 
country.  The  town  contains  about  two  thoufand 
houfes;  and  the  inhabitants  are  plentifully  fupplied 
with  provifions  of  all  kinds,  from  the  neighbouring 
villages.  The  adjacent  woods  abound  with  variety  of 
game.  The  river  affords  fturgeon,  and  many  other 
kinds  of  fi(h,  but  no  fterlet;  becaufe,  as  I  apprehend, 
they  delight  in  muddy  dreams;  and  the  water  at  this 

I  i  2  place 
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CHAP.  IV.  place  is  fo  clear,  that,  in  two  fathoms  depth,  one  may 
1720.  ^^^  ^Yic  pebbles  at  the  bottom.. 

At  iRKUTSKY  is  a  good  market  for  furs  of  all  forts, 
and  likewifc  for  many  kinds  of  Chinese  goods.  All 
merchandife  muft  be  entered  at  the  cuftom-houfe,  in 
this  place,  and  pays  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent;  which 
produces  a  confiderable  revenue  to  his  majefty. 

The  2.5  th  of  March,  our  baggage  arrived,  after  fur- 
mounting  many  difficulties  on  the  road.  They  had 
been  obliged  to  leave  many  of  the  fledges,  after  tak-^ 
ing  the  baggage  off  them,  and  putting  it  on  wheel- 


carnages. 


Our  defign  was  to  have  crofied  the  baykall  fea 
upon  the  ice,  and  then  proceeded,  by  land,  to  the 
town  of  selinginsky;  but  we  came  too  lat€  for  that 
purpofe.  The  feafon  v/as  fo  far  advanced,  that,  be- 
fore our  carriages  arrived,  the  river  was  almoft  free  of 
ice.  We  were  informed,  indeed,  that  the  ice,  upoa 
the  lake,  was  fufficiently  ftrong  to  bear  horfes;  but, 
upon  confidering  the  matter,  it  was  thought  moft  ad»- 
vifeable  to  remain  here,  till  the  ice  in  the  fea  was  alfa 
melted,  that  v/e  might  go  by  v/ater  to  selinginsky^; 
and  orders  were  immxdiately  given  that  vefTels  fhould ' 
be  prepared  for  this  purpofe. 


TOPEKIN.  2C^ 

April  I  ft,  we  crofted  the  river,  accompanied  by  Mr.  chap.  iv. 
RAKiTiN  the  commandant,  in  order  to  take  a  view  of  ^7^0. 
the  country  towards  the  fouth.  We  rode  through 
fine  woods,  of  ftately  oaks  and  other  trees,  formerly 
mentioned.  We  hunted  all  the  way,  and  found  a- 
bundance  of  game.  At  laft,  we  came  to  a  fmall  Rus- 
sian village,  in  a  fruitful  valley,  encompafted  with  hills 
covered  with  woods,  where  we  lodged.  Next  day  we 
went  ten  or  a  dozen  miles  farther,  in  fearch  of  wild 
beafts;  but,  finding  none,  we  returned  to  the  fame  vil- 
lage,  and  the  day  following  to  irkutsky. 

The  loth,  we  were  entertained  with  a  famous  bu- 
RATSKY  ftiaman,  who  was  alfo  a  lama,  or  prieft,  and 
was  brought  from  a  great  diftance.  As  thcfe  ftiamans 
make  a  great  noife  in  this  part  of  the  world,  and  are 
believed,  by  the  ignorant  vulgar,  to  be  infpired,  I  fliall 
give  fome  account  of  the  behaviour  of  this  one,  in 
particular,  by  which  it  will  appear  that  the  whole  is 
an  impoficion.  ^ 

He  was  introduced  to  the  ambaflador  by  the  com- 
mandant, accompanied  by  feveral  chiefs  of  his  own 
tribe,  who  treat  him  with  great  refpc'fl.  He  was  a 
man  of  about  thirty  years  of  age,  of  a  grave  afpcci:  and 
deportment.     At  his  introduction  he  had  a  cup  of 

brandy 
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CHAP.  IV.  brandy  prefented  to  him,  which  he  drank,  but  refufed 

After  fome  converfation,  he  was  defired  to  exhibit 
fome  fpecimen  of  his  art;  but  he  replied,  he  could  do 
nothing  in  a  Russian  houfe;  becaufe  there  were  fome 
Images  of  faints,  which  prevented  his  fuccefs.  The 
performance  was  therefore  adjourned  to  a  buratsky 
tent  in  the  fuburbs.  Accordingly,  in  the  evening,  we 
v/ent  to  the  place  appointed,  where  we  found  the  fha- 
man,  with  feveral  of  his  companions,  round  a  little 
fire,  fmoking  tobacco;  but  no  women  among  them. 
We  placed  ourfelves  on  one  fide  of  the  tent,  leaving 
the  other  for  him  and  his  countrymen.  After  fitting 
about  half  an  hour,  the  fliaman  placed  himfelf  crofs- 
leo-o-ed  upon  the  floor,  clofe  by  a  few  burning  coals 
upon  the  hearth,  with  his  face  towards  his  compani- 
ons; then  he  took  two  fticks,  about  four  feet  long 
each,  one  in  each  hand,  and  began  to  fing  a  difmal 
tune,  beating  time  with  the  fticks;  all  his  followers 
joined  in  the  chorus.  During  this  part  of  the  perfor- 
mance, he  turned  and  diftorted  his  body  into  many 
different  poftures,  till,  at  laft,  he  wrought  himfelf  up  to 
fuch  a  degree  of  fury  that  he  foamed  at  the  mouth, 
and  his  eyes  looked  red  and  ftaring.     He  now  ftarted 

up 
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Up  on  his  legs,  and  fell  a  dancing,  like  one  dlilracled,  chap.  iv. 
till  he  erode  out  the  fire  with  his  bare  feet.  Thefe  ^Z^^' 
unnatural  motions  were,  by  the  vulgar,  attributed  to 
the  operations  of  a  divinity;  and,  in  truth,  one  would 
almoft  have  imagined  him  pofTefTed  by  fome  demon. 
After  being  quite  fpent  with  dancing,  he  retired  to 
the  door  of  the  tent,  and  gave  three  dreadful  fhrieks, 
by  which,  his  companions  faid,  he  called  the  demon  to 
diredl  him  in  anfwering  fuch  queftions  as  lliould  be 
propofcd.  He  then  returned,  and  fat  down  in  great 
compofure,  telling  he  was  ready  to  refolve  any  qaefti- 
on  that  might  be  asked.  Several  of  our  people  put 
queflions  in  abundance;  all  which  he  anfwered  readily, 
but  in  fuch  ambiguous  terms  that  nothing  could  be 
made  of  them.  He  now  performed  feveral  legerde- 
main tricks;  fuch  as  flabbing  himfelf  with  a  knife,  and 
bringing  it  up  at  his  mouth,  running  himfelf  through 
with  a  fword,  and  many  others  too  trifling  to  men- 
tion. In  fhort,  nothing  is  more  evident  than  that 
thefe  Ibamans  are  a  parcel  of  jugglers,  who  impofe  on 
the  ignorant  and  credulous  vulgar. 

The  6th  of  April,  we  went  to  a  monaftery,  about 
five  miles  to  the  weftward  of  this  place,  where  we  din- 
ed with  tlie  archbifhop  of  todolsky.     This  prelate 

had 
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CHAP.  IV.  had  lately  come  hither  to  vifit  fome  monafterles ;  and, 
^7^^'  in  his  way,  had  baptized  a  number  of  osteaks  and 
other  heathens.  From  this  time  till  the  8th  of  May, 
little  material  happened.  We  waited  patiently  for 
the  diflblving  of  the  ice  on  the  baykall  lake,  of  which 
we  expelled  to  receive  the  moft  certain  knowledge  by 
means  of  the  floating-ice  on  the  an  gar  a;  for,  when 
this  happens,  that  river  is  filled  with  floating-cakes, 
which  arc  driven  along  with  great  fury  by  the^wind  and 
current. 

The  1 1  th,  the  river  was  now  clear  of  ice.  Our 
baggage  was  fhipped  on  board  large  flat-bottomed 
boats,  and  drawn  up  the  ftream ;  the  wind  being  fouth- 
erly  made  the  progrefs  of  the  boats  very  flow.  The 
ambaflador  therefore  refolved  to  remain  at  this  place, 
till  he  heard  they  had  nearly  reached  the  lake,  which 
is  about  forty  verft  from  irkutsky. 

Before  we  left  this  place,  Mr.  kremensky,  our  in- 
terpreter for  the  LATIN  tongue,  died  of  a  hectick  dif- 
order.  He  was  a  polish  gentleman,  and  had  labour- 
ed under  this  difl:emper  for  fome  years. 

CHAP. 
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Fiojn  IRKUTSKY,  crofs  the  lake  baykall,  to  selinginsky; 
fome  account  of  the  kutuciitu,  i)X. 

nnHE  15th  of  May,  the  weather  being  very  hot,  we 
did  not  fet  out  till  after  dinner,  when  we  left 
IRKUTSKY,  accompanied  by  the  commandant  and  fomc 
other  officers  of  the  place.  We  rode  along  the  north  bank 
of  the  river,  through  pleafant  woods,  and  fome  open 
fields,  till  we  came,  about  midnight,  to  a  few  fifher- 
men  s  huts,  where  we  halted  for  a  few  hours,  and  re- 
peated our  journey  early  next  morning. 

At  noon,  we  arrived  at  a  fmall  chapel,  dedicated  to 
ST.  NICOLAS,  where  travellers  ufually  pay  their  devoti- 
ons, and  pray  for  a  profperous  paflage  over  the  lake. 
About  this  religious  houfe  there  are  a  few  fifhermen's 
huts.  Two  monks  conftantly  attend,  to  put  people 
in  mind  of  their  duty,  and  receive  a  fmall  gratuity  from 
the  pafTengers. 

Here  we  found  our  boats,  waiting  for  us,  below  the 
falls  of  the  Angara.  From  hence  you  can  fee  the  lake, 
burfting  out  betwixt  two  high  rocks,  and  tumbling 
-down  over  huge  ftones,  that  ly  quite  crofs  the  river, 
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CHAP.v.  which  I  reckon  to  be  about  an  English  mile  broad'. 
1720.  "phe  whole  channel  of  the  river  is  covered  with  thefe 
rocks,  from  the  mouth  of  the  lake  dov/n  to  the  chapel 
of  s  T.  NICOLAS,  about  the  diftance  of  an  e  n  g  l  1  s  H 
mile.     There  is  no  paffage  for  the  fmallcfl:  boats,  ex- 
cept along  the  eaft  fhore,  through  a  narrow  ftrait,  be- 
tween the  rocks  and  the  land.      In  the  mod  Ihallow 
places  there  is  about  five  or  fix  feet  water,  and  breadth, 
all  the  way,  fuiticient  for  any  fingle  veffel.     But  if,  by 
llrefs  of  weather,  or  any  other  accident,  a  boat  fliould 
have  the  misfortune  to  mifs  this  opening,    and   be 
thrown  upon  the  rocks,  flie  mud  immediately  be  dalli- 
ed to  pieces,  and  the  whole  crew  inevitably  perifli. 
The  waters,  dalhing  upon  the  (tones,  make  a  noife  like 
the  roaring  of  the  fea;  fo  that  people  near  them  can 
fcarce  hear  one  another  fpeak.     I  cannot  exprefs  the 
awfulnefs  with  which  one  is  (truck,  at  the  fight  of  fuch 
aftoniibing  fcenes  of  nature  as  appear  round  this  place, 
and  which,  I  beHeve,  are  not  to  be  equalled  in  the 
known  world.      The  pilocs  and  failors,  who  navigate 
the  lake,  fpeak  of  it  with  much  reverence;  calling  it 
the  Holy  Sea,  and  the  mountains  about  it,   the  Holy 
Mountains ;  and  are  highly  difpleafed  with  any  perfon, 
'^'ho  fpeaks  of  it  with  difxefpccl^  or.  calls  it  a  lake.  They 

tclB 
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cell  a  ftory  of  a  certain  pilot,  who  always  gave  it  that  criAP.  v. 
appellation,  but  was  fevcrcly  punilhcd  for  his  con-  ^2^^* 
tempt.  Being  on  a  voyage  in  autumn,  he  and  his 
crew  were  tofTed  from  fide  to  fide  of  tlie  lake,  till  they 
were  half-ftarvcd,  and  in  great  danger  of  perifliing. 
Neceffity,  at  lafl:,  forced  this  hardy  mariner  to  comply 
with  the  prevailing  cuftom,  and  pray  to  the  Holy  Sea 
and  Mountains  to  have  compafiion  on  him  in  fuch  di- 
ftrefs.  His  prayers  were  efFedual,  and  he  arrived  fafc 
to  land;  but  was  obfcrved,  ever  after,  tofpeakofthe 
fea  with  the  greateft  refpedl. 

The  afternoon  was  fpent  in  adjufting  the  tackle,  and 
preparing  the  barques  for  being  drawn  up  the  ftrong 
narrow  current. 

The  1 7th,  the  wind  being  contrary,  and  blowing 
pretty  freili,  the  pilots  would  not  venture  out.  I,  and 
three  more  of  our  company,  took  this  opportunity  of 
walking  up  to  the  top  of  the  mountains,  where  we  had 
a  full  view  of  the  fea,  and  the  land  to  the  fouth,  on 
the  other  fide  of  it,  and  alfo  to  the  weft  as  far  as  it 
extends.  The  land  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  lake  rifes 
gradually,  till  it  terminates  in  hills  moftly  covered  with 
wood ;  but,  on  the  weftern  fhore,  there  are  very  high 
mountains,  feveral  whereof  are  overfpread  with  deep 

K  k   2  fnow, 
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CHAP.v.  fnow,  which  we  could  eafily  difcern,  though  at  a  grea* 
^720.  diftance. 

The  BAYKALL  fca,  oppofite  to  the  mouth  of  the  se^ 
LING  A,  is  reckoned  about  fifty  English  miles  broad> 
though  it  is  much  broader  in  fome  other  places;  and 
about  three  hundred  miles  in  length.     It  is  wholly 
frefh  water,  and  is  fupplied  by  th€  selinga  and  ma- 
ny other  rivers,  from  the  fouth,  and  by  the  higher  An- 
gara from  the  eaft.  The  courfe  of  the  fea  is  from  fouth-- 
weft  to  north-eaft,  and  has  very  few^  fhelves  or  rocks. 
There  is  only  one  large  ifland,  near  the  middle  of  it, 
called  OLCHON.     It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  a  ridge 
of  hieh  rocks,  which  run  from  one  end  of  it  to  the  o- 
ther.     The  only  openings  by  which  it  difcharges  itfelf, 
is  that  into  the  an  gar  a;  v/hich,  though  it  is  a  natural 
paffage,  appears  as  if  cut  through  the  rocks  by-  art.   In 
my  opinion,  one  cannot  imagine  a  more  beautiful  pro- 
fpecTt  of  nature,   than  is  feen  from  the  top  of  thefe 
mountains;    which  may  eafily  be  perceived  from  the 
fliort  and  imperfect  sketch  I  have  drawn  of  it.      The 
woods,  on  the  fummit  of  the  rocks,  are  fhort,  and 
thinly  fcattered ;  but,  on  their  declivity  towards  the 
north,  and  in  the  valleys,  the  trees  become  gradually 
both  taller  and  larger.     Ther^  is-  abundance  of  gam« 

and 
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and  wild  beafts  in  thefe  woods,  particularly  the  wild  chap.  v. 
boar,  which  was  the  firfl:  of  that  fpecies  we  found  in  ^Z^^' 
this  country ;  a  certain  fign  of  a  temperate  climate ; 
for  thefe  animals  cannot  endure  the  exce/Tive  cold  in 
more  northerly  parts.  The  hunting  of  thefe  animals 
being  a  dangerous  kind  of  fport,  we  carefully  avoided 
their  haunts.  In  the  evening  we  returned  to  our 
barques  at  the  chapel  of  sr.  nicolas. 

The  B  A  Y  K  A  L  L  is  abundantly  furniflied  with  vari- 
ous kinds  of  excellent  lifli ;  particularly  fturgeon,  and 
a  fifli  called  omully,  in  fhape  and  tafte  refemblino- 
a  herring,  but  broader  and  larger.  The  fea  produ- 
ces alfo  great  numbers  of  feals,  whofe  skins  are  prefer- 
ed,  in  quality,  to  thofe  of  feals  caught  in  fait- water. 
Lam  of  opinion,  that  both  the  feals  and  liih  in  the 
BAYKALL  came  originally  from  the  northern  ocean,, 
as  the  communication  between  them  is  open,  though, 
the  diftance  be  very  great. 

The  feals  are  generally  caught  in  winter,  by  ftrong 
nets  hung  under  the  ice.  The  method  they  ufe,  is,  to^ 
cut  many  holes  in  the  ice,  at  certain  diftances  fioni; 
one  another,  fo  that  the  iifhermen  can,  with  long  poles,, 
ftretch  their  nets  from  one  hole  to  another,  and  thus.' 
Goncinue  them  to  any  diftance.      The  feals,  not  beingi; 
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CHAP.  V.  able  to  bear  long  confinement  under  the  Ice  for  want 
17^*  of  air,  feek  thefe  holes  for  relief;  and  thus  entangle 
themfclves  in  the  nets.  Thefe  creatures  indeed  com- 
monly make  many  holes  for  themfelves,  at  the  fetting  in 
of  the  froft.  In  this  manner  they  catch  not  only  feals, 
but  fifh  of  all  kinds,  in  winter. 

The  18th,  the  wind  being  favourable,  we  put  off 
from  ST.  NicoLAs's.  As  we  had  workmen  enough,  we 
left  part  of  them  on  board  to  afTift  the  pilot,  by  fetting 
poles ;  while  the  reft  were  employed  on  fliore,  in  tow- 
ing the  barques  againft  a  ftrong  current.  In  about  the 
fpace  of  three  hours  we  got  clear  of  the  current,  and 
all  hands  came  on  board.  We  were  nov/  quite  be- 
calmed, and  oblio-ed  to  take  to  our  oars.  We  rowed 
along  ihore  to  the  eaftward,  till  about  noon ;  when  we 
had  an  eafy  breeze,  which  foon  carried  us  two-thirds 
over  the  fea,  under  our  main-fail.  The  wind  now 
chopped  about  to  the  eaft,  and  blew  fo  frefh,  that  we 
could  not  make  the  river  selinga;  which  was  the  port 
where  we  intended  to  land.  As  thefe  barques  cannot 
turn  to  windward,  we  were  drove  about  ten  miles  to 
the  weft  ward  of  the  possollsky  monaftery;  which 
ftands  about  fix  miles  to  the  weftward  of  the  selinga, 
in  a  pleafant  and  fruitful  plain,  furnilhing  an  extenfive 

view 
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view  in  all  directions ;  where,  endeavouring  to  get  to  chap.  v. 
land  at  any  race,  we  fleered  into  a  bay,  in  which,  we  ^72^- 
fancied,  we  faw  the  fhore  covered  with  cockle- (hells  or 
white  fand.  On  a  nearer  aj^proach  our  miftake  ap- 
peared. For  what  fcemed  fliclls  or  flind,  at  a  diilance, 
was  only  great  and  fmall  cakes  of  ice,  beating  with  the 
waves  againft  the  main  body  of  the  ice ;  which  lay 
firm,  and  covered  the  whole  bay.  Our  people,  on  di- 
ftinguilhing  the  ice,  immediately  ftruck  fail,  and  were 
in  no  fmall  confufion.  But  Mr.  ismaeloff  ordered 
the  fail  to  be  again  fet,  and  to  fleer  direclly  for  the 
ice.  In  the  mean  time,  all  hands  were  employed  in 
hanging  boards  about  the  bov/  of  the  veffel,  to  pre- 
vent the  cutting  of  the  planks  ;  and  in  fetcing  poles  to 
pulli  off  the  large  cakes.  At  lafl  v/e  came  amono-  the 
ice,  which  made  a  terrible  rattling  at  firft;  but  the  far- 
ther we  advanced,  the  eafier  our  barque  lay,  till  we 
came  to  the  main  body  of  the  ice,  v/here  flie  remained 
as  unmoved,  as  if  llie  had  been  in  a  mill-pond,  thouo-h 
it  (till  continued  to  blov/  hard.  We  novv^  quitted  the- 
fliip,  and  v/alked  about  upon  the  ice,  which  was  yet 
flrong  enough  to  carry  horfcs.  By  this  time  the  fun; 
was  fee,  which  prevented  our  deiign  of  going  ailiore ; 
for  the  diftance  was,  at  Icafl,  five  English  miles;  and. 

theiTL- 
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cHAP.v.  there  was  a  great  gap  in  the  ice  near  the  place  where 

ij^o-  welay. 

About  midnight  the  wind  turned  wefterly ;  and  at 
break  of  day  we  left  our  ftation,  and  failed  to  the  eaft- 
ward;  and,  about  noon,  entered  the  river  s  e  l  i  n  g  a  ; 
where  we  found  our  other  three  barques.  They,  hav- 
ino-  been  two  or  three  miles  before  us  the  preceeding 
nio-ht,  had  time  enough  to  reach  anchoring- ground ; 
and,  by  this  means,  efcaped  the  ice,  fo  little  expelled 
at  this  feafon  of  the  year.  We  ourfelves,  before  en- 
terino-  the  bay,  had  founded,  in  order  to  difcover  whe- 
ther we  could  come  to  an  anchor;  but  no  bottom 
could  be  found,  though  we  joined  feveral  lead-Unes  to- 
o-ether,  amounting  to  above  one  hundred  and  fifty 

fathoms. 

The  mouth  of  the  selinga  is  furrounded  with  tall 
reeds,  and  contains  feveral  iflands.  The  entry  into 
it  is  very  difficult,  except  the  wind  be  fair,  becaufe  of 
many  flats  and  fand-banks,  thrown  up  by  the  current 
of  the  river.  Here  we  found  great  flocks  of  all  kinds 
of  water-fowl,  particularly  fnipes. 

The  wind  continuing  fair,  we  failed  up  the  river  to 
a  fmall  oratory,  dedicated  alfo  to  st.  nicolas,  where 
all  hands  went  afliore  to  return  thanks  for  their  fafe 
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pafTage.    The  prior  of  the  possolsky  monallery  came  chap.  v. 
CO  this  place  to  falute  the  ambaflaclor;  and  brought  a   ^Z^^' 
prefent  of  filh,  and  fuch  other  provifions  as  thefe  re- 
lieious  houfes  afford. 

In  the  evening  we  proceeded  up  the  river,  till  night 
overtook  us,  when  we  hauled  our  boats  clofe  to  the 
bank,  and  lay  till  next  morning,  which  was  the  20th 
of  May.  This  day  being  calm,  the  barques  were  tow- 
ed up  the  river;  and  we  walked  along  the  banks,  hunt- 
ing all  the  way  in  a  very  pleafant  country.  At  nighc 
we  lay  by,  as  formerly. 

The  2  I  ft,  the  weather  was  very  hot.  We  continu- 
ed our  voyage  in  the  fame  manner  as  before. 

The  2  2d,  the  wind  being  fair,  we  hoifted  fails,  and, 
in  the  evening,  arrived  at  a  large  village,  well  built  and 
peopled,  called  kabbansky  ostrogue.  This  place  is 
pleafantly  fituated,  on  a  rifing  ground  upon  the  weft 
bank  of  the  river,  furrounded  with  many  corn-fields 
and  much  pafturage.  Here  we  took  new  hands  on 
board  our  barques,  and  difmifled  the  former  to  re- 
turn in  open  boats  to  irkutsky. 

The  25th,  we  reached  another  large  village,  called 
bolshoy  zaimka,  fituated  in  a  fertile  country.  In  the 
neighbourhood  is  a  fmall  monaftery,  and  many  lefTer 
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CHAP.  V.  villao-es.     Alany  of  the  buraty  were  encamped,  wicb 
^]^f^'  their  flocks  and  herds,  on  both  fides  of  the  river. 

The  climate  on  this  fide  of  the  baykall  lake  is 
much  more  temperate  than  on  the  north  fide.  The 
land  produces  rich  crops  of  wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats, 
buck-wheat,  and  peafe;  befides  kitchen  roots,  and  o- 
ther  garden  flufF.  The  inhabitants  have  not  yet  be- 
gun to  plant  any  kind  of  fruit-trees;  which,  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  would  thrive  exceedingly;  as  the  winters  are 
fhort,  and  the  fnow  does  not  ly  above  fix  weeks  or 
two  monchs.  The  banks  of  the  river  appeared  very 
pleafant;  being  finely  varied  with  plains  and  woods. 

The  26th,  we  came  to  a  large  town,  called  u din- 
sky,  from  the  rivulet  uda,  which  runs  into  the  selin- 
GA,  on  the  eafl:  bank.  This  place  alfo  (lands  in  a  fer- 
tile plain,  having  high  hills  covered  vfith  w^oods  to- 
wards the  eaft. 

In  thefe  hills  are  found  feveral  rich  ores,  particu- 
larly of  lead ;  in  digging  which  many  hands  are  now 
employed.  The  miners  fay  it  is  of  too  hard  a  quality ; 
however,  they  have  extraded  confiderable  quantities- 
of  filver  from  it;  and  I  have  been  informed  that  they 
alfo  found  fome  veins  of  filver  ore.  As  thefe  works 
^jre  but  lately  beguU;,  it  is  not  doubted  that  they  are 
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capable  of  great  improvement,  ac  an  eafy  charge,  as  chap.  v. 
the  metal  lies  fo  near  the  furface.     Samples  of  thefe      /"   ' 
ores  have  been  fent  to  st.  Petersburg;  and,  I  am  in- 
formed, his  majefty  has  engaged  fome  German  miners 
to  make  experiments  upon  them. 

Both  here  and  on  the  angara,  iron  is  to  be  found, 
in  great  abundance,  at  the  very  furface.  But,  as  the 
diftance  is  too  great  for  exportation,  it  is  not  worth 
the  labour.  To  fupply  the  common  confumption  of 
the  country,  the  fmith  takes  his  bellows,  goes  to  the 
mine,  and  fmelts  and  works  as  much  iron  as  he  needs. 
I  have  feen  fome  of  this  iron  of  an  excellent,  foft,  and 
pliable  quality. 

Befides  the  above  mentioned,  there  are  at  this  place 
very  rich  mines  of  copper.  I  have  feen  fome  of  the 
ore  with  large  veins  of  pure  copper  running  through 
it.  I  make  no  doubt  but  time  and  future  difcoveries 
will  brino-  thefe  mines  to  perfedllon,  to  the  great  emo- 
lument of  the  RUSSIAN  empire. 

All  this  country  is  under  the  jurifdiclion  of  the 
commandant  of  irkutsky,  who  fends  deputies  to  all 
the  towns  of  this  extenfive  province,  to  adminifter  juf- 
tice,  and  take  care  of  his  majefty's  revenues.  The 
power  of  nominating  fub-governors  and  commandants, 
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CHAP.v.  is  veiled,  by  his  majcfty,  in  the  governor  of  Siberia- 
^1-^'  which  gives  him  an  authority  equal  to  a  fovereiga 
prince. 

The  ambafiador,  finding  the  progrefs  of  the  boats^. 
ao-ainft  the  ftream,  very  flow  and  tedious;  being  be- 
fides  much  peftered  with  gnats  and  muskitoes;  refolv- 
ed  to  go  by  land,  the  reft  of  the  way,  to  selinginsky. 
For  which  purpofe,  the  fuperintendant  of  this  place 
ordered  horfes,  and  a  proper  efcort,  to  be  got  ready 
againft  next  morning,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river;, 
the  road  on  this  fide  being  interrupted  by  thick  woods 
and  deep  rivers. 

The  27th,  having  fent  off  our  barques,  we  crofled 
the  river;  and,  having  no  baggage,  we  foon  mounted. 
The  road  lay  through  a  fine  plain,  covered  with  excel- 
lent grafs.  In  the  evening  we  came  to  a  fountain  of 
pure  water,  where  we  lodged  in  the  tents  of  the  bu- 
RATY,  and  flept  on  bull-hides. 

The  28th,  early,  we  proceeded,  travelling  over  fome 
pretty  high  hifls  overgrown  with  wood.  About  noon 
we  came  to  a  river  called  orongoy,  which  v/e  croffed 
on  a  tall  camel;  it  being  too  deep  for  horfes.  At  this, 
place  we  found  a  number  of  the  buraty  encamped^, 
with  their  flocks  o;razino;  in  the  neif^hbourhood. 

Our: 
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Our  horfes  having  fwom  the  river,  we  went  into  chap.  v. 
one  of  the  buratsky  tents,  till  they  were  dried.  The  ^2^?' 
hofpitable  landlady  immediately  fct  her  kettle  on  the 
fire,  to  make  us  fome  tea;  the  extraordinary  cookery 
of  which  I  cannot  omit  defcribing.  After  placing  a 
large  iron- kettle  over  the  fire,  (he  took  care  to  wipe  it 
very  clean  with  a  horfe's  tail,  that  hung  in  a  corner 
of  the  tent  for  that  purpofe;  then  the  water  was  put 
into  it,  and,  foon  after,  fome  coarfe  bohea  tea,  which 
is  got  from  china,  and  a  little  fait.  When  near  boil- 
ing, fhe  took  a  large  brafs-ladle  and  tofTed  the  tea, 
till  the  liquor  turned  very  brown.  It  was  now  taken 
off  the  fire,  and,  after  fubfiding  a  little,  v/as  poured 
clear  into  another  vefiel.  The  kettle  being  wiped 
clean  with  the  horfe's  tail,  as  before,  was  again  fet 
upon  the  fire.  The  miftrefs  now  prepared  a  parte,  of 
meal  and  freQi  butter,  that  hung  in  a  skin  near  the 
horfe's  tail,  which  was  put  into  the  tea-kettle  and  fried. 
Upon  this  pafte  the  tea  was  again  poured;  to  which 
was  added  fome  good  thick  cream,  taken  out  of  a 
clean  flieep's  skin,  which  hung  upon  a  peg  amonp-  the 
other  things.  The  ladle  was  again  employed,  for. 
the  fpace  of  fix  minutes,  when  the  tea,  being  remov- 
ed from  the  fire,  was  allowed  to  fland  a  v^hilc  in  or- 
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cHAP.v.  der  to  cool.  The  landlady  now  took  fome  wooden 
^7-^-  cups,  which  held  about  half  a  pint  each,  and  ferved 
her  tea  to  all  the  company.  The  principal  advantage 
of  this  tea  is,  that  it  both  fatisfies  hunger  and  quench- 
es third.  I  thought  it  not  difagreeable ;  but  fliould 
have  liked  it  much  better  had  it  been  prepared  in  a 
manner  a  little  more  cleanly.  Our  bountiful  hoftefs, 
however,  gave  us  a  hearty  welcome;  and,  as  thefe  peo- 
ple know  not  the  ufe  of  money,  there  was  nothing  to 
pay  for  our  entertainment.  We  only  made  her  a  pre- 
fent  of  a  little  tobacco  to  fmoke,  of  which  thefe  peo- 
ple are  very  fond.  I  have  given  this  receipt  with  a 
view  that  fome  European  ladies  may  improve  upon  it. 
After  this  fliort  repaft,  we  mounted  again;  and,  in 
the  evening,  came  to  a  neat  Russian  village,  on  the 
front  of  a  pleafant  hill  covered  with  wood.  This  place 
is  furrounded  with  extenfive  valleys,  and  fine  pafturage; 
and  our  accommodation  was  better  than  the  preceed- 
ino;  nieht.  Here  we  met  Mr.  firsoff,  colonel  of  the 
coflfacks,  or  mihtia  of  selinginsky,  with  a  fquadron 
of  horfe,  armed  with  bows  and  arrows,  and  fome  fire- 
locks, who  came  to  efcort  the  ambafTador  to  that 
place. 

The  251th  of  May,  we  mounted  early,  and,  by  means 

of 
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of  our  coflTacks,  hunted  and  ranged  the  woods,  as  we  chap.  v. 
went  along,  in  the  manner  of  this  country,  called  ob-  ^"^20. 
lave  in  the  Russian  language.  Their  method  is  to 
form  a  femlcircle  of  horfemen,  armed  with  bows  and 
arrows,  in  order  to  inclofc  the  game.  Within  the  fe- 
micircle  a  few  young  men  are  placed,  who  give  notice 
when  the  game  is  fprung;  thefe  only  are  permitted  to 
purfue,  the  others  being  confined  to  keep  their  ranks. 
Our  cofHicks,  with  their  arrows,  killed  three  deer,  and 
feveral  hares.  And,  if  killing  harmlefs  animals  can  be 
called  diverfion,  this  may  properly  be  reckoned  one  of 
the  fined.  After  this  falhion  they  hunt  bears,  wolves, 
foxes,  and  wild  boars. 

About  noon  we  came  to  a  village  on  the  selinga, 
where  we  halted  a  few  hours,  and  then  crofTed  the  ri- 
ver in  boats ;  which  was  near  a  mile  broad  at  this  place. 
Our  cofllicks,  however,  fought  no  boats,  except  one 
to  tranfport  their  arms,  cloaths,  and  faddles;  which 
being  done,  all  of  them  mounted  their  horfes,  and 
plunged  into  the  river  without  the  lead  concern.  As 
loon  as  the  horfes  were  fet  a  fwimming,  for  eafe  to 
them  the  men  diiliiountcd,  and,  laying  hold  of  the 
mane  with  one  hand,  guided  them  gently  by  the  bridle 
with  the  other.     This  is  the  com.mon  method  in  this 

coun- 
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CHAP.  V.  country  of  cranfporting  men  and  horfes ;  which  I  look 
^1~^'  upon  to  be  both  fafe  and  eafy,  provided  the  horfe  is 
managed  with  a  gentle  hand,  without  checking  him 
with  fudden  jerks  of  the  bridle. 

We  halted  a  little,  after  crofTmg  the  river,  till  the 
horfes  were  dried ;  after  which  we  mounted,  and,  in  the 
evening,  arrived  at  the  town  of  selinginsky;  where 
we  intended  to  wait  for  our  barques,  and  the  reft  of 
our  people. 

Selinginsky  is  fituated  on  the  eaft  bank  of  the  noble 
river  selinga,  in  a  deep,  barren,  fandy  foil,  that  produ- 
ces almoft  nothing.  The  choice  of  this  fituation  was 
extremely  injudicious;  for,  had  the  founders  gone  but 
half  a  mile  further  down,  to  the  place  v/here  now  the 
inhabitants  have  their  gardens,  they  would  have  had  a 
fituation,  in  every  refpe6l,  preferable  to  the  prefent. 

This  place  confifts  of  about  two  hundred  houfes, 
and  two  churches,  which  are  all  of  them  built  with 
wood.  It  is  defended  by  a  fortification  of  ftrong  pa- 
lifades,  on  which  are  mounted  fome  cannon. 

About  a  mile  eaftward  of  the  town  is  a  ridge  of 
high  hills,  quite  covered  with  wood.  On  the  other 
fide  of  the  river,  the  country  is  open,  dry,  and  fome- 
what  barren;  but  affords  excellent  pafture,  particularly 

for 
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Tor  fheep,  whereof  the  bur  at  y,  the  inhabitants,  have  chap.  v. 
large  flocks.  They  are  of  that  kind  which  hath  broad  ^7^_^' 
tails,  and  their  mutton  is  very  good.  Thcfc  people 
have,  befides,  a  large  fort  of  horned  cattle,  and  abun- 
dance of  horfes  and  camels,  wherein  all  their  riches 
confifl:.  Here  ends  the  tribe  of  the  buraty,  and  the 
nation  of  the  aiongalls  begins. 

The  MONGALLS  are  a  numerous  people,  and  occupy 
a  large  extent  of  country,  from  this  place  to  the  kall- 
CAN,  which  fignifies  the  Everlafting  Wall,  or  the  great 
wall  of  CHINA.  From  this  wall  they  ftretch  them- 
felves  northward  as  far  as  the  river  amoor  ;  and  from 
the  amoor,  weftward,  to  the  baykall  fea;  where  they 
border  with  the  territories  of  the  Kontayfha,  or  prince 
of  the  BLACK  KALMUCKS.  On  the  fouth,  they  are 
bounded  by  a  nation  called  tonguts,  among  whom  the 
Delay-Lama  has  his  refidence.  One  may  cafily  ima- 
gine, from  the  vaft  track  of  land  which  the  mongalls 
occupy,  that  they  muft  be  very  numerous;  efpecially, 
when  it  is  confidered,  that  they  live  in  a  healtliy  cli- 
mate, and  have  been  engaged  in  no  wars,  fince  they 
were  conquered,  partly  by  the  Russians  on  the  weft, 
and  partly  by  the  Chinese  on  the  eaft;  to  whom  all 
thefe  people  are  now  tributaries.    In  former  times  the 

Vol,  I.  Mm  mon- 
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CHAP. V.  MONCALLS  v/crc  troublefome  neighbours  to  the  chi^ 
1 7^^-  NESE,   aeainft  whofe   incurfions   the  irreat  wall  was 
built. 

Kamhi,  the  prefent  Emperor  of  china,  was  the  firft 
who  fubdued  thefe  hardy  tartars;  which  he  effeded 
more  by  kind  ufage  and  humanity  than  by  his  fword; 
for  thefe  people  are  great  lovers  of  liberty.  The  fame 
gentle  treatment  hath  been  obferved  by  the  Russians, 
towards  thofe  of  them  who  are  their  fubjects.  And  they 
themfelves  confefs,  that,  under  the  protection  of  thefe 
two  mighty  Emperors,  they  enjoy  more  liberty,  and 
live  more  at  eafe,  than  they  formerly  did  under  their 
own  princes. 

The  prefent  Prince  of  mongalia  is  called  Tufh- 
du-Chan,  and  lefides  about  fix  days  journey,  to  the 
fbuth-eaft,  from  selinginsky.  The  place  is  called 
URGA,  and  is  near  to  v/here  the  Kutuchtu,  or  hieh 
prieft,  inhabits.  When  the  m  on  galls  fubmitted 
themfelves  to  the  Emperor  of  c  h  i  n  a,  it  was  agreed,, 
that  the  Tuih-du-Chan  lliould  ftill  maintain  the  name 
and  authority  of  a  prince  over  his  people;  but  under- 
take no  war,  nor  expedition,  without  confent  of  the 
Emperor;  which  has  ftri611y  been  obferved  ever  fince. 
It  is  very  rehiarkable,  tlia.t,  in  all  the  vaft  dominions 
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of  MONGALiA,  there  is  not  fo  much  as  a  fingle  houfe  chap.  v. 
■to  be  feen.     All  the  pd)plc,  even  the  prince  and  high   ^7^0. 
prieft,  live  conftantly  in  tents;  and  remove,  with  their 
cattle,  from  place  to  place,  as  conveniency  requires. 

Thefe  people  do  not  trouble  themfelves  with  plough- 
ing, or  digging  the  ground  in  any  fafhion ;  but  arc 
content  with  the  produce  of  their  flocks.  Satisfied 
with  necefTaries,  without  aiming  at  fuperfluities,  they 
purfue  the  moil  ancient  and  fimple  manner  of  life ; 
which,  I  muft  confefs,  I  think  very  pleafant  in  fuch  a 
mild  and  dry  climate. 

From  the  river  volga,  to  the  wall  of  china,   there 
are  three  great  tartar  princes;  the  Ayuka-Chan,  the 
Kontayfha,    and   the   Tulli-du-Chan.       Thefe   three 
mighty  nations  have  almofl:  the  fame  features,  religion, 
and  language ;  and  live  in  the  fame  manner.     It  will 
eafdy  be  perceived,  by  calling  an  eye  on  the  map,  what 
an  ex  cent  of  territory  thefe  princes  poffefs,  wdiofe  fub- 
je6ls  go  by  the  general  name  of  kalmuks.     Few  lan- 
guages can  carry  a  traveller  over  a  greater  extent  of 
country  than  that  of  the  kal  muks.    With  the  Arabic, 
indeed,  a  perfon  may  travel,   through  many  places  of 
the  eafl,  from  egypt  to  the  court  of  the  Great  Moeul; 
but,  with  the  il  lyric,  he  can  travel  much  further 

M  m   2  than 
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CHAP.  V.  than  with  either  of  the  former;  viz.  from  the  gulf  of 
^2^^'  VENICE  to  the  outmoft  boundaries  of  kamtzatsky; 
for  the  RUSSIAN  is  a  diale^i:  of  the  il lyric. 

The  greateft  part  of  m  o  n  g  a  l  i  a  is  one  continued 
wafte;  except  the  places  along  the  amoor,  and  towards 
the  RUSSIAN  borders  on  the  weft.  The  foil  alfo,  to 
the  fouth,  from  selinginsky,  is  exceedingly  fine;  and 
capable,  by  proper  culture,  of  producing  grain  of  fe- 
veral  forts. 

Since  I  have  mentioned  the  amoor,  I  prefume  this 
will  be  no  improper  place  to  give  fome  account  of 
that  river.      \t  is  called  by  the  tartars  shagg^lyn- 
oulla,  or  the  black  dragon,  I  fuppofe  from  the  co- 
lour, of  its  waters,  and  the  windings  of  its  courfe.     It  is 
formed  of  two  large  rivers,  whofe  fources  are  in  the  de- 
fert,  far  to  the  eaft\¥ard  of  this  place.     One  is  called 
ARGUN,  which  iffjes  from  a  lake  named  delay;  the 
other  is  in  god  a,  on  the  north  bank  of  which  ftands- 
the  famous  Russian  town  nertzinsky.    The  conflux 
of  thefe  rivers  prod-uces  the  amoor,  which  runs  towards 
the  eaft,  augmenting  daily  by  means  of  the  many  grean 
and  fmall  ftreams  it  receives,    till,  it  becomes  one  of 
the  largeft  rivers  in  this  part  of  the  word;  and,  after  a 
long  courfe,  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  eastern  or  cur- 

nese. 
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NESK  ocean.     It  is  remarkable,  chat,  from  gazan  to  chap. v. 
thefe  pares,  the  a  moor  is  the  only  river  that  runs  eaft-   ^^^* 
ward.     Mod,  if  not  all,  of  the  great  rivers  in  Siberia 
have  their  courfes  to  the  north,  and  north-weft. 

Our  barques  arrived  at  selinginsky  on  the  4th  of 
June.  After  we  had  taken  out  of  them  what  nccefla- 
ries  we  wanted,  they  were  difpatched  with  the  reft  of 
the  baggage,  for  the  greater  fecurity,  to  his  Majefty's 
ftore-houfes  at  strealka,  about  four  miles  up  the  ri- 
ver, where  the  caravan  for  china  then  lay. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  ambaffador  writ  a  letter  to 
the  Allegada,  or  prime  minifter,  at  the  imperial  court 
of  PEKiN,  to  notify  his  arrival;  and  defire  his  excellen- 
cy, would  give  orders  for  his  reception  on  the  borders. 
This  letter  was  fent  to  the  prince  of  mongalia,  to  be 
by  him  forwarded  to  court ;  for  no  ftrangers  are  al- 
lowed to  travel  throu2:h  his  territories  to  china,  with- 
out  his  permiftion.  The  officer,  who  carried  the  let- 
ter to  the  prince,  was  treated  with  great  civility;  and 
his  letter  immediately  fent  to  court  by  an  exprefs.  A 
few  days  after,  the  prince  fent  two  gentlemen,  one  of 
whom  was  a  lama,  to  congratulate  the  ambaffador  on 
his  arrival  in  thefe  parts.  They  were  invited  to  dine 
Yzich  the  ambaffador;  and  behaved  very  decently. 

Tlie 
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CHAP.  V.  The  fame  officer,  who  carried  the  ambaffa dor's  lec- 
^7-^*  ter  to  the  prince  of  mongalia  at  urga,  was  ordered 
to  prefent  his  compliments  to  the  Kutuchcu,  or  high 
priell,  who  is  a  near  relation  of  the  prince.  He  re- 
ceived the  officer  in  a  very  friendly  manner,  defired 
him  to  fit  down  in  his  prefence ;  an  honour  granted  to 
very  few,  except  ambaifadors,  and  pilgrims  from  re- 
mote countries ;  and,  at  his  departure,  gave  him  a  pre- 
fent of  fome  inconfiderable  things ',  particularly,  a  few 
pieces  of  Chinese  fillcs. 

I  cannot  leave  this  venerable  perfonage,  without 
takino-  fome  notice  of  him.  I  fhall  therefore  relate  a 
few  things  concerning  him,  among  thoufands  more  ri- 
diculous, which  the  people  in  this  country  tell  and  be- 
lieve. 

This  extraordinary  man  afTumes  to  himfelf  the  cha- 
racter of  omnifcience,  which  is  the  interpretation  of 
the  word  Kutuchtu;  and  the  people  are  taught  to  be- 
lieve that  he  really  knows  all  things,  paft,  prefent,  and 
future.  As  his  intelligence,  by  means  of  his  lamas,  is 
very  extenfive,  he  is  eafily  able  to  impofe  on  the  vul- 
gar in  this  particular.  They  alfo  believe  that  he  is  im- 
mortal; not  that  his  body  lives  always ;  but  that  his  foul, 
upon  the  decay  of  an  old  one,  immediately  tranfmigrates 

into 
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into  fome  young  human  body;  which,  by  certain  marks,  cfiap.  v. 
the  lamas  difcover  to  be  animated  by  the  foul  of  the  ^7-^- 
Kutuchtu,  and  he  is  accordingly  treated  as  high  nricf'. 
When  the  fpirit  of  the  Kutuchtu  has  taken  pofTcf- 
fion  of  a  new  body,  that  is,  in  plain  engli  ,u,  when  he 
is  dead,  the  lamas  are  immediately  employed  to  difco- 
ver in  what  part  of  the  world  this  wonderful  pcrfon  is 
regenerated,  or  born  again,  as  they  exprcfs  it.  They 
need,  however,  go  to  no  great  dillance  to  find  liim ; 
for,  the  affair  being  previoufly  concerted  amono-  the 
chief  lamas,  they  foon  determine  the  choice  of  a  fuc- 
cefTor;  who  generally  happens  to  be  a  young  boy,  that 
has  been  well  inftrucled  how  to  behave  on  that  oc- 
cafion.  When  a  fucceflbr  is  pretended  to  be  found, 
a  company  of  lamas  are  fent  to  examine  the  matter, 
who  carry  along  v/ith  them  many  toys,  fuch  as  fmall 
nlver  bells,  and  things  of  that  nature,  v;hich  belon^red 
to  the  former  Kutuchtu,  intermixed  with  others  that 
did  not.  All  thefe  are  laid  before  the  child'J-'^vho  picks 
out  fuch  things  as  belonged  to  his  predcceflbr,  and  dif- 
covers  the  greateft  fondnefs  for  them;  but  rejects, 
with  difguft,  whatever  is  not  genuine.  Bcfides  this 
trial,  fome  queiHons  are  put  to  him,  relative  to  wars, 
or  remarkable  events,  in  his  former  (late;  all  whicli  are 

anf^vercd 
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CHAP.  V.  anfwered  to  the  fatisfadion  of  the  conclave.     Whefe- 
^7^°'  upon  he  is  unanimoufly  declared  to  be  the  felf-fame 
Kutuchtu,  is  condu6led  with  great  pomp  and  cere- 
mony to  u  R  G  A,  and  lodged  in  the  tent  of  the  high 
prieft. 

Till  the  new  Kutuchtu  arrives  at  a  certain  age,  he 
is  entirely  under  the  government  of  the  lamas ;  and 
few  are  permitted  to  fee  him,  except  at  a  great  di- 
flance,  and  even  then  it  is  not  eafy  to  get  accefs  to 
him.  It  may  feem  furprifing,  that,  in  fo  numerous  an 
affembly  of  lamas,  no  intrigues  fliould  be  carried  on, 
nor  difputes  arife,  among  the  elecflors.  All  is  con- 
ducted without  noife  or  contention.  It  is  however 
imagined,  that  the  authority  of  the  prince  greatly  con- 
tributes to  their  unanimity. 

The  MONGALLs  relate,  that  their  Kutuchtu  has 
now  lived  fourteen  generations,  and  renews  his  age  e- 
very  moon ;  for,  at  the  new  moon,  he  appears  like  a 
youth ;  when  fhe  is  full,  like  a  full-grown  man ;  but, 
when  near  the  change,  he  is  an  old  man  with  grey  hairs. 
What  they  call  the  u  r  g  a  is  the  court,  or  the  place 
where  the  prince  and  high  prieft  refide;  who  are  al- 
ways encamped  at  no  great  diftance  from  one  another. 
They  have  fcveral  thoufand  tents  about  them,  which 

are 
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are  removed  from  time  to  time.  The  urga  is  much  chap.  v. 
frequented  by  merchants,  from  china,  and  Russia,  and  Z~_ 
other  places;  where  all  trade  is  carried  on  by  barter, 
without  money  of  any  kind.  The  chinese  bring  hi- 
ther ingots  of  gold,  damasks,  and  other  iilk  and  cot- 
ton ftuffs,  tea,  and  fome  porcelain;  which  are  generally 
of  an  inferior  quality,  and  proper  for  fuch  a  market. 
The  RUSSIAN  commodities  are  chiefly  furs  of  all  forts. 
Rhubarb  is  the  principal  article  which  is  exchanged 
for  thefe  goods,  great  quantities  whereof  are  produ- 
ced in  this  country,  without  any  culture.  The  mon- 
GALLS  gather  and  dry  it  in  autumn;  and  bring  it  to 
this  market,  where  it  is  bought  up,  at  an  eafy  rate,  both 
by  the  Russian  and  Chinese  merchants. 

The  Kutuchtu  and  his  lamas  are  all  clothed  in  yel- 
low, and  no  layman  is  allowed  to  wear  this  colour,  ex- 
cept the  Prince.  This  mark  of  diftin6tion  makes  them 
known  and  refpe6led  every  where.  They  alfo  wear 
about  their  necks  a  firing  of  beads,  which  are  ufed  in 
faying  their  prayers.  The  mon galls  believe  in,  and 
worfhip,  one  Almighty  Creator  of  all  things.  They 
hold  that  the  Kutuchtu  is  god's  vicegerent  on  earth; 
and  that  there  will  be  a  ftate  of  future  rewards  and 
punifhments. 

Vol.  I.  Nn  The 
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cHAP.v.  The  following  relation,  which  I  had  from  a  Russian. 
^7^°*  merchant,  to  whom  the  thing;  happened,  will  fliow  the 
methods  taken  by  thefe  lamas,  to  maintain  the  dignity 
and  character  of  their  mighty  high  prieft.  This  mer- 
chant had  gone  to  the  urga,  with  an  intention  to  trade 
with  the  CHINESE.  While  he  was  at  this  place,  fome 
pieces  of  damask  were  ftoUen  out  of  his  tent.  He 
made  a  complaint  to  fome  of  the  lamas,  with  whom 
he  was  acquainted;  and  the  matter  was  foon  brought 
before  the  Kutuchtu,  who  immediately  ordered  proper 
fteps  to  be  taken  with  a  view  to  find  out  the  thief. 
The  affair  was  condu6led  in  this  uncommon  manner; 
one  of  the  lamas  took  a  bench  with  four  feet,  which 
feems  to  have  been  of  the  conjuring  kind;  after  turn- 
ing it,  feveral  times,  in  different  direffions,  at  laft  it 
pointed  dire6lly  to  the  tent  where  the  ftollen  goods  lay. 
concealed.  The  lama  now  mounted  aftride  on  the 
bench,  and  foon  carried  it,  or,  as  was  commonly  be- 
lieved, ic  carried  him  to  the  very  tent;  where  he  order- 
ed the  damask  to  be  produced.  The  demand  was 
directly  complied  with;  for  it  is  in  vain,  in  fuch  cafes^. 
to  offer  any  excufe. 

I  iliall  now  fubjoin  a  few  obfervations  on  the  Delay- 
Lama,  or  priell  of  the  defert,  who  is  reckoned  llill 
r     t.  fijpe- 
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fuperior  to  the  Kutuchtu.  He  lives  about  a  mont.h's  chap.  v. 
journey  to  the  fouth-eaft:  of  this  place,  among  a  peo-  ^7-^* 
pie  called  the  ton  guts,  who  ufe  a  different  language 
from  the  Kalmucks.  I  am  informed  that  the  reli- 
gion of  the  TON  GUTS  is  the  fame  with  that  of  the 
MONGALLs:  that  they  hold  the  fluiie  opinions  with 
refpecl  to  the  tranfmigration  of  the  Delay- L.ama,  as 
the  MONGALLS  do  about  the  Kutuchtu,  and  that  he 
is  eleifled  in  the  fame  manner.  What  appears  mod 
furprifing  is,  that  thefe  two  mighty  Lamas  keep  a  good 
correfpondence,  and  never  encroach  on  one  another's 
priviledges.  The  word  delay  fignifies  either  the  fea, 
or  a  great  plain,  fuch  as  this  priefl  inhabits. 

CHAPTER     VI. 

Occurrences  at  s  E  l  i  N  g  i  N  s  k  y  ;  Several  parties  of  hunting ;  and 
journey  continued  to  saratzyn,    the  boundary  between  the 
RUSSIAN  and  CHINESE  territories. 

nr^HE  TONGUTS  are  a  feparate  people,  governed  by 
a  Prince  whom  they  call  Lazin-Chaa.  One  of 
their  princes  was  lately  killed,  in  an  engagement  with 
the  Kontayfha,  king  of  the  black  Kalmucks.  The 
Delay-Lama  himfelf  narrowly  efcapcd  being  taken  pri- 

N  n  2  foner 


28^  A      JOURNEY 

CHAP.  VI.  foncr,  notwichftanding  all  his  forefight.  The  Lama 
^7-^-  threatened  the  Kontayflia  with  many  difafters,  as  the 
confequences  of  fuch  proceedings.  The  Kontayfha, 
however,  regarded  them  very  liccle,  till  he  had  attain- 
ed his  ends;  after  which,  he  generoufly  reinftatcd  both 
the  Prince  and  the  Delay- Lama  in  their  former  dig- 
nity. The  Kontaylhia  is  of  the  fame  profefTion  with 
the  Delay-Lama,  and  acknowledges  his  authority  in 
relieious  matters. 

I  am  informed  there  is  a  third  Lama,  called  Bogdn- 
Pantzin,  of  dill  greater  authority  than  either  of  the 
former.  But,  as  he  lives  at  a  great  diftance,  near  the 
frontiers  of  the  Great  Mogul,  he  is  little  known  m 
thefe  parts.  Though  I  am  unwilling  to  throw  the 
leaft  refle^lion  on  any  fociety  of  men  inftituted  for  the 
promotion  of  religion  and  virtue,  from  all  I  can  col- 
lect concerning  thefe  Lamas,  they  are  little  better 
than  Ihamans  of  fuperior  dignity. 

The  anfwer  to  the  letter,  which  the  ambaffador  had 
written  to  pekin,  was  not  yet  arrived.  In  the  mean 
time  we  were  obliged  to  remain  at  selinginsky, 
where  we  entertained  ourfelves  in  the  beft  manner  we 
could. 

June  the  i  2th,  walking  along  the  bank  of  the  river, 

I  was 
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I  was  a  little  furprlfed  at  the  figure  and  drefs  of  a  man  chap.  vi. 
Handing  among  a  number  of  boys  who  were  angling  for  ^  7  -  o- 
fmall  fifties.  The  perfon  bought  all  the  fifties  alive, 
and  immediately  let  them  go  again  into  the  river, 
which  he  did  very  gently  one  by  one.  The  boys  were 
very  civil  to  him,  though  they  looked  upon  him  as  di- 
ftra^led  on  account  of  his  behaviour.  Durine  this  ce- 
remony  he  took  little  notice  of  me,  though  I  fpokc  to 
him  feveral  times.  I  foon  perceived,  by  his  drefs,  and 
the  fl:reak  of  faffron  on  his  fore-head,  that  he  was  one 
of  the  Brachmans  from  IxNdia. 

After  fettlng  all  the  fifti  a-fwimming,  he  feemed 
much  pleafed;  and,  having  learned  a  little  of  the  Rus- 
sian language,  and  a  fmattering  of  the  Portuguese,. 
began  to  converfe  with  me.  I  carried  him  to  my  lodg- 
ings, and  offered  to  entertain  him  v/ith  a  dram;  but 
he  would  tafte  nothing;  for  he  faid,  it  was  againft  the 
rules  of  his  relioiion  to  eat  or  drink  with  ftrano-crs. 

I  asked  him  the  reafon  why  he  bought  the  fifti  to  let 
them  go  again.  He  told  me,  that,  perhaps  the  fouls 
of  fome  of  his  deceafed  friends,  or  relations,  had  taken 
poffelfion  of  thefe  fifties;  and,  upon  that  fuppofition, 
it  was  his  duty  to  relieve  them:   that,  according  to 

tlieir, 
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CHAP.  VI.  their  law,  no  animal  whatever  ought  to  be  killed  or 
^7-o-  eaten;  and  they  always  lived  on  vegetables. 

After  this  interview,  we  became  fo  famihar  that  he 
came  every  day  to  vifit  me.  He  was  a  chearful  man, 
about  feventy  years  of  age.  He  had  a  bufh  of  hair 
growing  on  his  fore-head,  very  much  matted,  and,  at 
Icaft,  fix  feet  in  length;  when  it  hung  loofe,  it  trailed 
upon  the  ground  behind  him;  but  he  commonly  wore 
it  wrapped  about  his  head,  in  form  of  a  turban.  The 
hair  w^as  not  all  his  own;  but  collected  as  relicks  of  his 
friends,  and  others  of  his  profefTion,  reputed  faints;  all 
which  he  had  intermixed,  and  matted,  with  his  natu- 
ral hair.  Perfons  of  this  character  are  called  Faquers, 
and  eileemed  facred  every  where. 

He  told  me  he  was  a  native  of  indostan,  and  had 
often  been  at  madrass,  which  he  called  chinpatan, 
and  faid  it  belonged  to  the  English.  This  circum- 
ftance,  added  to  feveral  others,  made  me  believe  he 
was  no  impoftor,  but  an  innocent  kind  of  creature,  as 
are  mod  of  that  fe6l.  He  came  to  this  country,  in 
company  with  fome  others  of  his  countrymen,  on  a 
pilgrimage,  in  order  to  pay  their  devotions  to  the 
Kutuchtu  and  Delay-Lama.  They  had  been  twelve 
months  on  their  journey,  and  had  travelled  all  the  way 

on 
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on  foot,  over  many  high  mountains  and  wafte  deferts,  chap.  vi. 
where  they  were  obliged  to  carry  their  provifions,  and  ^J^^ 
even  water,  on  their  backs.  I  lliowed  him  a  map  of 
ASIA,  whereon  he  pointed  out  the  courfe  of  his  jour- 
ney; but  found  many  errors  in  the  geography;  and  no 
wonder;  fmce  few  Europeans  would  have  had  the  re- 
folution  to  undertake  fuch  a  journey  as  this  man  had 
done. 

The  14th,  a  chief  named  Taydia,  of  thofe  mon- 
galls  who  are  fubjecfts  of  his  majcfty,  came  to  pay 
his  refpeds  to  the  ambaflador,  who  gave  him  a  friend- 
ly reception,  and  kept  him  to  dinner.  He  was  a  merry 
old  man,  near  fourfcore,  but  fo  vigorous,  that  he  could 
mount  a  horfe,  v/ith  as  much  agility  as  many  young 
men.  He  was  accompanied  with  five  fons,  and  many 
attendants,  who  treated  him  with  equal  refpecl  as  a 
king;  and  even  his  fons  would  not  fit  dov/n  in  his  pre- 
fence,  till  he  defired  them.  I  confefs  it  gave  me  great 
pleafure  to  fee  the  decency  with  which  they  behaved. 
One  of  our  company,  a  pretty  fat  man,  asked  the  Tay- 
Iha  what  he  fliould  do  in  order  to  be  as  lean  as  he  was. 
The  old  man  replied  in  thefe  few  words,  '  Eat  lefs, 
*  and  work  more:'  a  faying  worthy  of  fiiprocRATEs 
himfclf.     In  his  youth  he  had  been  engaged  in  many 

battles 
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CHAP.  VI.  battles  with  the  Chinese,  whom  he  held  in  great  con- 

1720.  ^^ly^pc^     As  he  was  a  keen  fportfman,  the  ambaffador 

made  an  appointment  with  him  for  a  grand  hunting 

match.     After  which  he  and  his  retinue  returned  to 

their  tents. 

The  15th,  we  dined  at  strealka  with  the  commif- 
fary,  Mr.  stepnikoff,  of  the  caravan  going  to  china. 
Strealka  is  fituated,  as  1  formerly  obferved,  about 
three  or  four  miles  up  the  river  from  selinginsky, 
in  a  fruitful  plain  of  a  triangular  figure,  formed  by  the 
conflux  of  two  fine  rivers;  the  strealka  running  from 
the  eaft,  and  the  selinga  from  the  fouth.   This  would 
have  been  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  beautiful  fituation, 
of  any  in  this  province,  for  the  town  of  selinginsky. 
I  am  informed  that  the  founders  had  a  view  to  this 
delightful  place;  but  the  choice  was  determined  a- 
gainft  them  by  fuperftitious  lots,  to  which  it  was  re- 
ferred.    This  method  of  chufmg  fituations  by  lot,  has 
hurt  many  noble  cities,  and  rendered  the  work  of  ages 
ineffe6lual  to  remedy  the  error. 

The  fame  evening  we  returned,  by  water,  to  selin- 
ginsky; and,  next  day,  went  a  hunting  to  the  weft  of 
the  selinga.  We  had  about  two  hundred  coffacks 
along  with  us,  who  followed  the  common  method  of 

rang- 
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mnging  the  woods,  mentioned  above.     We  killed  fix  chap.  vi. 
roe-bucks,  and  many  hares.     In  the  evening,  we  pitch-   ^7^^- 
ed  our  tents  about  a  fountain,  and  feafted  on  venlfon. 

The  1 6th,  early,  we  left  the  woods  to  our  right, 
and  defcended  Into  a  barren  plain,  where  we  found 
great  flocks  of  antelopes.  Our  people  killed  about 
twenty  of  them.  Thefe  animals  avoid  the  woods,  and 
frequent  the  open  plains  and  deferts.  They  are  ex- 
ceedingly fwlft  and  watchful.  And  fo  far  refemblc 
fneep,  that,  if  one  breaks  through  the  circle,  the  whole 
flock  follows,  though  an  hundred  horfemen  were  in 
the  way ;  which  proves  the  deftruction  of  many  of  thefe 
creatures.  The  noife  of  the  arrows,  with  which  they 
are  hunted,  contributes  much  to  their  confufion.  The 
heads  of  thefe  arrows  are  broad,  and  fixed  in  a  round 
bit  of  bone,  with  two  holes  in  it;  which  make  them 
whiftle  as  they  fly  through  the  air. 

At  noon,  we  fet  up  our  tents  near  a  lake  of  brackidi 
water,  called  solonoy-osera,  or  the  fait  lake.  Round 
the  edges  lies  a  thick  fcurf  of  fait,  as  white  as  fnow, 
which  the  inhabitants  gather  for  ufe.  Here  we  found 
great  flocks  of  water-fowl;  fuch  as,  fwans,  geefe,  ducks. 
The  weather  being  very  hot,  we  remained  till  next 
day. 

Vol,  I.  Oo  The 
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cFiAP.vi.  The  17th,  we  hunted  along  the  fame  wade  plalnv. 
^7-^-  direclino-  our  courfe  to  the  fouth,  towards  the  river 
SELINGA.  This  day  alfo  we  had  very  good  fport.  In 
the  afternoon,  we  pitched  our  tents  near  a  fpring  of 
frefh  water,  which  is  no  fmall  rarity  in  thefe  parched 
deferts;  and  is  as  much  regarded  here,  as  a  good  inn 
would  be  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  I  found,  at 
this  place,  a  prickly  Ihrub,  about  three  feet  high,  with 
a  beautiful  fmooth  bark  as  yellow  as  gold. 

The  I  8  th,  in  the  morning,  we  had  terrible  fladies 
of  liohtning,  accompanied  with  thunder,  and  heavy 
fliowers  of  hail  and  rain  ;  v^^hich  determined  us  to 
leave  the  plains,  and  return,  by  the  rnorteft  road,  to 
SELiNGiNSKY.  Bcfides  the  gam^e  already  mentioned, 
we  found  many  large  buftards,  which  haunt  the  open 
country.  As  it  is  a  very  large  bird,  and  rifes  flowly, 
our  li^^ht  horfemen  killed  feveral  of  them  with  their 


arrows. 


The  2_|th,  arrived  an  officer  from  the  court  of  pe- 
KiN,  fent  on  purpofe  to  difcover  the  number  and  qua- 
lity of  the  embafly.  This  gentleman,  whofe  name 
was  TULisHiN,  was  a  mantshu  tartar  by  birth,  and  a 
member  of  the  tribunal  for  wellern  affairs,  with  which 
he  was  very  well  acquainted.  Thefe  officers  are  cal- 
led 
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•led  Surgutsky  by  the  mongalls,  and  by  the  Europe-  chap.  vi. 
ANs  Mandarin,  a  PorvTucuESE  word  derived  from  man-   ^1-^- 
do.     He  had  formerly  been  in  this  country,  and  had 
learned  the  Russian  language.     He  pretended  to  have 
been  employed  on  fome  bufinefs  with  the  Tuili-du- 
Chan  at  urga;  and,  hearing  of  the  amballador's  arri- 
val, had  come  to  pay  his  refpeds  to  him.     It  was  how- 
ever well  known,  that  he  was  fent  to  enquire  whether 
the  ambaffador  came  on  a  friendly  crraad.      He  was 
received  very  kindly;  and,  aftei  he  had  itayed  three  days, 
and  made  his  obfervations,   returned  very  well  fatis- 
£ed.     At  his  departure,  he  told  the  ambaffador,  that 
orders  would  foon  be  given  for  his  reception  on  the 
frontiers;  but   thefe  could  not  be  iffued  till   his  ar- 
rival at  court,  becaufe  on  his  report  the  whole  affair 
depended.     This  wife  and  cautious  nation,  jealous  of 
all  the  world,  fuffer  none  to  enter  their  territories,  but 
fuch  as  bring  friendly  meffages.     By  this  circumftance 
we  were  confined  fome  time  longer  atsELixciNSKY. 

I  lliall  now  give  a  defcription  of  the  courfe  of  the 
SE  L  I N  G  A,  according  to  the  beft  information  I  could 
procure  from  thofe  who  had  been  at  its  fource.  The 
SELiNGA  is  form-rd  of  two  other  rivers,  called  the  idyr 
and  the  tzolato,  coming  from  the  mountains  of 

O  O     2  KUN- 
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CHAP.  VI.  KUNGAY,  far  CO  the  fouchward  of  this  place.  It  is  af- 
^7^^*  tcrwards  joined  by  two  inconfiderable  rivers,  the  or- 
GHON  from  the  fouch-eaft,  and  the  tzida  from  the 
fouth-weft;  and,  laftly,  by  the  strealka  from  the  eaft, 
a  little  above  the  town  of  selinginsky.  At  this  place 
it  is,  at  leaft,  twice  the  breadth  of  the  river  Thames  ; 
and  is  navigable  a  great  way  above  it.  The  courfe 
now  is  due  north,  till  it  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  b  \y- 
KALL  lake.  The  fource  of  this  river  is  eilimated  at  the 
diftance  of  ten  or  twelve  days  journey  above  selingin- 
sky, which  is  the  common  method  of  computation  in 
this  country.  It  is  plentifully  furnilhed  with  variety  of 
excellent  fifh.  The  omuly,  which  I  formerly  defcribed, 
come  in  vaft  fhoals  fr.om  the  baykal  L,in  autumn,  up 
this  river,  to  fpawn;  after  which,  they  return  to  the  fea, 
fo  weak,  that  many  of  them  are  carried  down  floating 
on  the  furface  of  the  ftream.  During  the  progreCs  of 
the  omuly  up  the  river,  the  inhabitants  of  the  adjacent 
villages  afTemble,  with  their  nets,  and  catch  as  many 
of  them  as  they  pleafe.  On  this  occafion  the  poor 
take  wiat  they  can  ufe,  and  the  reft  are  left  upon  the 
banks.  Thefe  fiihes  advance,  up  the  river,  about  ten 
miles  a- day.  On  their  firil:  appearance,  the  report  is 
fcon  fpread  over  tlie  country  j.  and,  in  two  or  threes 

hours^. 
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hours,  the  people  catch  as  many  as  they  need,  either  chap.  vr. 
for  prefent  ufe,  or  winter  proviflons.  This  filh  Is  very  ^  7^^- 
agreeable  food,  cither  fre(h  or  faked.  It  Is  obfcrved, 
they  are  much  better  and  fatter,  the  nearer  they  are 
caught  to  the  fea ;  a  plain  argument,  that,  were  they 
caught  in  the  fea,  they  would  llill  be  preferable  to  any 
cauaht  In  the  river.  I  have  often  thought,  what  inefll- 
mable  treafure  thefe  omuly  would  produce.  In  other 
parts  of  the  world;  v/hereas,  here,  the  confumption  be- 
ing fmall,  they  are  little  valued.  It  is  remarkable, 
that  the  omuly  are  not  to  be  found,  at  any  feafon.  In 
the  ANGARA,  or  other  rivers  to  the  north  of  the  Bai- 
kal l. 

July  5th,  the  Tayiha-Batyr  arrived,  In  confequence 
of  his  appointment  with  the  ambaflador,  and  brought 
along  with  him  three  hundred  men,  well  mounted,  for 
the  chace.     This  old  gentleman  had  the  appellation. 
ofBatyr;   a  title  of  great  refpe6t  among  the  mon- 
G  A  L  L  s.     It  fignifies  a  hero;  and  is  conferred  only  on. 
thofe  who  have  fignallzed  themfelves,  by  their  courage, 
and  conduct,  in  the  field  of  battle.    Bcfides  thefe  mon^ 
GALLS,  we  carried  v/ith  us  fifty  of  our  cossacks,  and/ 
oiir. tents,  as  we  propofed  to  be  abroad  fome  days. 

Early  onthe  6th,  we  took  our  way  to  the  ealhvard^ 

over. 
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CHAP.  VI.  over  high  hills,  and  through  tall  woods,  having  almofl: 
^7-^'  no  underwood  to  incommode  the  horfes,  or  interrupt 
our  view;  which  made  it  very  pleafant.      After  riding 
a  few  miles,  the  Tayfha,   being  mafter  of  the  chace, 
ordered  his  men  to  extend  their  Hues.     The  Tayiha 
and  we  were  in  the  center;  and  often  fliw  the  game 
pafs  us,  purfued  by  the  horfemen,  at  full  fpeed,  with- 
out the  lead  noife,  but  the  whiftling  of  arrows.     The 
horfes,  being  accuftomed  to  this  kind  of  fport,  follow 
the  name  as  a  erevhound  does  a  hare  ;  fo  that  the  ri- 
ders  lay  the  bridles  on  their  necks,  and  attend  to  no- 
thing but  their  bows  and  arrows.    One  may  eafdy  ima- 
o-ine  the  exquifite  entertainment,  in  feeing  feveral  of 
thefe  horfemen  in  purfuit  of  an  elk  or  ftag  through  the 
valleys.      When  the  animal  is  driven  from  the  woods, 
it  flies,  for  fafety,  to  the  nearelt  rocks.     Some  of  thefe 
creatures  are  nearly  as  large,  and  ftrong,  as  the  horfes 
that  hunt  them.      The  flags  are  of  two  kinds ;  one 
called  zuber,   the  fame  with  the  geraian  crownhirfh, 
but  fomewhat  larger.      The  zuber  is  large  and  beauti- 
ful, and  carries  its  head  almoft  upright,   as  it  runs ; 
which  prevents  its  horns  being  entangled  with  branches 
of  trees.      There  are  none  of  them  in  r  u  s  s  i.a,  nor 
even  in  SIBERIA,  except  about  the  baykall  lake,  and 

eaft. 
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eaftward  from  it;  the  places  farther  to  the  north  be-  ciiap.vi. 
ing  coo  cold  for  them.      The  elk  is  larger  than  the   ^7-^- 
{lag,   and  ftrongcr  made;    having  alfo  long  branchy 
horns,  but  a  little  IIlic. 

Tired  with  fport,  we  left  the  hills  in  the  afternoon, 
and  came  down  into  a  line  valley,  where  we  pitched 
our  cents,  near  a  pure  brook.  The  Taydia  tlicn  or- 
dered all  the  dead  game  co  be  brought  before  him, 
and  ranged  in  proper  order.  We  found,  that,  this 
day,  we  had  killed  no  lefs  than  five  large  elks,  four 
flags,  a  dozen  roe-bucks,  feveral  wolves  and  foxes,  be- 
fides  fawns  and  hares. 

The  Taylha  caufed  the  game  to  be  divided  among 
the  huntfmen ;  who  began  immediately  to  drefs  it, 
fome  of  them  by  boiling,  others  by  broiling,  and  eat 
it  without  either  bread,  or  filt.  The  tails  of  the  ilags, 
which,  by  thefe  people,  are  reckoned  very  delicate,  fell 
to  the  Taydia's  fliare.  Ke  cut  them  into  llices,  and 
eat  them  raw.  I  eat  a  bit  of  one  of  them,  and  thou<>-hc 
it  very  palatable.  The  tade  refcmbled  nothing  fo 
much  as  that  of  freili  caviare.  After  v;c  had  feailed 
on  variety  of  excellent  venifjn,  for  \vc  had  no  other 
provifions,  we  went  to  reft,  well  latisfied  wdch  the  di- 
¥.eriion  of  the  day.. 
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CHAP.  VI.  July  ych,  early  in  the  morning,  we  left  the  plains, 
^1-^'  and  directed  our  courfe  eaflward,  in  the  fame  order  we 
obferved  the  precceding  day.  As  our  fport  was  much 
the  fame,  I  need  not  mention  the  particulars.  About 
noon  we  pitched  our  tents,  near  a  fpring  of  frefh  wa- 
ter, in  a  valley  where  the  grafs  was  about  two  feet 
long.  This  circumftance  is  a  proof  of  the  goodnefs 
of  the  foil;  which,  in  my  opinion,  cannot  fail,  if  pro- 
perly cultivated,  to  produce  any  kind  of  grain.  As 
the  weather  was  excelfively  hot,  we  ftaid  in  this  place 
till  next  day. 

July  8  th,  we  continued  our  fport  in  the  woods  till 
noon ;  when  v/e  came  into  an  extenfive  plain,  in  which 
we  fet  up  our  tents,  near  a  fpring  of  brackilh  water.  In 
this  place  we  obfervxd  feveral  flocks  of  antelopes,  which 
we  referved  for  next  day's  hunting. 

In  the  morning,  our  Tayfha  difpatched  fome  of  his 
horfemen  to  the  tops  of  the  hills,  in  order  to  difcover 
where  the  antelopes  were  feeding;  which,  as  I  former- 
ly obferved,  are  the  moft  watchful,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  fwifteft  animals  in  the  world.  When  they 
returned,  we  extended  our  wings  to  a  great  diftance, 
that  we  mi2;ht  furround  thefe  creatures  with  the  ereat- 
er  eafe  ;   and,  before  noon,  our  people  killed  above 

twenty 
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twenty  of  them.  After  which  we  returned  to  our  tents,  chap.  vi. 
that  were  left  ftandino;  in  the  mornino;.  1720. 

July  loth,  we  took  leave  of  the  Tayflia,  v/hofe  tents 
were  to  the  eaft  of  this  place,  and  returned  next  day 

to  SELINCINSKV. 

During  this  fliort  excurfion,  I  could  not  enouirh 
admire  the  beauty  of  the  country  through  which  wc 
paffcd.  The  gentle  riling  of  the  hills,  many  of  which 
have  their  tops  only  covered  with  wood,  and  the  fer- 
tility of  the  vales,  contribute  to  form  one  of  the  moft 
delightful  landskips  the  woild  can  afford.  To  this 
may  be  added  the  temperature,  and  drynefs,  of  the 
climate;  in  which  refpecls  this  far  exceeds  any  coun- 
try with  v/hich  I  am  acquainted.  After  mid-fummer 
there  is  almoil  no  rain  till  December,  when  the  fnow 
falls;  and  in  fuch  moderate  quantities  that  it  does  not 
hinder  the  cattle  from  lying  abroad  all  the  winter. 

[n  furveying  thefe  fertile  plains  and  plcafant  woods, 
I  have  often  entertained  myfelf  with  painting,  in  my 
own  imagination,  the  neat  villages,  country  feats,  and 
farm-houfes,  which,  in  procefs  of  time,  may  be  erected 
on  the  banks  of  the  rivers,  and  brows  of  the  hills. 
There  is  here  wafte  land  enough  to  maintain,  with 
eafy  labour,  feveral  European  nations^  who  are^  at  pre- 

VoL.  I.  Pp  fcnr, 
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CHAP.  VI.  fenc,  confined  to  barren  and  ungraceful  foils:  and,  wich 
1720.  j-^o-ard  to  the  mongalls,  whole  honefty  and  fimpli- 
cicy  of  manners  are  not  unamiable,  I  fliould  Hke  them 
very  well  for  neighbours. 

From  what  I  have  read  of  north  America,  I  am 
of  opinion,  that  this  country  refembles  none  fo  much 
as  fome  of  our  colonies  in  that  quarter  of  the  world; 
particularly  the  Inland  parts  of  pensylvania  and  Ma- 
ryland. Both  countries  ly  nearly  in  the  fame  lati- 
tude; in  the  one  we  find  great  lakes  and  mighty  rivers; 
in  the  other,  the  baykall  fea,  and  rivers,  which,  for  the 
length  of  their  courfe  and  quantity  of  water,  may  be 
ranked  with  any  in  the  weflern  world. 

Having  refted  ourfelves  a  few  days  after  our  fatigue, 
on  the  1 6th  of  July,  we  fet  out  on  another  hunting- 
match,  attended  by  our  own  coflacks,  and  a  few  of 
the  neiehbourino:  mongalls.  We  went,  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  farther  northward,  and  nearer  to  the  baykall 
lake,  than  in  our  former  expedition.  Our  fport  v^^as. 
almoft  of  the  fame  kind  as  already  defcrlbed.  I  fliall 
only  add,  that  both  the  ftag  and  elk  ihed  their  horns 
once  a  year;  at  which  time  they  retire  to  thickets,  and 
folitary  places,  till  their  horns  begin  to  fpring  again. 
It  is  furprlling  that  animals  fo  large,  wich  fach  prodi- 


p-ious 
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o-ious  weighc  of  branchy  horns,  fliould  run,  wldi  almoft  chap.vi. 
incredible  fpeed,  through  the  thickefl  woods,  without  ^7^^* 
entangling  themfelves;  but,  to  avoid  this  misfortune, 
they  point  their  nofes  always  parallel  to  the  horizon. 
When  cither  the  elk  or  flag  are  clofely  attacked,  they 
make  a  vieorous  defence  both  with  horns  and  hoofs. 
At  rutting  time,  efpecially,  thefe  creatures  are  fo  very 
furious,  that  it  is  extremely  dangerous  for  any  perfon 
to  approach  their  haunts;  they  will  then  run  at  a  man 
full  fpeed,  and,  if  he  efcapes  being  wounded  by  their 
horns,  will  trample  him  to  death  with  their  fliarp 
hoofs.  As  the  weather  was  exce/Tively  hot,  we  kept 
the  field  only  two  days;  and  then  returned  to  selin- 

GINSKY. 

July  2cth,  another  Mandarin  arrived  from  pekix, 
accompanied  by  an  officer  from  arga;  who  brought  a 
letter  to  the  ambalTador  from  the  Tufh-du-chan,  ac- 
quainting him,  that  he  might  foon  expect  a  perfon, 
properly  authorifed,  to  condu6l  him  to  the  imperial 
city.  No  news  could  be  more  agreeable.  We  hoped 
now  to  be  foon  releafed  from  this  folitary  place,  and 
arrive  at  the  end  of  our  journey.  We  were  indeed 
well  enough  lodged,  and  wanted  neither  the  necella- 
ries  nor  convenlencies  of  life.     The  abundance  of  ru- 

P  p  2  ral 
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CHAP.  VI.  ral  diverfions,  which  this  place  afforded,  coinciding 
^720-  happily  with  the  genius  of  mod  of  our  gentlemen;  and 
the  harmony  that  fubfifted  among  the  retinue,  though 
compofed  of  people  from  mod  nations  in  rurope,  and 
fome  from  asia,  contributed  not  a  httle  to  our  paf- 
fm^>-  the  time  very  a^^reeably.     Notwithftanding  thefe 
advantages,  and  the  affability  and  courteous  behaviour 
of  the  ambaffidor,   which  heightened  them  all,  we 
were  uneafy  at  being  detained  fo  long  on  the  frontiers. 
We  were  apprehenfive  that  fome  accident  might  hap- 
pen to  prevent  our  journey;  efpecially,  as  it  was  report- 
ed among  the  mongalls,  that,  the  Emperor  of  chi- 
na, being  far  advanced  in  years,  was^  fomccimes  fick, 
and  not  difpofed  to  receive  foreign  minifters. 

The  2z|,th,  there  fell  fuch  a  lliower  of  hail-flones 
as  no  man  then  alive  had  ever  feen.  It  was  happy  for 
us  v/e  were  not  then  abroad,  as  the  open  field  affords 
no  kind  of  fhelcer.  The  hail  lay  fome  days  in  the 
woods,  and  cooled  the  air;  v/hich,  before  that  time, 
had  been  excefUvely  hot.  This  day  the  Kutuchtu  fent 
two  lamas  to  compliment  the  ambaffador,  to  wilh  him 
a  good  journey,  and  a  happy  light  of  the  Emperor,  or 
Boghdoy-chan,  as  he  is  called  by  thefe  people. 

Augufl:  9th,  a  courier  arrived  from  pekin,  who  told 

the 
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the  ambaflador,  that  he  had  pafTcd  our  conda^lor  on  chap.  vi. 
the  road;  and  that  we  fliould  now  prepare  for-our  jour-   ^  72o. 
ney  to  the  capital,  as  that  gentleman  would  arrive  in 
a  few  days. 

On  the  24th,  our  conductor,  called  lomy,  at  laft 
arrived.  He  was,  by  birth,  a  m  \ntshu  tartar,  and  a 
member  of  the  court  for  the  weftern  department.  Af- 
ter remaining  with  us  for  fome  days,  he  returned  to 
YOLLA,  a  place  upon  the  border,  in  order  to  procure 
horfes  and  camels  for  our  journey. 

September  8th,  we  fent  our  baggage  by  water  to 
STREALKA,  and  next  day  we  followed  it.  We  lived  in 
tents,  while  we  ftaid  at  this  place,  till  horfes  and  ca- 
mels were  got  ready.  In  the  mean  time,  our  people 
were  employed  in  packing  up  the  baggage  into  proper 
loads  for  camels.  Strealka,  I  formerly  obfcrved,  is 
the  place  where  his  majefty's  commiffary  of  the  cara- 
van has  his  abode,  and  the  government  of  Siberia  their 
ftore-houfes.  I  imagine,  therefore,  it  will  not  be  im- 
proper, before  we  proceed,  to  give  fome  account  of  the 
trade  carried  on  from  this  place. 

Formerly  the  fur  trade  was  free  to  all  his  majefty's 
fubje6ls,  both  Russians  and  tartars.  The  merchants 
repaired  to  Siberia  at  the  proper  feafons,  where  they 

bought 
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CHx^p.  VI.  bought,  at  cheap  rates,  all  the  rich  furs  they  could 
^7^^'  find;  and  difpofed  of  them  in  Persia,  turkey,  and 
POLAND,  at  a  price  much  below  the  real  value.  The 
government  of  Siberia  perceived  a  very  confiderable 
diminution  of  the  revenue  in  that  country,  and  foon 
difcovered  the  true  caufe  of  it;  which  was,  that,  a  great 
part  of  the  furs  belonging  to  his  majefty  remained  un- 
fold. Upon  inquiry,  it  appeared  that  this  was  owing 
to  the  foreign  markets  being  fupplied  with  thefe  com- 
modities, at  low  rates,  by  the  fubjeds,  before  the  goods 
beloneine  to  the  o-overnment  could  be  expofed  to  fale. 
The  o-overnment  of  Siberia  reprefented  to  his  majefty 
the  lofs  of  fo  confiderable  a  branch  of  his  revenue;  in 
confequence  of  which,  an  order  was  immediately  iffii- 
ed,  prohibiting  all  private  perfons,  for  the  future,  to 
export  lablcs  in  particular.  Since  this  regulation  took 
place,  the  government  have  fent  their  own  furs,  gene- 
rally once  in  three  years,  by  caravans,  to  china.  The 
value  of  one  of  thefe  caravans  is  reckoned  to  amount 
to  four  or  five  thoufand  roubles,  and  yields  a  return  of, 
at  Icaft,  double  that  fum.  The  Emperor  of  china, 
from  regard  to  the  friendftiip  and  good  neighbourhood 
of  his  majefty,  gives  the  caravans  free  quarters,  and 
liberty  to  difpofe  of  their  goods,  and  buy  others,  with- 
out 
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out  exacting  any  impoft.     At  firft  the  Emperor  not  chap.  vi. 
only  gave  the  caravan  free  quarters,  but  alfo  maintain-  ^  '  ^^' 
ed,  at  his  own  charge,  both  men  and  horfcs,  during 
their  ftay  in  pekin.     This  laft  exprelTion  of  his  ma- 
jefly's  bounty  is,  however,  now  withdrawn. 

September  15th,  our  conduclor  having  acquainted 
the  ambaflador  that  the  horfes  and  camels  were  ready, 
our  baggage  was  difpatched  to  the  frontiers,  cfcorted 
by  our  own  foldiers  and  fome  cofTacks;  though,  indeed, 
there  was  no  great  occafion  for  any  guard,  as  the  mon- 
GALLS  feem  to  have  little  ufe  for  any  thing  that  be- 
longed to  us. 

After  dining  with  the  commiffary  of  the  caravan, 
at  STREALKA,  ou  the  1 8th,  we  left  thac  place  in  the 
evening,  accompanied  with  the  commiflliry  and  mod 
of  the  officers  at  selinginsky.  After  we  had  travel- 
led about  twenty  English  miles  to  the  fouth-eall:, 
through  fine  plains  covered  with  exceeding  long  grafs, 
we  arrived  at  the  end  of  the  firft  ftage,  called  kollud- 
tzy;  where  we  found  our  tencs,  which  had  been  fent  off 
in  the  morning,  ready  for  our  reception.  This  day 
we  faw  fome  fcattered  tents  of  mongalians,  wich  their 
flocks. 

Next  day,  we  travelled  about  twenty  miles  farcher 

to 
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CHAP.  VI.  to  a  finglc  houfe,  built  by  the  commiflary  for  a  fliadc 
^'^-^'  to  his  cattle  in  winter.   We  hunted  all  the  way  through 
a  pleafanc  country,  interfperfed  with  little  hills  cover- 
ed with  wood;  but  faw  as  few  inhabitants  as  the  day 

before. 

The  2  0th,  about  noon,  we  reached  a  place  called 
SARATZYN,  or  the  NEW  MOON,  fituatcd  on  the  bank  of 
a  rivulet  of  the  fame  name.  This  rivulet  is  the  boun- 
dary between  the  Russian  and  Chinese  territories,  and 
feparates  two  of  the  mod  mighty  monarchies  in  the 
world.  The  diftance  between  selinginsky  and  this 
place  is  computed  to  be  about  one  hundred  and  four 
verfl:,  nearly  feventy  English  miles. 

The  conductor  was  encamped  on  the  eaft  fide  of 

the  rivulcc,  and  we  pitched  our  tents  on  the  other. 

The  ground,  on  both  fides,  rifes  a  lictle,  and  the  foil 

feems  to  be  extremely  good.     The  grafs  is  rank  and 

thick,  and,  as  the  feafon  is  very  dry,  would,  with  little 

labour,  make  excellent  hay.     This  grafs  is  ofcen  fee 

on  fire,  by   the   m  on  galls,  in  the  fpring,   during 

high  winds.      At  fuch  times  it  burns  moil  furioufly, 

running  like  wild-fire,  and  fpreading  its  flames  to  the 

diftance  of  perhaps  ten  or  twenty  miles,   till  its  pro- 

grefs  is  interrupted  by  fome  river  or  barren  hill.    The 

impe- 
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impetuofity  of  thefe  flames,  their  fmoke  and  crackling  chap.  vi. 
noife,  cannot  eafily  be  conceived  by  thofe  who  have  ^J^"^ 
not  feen  them.  When  any  perfon  fmds  himfclf  to  the 
l-eeward  of  them,  the  only  method,  by  which  he  can 
fa ve  himfelf  from  their  fury,  is  to  kindle  immediately 
the  grafs  where  he  ftands,  and  follow  his  own  fire. 
For  this  purpofe,  every  perfon  is  provided  with  flints, 
fteel,  and  tinder.  The  reafon  why  the  mongalls  fet 
fire  to  the  grafs  is  to  procure  early  paflure  for  their 
cattle.  The  alhes,  left  upon  the  ground,  fink  into 
the  earth  at  the  melting  of  the  fnov/,  and  prove  an  ex- 
cellent manure;  fo  that  the  grafs,  in  the  fpring,  rifes 
on  the  lands,  which  have  been  prepared  in  this  manner, 
as  thick  as  a  field  of  wheat.  Caravans,  travellers  with 
mcrchandife,  but  efpecially  armies,  never  encamp  upon 
this  rank  grafs.  And  there  are  feveral  inftances  of 
confiderable  bodies  of  men  being  put  in  confufion, 
and  even  defeated,  by  the  enemy's  fetting  fire  to  the 
grafs. 

Before  I  leave  the  Russian  territories,  I  fhall  give 
fome  account  of  the  marches  between  thefe  two  fa- 
mous empires.  The  frontier,  according  to  the  bed 
information  I  could  procure,  begins,  a  great  way  weft- 
ward  of  this  place,  near  the  fource  of  the  river  dzida  ; 

Vol.  I.  Q^q  from 
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CHAP.  VI.  from  thence  ic  proceeds  co  the  eaft,  eroding  the  se- 
^7-^*  LING  A,  and  runs  along  the  cops  of  the  hills,  inclining 
fomctimes  to  the  north,  and  fometimes  to  the  fouth^ 
till  it  meets  with  the  rivulet  saratzyn.     It  runs  then 
in  a  very  irregular  line,  varying  its  direction  according 
to  the  courfe  of  the  rivers  and  brooks ;  or,  from  the 
top  of  one  hill  to  fome  other  remarkable  point  in  view; 
point'ing,  in  general,  towards  the  north-eaft,  till  it  ends 
at  the  river  argun  ;  which,  together  with  the  ingo- 
DA,  forms  the  a  moor.     This  boundary  includes  a  vaft 
tract  of  excellent  land  on  the  Russian  fide;  and  thac 
part  of  the  mon  galls  who  inhabit  it,  being  ftout 
men,  and  livino;  much  at  eafe,  will,  in  time,  become  a 
numerous  people. 

The  marches  were  fettled  upon  the  prefent  footing 
about  tv/enty-five  years  ago,  on  the  following  occafi- 
on.  The  mongalls,  on  the  Chinese  fide,  alledged^ 
that  their  countrymen,  fubjecls  of  russia,  encroach- 
ed on  their  borders ;  which  created  fome  difputes  be- 
tween the  two  nations.  The  caufes  of  this  mifundcr- 
il^ding  being  reprefented  to  the  tvv^o  courts,  it  was 
agreed  to  fend  minifters,  with  full  powers  to  terminate 
the  affair  in  an  amicable  manner.  His  Majefty's  mi? 
niftex,  TH£0D0RF.  alexiovitz  goloyin,  met  the  Chi- 
nese 
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NESE  plenipocenciaries,  on  the  frontiers,  in  the  neigh-  chap.vi. 
bourhood  of  nertshinsky,  a  confiderable  town,  be-  ^2l?' 
longing  to  Russia,  near  the  river  a  moor.  All  mat- 
ters were  foon  accommodated,  to  the  mutual  fatis- 
fa6tion  of  both  parties,  on  the  footing  of  uti  pojfidetis\ 
i.  e.  each  of  the  parties  retaining  the  people  and  terri- 
tories that  then  belonged  to  them. 

This  determination  kept  all  quiet  for  fome  time. 
The  CHINESE,  however,  foon  appeared  to  be  difTatis- 
fied  with  the  decifion ;  and  want  to  have  the  marches 
reviewed;  to  which,  in  my  opinion,  the  Russians  will 
not  eafily  affent. 

The  2  I  ft,  the  conductor  came  to  conQ-ratulate  the 
ambalTador  on  his  arrival  at  the  borders  ;  and  ac- 
quainted him,  that,  the  horfes  and  camels  being  ready, 
he  might  proceed  when  he  pleafed.  I  cannot  omit 
an  inconfiderable  circumftance,  that  happened  at  this 
place,  as  it  ftrongly  reprefents  the  caution  and  pru- 
dence of  the  CHINESE.  Our  conductor,  having  feen 
fome  women  walking  in  the  fields,  asked  the  ambafla- 
dor,  who  they  were?  and  whither  they  were  going?  He 
was  told,  they  belonged  to  the  retinue,  and  were  going 
along  with  it  to  china. 

He  replied,  they  had  women  enough  in  p  e  k  i  n  al- 

Q^q  2  ready > 
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CHAP. VI.  ready;  and,  as  there  never  had  been  an  European  wo 
^7-0-  man  in  china,  he  could  not  be  anfwerable  for  incrc- 
ducino-  the  firft,  without  a  fpecial  order  from  the  Em- 
peror. But,  if  his  excellency  would  wait  for  an  an^ 
fwer,  he  would  difpatch  a  courier  to  court  for  that 
purpofe.  The  return  of  this  meflenger  could  not  be 
fooncr  than  fix  weeks;  it  was  therefore  thought  more 
expedient  to  fend  back  the  women  to  selinginsky, 
with  the  waggons  that  brought  our  baggage  to  this 
place. 


CHAPTER     Vir. 

From  pnjfmg  the  s  a  R  a  t  z  y  n,  and  entering  the  Chinese  ter-*- 
ritories,  to  our  arrival  at  the  ivall  of  cni^.K. 

T'^HE  2  2d  of  September,  having  loaded  the  camels 
with  our  baggage,  and  procured  carriages  for 
the  boxes  that  contained  his  Majefty's  prefents  to  the 
Emperor,  which  were  too  large  for  camels  to  bear,  we 
mounted,  and  paffed  the  sakatzyn,  and  foon  entered 
the  CHINESE  territories.  We  travelled  fifteen  miles, 
when  we  arrived,  about  evening,  at  the  river  org h on, 
lannino:  with  a  tnooth  dream  to  the  north.     The  car- 

liases- 
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riages  retarded  our  progrefs  greatly,  as  the  horfes  were  chap.vii. 
fprightly,  and  unaccuftomed  to  draught.  1720. 

This  day  we  commenced  guells  of  the  Emperor  of 
CHINA,  who  entertains  all  amballadors,  and  bears  their 
expences,  from  the  day  they  enter  his  dominions,  till 
the  time  they  quit  them  again.  Our  retinue  confifted* 
of  about  one  hundred  perfons,  who  were  allowed  fif- 
teen flieep  every  day.  The  overplus  of  this  large  al- 
lowance was  o-iven  to  the  mongalls  who  drove  the 
camels.  Befides  mutton  and  beef,  there  is  no  other 
kind  of  provilion  to  be  found,  till  you  come  within 
the  wall  of  china.  The  mutton  is  of  a  middle  fize; 
but,  I  muft  confefs,  exceedinQ-  fine.  The  conductor 
was  attended  by  an  officer  from  the  Tulli-du-Chan>^ 
who  procured,  from  the  mongalls  encamped  neareft 
our  road,  what  fheep  we  wanted.  The  camels  were 
very  tra6lable,  and  flooped  to  take  on  their  loads.  But 
the  horfes  were,  at  firft,  very  unmanageable.  Many  of 
them  had  never  before  been  employed  for  any  ufe;  and 
were  faddled  with  great  difficulty,  but  mounted  with 
much  more;  for  the  very  fmell  of  our  cloaths,  which 
they  perceived  to  be  different  from  that  of  the  mon- 
galls, their  mafters,  made  them  fnort  and  fpring  witlr 


lireat/ 


^lO  A      JOURNEY 

CHAP. VII.  wreat  fury.     They  were  eafily  managed,  notwichftand- 
^1~^'  in^r,  when  we  got  upon  their  backs. 

Our  road,  this  day,  lay  through  fine  plains  and  val- 
lics,  covered  with  rank  grafs ;  but  not  a  fingle  tent  was 
to  be  fcen.  I  inquired  why  fuch  a  fine  foil  was  with- 
out inhabitants;  and  was  told,  that  the  Chinese  had 
forbid  the  mongalls  to  encamp  fo  near  the  Russian 
borders,  for  fear  of  being  allured  to  pafs  over  to  their 
territories,  as  many  had  formerly  done.  Thefe  fruit- 
ful vallies  are  furrounded  with  pleafant  hills,  of  eafy 
afcent,  whofe  fummits  are  covered  with  tufts  of  trees. 
Many  of  thefe  tufts,  being  of  a  circular  figure,  and 
having  no  under-wood,  appear  as  if  they  had  been 
planted  and  pruned  by  art;  others  are  irregular;  and, 
fometimes,  a  rids-e  of  trees  runs  from  one  hill  to  ano- 
ther.  Thefe  objeds  afford  a  profpe6l  fo  pleafmg  to 
the  eye,  and  fo  feldom  to  be  found,  that  one  cannot 
help  being  charmed.  And  this  pleafure  is  ftill  heigh- 
tened by  the  gentle-flowing  rivulets ;  abounding  with 
fiih,  and  plenty  of  game,  in  the  vallies,  and  among  the 
trees. 

The  23d,  we  fet  out  early,  and  came  to  a  rivulet, 
called  IRA,  running  to  the  north- wefl:,  till  it  falls  into 
the  ORGHON ;  which  we  pafTed,  and  pitched  our  tents 

on 
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on  the  other  fide.     The  rank  grafs,  by  accident,  took  chap.vii. 
fire;  and,  had  not  water  been  at  hand  to  extinguiih  it,   ^2^^' 
and  the  weather  very  cahn,   the  confequences  might 
have  been  fatal.     We  travelled  farther  this  day  than 
the  former,  as  fewer  inconveniencies  arofe  from  the 
reftifnefs  of  the  horfes. 

The  24th,  we  continued  our  journey  towards  the 
fouth-eaft,  along  fmooth  roads,  through  a  pleafant 
country;  and,  at  evening,  reached  a  rivulet  called sha- 
RA,  or  the  yellow  rivulet,  on  the  banks  of  which  we  fet 
up  our  tents.  The  vallies  now  were  more  contracted, 
and  lefs  wood  upon  the  hills,  than  formerly. 

The  25th,  v/e  came  to  a  rivulet  called  Kara,  or  the 
black  rivulet,  from  the  colour  of  the  water,-  which  is 
tinged  by  the  richnefs  of  the  foil. 

The  26th,  we  proceeded.  The  country  retained 
much  the  fame  appearance,  and  the  weather  was  very 
line;  but  not  a  fingle  inhabitant  was  yet  to  be  feen. 
In  the  evening,  I  walked  from  our  tents,  with  fome  of 
our  company,  to  the  top  of  a  neighbouring  hill,  where 
I  found  many  plants  of  excellent  rhubarb;  and,  by  che 
help  of  a  flick,  dug  up  as  much  of  it  as  I  wanted. 

On  thefe  hills  are  a  great  number  of  animals  cal- 
led marmots,  of  a  browniih  colour,  having  feet  like  a 

badger^ 
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CHAP. VII. badger;  and  nearly  of  the  fame  fize.  They  make 
^7^^'  deep  burrows  on  the  decHvities  of  the  hills;  and,  it  is 
faid,  that,  in  winter,  they  continue  in  thefe  holes,  for 
a  certain  time,  even  without  food.  At  this  feafon, 
however,  they  fit  or  ly  near  their  burrows,  keeping  a 
flri6l  watch;  and,  at  the  approach  of  danger,  rear  them- 
felves  upon  their  hind-feet,  giving  a  loud  whiffle,  like  a 
man,  to  call  in  the  ftragglers;  and  then  drop  into  their 
holes  in  a  moment. 

I  fliould  not  have  mentioned  an  animal  fo  well 
known  as  the  marmot,  had  it  not  been  on  account  of 
the  rhubarb.      Wherever  you  fee  ten  or  twenty  plants 
growing,  you  are  fure  of  finding  feveral  burrows  under 
the  {hades  of  their  broad  fpreading  leaves.  Perhaps  they 
may  fome  times  eat  the  leaves  and  roots  of  this  plant. 
Howe^xr,  it  is  probable,  the  manure  they  leave  about  the 
roots,  contributes  not  a  little  to  its  increafe;  and  their 
caftino-  up  the  earth  makes  it  fhoot  out  young  buds,  and 
multiply.     This  plant  does  not  run,  and  fpread  itfclf, 
like  docks,  and  others  of  the  fame  fpecies;  but  grows 
in  tufcs,  at  uncertain  diftances,  as  if  the  feeds  had  been 
dropped  with  defign.     It  appears  that  the  mongalls 
never  accounted  it  worth  cultivating ;    but  that  the 
world  is  obliged  to  the  marmots  for  the  quantities 

feat- 
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fcattered,  ac  random,  in  many  parts  of  this  country,  chap.  vir. 
For  whatever  part  of  the  ripe  feed  happens  to  be  blown  ^]j^^' 
among  the  thick  grafs,  can  very  fcldom  reach  the 
ground,  but  muft  there  wither  and  die;  whereas,  fliould 
it  fall  among  the  loofe  earth,  thrown  up  by  the  mar- 
mots, it  immediately  takes  root,  and  produces  a  new 
plant. 

After  digging  and  gathering  the  rhubarb,  the  mon- 
GALLs  cut  the  large  roots  into  fmall  pieces,  in  order 
to  make  them  dry  more  readily.  In  the  middle  of 
every  piece  they  fcoop  a  hole,  through  which  a  cord 
is  drawn,  in  order  to  fufpend  them  in  any  convenient 
place.  They  hang  them,  for  moil  part,  about  their 
tents,  and  fometimes  on  the  horns  of  their  fheep. 
This  is  a  moft  pernicious  cuftom,  as  it  deftroys  fome 
of  the  bed;  part  of  the  root;  for  all  about  the  hole  is 
rotten  and  ufelefs;  whereas,  were  people  rightly  in- 
formed how  to  dig  and  dry  this  plant,  there  would 
not  be  one  pound  of  refufe  in  an  hundred;  which 
would  fave  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and  expence,  that 
much  diminiih  the  profits  on  this  commodity.  At 
prefent,  the  dealers  in  this  article  think  thefe  improv- 
ments  not  worthy  of  their  attention,  as  their  gains  are 
more  confiderable  on  this  than  on  any  other  branch 
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CHAP.  vii.  of  trade.    Perhaps  the  government  may  hereafter  think: 
^7^^*  ic  proper  to  make  fome  regulations  with  regard  to  this 
matter. 

I  have  been  more  p/articular  in  defcribing  the  growth- 
and  management  of  the  rhubarb;  becaufe  I  never  met 
with  an  author,  or  perfon,  who  could  give  a  fatisfac- 
tory  account  where,  or  how,  it  grows.  I  am  perfuad- 
ed,  that,  in  fuch  a  dry  climate  as  this,  it  might  eafily 
be  fo  cultivated  as  to  produce  any  quantity  that  could 
be  wanted. 

I  omit  any  computation  of  the  diftances  of  places,, 
along  this  road,  as  the  whole  of  it,  from  the  borders 
to  PEKiN,  has  been  meafured  by  a  wheel,  or  machine, 
riven  to  the  caravan,  by  the  governor  of  Siberia,  for 
that  purpofe.  I  fhall  afterwards  fubjoin  the  exa6l  di- 
flanccs  taken  from  this  meafurement. 

The  27th,  and  28th,  we  purfued  the  fame  road, 
over  hills  and  through  vallies.  For,  though  few  tra- 
vel this  way,  the  caravans,  with  their  heavy  carriages,, 
leave  fuch  marks  as  are  not  foon  effaced.  It  is  only 
of  late  that  the  caravans  travelled  this  road.  Former- 
ly they  went  farther  to  the  north,  by  a  Russian  town 
called  NERTziNSKY,  and  thence  to  a  Chinese  city  cal^ 
led  NAUN.     That  road  is  more  convenient  than  the 

prefenc 
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prefcnt,  as  ic  lies  through  places  better  inhabited;  but  chap.  vir. 
the  prefent  is  fhorter,  and  therefore  taken  by  mod   ^7-^' 
travellers. 

The  29th,  we  reached  a  river  called  buroy,  where 
we  lodged.  At  this  dry  feafon  all  thefe  rivers  are  ford^ 
able;  and  they  abound  with  fturgeon,  and  other  fifh. 
Next  morning,  Mr.  venant,  our  chief  cook,  dropped 
down,  as  he  was  coming  out  of  his  tent,  and  imme- 
diately expired,  notwithftanding  all  pofTible  care  was 
taken  for  his  recovery.  VVe  interred  him  as  decently 
as  time  and  circumftances  would  admit;  and  proceed- 
ed to  a  river  called  bor-gualty,  where  we  pitched  our 
tents  for  this  night. 

October  ift,  after  a  long  day's  journey,  we  reached 
a  rivulet  called  koyra.  The  face  of  the  country  ap- 
peared nearly  the  fame  as  formerly. 

The  2d,  after  another  long  march,  we  came  to  the 
banks  of  the  river  tola,  the  largeft  we  had  feen  fince 
we  left  the  selinga. 

Next  day,  we  croffed  the  tola  at  a  pretty  deep 
ford,  where  the  river  was  in  breadth  about  the  flight 
of  an  arrow  at  point  blank.  It  was  noon  before  our 
camels  got  over,  and  too  late  to  proceed.  We  were 
therefore  obliged  to  fet  up  our  tents  on  the  eaft  bank 
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CHAP.  VII.  of  the  river,  which  was  overgrown  with  tall  oziers. 
1720.  Here  our  conduclor  furnifhed  us  with  frelh  horfes 
and  camels.  From  the  borders  to  this  place,  our  fta- 
ges  were  regulated  by  brooks  and  rivers;  for  the  con- 
veniency  of  getting  water.  And,  for  the  fame  reafon, 
as  there  are  no  rivers  nor  brooks,  from  hence  to  the 
wall  of  CHINA,  fountains  and  fprings  will  be  our  only 
ftages. 

On  the  banks  of  the  tola  we  found  many  mon- 
GALLs  encamped,  with  numerous  flocks  of  cattle,  be- 
ino-  the  firfl:  inhabitants  we  had  feen  fince  our  leaving 
the  border.  The  Russians,  and  the  mon galls  wha 
are  fubjecls  of  russia,  claim  all  the  country  weftward 
from  the  tola;  which,  they  fay,  is  the  natural  boun- 
dary between  the  two  empires.  This  would  indeed 
be  a  confiderable  addition  to  the  dominions  of  russla. 
But,  as  both  thcfe  mighty  rhonarchs  are  abundantly 
provided  with  a  vaft  extent  of  territory,  neither  party 
think  it  v/orth  v/hile  to  difpute  about  a  few  hundred 
miles  of  property,  which,  obtained,  would  perhaps  not 
balance  the  cod,  or  contribute  but  little  to  the  advan- 
taee  of  either. 

The  appearance  of  the  country  was  now  greatly 
altered  to  the  w^orfe.     We  faw  no  more  pleafant  hills 

and 
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and  woods;  neither  could  I  lind  one  fingle  plane  oFchap.vii. 
rhubarb.     The  foil  was  dry  and  barren;  and  the  grafs  ^2^^^* 
not  to  be  compared  to  what  we  had  already  paffcd 
over. 

The  4th,  after  every  man  had  drunk  his  fill  of  the 
pure  and  wholefome  water  of  tola,  and  filled  his 
bottle  with  it,  we  departed  with  fome  regret,  as  we 
could  hope  for  no  more  rivers,  or  brooks,  till  we  came 
to  the  wall  of  china.  We  foon  entered  the  defert 
commonly  named,  by  the  mongalls,  the  hungry  de- 
sert. How  far  it  deferves  that  title,  will  be  feen  as 
we  advance. 

In  the  evening,  we  reached  fome  pits,  called  tola- 
TOLOGGY,  of  brackifh  water,  where  we  pitched  our 
tents.  The  road  flill  pointed  to  the  fouch-eaft,  with 
little  variation,  over  grounds  that  rofe  a  little  at  firfl:^ 
but  afterwards  gradually  declined.  We  faw  many 
mongalian  tents,  and  cattle,  difperfed  along  the 
defert. 

The  5th,  we  fet  out  again,  and,  in  the  evening 
came  to  fome  fountains,  called  chelo-tologoy,  of 
pretty  freih  water.  The  country  was  quite  level,  and 
appeared  to  the  eye  as  plain  as  the  fea.     The  foil  was 

dry. 
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CHAP.  VII.  dry,  barren,  and  gravelly ;  and  neither  tree  nor  bulli  to 
^2^'  be  feen;  a  profpecl  not  very  agreeable. 

The  6th,  early  in  the  morning,  we  proceeded  eaft- 
ward,  through  the  fame  fort  of  flat  country.  The 
weather  was  very  fine,  and  the  roads  excellent.  In  the 
evening,  we  arrived  at  a  pool,  called  tylagk,  of  brack- 
ifti  water,  where  we  remained  the  following  night. 
This  day  we  faw  feveral  large  flocks  of  antelopes,  and 
fome  MON GALLS  in  their  tents;  which  was  no  difagree- 
able  obje6l  in  this  continued  plain.  We  paflTed  few 
of  chefe  tents  without  vlfiting  them,  where  we  always 
found  an  hofpitable  reception,  and  were  entertained 
with  fome  zaturan,  a  kind  of  tea  which  1  formerly 
defcribed.  And,  if  we  happened  to  flay  till  our  bag- 
gage was  gone  out  of  fight,  the  landlord  conduced 
us,  by  the  iliorteft  way,  to  the  fprings  that  terminated 
the  next  flage. 

The  next  day,  we  came  to  the  wells  called  gachun. 
Our  bisket  being  now  fpent,  we  were  reduced  to  live 
on  mutton  only,  during  the  reft  of  our  journey  through 
this  defert;  which  we  accounted  no  great  hardfhip,  as 
it  was  extremely  fine.  It  is  not  a  little  furprifing,  that, 
notwithftanding  the  barren  appearance  of  this  unfhel- 
tered  plain,  the  cattle  are  in  good  condition,  but  par- 
ticularly 
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ticularly  the  fheep.  The  fhorc  grafs,  though  in  many  chap.  vir. 
places  thmly  fcattered,  muft  be  of  a  very  nourifhing  ^1'^'^* 
quality.  This  will  naturally  proceed  from  the  climate, 
and  the  foil,  which  every  where  partakes  of  a  nitrous 
quality,  as  plainly  appears  from  the  fcurf  of  fait  round 
the  edges  of  the  lakes  and  ponds,  and  the  taftc  of  the 
water,  generally  brackifh  in  the  fprings  and  pits. 

The  8th,  our  conductor  furnifhed  us  with  a  frefh 
fet  of  cattle,  which  detained  us  latter  than  our  ufual 
time  of  fetting  out.  This  day,  the  foil  was  very  much 
inclined  to  gravel,  containing  a  number  of  red  and  yel- 
low pebbles,  many  of  which,  being  tranfparent,  made  a 
fine  appearance  while  the  fun  flione.  We  were  inform- 
ed there  were  fometimes  flones  of  value  found  here; 
which  fo  much  excited  our  curioiity,  that  each  of  us, 
every  day,  picked  up  a  confiderable  quantity.  On  exa- 
mination, mod  of  them  were  thrown  away,  as  alto- 
gether ufelefs;  the  few  we  thought  proper  to  retain 
were  wrought  into  very  good  feals.  A  man  might 
gather  a  buihel  of  fuch  ftones  every  day  in  this  defere. 
One  of  our  people,  a  Grecian  by  birth,  v/ho  under- 
itood  fomething  of  the  nature  of  flones,  found  one 
that  he  called  a  yellow  fapphire,  and  valued  it  at  fifcy 
crowns.    Perhaps  thefe  pebbles  might  be  of  that  kind 

which 
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CHAP. VII.  which  the  lapidaries  call  cornelian;  for  they  are  fuffi- 
^21^'  ciencly  hard,  and  take  a  fine  polilh. 

The  oth,  we  fct  out  early,  and  travelled  to  a  pool 
named  oko-toulgu.     This  day,  a  lama  from  the  Ku- 
tuchtu,  going  to  pekin,  joined  our  company,  who,  by 
his  habit  and  equipage,  feemed  to  be  a  perfon  of  emi- 
nence.    In  marching  along  the  tedious  defert,  the  con- 
verfation  turned  on  a  terrible  earthquake  which  hap- 
pened, during  the  month  of  July  lafl:,  in  china,  be- 
tween the  long  wall  and  pekin;  and  had  laid  in  ruins 
feveral  villages,  and  walled  towns,  and  buried  many 
people  in  their  ruins.      The  lama  inquired  what  was 
the  opinion  of  the  learned  men  in  Europe  concerning 
the  caufe  of  this  phaenomenon.     We  told  him,  it  was 
commonly  reckoned  to  be  fubterraneous  fire;  and  then 
asked,  in  our  turn,  to  what  caufe  fuch  extraordinary 
appearances  were  imputed  by  his  countrymen?     He 
replied,  that  fome  of  their  learned  lamas  had  written, 
that  GOD,  after  he  had  formed  the  earth,  placed  it  on 
a  golden  frog;  and,  whenever  this  prodigious  frog  had 
occafion  to  fcratch  its  head,  or  ftretch  out  its  foot, 
that  part  of  the  earth,  im.mediately  above,  was  fhaken. 
There  was  no  reafoning  on  a  notion  fo  fantaftical;  we 
therefore  left  the  lama  to  pleafe  himfelf  with  his  hy- 
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pothefis,  and  turned  the  difcourfe  to  fume  other  fub-  chap.vit. 

The  loth,  we  came  to  the  fprlngs  called  korpartu. 
The  appearances  of  things  this  day  were  almoft  the 
fame  as  on  the  preceding  days.  The  foil  appeared 
fo  barren,  that  none  of  the  common  methods  of  im- 
provement could  make  it  bear  any  kind  of  grain,  or 
even  alter  its  prefent  condition.  The  difpofitions  of 
its  inhabitants,  the  mongalls,  feem  wonderfully  fuited 
to  their  fituation;  as  they  appear  more  contented  with 
their  condition  than  thofe  who  polTefs  the  mofl:  fruit- 
ful countries. 

In  the  evening  of  the  i  i  th,  we  arrived  at  khododu^ 
where  we  found  the  water  clear,  and  pretty  frefh, 
burfting,  in  a  ftrong  fpring,  from  the  gravelly  earth, 
and  running,  in  a  ftream,  to  a  confiderable  diftance, 
till  it  lofes  itfelf  in  the  fand.  This  was  the  iirfl:  run- 
ning water  we  had  feen  fince  we  left  the  tola.  And 
we  were  as  happy,  while  fitting  round  this  fountain, 
and  broiling  our  mutton  chops,  as  others  at  a  table 
plentifully  furnilhed  with  burgundy  and  champaign. 
Our  appetities  were,  indeed,  very  keen ;  to  which  daily 
exercife,  the  coldnefs  of  the  air,  and  drinking  nothing 
but  water,  greatly  contributed. 
.     Vol.  I.  S  s  Next 
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CHAP.  VII.      Ncxc  morning,  being  the  i  2ch,  there  was  a  little 
^7-0.  fj-Qfl-  ^ipon  the  ground.     Several  flocks  of  gray  plovers 
came  to  drink  at  the  fpring;  of  which  our  people  kil- 
led as  many  as  our  prefent  circumftances  required. 
Thefe  poor  harmlefs  birds  feemed  infenfible  of  danger ; 
and,  perhaps,  they  had  never  before  heard  the  report 
of  a  o-un ;  for  no  fooner  v/as  the  piece  fired,  than  they 
took  a  Ihort  flight  round  the  fountain,   whiftling  as 
they  flew,  and  immediately  alighted  to  drink  again. 
The  plover  is  a  pretty  bird,  and  pleafant  to  eat;  and 
the  foles  of  its  feet  are  as  hard  as  fo  much  horn,  which 
prevent  its   being  hurt  by  the  ftones  or  gravel.     In 
the  evenine,  v/e  came  to  the  wells  called  bouk-hor- 
L  1 K  E,  without  any  thing  material  happening,  or  any 
difference  on  the  face  of  the  country. 

The  I  ^th,  we  continued  our  journey  to  the  wells 
of  BUDURuy;  where  we  were  again  furniflied  with  frefh 
horfes  and  camels. 

The  1 4th,  we  came  to  a  place,  called  kadan-kachu, 
where  we  were  obliged  to  dig  a  pit,  four  feet  deep,  in 
order  to  procure  water;  which  was  very  bad,  having 
both  a  difaQ-reeable  fmcll,  and  bitter  tafte;  but  was 
drinkable,  when  boiled  with  fome  tea.  We  could, 
however,  get  none  for  our  cattle,  as  the  high  wind  filled 

the 
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the  pics  with  fand  as  faft  as  we  could  dig  chem.  This  chap.  vii. 
fand  is  of  a  whicifli  colour,  and  fo  light  and  dry,  thac  ic  ^J^^' 
is  driven,  by  the  winds,  into  your  face  and  eyes;  and  be- 
comes very  difagreeable.  Moil  of  our  people,  indeed, 
were  provided  with  a  piece  of  nee- work,  made  of  horfc- 
hair,  which  covered  their  eyes  j  and  is  very  ufeful  in 
drifts,  either  of  fand  or  fnow. 

The  15  th,  we  travelled  over  deep  fands ;  and,  in 
the  evening,  arrived  at  other  fprings  called  t  z  a  g  a  n- 
T  E  G  G  E  R I  c  K.  The  wind  continuing  high,  it  was 
with  much  difficulty  we  fet  up  our  tents.  It  is  to  be 
obferved,  that,  on  thefe  deep  and  light  fands,  our  Eu- 
ropean tents  are  of  little  ufe,  as  there  is  no  earth  in 
which  the  tent- pins  can  be  faftened.  The  tartar 
tents  are  much  preferable  ;  for,  their  figure  being 
round  and  taper,  like  a  bee- hive,  the  wind  takes  but 
little  hold  of  them;  and  they  (land,  equally  well,  on  a 
fandy,  or  on  any  other  furface.  They  are,  bcfides, 
warmer,  more  eafily  ere6led,  taken  down,  and  tranf- 
ported. 

The  1 6th,  we  left  the  deep  fand,  and  travelled  a- 
long  the  fime  fort  of  dry  gravelly  ground  as  formerly. 
In  the  evening,  we  pitched  our  tents  at  the  fprings  cal- 
led SAD  J  IN.     The  variety  of  objedls,  in  this  dreary 

S  s   2  wafte, 
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CHAP.  VI.  wafte,  arc  fo  few,  that,  in  this,  as  well  as  in  other  rc- 
^7^^'  fpeds,  it  much  refembles  the  fea.  Here  one  can  fee 
no  fai'ther  than  if  he  was  placed  on  the  furface  of  the 
water,  out  of  fight  of  land ;  the  rounding  of  the  globe, 
in  both  cafes,  beins:  the  fame.  Sometimes,  in  the 
morning,  I  have  been  agreeably  furprized  in  fancying 
1  faw,  at  a  fmali  diflance,  a  fine  river,  having  rows  of 
trees  growing  upon  it  banks ;  but  this  was  only  a  de- 
ception of  the  fight,  proceeding  from  the  vapours 
magnifying  fome  fcattered  (hrubs  into  great  trees. 

The  I  yth,  v/e  came  to  fome  wells  of  very  bad  wa- 
ter, called  ouDEY,  where  v/e  found  frefli  horfes  and  ca- 
mels waiting  for  us.  Our  condu6lor  refolved  to  lofe 
no  time,  being  apprehenfive  that  we  might  be  over- 
taken in  the  defert  by  the  froft  and  deep  fnow,  which 
ufually  happen  at  this  feafon.  Such  an  event  would 
have  retarded  our  march,  and  incommoded  us  not  a 
little  in  many  rcfpeds.  We  therefore  travelled  as 
ionp-  flages  as  the  convenience  of  water,  and  the 
flrength  of  our  cattle  v/ould  permit. 

The  i8th,  after  a  long  day's  journey,  we  came  to 
the  wells  called  ulan-icala.  We  found,  almoft  every 
day,  MON  GALLS  in  their  tents,  which  flood  like  fo 
many  hives,  dlfperfed  through  this  folitary  plain. 

The 
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The  19th,  we  mounted  again,  and  travelled  to  thecHAP.vir^ 
fprings  named  TziLAN-TEGGERicK.     This  day  we  faw  ^720. 
feveral  flocks  of  antelopes  ;  and,  indeed,  few  days  paf- 
fed  in  which  we  did  not  fee  fome  of  thefe  animals. 

The  20th,  we  came  to  a  place  called  ourandabu. 
The  weather  ftill  continued  fair,  the  sky  clear,  and  the 
mornings  frofty.  The  water,  at  this  place,  was  tole- 
rable ;  but  we  were  obliged  to  dig  for  it.  When  it 
happened  that  we  had  a  long  ftage  from  one  fpring  to 
another,  for  fear  of  coming  too  late,  we  ufually  fcnt  a 
couple  of  men  before  us,  in  order  to  gather  fewel,  and 
to  dig  pits,  that  the  water  might  have  time  to  fettle 
before  our  arrival. 

The  2  I  ft,  v/e  proceeded ;  and,  in  the  evening,  arrived 
at  a  lake  of  fait  water.  After  digging,  however,  we 
found  fome  frefher.  Were  it  not  that  thefe  lakes  and- 
pits  are  fcattered  through  this  defert,  it  muft  have 
been  altogether  uninhabited,  either  by  man  or  beaft,. 
This  confideration,  among  many  others,  has  often  led 
me  to  admire  the  infinite  wifdom  of  almighty  God,  in: 
the  difpenfations  of  his  providence,  for  the  fupport  of 
all  his  creatures. 

In  my  opinion,  thefe  fprings  are  produced  by  the 
rains  and  melted  fiiow  in  the  fpring ;  for  the  water^. 

fmk-. 
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CHAP.  VII.  finking  in  the  fand,   is  thereby  prevented  from  being 
'^1'^^'  exhaled,  in  fummer,  by  the  heat  of  the  fun;  which 
muft  be  very  fcorching  in  this  defer t,  in  which  there  is 
not  the  leafl:  lliade  to  be  found. 

The  2  2d,  we  quitted  the  fait  lake,  in  a  cold  frofty 
morning,  and  a  flirong  northerly  wind ;  which  was  very 
difap-reeable.  At  evenino;  we  reached  the  wells  of  ku- 
LAT.  Thefe  pits  take  their  names  from  the  quality  of 
the  water,  as  fait,  four,  fweet,  bitter ;  or  from  the  diffe- 
rent tribes  of  people  who  inhabit  the  country  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

In  the  midfl:  of  our  fatigues,  we  had  the  fatisfacftion 
to  be  among  a  friendly  people,  who  did  every  thing  in 
their  power  to  lellen  our  wants. 

Next  day,  we  reached  the  wells  of  mingat.  The 
weather,  though  cold,  was  not  unpleafant.  And,  the 
24th,  having  got  frelh  horfes  and  camels,  we  came,  in 
the  evening,  to  a  pond  of  brackilh  water,  called  k  o- 
RUNTEER,  upon  the  extremity  of  a  difmal  bank  of  fand, 
running  a-crofs  our  road. 

The  day  following,  we  entered  on  the  fand-bank, 
along  a  narrow  and  crooked  paflage  between  two  hil- 
locks. Every  one  prayed  for  calm  weather  while  we 
travelled  over  the  fand ;  which  put  me  in  mind  of  being 

at 
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ac  fea.     We  continued  our  journey,   through  deep  criAP.vn. 
fand,  till  about  noon;  when,  all  our  horfes  and  camels   ^2' 
being  tired,  we  halted  in  a  hollow  place;   where  we 
dug,  and  found  very  bad  water.      We  remained  here 
till  next  morning. 

Our  cattle  being  a  little  refrefhed,  though  they  had 
been  very  indifferently  fed  among  the  fand,  where  no- 
thing was  to  be  feen  but  fome  tufts  of  w^ithered  grafs,  we 
fee  out  again.  Along  this  bank  there  is  not  the  lead 
tract,  or  path  of  any  kind ;  for  the  fmalled:  blaft  of 
wind  immediately  effixccs  it,  and  renders  all  the  furface 
fmooth. 

We  had  gone  but  a  few  miles  v/hen  mofl  of  our 
people  were  obliged  to  alight,  and  walk  on  foot,  the 
horfes  being  quite  tired  with  the  deepnefs  of  the  fand ; 
which  made  our  progrefs  extremely  How.  The  wea- 
ther, fortunately,  was  ftill  very  calm.  About  noon, 
we  pitched  our  tents  in  a  hollow  place,  encompaffcd 
with  high  hillocks  of  fand.  1  obferved,  that,  in  the 
open  defert  v/e  had  already  pafled,  the  profpecl  was 
much  confined ;  but  here  it  was  quite  ftraitened;  fur, 
if  you  afcended  one  of  thefc  mounts,  you  could  fee 
nothing  but  mount  rifing  above  mount,  like  {o  m.any 
fugar-loaves,  or  rather  like  fo  maay  cupolas. 

in 


^28  AJOURNEY 

CHAP.  VII.  In  the  evening  it  began  to  blow  a  little  at  north- 
^1^^'  eaft,  which  drove  about  the  light  fand  like  fnow; 
but,  about  midnight,  the  wind  rofe  to  fuch  an  height, 
that  all  our  tents  were  overfet  at  once,  and  our  beds 
filled  with  fand.  As  it  was  near  morning,  we  thought 
it  not  worth  while  to  pitch  them  again.  We  there- 
fore prepared  ourfelves  to  fet  out  at  the  dawn.  In  hopes 
of  (^ettlnir  over  the  fand-bank  before  nlo;ht ;  which,  by 
rldlno-  and  walking  by  turns,  in  order  to  haften  our 
proo^refs,  we  happily  effected.  And,  in  the  evening, 
reached  the  fprlngs  of  kochatu. 

At  the  place  where  we  pafTed  the  fand,  it  was  not 
above  twenty  English  miles  in  breadth,  which  took 
us  up  three  days.  We  could  have  travelled  four  times 
that  dl (lance  on  the  plain,  with  more  eafe  both  to 
ourfelves  and  cattle.  I  am  informed  this  bank  of  fand 
runs  a  p-reat  way  fouthward ;  ,and,  in  forne  places,  is 
above  thlrcy  leagues  broad.  They,  whpfe  bufinefs 
calls  them  often  to  crofs  the  fands,  have  thin  leather 
coats,  made  on  purpofe,  and  round  pieces  of  glafs  tied 
before  their  eyes. 

This  fandbank  appears  like  the  waves  of  the  fea; 
for  the  hillocks,  fome  of  which  are  about  twenty  feet  of 
perpendicular  height,  are  of  fo  light  a  nature,  that  the 

wind 
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wind  carries  them  from  place  to  place;  levelling  one,  chap. vii. 
and  forming  another.     And  hence  it  is  eafy  to  con-    J^^ 
ceive,  that,  a  weary  traveller,  lying  down  on  the  Ice- 
fide  of  one  of  thefe  hillocks,  might,  in  a  few  hours, 
be  buried  in  the  fand ;    which  is  reported  to  have  of- 
ten happened  in  this  and  other  landy  deferts. 

The  28th,  we  proceeded  along  the  plain  to  the 
fprings  called  chabertu.  I  cannot  but  take  notice 
of  the  uncommon  manner  the  people  here  have  of 
killing  their  fheep.  They  make  a  flit  with  a  knife  be- 
tween two  ribs,  through  which  they  put  their  hand, 
and  fqueeze  the  heart  till  the  creature  expire ;  by  this 
method  all  the  blood  remains  in  the  carcafs.  When 
the  flieep  is  dead,  and  hungry  people  cannot  wait  till 
the  fleih  is  regularly  dreflTed,  they  generally  cut  out 
the  bisket  and  rump,  wool  and  all,  ani  broil  them  on 
the  coals;  then  fcrape  off  the  finged  wool,  and  eac 
them.  This  I  have  found,  by  experience,  to  be  no 
difagreeable  morfel,  even  without  any  kind  of  fauce. 

The  next  day,  we  travelled  another  flage  to  the 
wells  of  s  A  M I N  s  A ;  where  we  found  better  water  than 
ufual.  The  length  and  thicknefs  of  the  grafs  fliowcd 
that  the  foil  now  began  to  mend.  This  day  there 
fell  fome  fnow,  and  the  wind  was  cold  and  northerly. 
Vol.  I.  T  t  The 
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CHAP.  VII.  The  30th,  we  goc  freQi  horfes,  and  proceeded  to 
^7^^'  the  fprings  of  krema.  From  the  appearance  of  the 
grafs  one  would  conclude,  that  the  foil,  at  this  place, 
was  very  fine.  We  faw  great  numbers  of  horfes,  be- 
longing to  the  Emperor,  turned  out  to  graze.  Not- 
withftanding  all  the  hafte  we  had  hitherto  made,  we 
were,  this  day,  overtaken  by  a  fall  of  fnow,  which  prov- 
ed very  inconvenient;  not  fo  much  on  account  of  the 
cold,  but  it  covered  all  fewel,  fo  that  we  could  find 
none  to  drefs  our  vi6]:uals. 

The  3  I  ft,  we  came  to  a  place  called  naringkarus- 
su,  where,  to  our  great  fatisfa6lion,  we  found  a  fmall 
brook  of  frefh  water,  and  fome  mongalian  huts.  I 
obferved,  that,  from  the  fand-bank  eaftward,  the  foil 
becomes  gradually  better  every  day.  This  was  now 
the  fortieth  day,  fmce  we  left  the  border;  during  which 
time  wc  had  not  halted  one  day,  nor  feen  a  fingle 
houfe;  and  the  twentieth  and  eight,  from  the  time  we 
quitted  the  river  tola,  and  entered  the  defert,  in 
which  we  had  neither  feen  river,  tree,  bufh,  nor  moun- 
tain. Thoug;h  we  were  obli2:ed  now  and  then  to  fetch 
a  compafs,  on  account  of  the  watering  places,  yet,  in 
general,  our  courfe  deviated  but  little  from  the  fouth- 
caft  point. 

The 
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The  I  ft  of  November,  we  halted  ac  this  place,  that  chap.vii. 
we  might  have  time  to  put  things  in  order  before  we  ^7^^- 
pafled  the  long  wall,  which  was  now  at  no  great  di- 
ftance. 

Next  day  we  proceeded,  and  about  noon  we  could 
perceive  the  famous  wall,  running  along  the  tops 
of  the  mountains,  towards  the  north-eaft.  One  of 
our  people  cried  out  land,  as  if  we  had  been  all  this 
while  at  fea.  It  was  now,  as  nearly  as  I  can  compute, 
about  forty  English  miles  from  us,  and  appeared 
white  at  this  diftance.  We  could  not,  this  night, 
reach  the  paflage  through  the  mountains;  and,  there- 
fore, pitched  our  tents  in  the  open  plain  as  ufual.  We 
now  began  to  feel  the  efFeds  of  the  cold ;  for  the  fnow, 
continuing  to  ly  upon  the  defert,  proved  very  incon- 
venient on  many  accounts;  but  particularly  by  retard- 
ing the  progrefs  of  our  heavy  and  cumberfome  bao-- 
gage.  But  we  comforted  ourfelves  with  the  hopes  of 
foon  feeino;  an  end  of  all  our  toils,  and  arrivine  in  a 
rich  and  inhabited  country;  for,  though  all  of  our  peo- 
ple were  in  good  health,  they  began  to  be  very  weary 
of  the  defert;  and  no  wonder,  as  many  of  them  had 
lain  in  the  open  field  ever  fmce  we  left  selinginsky. 
November  3d,  after  travelling  about  an  hour,  wc 

T  t   2  palled 
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CHAP.  VII.  paffe J  the  veftigcs  of  a  camp,  which  feemed  to  have 
^7^^'  been  regularly  defigned.     I  was  informed  that  the  Em- 
peror encamped  here,  when  he  led  his  troops  againft 
the  MONGALLs,  Called,  by  the  miiTionaries  in  china, 
the  WESTERN  tartars. 

The  nearer  we  came  to  the  mountains,  we  were  the 
more  furprifed  at  the  fight  of  the  fo  much  celebrated 
wall  of  CHINA,  commonly  called,  for  its  length,  the 
endlefs  wall.  The  appearance  of  it,  running  from  one 
hio-h  rock  to  another,  with  fquare  towers  at  certain 
intervals,  even  at  this  diftance,  is  moft  magnificent. 

About  noon,  we  quitted  the  plain,  and  entered  an 
opening  between  two  mountains.  To  the  left,  the 
mountains  are  very  high.  On  the  right,  they  decline 
as  far  as  they  arc  within  view;  but,  1  am  told,  they 
rife  again  to  a  great  height. 

We  defcended  by  a  narrow  path,  about  eight  feet 
broad,  betv/een  the  mountains,  till  we  came  to  a  fmall 
CHINESE  monaftery,  fituated  on  the  declivity  of  a  fteep 
rock.  Curiofity  led  us  to  vifit  this  folitary  place.  But, 
the  road  being  impaffable  to  horfes,  we  alighted  and 
walked  thither.  On  our  arriving  near  the  place,  the 
monks  came  out  to  meet  us,  with  the  ufual  friendly 
fiilutation  of  the  country;  which  is  performed  by  lay- 
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ins:  one  of  their  hands  on  the  other,  and  then  iliakino;  chap.  vir. 
them,  and  pronouncing  thcfe  words  Cho-loy-cho,  The  ^7-^* 
comphment  being  returned,  they  conducted  us  into 
the  apartments  of  their  httlc  chapel,  and  treated  us 
with  a  diih  of  green  tea;  which  was  very  agreeable. 
In  the  chapel  was  a  fort  of  altar-piece,  on  which  were 
placed  feveral  fmall  brafs  images;  and,  in  one  of  the 
corners,  I  obferved  a  fack  iilled  with  wheat.  The  ha- 
bit of  the  monks,  was  a  long  gown  with  wide  flceves. 
On  their  heads  was  a  fmall  cap,  and  their  long  lank 
hair  hung  down  over  their  fhoulders.  They  had  very 
few  hairs  in  their  beards.  This  being  the  firll  Chi- 
nese houfe  we  met  with,  I  have,  on  that  account,  been 
more  particular  in  defcribing  it.  Every  thing  now  ap- 
peared to  us  as  if  we  had  arrived  in  another  world. 
We  felt,  efpecially,  a  fenfiblc  alteration  in  the  wea- 
ther; for,  inftead  of  the  cold  bleak  wind  in  the  defert, 
we  had  here  a  warm  and  pleafant  air. 

\Ve  again  proceeded  along  the  narrow  path ;  but  of 
breadth  fufficient  for  a  wheel- carriage.  The  road  be- 
ing deep,  and  in  many  places  rugged,  we  w^alked  down 
the  hill;  and,  in  half  an  hour,  came  to  the  foot  of  it, 
where  we  found  ourfelves  furrounded,  on  all  fides,  by 
high  rocky  mountains.      Our  route  now  lay  along  the 

fouth 
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CHAP.  VII.  fouth  fide  of  a  rivulet,  full  of  great  ftones,  which  had 
i_720.  fallen  from  the  rocks  in  rainy  weather.  In  the  cliffs 
of  the  rocks  you  fee  little  fcattered  cottages,  with  fpots 
of  cultivated  ground,  much  refembling  thofe  roman- 
tick  figures  of  landskips  which  are  painted  on  the 
cHiNA-ware  and  other  manufa6lures  of  this  country. 
Thefe  are  accounted  fanciful  by  mofl  Europeans,  but 
are  really  natural. 

After  we  had  travelled  about  feven  or  eight  miles, 
along  the  bank  of  the  brook,  we  came,  in  the  evening, 
to  a  CHINESE  village,  at  the  foot  of  a  high  mountain, 
where  we  lodged  in  clean  rooms  with  warm  fires  of 
charcoal.  There  were  no  chimneys  in  the  rooms;  but, 
inflead  of  thefe,  the  charcoal  was  put  into  a  portable 
grate  of  brafs  or  iron,  and  allowed  to  burn  clear  in  the 
open  air;  after  which  it  was  brought  into  the  apartment. 
Though  the  defert  is  one  continued  plain,  it  lies  much 
higher  than  the  plains  and  villages  of  china;  for,  when 
we  entered  the  defile,  the  afcent  was  very  inconfider- 
able  when  compared  with  the  defcent  on  the  other 
fide. 

Here  we  beean  to  tafle  of  the  fine  fruits  of  china; 
for,  foon  after  our  arrival  in  the  village,  our  conduc- 
tor fent  a  prefent  to  the  ambafTador  of  fome  baskets 

of 
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of  fruits;  confifting  of  water-melons,  musk- melons, chap. vii. 
fweet  and  bitter  oranges,  peaches,  apples,  wall-nuts,  ^^* 
chefs  nuts,  and  feveral  other  forts  which  I  never  faw 
before;  together  with  a  jar  of  Chinese  arrack,  provi- 
fions  of  feveral  forts,  and  fome  Chinese  bread,  called 
bobon,  made  of  wheaten  flour,  and  baked  over  a  pot 
with  the  fteam  of  boiUng- water.  It  is  very  light,  and 
not  difagreeable  in  tafte;  at  lead  it  feemed  fo  to  us, 
who  had  feen  no  bread  for  a  month  before. 

Next  day,  we  halted  to  refrefli  ourfelves  after  our 
long  fatigue.  I  took  this  opportunity  to  walk  up  to 
the  top  of  the  mountain,  in  order  to  view  the  adjacent 
country;  but  could  only  fee  a  continuation  of  the  chain 
of  mountains,  rifing  one  above  another,  and,  to  the 
northward,  fome  glimpfes  of  the  long  wall,  as  it  runs 
along  them. 

The  5th,  we  proceeded  eaftward,  down  the  fouth 
bank  of  a  river,  whofe  channel  was  covered  with  great 
ftones.  The  road  is  cut  out  of  the  rock,  for  a  confi- 
derable  length,  at  thofe  places  where  there  is  no  na- 
tural paffage  between  the  rocks  and  the  river;  which 
muft  have  been  a  work  of  great  labour.  This  river 
cannot  fail  to  be  a  complete  torrent  in  time  of  great 

rains. 
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CHAP. VII.      Having  travelled  about  fix  or  eight  miles,  we  ar- 
1720.  j.jyg(^  ^^  ,-i^e  famous  wall  of  china.      We  entered  at 
a  o-reat  gate,  which  is  fliut  every  night,  and  always 
o-uarded  by  a  thoufand  men,  under  the  command  of 
two  officers  of  diftindtion,  one  a  Chinese,  and  the  o- 
ther  a  mantzur  tartar;  for,  it  is  an  eftabHllied  cuf- 
tom  in  CHINA,  and  has  prevailed  ever  fince  the  con- 
queft  of  the  tartars,  that,  in  all  places  of  publick 
truft,  there  muft  be  a  chinese  and  a  tartar  inverted 
with  equal  power.      This  rule  is  obferved  both  in  ci- 
vil and  miUtary  affairs.      The  chinfse  pretend,  that, 
two  in  an  office  are  a  fort  of  fpies  upon  one  another's 
actions,  and  thereby  many  fraudulent  practices  are  ei- 
ther prevented  or  de ceded. 

CHAPTER     VIII. 

From  the  wall  0/  china  to  pekin;    Our  entry  into  that  city, 

A  S  foon  as  we  had  entered  the  gate,  thefe  two  of- 
ficers, and  many  fubalterns,  came  to  compliment 
the  ambaffador  on  his  fafe  arrival;  and  asked  the  fa- 
vour of  him  to  walk  into  the  guard-room  and  drink  a 
diih  of  tea.     We  accordingly  difmounted,  and  went 

into 
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into  a  fpacious  hall  on  the  fouch  fide  of  the  gate.  ThiscHAP.viii. 
apartment  was  very  clean,  having  benches  all  around;  ^^^' 
and  is  kept  on  purpofc  for  the  reception  of  perfons  of 
diftin6lion.  We  were  entertained  with  variety  of  fruits 
and  confedlions,  and  fevcral  forts  of  tea.  After  flay- 
ing about  half  an  hour,  the  ambaifador  took  leave  of 
the  gentlemen,  and  we  proceeded  on  our  journey.  We 
travelled  about  four  miles  farther,  and  came  to  a  con- 
fiderable  town  named  kalgan.  At  fome  diftance 
from  the  place,  we  were  met  by  the  commandant,  and 
the  Mandarin  tulishin,  who  had  paid  us  a  vifit  at 
SELiNGiNSKY.  They  accompanied  the  ambafTador  to 
his  lodgings;  which  were  in  houfes  a-part  from  the 
reft  of  the  town;  and  provifions  were  fent  us  in  great 
plenty. 

From  the  wall  to  this  place,  the  country,  to  the 
north,  begins  to  open;  and  contains  fome  villages, 
corn-fields,  and  gardens. 

The  fame  evening,  the  ambafTador  and  the  gentle- 
men of  the  retinue  were  invited  to  fup  at  the  com- 
mandant's houfe ;  and  horfes  were  fent  to  carry  us 
thither.  We  alighted  in  the  outer- court,  where  the 
commandant  in  perfon  waited  for  us ;  and  conducted 
^is,  through  a  neat  inner- court,  into  a  hall,  in  the 

Vol.  I.  U  u  middle 
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cHAP.viii.  middle  of  which  flood  a  large  brafs  chaffing-dlfh,  m 
^7-'^-  fhape  of  an  urn,  wich  a  fire  of  charcoal  in  it.     The 
floor  was  covered  wich  mats,  and  the  room  quite  fee 
round  with  chairs,  and  httle  fquare  japanned  tables. 
The  ambaffador  fat  at  a  table  by  himfcif,  and  the  reft 
of  the  company  at  feparate  tables,  by  two  and  two. 
We  were  firit  entertained  with  tea,  and  a  dram  of  hoc 
arrack;  after  which  fupper  was  brought,  and  placed  on 
the  tables,  w^ithouc  elcher  table-cloch,  napkins,  knives, 
or  forks.     Inftead  of  forks,  were  laid  down,  co  every 
perfon,  a  couple  of  ivory-pins,  with  which  the  Chi- 
nese take  up  their  meat.     The  diHies  were  fmall,  and 
placed  upon  che  table  in  the  moft  regular  manner; 
the  vacancies  being  filled  wich   faucers,    containing 
pickles  and  bitter  herbs.     The  entertainment  confifted 
of  pork,  mutton,  fowls,  and  two  roafted  pigs.     The 
carver  fits  upon  the  floor,  and  executes  his  office  with 
^reat  dexterity.    He  cuts  the  flefh  into  fuch  fmall  bits, 
as  may  cafily  be  taken  up  by  the  guefts,  v/ithout  fur- 
ther trouble.     The  meat  being  cue  up,  is  given  to  the 
footmen,  who  flipply  the  empty  diihes  on  the  tables. 
The  whole  is  ferved  in  ciiiNA-ware;  and  neither  gold 
HOT  filver  is  to  be  feen.    All  the  fervants  perform  their 
duty  wich  the  utmoft  regularity,  and  without  the  leaft 

noifca 
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noifc.     I  muft  confefs,  I  was  never  betcer  pleafed  wichcHAP.viir. 
any  entertainment.  ^  ^Z^ 

The  vi6luals  being  removed,  the  defert  was  placed 
on  the  tables  in  the  fame  order ;  and  confitled  of  a  va- 
riety of  fruits  and  confections.  In  the  mean  time  a 
band  of  mufick  was  called  in,  which  confifted  of  ten 
or  twelve  performers,  on  various,  but  chiefly  wind- 
inftruments,  fo  diflferent  from  thofe  of  that  clafs  in 
EUROPE,  that  I  iliall  not  pretend  to  defcribe  them. 
The  mufick  was  accompanied  with  dancing,  which 
was  very  entertaining.  The  dancers  were  nearly  as 
numerous  as  the  muficians.  Their  performances  were 
only  a  kind  of  gefticulation,  confifting  of  many  ridicul- 
ous poftures ;  for  they  fcldom  moved  from  the  fame 
place.  The  evening  being  pretty  far  fpent,  we  took 
leave,  and  returned  to  our  lodgings. 

The  6ch,  a  great  fall  of  fnow,  and  a  cold  frofty 
wind,  obliged  us  to  halt  at  this  place. 

Next  day,  the  froft  and  fnow  ftill  continued;  not- 
wlthftanding,  we  fet  out,  and  pafTed  over  a  ftone-bridge, 
near  this  place,  paved,  not  with  fmall  ftones,  but,  with 
large,  fquare,  free  ftones,  neatly  joined.  After  tra- 
velling eaftward  about  thirty  English  miles,  we  reach- 
ed a  large  and  populous  city  called  siang-fu.    We 
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GHAP.viii.were  met,  without  the  gate,  by  fome  of  the  principal' 
^72_^-  inhabitants,  and  conducted  to  our  lodgings. 

When  we  arrived,  the  governor  was  out  a  hunting 
with  one  of  the  Emperors  fons.  As  foon  as  he  re- 
turned in  the  evening,  he  waited  on  the  ambaffiidor, 
and  comphmented  him  in  a  very  poUte  manner  ;  ex.- 
cufme  himfelf  for  not  v/altino;  on  him  fooncr.  At  the 
fame  time,  he  gave  his  excellency  a  formal  invitation 
to  fupper ;  for  it  is  appointed,  by  the  court,  that  fo- 
reign ambafFadors  fhould  be  magnificently  entertained 
in  all  the  towns  through  v/hich  they  pafs.  But  the 
ambalTador,  being  fome  what  indifpofed,  defnxd  to  be 
excufed. 

Our  route,  this  day,  v/as  through  a  fine  champaign 
country,  well  cultivated,  but  containing  very  few. trees. 
We  pafTed  fcveral  fmall  towns,  and  many  villages^ 
well  built,  and  inclofed  with  v/alls.  The  roads  were 
well  made,  and  in  good  order;  running  always  m 
•ftraight  lines,  where  the  ground  will  allow.  I  had- 
heard  a  great  deal  of  the  order  and  oeconomy  of  thefc 
people ;  but  found  my  inform.ation  far  fliort  of  what 
I  daily  faw  in  all  their  works  and  adions.  The  ftreets 
of  every  village  run  in  ftraight  lines. 

Upon  the  road  we  met  v/ith  many  turrets,  called 

pofl'» 


T    O      P    E    K    I    N.  541 

poft-houfes,  erecled  at  certain  diftances  from  one  ano-cHAP.viir. 
thcr,  wich  a  flag-flaff,  on  which  is  hoifted  the  impe-   ^2^°' 
rial  pendant.      Thefe  places  are  guarded  by  a  few  fol- 
diers,  who  run  a-fooc,  from  one  poft  to  another,  with 
great  fpeed ;  carrying  letters  or  difpatches  that  con- 
cern the  Emperor.     The  turrets  are  fo  contrived,  as  to 
be  in  fight  of  one  another;  and,  by  fignals,   they  can 
convey  intelligence  of  any  remarkable  event.      By  this 
means  the  court  is  informed,  in  the  fpcediefl:  manner 
imaginable,  of  whatever  difturbance  may  happen  in  the 
mod  remote  provinces  of  the  empire.      Thefe  pods 
are  alfo  very  ufeful,  by  keeping  the  country  free  from 
highwaymen;  for  ihouW  a  perfon  efcape  at  one  houfe, 
on  a  fignal  being  made,  he  would  certainly  be  flopped, 
at  the  next.     The  diflance  of  one  poft-houfe  from 
another  is  ufually  five  Chinese  li,  or  miles;  each  li 
confiftins:  of  five  hundred  bow-leng-ths.      I  compute 
five  of  their  miles  to  be  about  two  and  an  half  English.- 
The  8th,  we  halted  at  this  place.  As  we  could  not  be 
prefent  at  the  entertainment  to  which  we  were  invited, 
laft  night,  by  the  governor,  he  had  refolved  that  the 
delicacies,  prepared  on  that  occafion,  ihould  not  be 
loft;    and  therefore  fent  into  our  court  twelve  tables^. 
whereon  were  placed,  by  a  number  of  people,  all  die 

vi*5luals 
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CHAP.viii.  victuals  that  were  drefled  the  preceding  night,  with 
V^^'  ^he  defert,  and  feveral  forte  of  tea.  The  whole  was 
afterwards  brought  into  the  hall;  and  there  placed,  in 
form,  upon  the  tables.  When  this  was  done,  an  of- 
ficer of  diftindlion  came  to  defire  the  ambafTador  to 
tafte  of  his  Imperial  Majefty's  bounty.  We  accord- 
ingly fat  down  at  the  tables  in  great  order.  Every 
thing  was  very  good ,  but  moftly  cold ;  having  been 
carried  throuo-h  the  flreets  to  fome  diftance.  After 
we  had  removed  from  the  table,  the  perfon,  who  had 
the  direcStion  of  the  entertainment,  called  our  fer- 
vants,  and  ordered  them  to  fit  down  at  the  tables,  and 
eat.  This  produced  a  very  diverting  fcene ;  but,  had 
it  not  been  complied  with,  the  governor  would  have 
thought  himfelf  highly  affronted. 

In  the  evening,  the  Emperor's  third  fon  went  through 
this  city,  on  his  way  tov/ards  the  capital.  He  was  car- 
ried, upon  men's  fhoulders,  in  a  palankin;  a  vehicle  ve- 
ry eafy  for  the  traveller,  and  well  known  in  European 
fettlements  in  i  n  d  i  a.  The  Emperor's  fons  have  no 
other  names  than  thofe  of  firft,  fecond,  third,  &c. 
This  prince  had  only  a  fmall  retinue  of  a  few  horfe- 
men. 

Our  new  conduftor,  tulishin,  invited  the  ambaf- 

fador 
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fador  and  his  retinue  to  pafs  the  evening  at  his  lodg-cfiAP.vui. 
ings.  His  excellency  excufcd  himfelf,  as  he  had  not  ^7^^- 
been  at  the  governor's.  All  the  gentlemen,  however, 
accepted  the  invitation.  The  entertainment  was  ele- 
gant, and  fomething  like  that  I  formerly  defcribed, 
accompanied  with  dancing  and  mufick,  and  quail-fif>-ht- 
ing.  It  is  furprifing  to  fee  how  thefe  little  birds  fly  ac 
one  another,  as  foon  as  they  are  fct  upon  the  table; 
and  fight,  like  game-cocks,  to  death.  The  Chinese 
are  very  fond  of  this  diverfion ;  and  bet  as  high  on 
their  quails,  as  the  English  do  on  cocks.  They  are 
alfo  great  lovers  of  cock-fighting;  but  it  is  reckoned 
among  the  vulgar  fports.  The  quails  are  generally 
parted  before  they  hurt  one  another  too  much;  and 
referved,  in  cages,  till  another  occafion. 

The  9th,  having  fent  off  the  baggage  in  the  mor- 
ning, the  ambaflador  returned  the  governors  vliic. 
We  only  (laid  to  drink  tea ;  after  which  we  immedi-^ 
ately  mounted,  and  purfued  our  journey  to  a  fmall 
town  called  juny  ;  where  we  arrived  in  the  evenino-. 
Near  this  place  is  a  ileep  rock,  ftanding  on  a  plain, 
inacceirible  on  all  iides ,  except  to  the  weft ;  wfiere  a 
narrow  winding  path  is  cut  in  the  rock,  which  leavls  to 
a  PAGAN  temple  and  nunnery,  built  upon  the  top  of  it. 

Thcfe 
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cnAP.viii.Thefe  edifices  make  a  pretty  appearance  from   the 
^7^^'  plain;  and,  as  the  ftory  goes,  were  built,  from  the 
foundation,  in  one  night,  by  a  lady,  on  the  following 
occafion.     This  lady  was  very  beautiful,  virtuous,  and 
rich ;  and  had  many  powerful  princes  for  her  fuitors. 
She  told  them,  (he  intended  to  build  a  temple  and  a 
monaftery,  of  cercaiii  dimenfions,  with  her  own  hands, 
in  one  night,  on  th?  top  of  this  rock ;  and  whoever 
would  undertake  to  build  a  ftone-bridge,   over  a  river 
in  the  neighbourhood,  in  the  fame  fpace  of  time,  him 
file  promifed  to  accept  for  a  husband.    All  the  lovers, 
having  heard  the  difficult  task  impofed  on  them,  re- 
turned to  their  refpeclive  dominions ;  except  one  ftran- 
o-er,  who  undertook  to  perform  the  hard  condition. 
The  lover  and  the  lady  began  their  labour  at  the  fame 
time;  and  the  lady  completed  her  part  before  the 
lic^ht  appeared ;  but,  as  foon  as  the  fun  was  rifen,  fhe 
faw,  from  the  top  of  the  rock,  that  her  lover  had  not 
half- fini (lied  his  bridge;  having  raifed  only  the  pillars 
for  the  arches.     Failing,  therefore,  in  his  part  of  the 
performance,  he  alfo  was  obliged  to  depart  to  his  own 
country  ;   and  the  lady  pafTed  the  remainder  of  her 
days  in  her  own  monaftery. 

The  river  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the 

rock, 


TO      P    E    K    I    N.  345 

rock,  and  the  pillars  11:111  remain  abouc  five  or  fix  chap.vih. 
feet  above  the  water;  they  are  fix  or  eight  in  number,   ^J^^ 
and  good  fiibftantial  work.      This  talc  I  relate  as  a 
fpecimen  of  many  fabulous  ftories,  which  I  heard  every 
day,  and  the  people  firmly  believe.     In  the  monaftery 
there  are,  at  prefent,  many  monks  and  nuns. 

The  chain  of  mountains  running  to  the  north, 
which  bound  this  plain  to  the  weft,  are  very  high, 
rue^red,  and  barren.  Their  breadth,  from  the  deferc 
to  the  plain  habitable  country  of  china,  I  compute 
not  to  exceed  fifteen  or  twenty  miles,  and  in  many 
places  it  is  much  lefs.  But  their  length,  I  am  inform- 
ed, is  above  one  thoufand  English  miles.  They  en- 
compafs  all,  or  the  greateft  part  of  the  empire  of  chi- 
na, to  the  north  and  weft.  Thefe  impregnable  bul- 
warks, together  with  the  almoft  impafiable  deferts, 
have,  in  my  opinion,  fo  long  preferved  this  nation  from 
being  over-run  by  the  weftern  heroes.  One  would 
imagine,  that  a  country,  fo  fortified  by  nature,  had 
little  need  of  fuch  a  ftrong  wall  for  its  defence;  for, 
if  all  the  paffes  of  the  mountains  are  as  narrow  and 
difficult  as  that  where  we  entered,  a  fmall  number  of 
men  might  defend  it  againft  a  mighcy  army. 

JuNY  is  but  a  fmall  place;  it  fufFered  greatly  by  the 
Vol,  L  X  X  carch- 
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cHAP.viii.earthquake  that  happened  in  the  month  of  July  the 
^7^^'  preceding  year;  above  one  half  of  it  being  thereby 
laid  in  ruins.  Indeed  more  than  one  half  of  the  towns 
and  villages,  through  which  we  travelled  tliis  day,  had 
fuffered  much  on  the  fame  occafion;  and  vaft  numbers 
of  people  had  been  buried  in  the  ruins.  I  muft  con- 
fefs,  it  was  a  difmal  fcene  to  fee,  every  where,  fuch 
heaps  of  rubbifli. 

All  the  bed  houfes  being  thrown  down  by  the  earth- 
quake, we  v/ere  lodged  in  the  priefts  apartments  of  a 
temple,  which  had  efcaped  the  general  devaftation. 
Our  conductor  treated  the  monks  with  very  little  ce- 
remony, and  defired  them  to  feek  other  lodgings  for 
themfelves.     Thefe  priefts  were  not  at  all  fuperftiti- 
ous,  as  appeared  fufficiently  from  the  little  reverence 
they  paid  to  their  idols,  and  ftatues  of  reputed  faints. 
They  conducted  us  into  the  temple,  and  feveral  apart- 
ments adjoining,  where  flood  many  images  of  faints, 
feme  of  which  were  monftrous  figures  of  ftone  and  plai- 
fter.     One  of  the  priefts  gave  us  the  hiftory  of  fome  of 
them;  which  I  thouo-ht  too  abfurd  to  be  inferted.     We 
then  returned  into  the  temple,  which  v/as  a  fmall  but 
neat  buildino;.     In  one  end  of  it  we  Hiw  an  altar,  rif- 
ing  by  fteps  to  the  cieling,  on  which  were  placed  a 

number 


TO       P    E    K    I    N.  347 

number  of  fmall  images,  caft  chiefly  in  brafs,  refemb-CHAP.viii. 
ling  men  and  women,  birds  and  beafts.  We  were  en-  ^Z'^^' 
tercained  in  the  temple  with  tea,  till  the  priefts  had 
removed  their  beds.  At  the  entrance  is  huno;  a  larQ^e 
bell,  attended  by  a  prieft,  who  tolls  it  on  feeing  paiTen- 
gers,  in  order  to  invite  them  to  fay  their  prayers;  which 
having  done,  they  generally  leave  a  fmall  gratuity  to 
the  temple. 

In  the  night,  we  were  a  little  alarmed  with  the 
fliock  of  an  earthquake,  which  awakened  all  our  peo- 
ple, but  did  no  damage. 

Next  day,  our  condu6lor  notified  to  the  ambafla- 
dor,  that  he  could  proceed  no  farther  till  he  received 
an  anfwer  to  fome  difpatches  he  had  fent  to  court. 
Thefe  news  were  not  altogether  agreeable,  as  we  ap- 
prehended another  fhock  of  an  earthquake.  Nothing, 
however,  of  that  kind  happened  during  the  two  days 
we  were  obliged  to  remain  at  this  place. 

The  12th,  we  continued  our  journey  to  a  little 
town,  where  we  lodged.  This,  and  moft  of  the  towns, 
and  villages,  through  which  we  pafled  to  day,  had  fuf- 
fered  greatly  by  the  earthquake;  particularly  one  con- 
fiderable  walled  town,  where  very  few  houfes  remain- 
ed, and  the  walls  were  levelled  with  the  ground. 

X  X  2  About 
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CHAP.viir.  About  noon,  next  day,  we  came  to  a  large,  popu- 
^7^°-  lous,  and  well  built  city,  with  broad  ftreets,  as  ftraighc 
as  a  line.  Near  this  place  runs  a  fine  river,  which  ap- 
pears navigable;  having  a-crofs  it  a  noble  ftone  bridge, 
of  feveral  arches,  and  paved  with  large  fquare  ftones. 
]n  the  evening,  we  arrived  at  a  fmall  town,  after  paf- 
finf>"  through  a  very  pleafant  and  fruitful  country. 

On  the  14th,  we  halted  at  this  little  town.  But  our 
ba^Tgage,  and  his  majefty's  prefcnts,  advanced  a  flagc 
farther.  Thefe,  by  order  of  the  Mandarin,  our  con- 
du6lor,  were  carried  on  mens  flioulders,  covered  with 
pieces  of  yellov;  filk;  as  every  thing  is  which  hath  any 
connexion  with  the  court.  Whatever  is  diftinguifhed 
by  this  badge  is  looked  on  as  facred.  And  he  who 
has  the  care  of  any  thing  belonging  to  the  Emperor 
needs  no  other  protection:  fuch  is  the  reverence  paid 
him  all  over  the  empire.  The  yellow  colour  is  chof- 
en  by  the  Emperor,  becaufe,  among  the  Chinese,  ic 
is  the  emblem  of  the  fun^  to  which  he  is  compared. 

The  following  day,  our  road,  lying  over  fome  rocks, 
was  very  rugged.  In  fome  places  it  v/as  cut,  for  a  con- 
fiderable  length,  above  tv/enty  feet  deep,  through  the 
folld  rock;  which  appears  to  have  been  a  work  of  great 
bbour  and  expence.     But  no  people^  I  ever  faw,  take 

fuch 
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fuch  pains  to  make  their  ftreets,  and  high-ways,  carycHAP.viii. 
to  travellers,  as  the  chinesk.     In  fome  places  of  the   ^]^^' 
rocks  were  cut  out  images  of  Chinese  faints;  but  the 
workmanfliip  very  mean. 

Near  this  place,  we  pafTcd  throui;h  fix  or  eight 
ftrong  femicircular  walls,  within  one  another,  which 
have  the  cndlefs  wall  for  their  common  diameter,  and 
take  in  a  great  compafs.  In  all  thefe  walls  there  are 
large  well  built  gates,  guarded  by  a  conftant  watch, 
both  in  times  of  peace  and  war.  At  one  of  them,  the 
ambaflador  was  faluted  with  three  great  guns,  from  a 
tower  over  the  gate-way.  Thefe  walls  feem  to  be  of 
the  fame  materials  and  architefture  with  the  long  wall ; 
having  fquare  towers  at  the  diftance  of  a  bow- (hot 
from  each  other.  While  we  ftopped  at  one  of  the 
gates  to  refredi  ourfelves,  I  took  the  opportunity  to 
walk  into  one  of  thefe  towers,  where  I  faw  fome  hun- 
dreds of  old  iron  cannon  thrown  together  as  ufelefs. 
On  examination,  I  found  them  to  be  compofed  of 
three  or  four  pieces  of  hammered  iron,  joined,  and 
faftened  together  with  hoops  of  the  fame  metal.  The 
CHINESE  have,  however,  now  learned  to  call  as  fine 
brafs  cannon  as  are  any  where  to  be  found.  From  thi? 
tower  Iwas  led,  by  a  broad  (lone-ftair,  to  the  top  of 
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cHAP.viii.the  wall,  which  is  above  twenty  feet  in  breadth,  and 
^1-^'  paved  with  large  fquare  ftones,  clofely  joined,  and  ce- 
mented with  ftrong  mortar.  I  walked  along  this  flat, 
till  I  came  to  a  rock,  where  I  found  a  high  flair  of  a- 
bove  a  thoufand  fteps,  the  whole  breadth  of  the  wall, 
which  led  to  a  tower  on  the  fummit,  from  whence  I 
could  fee  a  like  ftair,  on  the  other  fide,  forming  a  de- 
fcent  to  a  nan-ow  pafTage  between  two  rocks.  I  ob- 
ferved  alfo,  that  the  wall  was  neither  fo  high  nor  broad 
where  it  was  carried  over  another  rock,  to  the  fouth- 
weft,  as  at  the  place  where  I  flood.  But  time  not 
allowing  me  to  eo  farther,  I  returned,  by  the  fame 
way,  to  our  company;  and,  after  flaying  a  few  hours, 
we  proceeded,  this  afternoon,  to  the  town  of  zulin- 
GUANG,  where  we  lodged. 

The  next  day,  after  travelling  about  two  hours,  we 
came  to  the  lad  femicircular  wall.  Here  ended  all 
the  hills  and  mountains.  Our  road  now  lay  through 
a  fine  champaign  country,  interfperfed  with  many  fmall 
towns  and  villages.  In  the  evening,  we  reached  a  large 
neat  city  called  zang-ping-jew.  In  the  market  place, 
flood  a  triumphal  arch,  whereon  were  hung  a  number 
of  flreamers,  and  filken  pendants,  of  various  colours. 
The  flreets  were  clean,  itraight,  and  broad;  in  fome 

places 
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places  covered  with  gravel,  in  others  paved  with  flatciiAP.viii. 
fquare  flones.  ^Zz2' 

As  fbon  as  we  had  reached  our  lodgings,  the  gover- 
nor of  the  place  came  to  falute  the  ambafTador,  and 
invited  him  to  an  entertainment,  prepared  by  order  of 
his  majefty. 

The  invitation  was  accepted,  and  we  immediately 
went  to  the  governor's  palace.  The  entertainment 
was  very  magnificent,  fomewhat  of  the  fame  kind  with 
that  I  formerly  defcribed,  and  accompanied  wich  mu- 
fick  and  dancing.  This  place  is  fituated  in  a  fruitful 
plain,  about  thirty  English  miles  northward  of  pekin. 

The  17th,  after  travelling  about  a  dozen  of  miles, 
we  came  to  a  fmall  town  called  shach.  The  weather 
being  very  fine  and  warm,  the  governor  came  to  meet 
the  ambaflador,  and  defired  him  to  refredi  himfelf  a 
little  by  drinking  tea.  Here  we  halted  about  an  hour, 
and  then  proceeded  fix  or  eight  miles  farther,  to  a 
fmall  village,  about  four  miles  from  the  capital;  where 
we  lodged. 

Next  morning,  two  Mandarins  came  from  court 
to  congratulate  the  ambaffidor  on  his   arrival,    and 
brought  fome  horfes,  on  which  he  and  his   retinue 
were  to  make  their  entry.     The  furniture  of  the  hor- 
fes 
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cHAP.viii.fes  was  very  fimple,  and  far  inferior  to  the  coftly  trap- 
1720.  pings  of  the  Persians. 

My  lodgings,  in  this  village,  happened  to  be  at  a 
cook's  houfe;  which  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  ob- 
ferving  the  ingenuity  of  thefe  people,  even  on  trifling 
occafions.  My  landlord  being  in  his  fhop,  I  paid  him 
a  vifit;  where  1  found  fix  kettles,  placed  in  a  row  on 
furnaces,  having  a  feparate  opening  under  each  of 
them,  for  receiving  the  fewel,  which  confiiled  of  a  few 
fmall  flicks  and  ftraw.  On  his  pulling  a  thong,  he 
blew  a  pair  of  bellows,  which  made  all  his  kettles  boil 
in  a  very  fliort  time.  They  are  indeed  very  thin,  and 
made  of  caft  iron,  being  extremely  fmooth  both  with- 
in and  without.  The  fcarcity  of  fewel,  near  fuch  a 
populous  city,  prompts  people  to  contrive  the  eafiefl: 
methods  of  drefTmg  their  viduals,  and  keeping  them- 
felves  warm  during  the  winter,  which  is  fevere  for  two 
months. 

About  ten  of  the  clock,  we  mounted,  and  proceed- 
ed towards  the  city,  in  the  following  order. 
An  officer,  with  his  fword  drawn. 
Three  foldiers. 
One  kettle- drummer. 
Twenty  four  foldiers,  three  in  a  rank. 

The 
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The  fteward. 

Twelve  footmen. 

Tv/o  pages. 

Three  interpreters. 

The  ambaflador,  and  a  Mandarin  of  diftinction. 

Two  fecreraries. 

Six  gendemen,  two  and  two. 

Servants  and  attendants. 

The  whole  retinue  was  dreft  in  their  bed  apparel. 

The  foldiers  in  uniform,  carrying  their  muskets  like 

horfemen  (landing  centry;  drawn  fwords  being  refufed 

by  our  conductor,  the  officer  only  had  that  priviledge. 

We  travelled  from  the  village,  along  a  fine  road, 
through  a  cloud  of  dud:  and  multitudes  of  fpeclators; 
and,  in  two  hours,  entered  the  city  at  the  great  north 
gate;  which  opened  into  a  fpacious  flreet,  perfectly 
flralght,  as  far  as  the  eye-fight  could  reach.  We 
found  it  all  fprinkled  with  water,  which  was  very  re- 
frefhing  after  the  duft  we  had  pafTed  through. 

A  guard  of  five  hundred  chinese  horfemen  was  ap- 
pointed to  clear  the  way ;  notwithflanding  which,  we 
found  it  very  difficult  to  get  through  the  crowd.  One 
would  have  imagined  ail  the  people  in  pekin  were  af- 
fembled  to  fee  us;  though  I  was  informed  that  only  a 
Vol.  I.  Yy  fmall 
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CHAP. VIII. fmall  pare  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  were  prefent. 
^7^^-  I  obfervcd  alfo  great  crowds  of  women  unveiled;  but 
they  kept  in  the  windows,  doors,  and  in  corners  of  the 
ftreet.     The  foldiers  did  not  behave  with  roughnefs 
to  the  people,  as  in  fome  other  places  of  the  eaft ;  but 
treated  them  with  great  mildnefs  and  humanity.     In- 
deed the  people,  of  themfelves,  made  as  much  way  a& 
was  polTible  for  them,  confidering  their  numbers.    Af- 
ter a  march  of  two  hours  from  the  gate  where  we  en- 
tered ;  we,  at  lail,  came  to  our  lodgings,  in  that  part 
of  the  city  called  the  tartar's  town;  which  is  near 
the  center  of  pekin,  and  not  far  from  the  Emperor's 
palace. 

We  lodeed  in  what  is  called  the  RUssiA-houfe.  In 
was  allotted,  by  the  prefent  Emperor,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  caravans  from  moscovy;  and  is  fur- 
rounded  with  a  high  wall  of  brick,  which  inclofes  three 
courts.  The  firft,  from  the  ilreet,  is  appointed  for 
the  p-uard  of  Chinese  foldiers.  The  fecond  is  a  fpa- 
cious  fquare,  on  the  fides  whereof  are  apartments  for 
fervancs.  The  third  is  divided  from  the  fecond  by  a 
high  brick-wall,  through  which  you  enter  by  a  great 
gate.  Oppofire  to  this  gate  is  the  great  hall,  which 
lifes  a  few  fteps  above  the  level  of  the  court.     The 

floor 
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floor  is  neatly  paved  with  white  and  black  marble  ;ciiap.viii. 
and,  on  the  fame  floor,  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  ^7-^- 
hall,  are  two  fmall  bed-chambers.  This  hall  was  oc- 
cupied by  the  ambaflador.  In  the  fame  court  are 
two  large  houfes,  divided  into  apartments,  in  which 
the  retinue  was  lodged.  All  thefe  ftruclures  are  but 
of  one  ftory,  with  large  windows  of  lettice-work,  on 
which  is  pafted  white  paper.  The  cielings  are  very 
flight  and  airy ;  confiding  only  of  ftrong  laths,  with 
reeds  laid  a-crofs  them,  and  done  over  on  the  in-fide 
with  paper.  The  roofs  proje6l  confiderably  over  the 
walls,  and  are  covered  with  fine,  light,  glazed  tiles"; 
which,  as  far  as  I  could  learn,  are  of  a  quality  to  lad 
ages.  The  bed-chambers  only  of  the  hall  are  neatly 
finilhed  with  lath  and  plaifter. 

The  fame  evening,  the  mafter  of  the  ceremonies 
came  to  compliment  the  ambaflador.  He,  in  the  Em- 
peror's name,  enquired  into  the  chief  fubje6l  of  his 
commiflion ;  and,  having  received  a  fatisfadlory  anfwer, 
retired. 

This  gentleman,  named  a  l  o  y,  was,  by  birth,  a 
MONGALL  tartar;  and  a  great  favourite  of  the  Em- 
peror. He  was  a  perfon  of  great  politcncfs;  and  a 
good  friend  to  the  christians,  efpecially  the  mifflo- 

Y  y  2  naries. 
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CHAP.viTi.naries,  who  received  freih  marks  of  his  kindnefs  every 
'^7-^'  day.  In  his  youth  he  converfed much  with  the  Jesuits, 
who  taught  him  geography,  and  fome  other  branches 
of  fcience;  which  contributed  not  a  little  to  raife  his 
chara61er  among  the  Chinese,  and  recommend  him  ta 
the  notice  and  favour  of  the  Emperor. 

Thus  we  happily  arrived  at  the  famous  and  long 
wiflied  for  city  of  pekin^  the  capital  of  this  mighty- 
empire,  after  a  tedious  journey  of  exaflly  fixteeii' 
months.  It  is,  indeed,  very  long ;  yet  may  be  per- 
formed in  much  lefs  time.  I  am  of  opinion  that  tra- 
vellers might  go- from  st.  Petersburg  to  pekin,  and- 
return,  in  the  fpace  of  fix  months  ;  which,  were  it  ne- 
cefTary,  I  think  I  could  eafily  demonftrate. 

After  the  departure  of  the  mafter  of  the  ceremo^ 
nies,  the  aleggada,  or  prime  minifter,  fent  an  officer 
to  falute  the  ambaflador,  and  excufe  himfelf  for  not- 
paying  him  a  vifit  immediately,  as  It  was  then  late 
in  the  night;  but  promifed  to  fee  him  next  day.  At 
the  fame  time  he  fent  great  variety  of  fruits  and  pro-^ 
"/ifions,  as  a  mark  of  refpe^i,  notwithftanding  we  were 
abundantly  fupplied  with  thefe  things  by  thofe  ap-. 
^inted  for  that  purpofe. 

At  ten  of  the  clock  at  nli^ht,  the  officer  on  2:uard^ 

in. 
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in  the  outer-court,  locked  our  gate,  and  fealed  It  withcriAP.vjir. 
the  Emperor's  feal;  that  no  perfon  might  go  out,  or  ^7-^- 
come  in,  during  the  night.  The  ambaffador,  not  ap- 
proving of  this  proceeding,  as  foon  as  the  gate  was 
opened  in  the  morning,  fent  his  fccrctary,  and  an  in- 
terpreter, to  the  prime  minifter,  to  complain  of  his 
beino;  confined.  The  alepo-ada  fald  he  was  altoeether 
ignorant  of  what  had  happened  j  but  exprefsly  forbid 
any  fuch  behaviour  for  the  future.  In  per  si  a,  in- 
deed,  and  fome  other  nations  of  the  eafli,  it  is  the  cu- 
ftom  to  reftrain  foreIo;n  minlflers  from  converfino;  with 
the  inhabitants,  till  they  have  had  an  audience  of  the 
prince. 
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